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EC Services: Each student with a disability has unique learning needs related to his/her disability, so it is very difficult to
make recommendations for accommodations and how to differentiate learning that would be relevant to all students. If
possible, referencing the supplementary aids and services (classroom accommodations) portion of each student’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP) to assist with access/accommodation needs may be helpful for parents who may
be facilitating the supplementary work at home.
Servicios de Necesidades Excepcionales: Cada estudiante con una invalidez tiene necesidades de aprendizaje únicas
relacionadas a su invalidez, entonces es bastante difícil hacer recomendaciones para acomodaciones y como diferenciar
aprendizaje que seria pertinente para todos los estudiantes. Si es posible, referenciar las ayudas suplementarias y
servicios (acomodaciones de salón de clase) porción del Programa Educativo Individualizado (PEI) de cada estudiante
para ayudar con necesidades de acceso/acomodación puede ser útil para los padres que pueden estar facilitando el
trabajo suplementario en casa.
ESL Instructional Services: Since school is cancelled and these are not instructional days students will not be receiving
direct services. Packets for ELs will be included with other instructional material that will go to schools. ESL teachers will
follow their schools’ guidance.
Servicios Instruccionales de Inglés como Segundo Lenguaje: Ya que se cancela la escuela y estos no son días de
instrucción, los estudiantes no recibirán servicios directos. Los Paquetes para los estudiantes del idioma inglés se
incluirán con otro material instructivo que llegarán a las escuelas. Los profesores de Inglés como Segundo Lenguaje
seguirán la dirección de la escuela.
Advanced Academics Services: Advanced learners need differentiation which provides them with more complex
materials, tasks, and activities than their age peers – tasks that lead to authentic learning. To respect the unique learning
needs of every student who needs more challenge, supplemental materials will be provided to offer 1) extension
activities that are designed to broaden the understanding of a particular subject, idea, or concept by adding depth and
complexity; and/or 2) enrichment options that provide a variety of learning opportunities that enhance a student’s
interests and talents through creative and academic exploration. These choice materials will be available in your
student’s At Home packet for your reference and student engagement opportunities.
Servicios Académicos Avanzados:  Los estudiantes avanzados necesitan una diferenciación que les proporcione
materiales, tareas y actividades más complejas que sus compañeros de edad-- tareas que conducen al aprendizaje
auténtico. Para respetar las necesidades de aprendizaje únicas de cada estudiante que necesita más desafíos, se
proporcionarán materiales suplementarios para ofrecer 1) actividades de extensión que están diseñadas para ampliar la
comprensión de un tema, idea o concepto en particular al agregar profundidad y complejidad; y/o 2) opciones de
enriquecimiento que proporcionan una variedad de oportunidades de aprendizaje que mejoran los intereses y talentos
de un estudiante a través de la exploración creativa y académica. Estos materiales de elección estarán disponibles en el
paquete de estudiantes para completar en casa para su referencia y oportunidades de participación estudiantil.

Fifth Grade
English Language Arts
These materials are supplemental and will not be counted for a grade;
students will not be penalized if the packet is not completed.

Fifth Grade English Language Arts
Daily Practice Schedule
•

There are 5 texts (3 informational and 2 literary) included in this Take-Home Packet.

•

You will use the same Close Reading strategies used in your classroom to read for understanding.

•

Make sure to annotate as you are reading.

•
•

You may use the same annotation symbols used in your classroom or use the ones shown below.
Repeated readings of the texts will help solidify your understanding of each passage.

•
•

You will follow the same routine for each passage every two days.
Do your best and enjoy this learning experience!

Follow the Task Schedule below:
Passage
Day 1

Day 2

1st Reading — Focus on what you know rather than what you don’t understand

Today’s
Telephone
(informational
text)

Soccer Speaks
Many
Languages
(informational
text)

Day 5
Day 6

•

Mark the big ideas and skills.

•

Look for patterns in the things you’ve noticed about the text.

•

Ask yourself questions about the patterns you’ve noticed – especially how
and why.
2nd Reading – Use what you came to understand during the first reading to infer
the meaning of unfamiliar words and concepts for deeper understanding.

2nd Reading – Use what you came to understand during the first reading to infer
the meaning of unfamiliar words and concepts for deeper understanding.
3rd Reading/Review - Answer text dependent questions and reflections
questions.

How Do I Look?
(informational
text)

2nd Reading – Use what you came to understand during the first reading to infer
the meaning of unfamiliar words and concepts for deeper understanding.

The Smell of
Rain
(literary text)

2nd Reading – Use what you came to understand during the first reading to infer
the meaning of unfamiliar words and concepts for deeper understanding.

The Crow and
Pitcher
(literary text)

2nd Reading – Use what you came to understand during the first reading to infer
the meaning of unfamiliar words and concepts for deeper understanding.

Day 9
Day 10

Read with a pencil in hand, annotate the text.

1st Reading — Annotate the text.

Day 7
Day 8

•

3rd Reading/Review — Note previous annotations, address your questions, use
what you know to deepen understanding of the passage
• Answer text dependent questions and reflections questions.
1st Reading — Annotate the text.

Day 3
Day 4

Tasks

3rd Reading/Review - Answer text dependent questions and reflections
questions.
1st Reading — Annotate the text.

3rd Reading/Review - Answer text dependent questions and reflections
questions.
1st Reading — Annotate the text.

3rd Reading/Review - Answer text dependent questions and reflections
questions.

5to Grado
Artes del Lenguaje
Inglés
Estos materiales son suplementarios y no serán contados como calificación; los estudiantes no serán penalizados
si el paquete no se completa.

Quinto Grado Inglés Artes del Lenguaje Inglés
Horario de Práctica Diaria
•
•

Hay 5 textos (3 informativos y 2 literarios) incluidos en este Paquete para Hacer en Casa
Utilizará las mismas estrategias de Lectura Detallada que usó en su salón de clase para
leer para entender.

•

Asegúrese anotar mientras lea.

•

Puede utilizar los mismos símbolos de anotación que usó en su salón de clase o utilizar
los símbolos mostrados abajo.

•

Lecturas repetidas de textos ayudará solidificar su comprensión de cada pasaje.

•

Seguirá la misma rutina para cada pasaje cada 2 días.

•

Haga su mejor esfuerzo y disfrute de esta experiencia de aprendizaje.

Siga el Horario de Tareas abajo:
Pasaje
Día 1

Día 2

Today’s
Telephone
(texto
informativo)

Tareas
1ra Lectura — Enfoque en lo que sabe en vez de lo que no entiende.
•
•
•
•

Lea con un lápiz en la mano, anote el texto.
Maque las grandes ideas y habilidades.

Busque patrones en las cosas que has notado sobre el texto..
Hágase preguntas sobre los patrones que ha notado –
especialmente cómo y por qué.

2da Lectura – Use lo que llegó a entender durante la primera lectura para
inferir el significado de palabras y conceptos desconocidas para una
comprensión más profunda.
3ra Lectura/Repaso — Tenga en cuenta las anotaciones anteriores,
responda sus preguntas, use lo que sabe para profundizar la
comprensión del pasaje.
•

Día 3
Día 4

Soccer
Speaks
Many
Languages
(texto
informativo)

Día 5
Día 6

How Do I
Look? (texto
informativo)

Responda preguntas dependientes del texto y preguntas de
reflexión.
Primera Lectura — Anote el texto.
2da Lectura – Use lo que llegó a entender durante la primera lectura para
inferir el significado de palabras y conceptos desconocidas para una
comprensión más profunda.
3ra Lectura/Repaso -Responda preguntas dependientes del texto
y preguntas de reflexión.

Primera Lectura — Anote el texto.
2da Lectura – Use lo que llegó a entender durante la primera lectura para
inferir el significado de palabras y conceptos desconocidas para una
comprensión más profunda.
3ra Lectura/Repaso -Responda preguntas dependientes del texto
y preguntas de reflexión.
Primera Lectura — Anote el texto.

Día 7
Día 8

The Smell of 2da Lectura – Use lo que llegó a entender durante la primera lectura para
inferir el significado de palabras y conceptos desconocidas para una
Rain (texto
comprensión más profunda.
literario)
3ra Lectura/Repaso -Responda preguntas dependientes del texto
y preguntas de reflexión.

Día 9

The Crow

Primera Lectura — Anote el texto.

Día 10

and the
Pitcher
(texto
literario)

2da Lectura – Use lo que llegó a entender durante la primera lectura para
inferir el significado de palabras y conceptos desconocidas para una
comprensión más profunda.
3ra Lectura/Repaso -Responda preguntas dependientes del texto
y preguntas de reflexión.

Day 1 and 2
Name:

Today's Telephone
By Barbara Radner
2005

Alexander Graham Bell (1847-1922) was a scientist, engineer, and inventor who was born in Scotland but
became an American citizen in 1882. He invented the telephone in 1876, after years of putting in effort and
proving his determination to technology. In his later years, he famously considered his invention a
distraction, refusing to keep a telephone in his study. As you read, take notes on how communication
technology has changed over time.
[1]

Today’s telephone has a long history as a part of
American technology. It is American because an
American, Alexander Graham Bell, invented it.
The story begins very long ago, when there were
no telephones. The only way to get a message to
someone else was to write it and send it. Long
ago there were messengers who traveled on foot.
They were people who would run from place to
place, transporting messages to other people.
They would run miles, and they had great
1
endurance. Later, communications improved in
that people would send letters that traveled by
wagons. In time, the mail would travel by train.

"Untitled" by PDPics is licensed under CC0.

After the invention of a new communications tool, people could send messages quickly. That tool was
the telegraph, which used a line that went from one place to another. It took years to put all the
telegraph lines across America. At one end of the line a person used a device to send a message by
code. At the other end, the message would be received and translated by another person. With those
telegraph lines people could send messages almost immediately, although it was not “person to
person.” The telegraph was a remarkable invention, but it did not let people talk to each other.
The telegraph meant the end of the Pony Express, which had been an American invention of another
sort. The Pony Express involved riders who would carry a bag of mail from one place to another riding
quickly on horses. It was like a relay race. Those riders were replaced by telegraph operators. They had
to know the code to get the messages across the wires. On one end of the telegraph, an operator
clicked the message. On the other end, a machine would make the same clicks. At first, a person had to
listen and note what the clicks said. But then they figured out how to make the machine record them.
Still, there was no telephone. Then Alexander Graham Bell invented it. He tried many ways to get a
machine that would work, and he was persistent because he failed many times. After many attempts,
he perfected the machine. Once he had done that, the world all wanted telephones.

1.

Endurance (noun): the ability to do something difficult for a long time

1
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[5]

The next changes for the telephone were the same as the telegraph. People had to put in all those
lines. If you see a picture of Chicago in 1900 you will see lots of wires downtown. The first telephone
lines went from one person’s phone to another. Those were called landlines. Then they added what
were called switching stations, so one line could reach more than one place. Still, it would take years to
2
get the phone system to work more efficiently.
Today there are cell phones, which do not need wires. They use signals that travel through the air,
carried by systems that depend on the science of physics. Many people now do not have a landline any
more, and just depend on their cell phone. The cell phone is changing communication and even
impacting how people live. It can connect people through texts as well as voice. It can download music
from the Internet. Some people even use their computers to talk to other people with video screens.
3
Those are the latest innovations in communication. So the telephone is still changing.
2.
3.

Efficient (adjective): achieving the greatest amount of work with the least amount of wasted effort or money
Innovation (noun): a new idea, product, or way of doing things
“Today's Telephone”, © 2005, Barbara Radner. Reprinted with permission, all rights reserved.

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.
1.

PART A: Which of the following best identifies a central idea of this article?
A.
B.
C.
D.

2.

PART B: Which phrase from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

“Later, communications improved in that people would send letters that
traveled by wagons. In time, the mail would travel by train.” (Paragraph 1)
“The story begins very long ago, when there were no telephones. The only way
to get a message to someone else was to write it and send it.” (Paragraph 1)
“After many attempts, he perfected the machine. Once he had done that, the
world all wanted telephones.” (Paragraph 4)
“Those are the latest innovations in communication. So the telephone is still
changing.” (Paragraph 6)

Which statement best describes the connection between the Pony Express and telephones?
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

Inventions are often unpopular before they are improved upon.
Communication changes as technology advances and improves.
Technology will keep changing until someone gets it right.
Bell invented the first means of quickly sending messages to another person.

They were both replaced with faster ways of communicating.
Sending text messages through a cell phone was inspired by the Pony Express.
Although people use cell phones today, people still send letters through
messengers.
Though the cell phone is faster than a messenger, it is not as reliable.

What is the main idea of paragraph 6? Use evidence to support your answer.
2
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Reflection Questions

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Then,
discuss with a family member.

1.

Why do you think the author emphasizes that it took “years to get the phone system to
work more efficiently”? What does this tell you about technology?

2.

Besides communication, what other aspects of modern life have been impacted by
advances in technology?

3.

Based on the text and your knowledge of historical events, do you think the story of Bell’s
discovery—which is one of perseverance and frequent failures prior to his success—is a
common one? Do most inventors face similar barriers to success?

4.

Do you think it is important to keep up with the latest technologies, or does pressure to do
so encourage people to make poor choices?

3

Day 3 and 4
Name:

Soccer Speaks Many Languages
By Dianna Geers
2008

Innocent Ndayizeye is a refugee, meaning that he was forced to leave his home country because it was no
longer safe to live there. In this informational text, Dianna Greers discusses Innocent’s love for playing
soccer while living in a refugee camp and after he relocates to America. As you read, take notes on how
soccer helped Innocent make friends, no matter where he was.
[1]

Innocent Ndayizeye scrunched an old plastic bag
into a tiny clump, tied it with string, and stuffed it
into another plastic bag. He continued doing this
until the crumpled bags became large enough to
1
be the ball for a football game with his friends.
For goalposts, the boys took off their shirts and
laid them on the parched land.

A Sport for Everyone
Innocent and his friends lived in the Mkugwa
2
refugee camp in Tanzania. The children formed
football teams, had competitions, and played at
every chance.

"Playing football" by Oxfam East Africa is licensed under CC BY-NC
2.0

3

The refugee families in the camp were separated based on ethnicity — the Tutsis in one section, the
Hutus in another, and the families with both Tutsis and Hutus in their own section. This was because
the Tutsis and Hutus were fighting each other in a civil war. Despite this, all of the children played
together.
“We didn't worry if the other kids were Tutsis or Hutus,” recalls Innocent. “We just thought of them as
our friends.” Playing football gave all the children a common bond.

Life in a Refugee Camp
[5]

Refugee camps such as Mkugwa exist around the world. They are places where groups of people live
4
when their homeland is unsafe because of natural disaster, famine, or war. When people flee their
5
country to escape persecution or violence, they are called refugees. International laws protect them.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The author is referring to soccer, as soccer is called football in many other parts of the world.
an East African country
Ethnicity (noun): a state of belonging to a group that has a common national or cultural tradition
Famine (noun): extreme shortage of food
Persecution (noun): cruel or unfair treatment, especially because of race or political or religious beliefs

1

6

When Innocent was four years old, he and his family left their home country of Burundi. The civil war
had made it too dangerous to stay there. They walked until they reached the Mkugwa refugee camp.
Innocent's dad built a two-room house for his family out of mud and sticks that they gathered.
Since Innocent's family had left many of their belongings behind, they needed food and clothing.
People from around the world donated these items to the refugee camp. If it weren't for such help
from others, “I would probably not be alive today,” Innocent says.
Innocent's parents lined up once a month to receive food and clothing for the family. They cooked their
food on a wood fire outside of their house. Most of the time, all they had was rice.
While living in the camp, Innocent's dad fixed radios and helped build mud homes for other refugees.
Innocent's mother worked as a nurse, helping to care for the sick. Innocent went to school in the camp.
His favorite part was recess, when he would play football.

Moving to America
[10]

After five years of living in the refugee camp, Innocent's family moved to the United States with the
help of a charitable organization. When they reached the United States, Innocent's family went first to
Kentucky and then to Iowa.
Everyone in Innocent's family spoke Kirundi and French, but not English. A church group was helping
them, and a few of its members began to teach them English. They also helped Innocent's family set up
an apartment, buy groceries, and enroll the children in school.

Friendship Through Soccer
Innocent was nine when he began school in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He knew none of the other kids, and
he didn't speak the language of his classmates very well. At recess, though, there was something he
understood. Kids played his favorite game, but in the United States they called it soccer instead of
football. Through soccer, Innocent made friends. They helped him learn English words and American
games. Innocent found that people everywhere can be friendly and helpful. It didn't matter if they
spoke a different language or were from a different place.

A Bright Future
Over the years, Innocent's family has adjusted to life in America. Now an American citizen and a
7
freshman at Iowa State University, Innocent gets good grades and speaks English fluently. He earned
8
a scholarship, and he is majoring in construction engineering so that he can learn to build houses, as
his father did. He plays American football, basketball, and — you guessed it — soccer.

6.
7.
8.

a country in East Africa that suffered a civil war from 1993 to 2006
able to speak or write easily
a payment made to support a student’s education

2

Innocent has played soccer for as long as he can remember, and it has helped him in many ways. The
game brought him together with children from different backgrounds while he lived in a refugee camp.
It helped him feel at home when he was a new arrival in America. And through the opportunities it has
created for him, it is helping him to fulfill his dreams.
Copyright © Highlights for Children, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. All rights reserved.

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.
1.

PART A: Which statement identifies the central idea of the text?
A.
B.
C.
D.

2.

PART B: Which detail form the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

“Innocent Ndayizeye scrunched an old plastic bag into a tiny clump, tied it with
string, and stuffed it into another plastic bag.” (Paragraph 1)
“Innocent went to school in the camp. His favorite part was recess, when he
would play football.” (Paragraph 9)
“Through soccer, Innocent made friends. They helped him learn English words
and American games. Innocent found that people everywhere can be friendly
and helpful.” (Paragraph 12)
“And through the opportunities it has created for him, it is helping him to fulfill
his dreams.” (Paragraph 14)

PART A: Which of the following describes the kids at the Mkugwa refugee camp?
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

Playing sports can help people develop necessary life skills.
No matter where you go in the world, all sports are the same.
Sports can bring people together, despite all of their differences.
Remaining physically active is important to being happy and healthy.

They are accepting and supportive of one another.
They are discouraged from their experiences as refugees.
They are cold and exclusive towards one another.
They are unable to relax and have fun like other kids.

PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

“He continued doing this until the crumpled bags became large enough to be
the ball for a football game with his friends.” (Paragraph 1)
“The children formed football teams, had competitions, and played at every
chance.” (Paragraph 2)
“The refugee families in the camp were separated based on ethnicity — the
Tutsis in one section, the Hutus in another” (Paragraph 3)
“‘We didn't worry if the other kids were Tutsis or Hutus,’ recalls Innocent. ‘We
just thought of them as our friends.’” (Paragraph 4)

3

Reflection Questions

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Then,
discuss with a family member.

1.

Innocent didn’t care who is teammates were or where they were from when he played
soccer. Have you ever had the opportunity to work with people who are different than you
are? What was it like to work with people from different backgrounds or with different
opinions?

2.

How do you think Innocent was able to make friends at the refugee camp and in America,
despite the differences between him and the other kids? Do you think there are some
things that people need to have in common, in order to be good friends? Why or why not?

3.

How was soccer an important part of maintaining peace and happiness in Innocent’s life?
Do you think sports could help bring peace in other situations? If so, how?

4.

Innocent encountered many obstacles as a refugee and moving to a new country. How do
you think playing soccer helped him overcome these obstacles? What is something that has
helped you get through difficult times?

4

Day 5 and 6
Name:

How Do I Look?
By BirdBrain Science
2016

There are many factors that contribute to who a person becomes. In the text, the author discusses the
different influences responsible for shaping a human being. The two categories are nature and nurture. As
you read, identify the differences between nature and nurture.
[1]

Have you ever wondered why you look the way
you do? Do you ever think about what you are
going to look like in five years, or in 25 years?
When you were born, you didn’t look the way you
do today. In fact, when you were born, you
probably looked like a lot of other babies: small, a
bit round, no hair, no teeth and little chubby arms
and legs. Although we start out looking like other
babies, we all change and grow to look different,
as we get older. Some people grow tall, and some
do not. Some people’s feet are bigger than
others. Some people need glasses, and others
see clearly. Some people have skin that is
smooth, and some have skin that is wrinkled or
freckled. Some people seem to have strong
muscles and others look like they have no
muscles at all. We all look very different. The
reason for our differences involves both what we
were born with and what happens to us after we
are born.

"Marian and Vivian Brown" by Christopher Michel is licensed
under CC BY 2.0.

Some things about us are set before we are born. When a mother and father have a child, they give
things like eye color and hair color to their child. Traits are the parts of us, and all living things, that we
get from our parents that make up what we look like. Traits are things like eye color, hair color, height,
and whether our second toe is longer than our big toe. Let’s say a mother and father both have red
hair. Their child will most likely have red hair too. Even if their child is born with no hair at all, you can
make a good guess that the hair that will grow will be red because his or her hair color is already
decided. It is a trait that the child’s parents passed along to their baby.

1
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Some things about us, though, are shaped by what happens after we are born. Imagine twin girls who
are born with the same exact traits: same hair, same eyes, and same size. As they grow up together
they will look alike, and most likely will sound alike. If they dress alike, too, it could be very hard to tell
them apart. Now think about what would happen if those twins spend their childhood living in two
different homes. One home might be in a very cold place and the other in a warm area. Then these
girls would most likely wear different clothes, play different sports and eat different foods. They might
have been born with the trait of having crooked teeth, but if one twin gets braces and the other does
not, their smiles will end up looking very different. When they become adults, even though they were
born with the same traits, the way they grew up may have changed them in some ways.
Environmental influences are things in the world around us that change what we need and the way
we grow. Even if two people start out almost the same, like twins, where and how they live can change
the way they look as they grow up.
If twins who are born with many of the same traits can grow up to look different, then what is it that
really makes us who we are? Believe it or not, scientists have been talking about this question for
hundreds of years. Some believe that it is mostly the traits that we get from our parents that decide
who we are. They call this our nature, or all the parts we get from our parents that make up who we
are when we are born. Think about making chocolate chip cookies. You need sugar, flour, butter, eggs
and chocolate chips. The nature of the chocolate chip cookie comes from those ingredients that have
been mixed together. If you use raisins instead of chocolate chips, they would no longer be chocolate
chip cookies. They would be raisin cookies. Your nature is all of your body’s ingredients put together.
They are the parts and pieces of you that you have when you enter the world. If you change one of
them, like the chocolate chips and the raisins, then you would be different too.
[5]

However, we know from our look at those twins that a person’s nature can be changed by where they
live and the way they grow up. Nurture is the way the world around us acts upon us and changes us
as we live and grow. Over the years, many people have believed that this is what really decides who we
are, no matter what we have in us when we are born. They thought that we could raise a child to
become just what we wanted him or her to be.
Let’s go back to that cookie. We know the nature of the cookie, or all the stuff that goes into it, but
that’s only the first part of what your cookie will be like. Once you have everything mixed together, you
shape the cookie dough into balls, put them on the baking sheet and place it in the oven. The heat of
the oven bakes the dough, and the cookie becomes flat and round. Now, if you put that cookie dough
into a square-shaped pan, it would not come out round. The shape of the pan, or the cookie’s
environment, changes the way the cookie “grows up.” You get two different looking chocolate chip
cookies, even though all the ingredients are the same. Now make believe that you are the cookie. Your
nature might say that your feet will grow to be a certain size, but if you grow up wearing shoes that are
too small for you, your feet might not reach their full size. You can change the way your feet grow just
by wearing the wrong size shoe!
As these two ideas of nature and nurture have been studied over the years, many people have come to
agree that both are very important to how we grow and who we become. What we get from our
parents forms the beginning of what we are going to look like and act like. It has a hand in how we look
at the world and how the world looks at us. However, the place where we live and the way we grow up
matters very much as well. What we go through in our lives and the way the world changes us plays a
big part in how we become who we are.
"How Do I Look?", © 2016, BirdBrain. Reprinted with permission, all rights reserved.
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.
1.

PART A: Which statement best identifies the central idea of the text?
A.
B.
C.
D.

2.

PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

“The reason for our differences involves both what we were born with and what
happens to us after we are born.” (Paragraph 1)
“When a mother and father have a child, they give things like eye color and hair
color to their child.” (Paragraph 2)
“If twins who are born with many of the same traits can grow up to look
different, then what is it that really makes us who we are?” (Paragraph 4)
“As these two ideas of nature and nurture have been studied over the years...”
(Paragraph 7)

PART A: How does paragraph 3 contribute to the development of ideas in the text?
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

The traits your parents pass down to you are more responsible for the person
you become than outside influences.
Outside influences, such as where you grow up and the way you grow up, have a
stronger impact on the person you become than traits passed down by your
parents.
While the traits your parents pass down help make you who you are, outside
influences also play an important role.
Scientists are completely unsure of how nurture and nature combine to make
people who they are.

It contrasts the traits of nature and nurture.
It challenges the idea that nurture strongly influences the person you become.
It gives examples of how outside influences can impact the person you become.
It shows that the influences of nature and nurture are easier to study in twins.

PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

“Let’s say a mother and father both have red hair. Their child will most likely
have red hair too.” (Paragraph 2)
“As they grow up together they will look alike, and most likely will sound alike.”
(Paragraph 3)
“One home might be in a very cold place and the other in a warm area. Then
these girls would most likely wear different clothes...” (Paragraph 3)
“Some believe that it is mostly the traits that we get from our parents that
decide who we are.” (Paragraph 4)

3

Reflection Questions

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Then,
discuss with a family member.
1.

What environmental influences have contributed to shaping the person you are today?

2.

Why is it important to consider both traits and environmental influences when studying the
development of people?

3.

In the context of the article, what makes you who you are? In your opinion, are traits or
environmental influences more important in shaping who a person becomes? Cite evidence
from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.

4

Day 7 and 8
Name:

The Smell of Rain
By Jennifer Owings Dewey
2003

Jennifer Owings Dewey is an author and illustrator of natural history books for children and adults. In this
short story, a narrator describes being able to smell oncoming rain. As you read, take notes on what the
narrator observes when it is about to rain.
[1]

“What do you mean, you can smell rain coming?”
Amanda asked. She was my first cousin, ten years
old, same as me. She was on a visit to our ranch
from her home in Vermont.
“Nobody ever asked me before,” I said, shaking
my head. “I just can.”
“But how?”
My curious cousin started the two of us on a
1
quest for an answer. Can anybody honestly
smell rain coming? What made me think I could?

[5]

"The Smell of Rain" by Jennifer Owings Dewey is used with
permission.

It was August, so there were a lot of chances to observe. In the desert, southwest monsoon rains come
in August. Strong winds come first, blowing over the mountains. Dark thunderheads build, rising miles
into the sky, and rain spills out of them, falling in gray streaks that resemble long, straight hair.
But before I saw or felt any of those signs, I could smell the rain coming. No wonder Amanda was so
2
skeptical.
“Think,” Amanda said to me. “What is it you smell that tells you rain is coming?”
I struggled to find words for a complex sensation that, until that moment, I had not even thought
about. “Let's go to the pond this afternoon,” I said. “I want to show you something.”
I planned to show Amanda that insects can detect coming rains. If insects could do it, then it wasn't
impossible. So why couldn't people do it, too?

1.
2.

Quest (noun): a long search for something
Skeptical (adjective): having doubts

1

Day 7 and 8
[10]

3

Our irrigation pond was fed by runoff from the river, an irregular flow that came and went according
to how much it rained. The pond was muddy, shallow, sometimes boggy, and always alive with insects.
I had noticed that insects flew in low and gathered in huge numbers around (or on) the water well
before a rain. We tested my theory a few days later, waiting by the pond as thunderclouds built in the
east. Sure enough, the willows that surrounded the pond were soon thick with insects tucked under
leaves, clinging to stems and branches. Over time, we saw that the approach of a big storm, with
flashes of lightning and booming thunder, always increased insect populations in the bushes and on
the surface of the water.
4

“They sense rain is coming,” I ventured. “They're out flying around, and something makes them find a
safe place to wait out the wet.”
Chickens and chicks, pigs and piglets, cats and kittens-all sought shelter before a storm.
In large, noisy flocks, ravens flew into the cottonwood trees, squawking and cackling an hour before
rain fell. Bees zipped into their hives. (We had a dozen white hive boxes at the bottom of the alfalfa
field.)
One afternoon, my sisters went horseback riding and got caught on the far side of the river when a
5
flash flood tore out of the mountains. They came home and described how their mounts turned
nervous and jittery, ready to bolt for home well before reaching the river. The horses had sensed the
danger.
[15]

Amanda insisted that I did not smell rain coming, but saw signs.
“It's the way animals behave that's giving you clues about rain coming. I think so, anyway,” Amanda
said.
“Maybe,” I said, frowning, considering. “But I can smell it, too.”
Finally, we discovered other small changes that took place before a rain. Cut hay let off a potent
6
aroma. The berries on juniper pines seemed to swell and turn a darker purple. The smell of the
berries seemed richer.
Alfalfa blossoms appeared to grow fuller and bluer. Their fragrance seemed fuller, too.

[20]

At the time, the true source of these aromas was a mystery. Years later, I understood that moisture in
the air—a rise in humidity—can cause plants to give off strong smells.
7

In our search for answers, we asked Bill, the ranch wrangler. He lived an outdoor life. He knew Mother
Nature's secrets.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

a manmade pond used to provide water to animals and crops
Venture (verb): to dare to do something risky
a sudden flood, usually due to heavy rain
a strong smell
someone in charge of the animals on a ranch

2
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8

“Part of the answer is the creosote bushes,” he said. “When creosote bark gets rain-soaked, it lets off a
powerful smell. Some folks like it. To me, it's the stench of roofing tar. The winds blow that far-off smell
to your nose, well before the rain comes.”
“Wind carrying plant smells,” Amanda announced, pleased with herself.
She went home in early September. I wanted her to stay forever. “I'll try at home, to smell rain on the
9
way,” she said, maybe to console me before leaving.
[25]

We had discovered that there are aromas, changes in the air, and changes in what animals do, before a
storm. Paying attention to these signs can help a person predict rain.
It's still mysterious, but like a lot of mysteries, it's also still true.

Copyright © Highlights for Children, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. All rights reserved.

8.
9.

a brown, oily liquid used to keep wood from rotting
Console (verb): to comfort someone

3

Day 7 and 8
Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.
1.

PART A: Which sentence best describes the theme of the short story?
A.
B.
C.
D.

2.

PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

“But before I saw or felt any of those signs, I could smell the rain coming. No
wonder Amanda was so skeptical.” (Paragraph 6)
“I had noticed that insects flew in low and gathered in huge numbers around (or
on) the water well before a rain.” (Paragraph 10)
“We had discovered that there are aromas, changes in the air, and changes in
what animals do, before a storm.” (Paragraph 25)
“I wanted her to stay forever. ‘I'll try at home, to smell rain on the way,’ she said,
maybe to console me before leaving.” (Paragraph 24)

PART A: How does Amanda react when the narrator tells her that she can smell rain?
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

Paying attention to your senses may help explain nature’s behavior.
It’s impossible for humans to fully understand nature.
Some people are more in touch with nature than others.
Animals are better connected with nature than humans.

She does not believe that her cousin can smell rain before it starts.
She is jealous that her cousin can smell rain and she can’t.
She is excited by the idea that her cousin can smell rain.
She is suspicious that her cousin is lying about being able to smell rain.

PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

“My curious cousin started the two of us on a quest for an answer.” (Paragraph
4)
“‘Think,’ Amanda said to me. ‘What is it you smell that tells you rain is coming?’”
(Paragraph 7)
“‘It's the way animals behave that's giving you clues about rain coming. I think
so, anyway,’ Amanda said.” (Paragraph 16)
“‘I'll try at home, to smell rain on the way,’ she said, maybe to console me before
leaving.” (Paragraph 24)

4

Day 7 and 8
Reflection Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions on the space provided. Then,
discuss with a family member.
1.

In the story, the narrator claims to smell rain. Do you think some people are more aware of
changes in nature than others? Why or why not? What might make a person more or less
aware of nature? Have you ever smelled rain before it started, like the narrator? What were
the smells that you noticed, and why did these smells hint that rain was on the way?

2.

How can people use their basic senses to understand the world around them? What other
methods can help a person understand changes in nature? Describe a time when you
realized the weather was going to change before it actually did. Did you rely on your senses
or your experiences?

3.

At the beginning of the story, the narrator struggles to explain how she uses her sense of
smell to predict rain. How does the narrator try to explain her thinking to her cousin? Have
you ever been in a situation where someone didn’t understand how you felt or what you
believed? How did you explain your thoughts and ideas?

5

Day 9 and 10
Name:

The Crow and the Pitcher
By Aesop
620-560 BCE

Aesop was a storyteller who lived in ancient Greece between 620 and 560 BCE. This story is part of his
collection of tales known as “Aesop’s Fables,” which did not survive in writing but were passed down by
people retelling them. They have deeply influenced children's literature and modern storytelling culture. As
you read, take notes on the conflict the crow faces and how he solves his problem. Think about the lesson
the author is trying to teach the reader.
[1]

In a spell of dry weather, when the Birds could
find very little to drink, a thirsty Crow found a
1
pitcher with a little water in it. But the pitcher
2
was high and had a narrow neck, and no matter
how he tried, the Crow could not reach the water.
The poor thing felt as if he must die of thirst.
Then an idea came to him. Picking up some small
pebbles, he dropped them into the pitcher one by
one. With each pebble the water rose a little
higher until at last it was near enough so he could
drink.

"The Crow and the Pitcher" by Milo Winter is in the public domain.

"The Crow and the Pitcher" by Aesop is in the public domain.

1.
2.

a container used to hold and pour liquids
The “neck” refers to a thin part of an object.

1

Day 9 and 10
Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.
1.

PART A: What does the word “spell” mean as it is used in paragraph 1?
A.
B.
C.
D.

2.

PART B: Which phrase from paragraph 1 provides the best support for your answer to Part
A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

He is not able to solve a problem.
He is resourceful and clever.
He is extremely strong.
He knows when to ask for help.

How does paragraph 2 contribute to the story’s resolution?
A.
B.
C.
D.

5.

“a thirsty crow”
“when the birds could find very little”
“a little water in it”
“found a pitcher”

What does the information in paragraph 2 reveal about the crow?
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

a saying with magical powers
a type of weather
a period of time
a land needing water

After not being able to find anything to drink, the crow decides to ask for help.
After having lots of water, the crow now can’t find any.
After struggling to get the water from the pitcher, the crow finds a solution.
After not being able to get water from the pitcher, the crow decides to look in a
new place.

Explain the theme or lesson of the story. Use evidence from the story to support your
answer.

2

Day 9 and 10
Reflection Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions on the space provided. Then,
discuss with a family member.
1.

Why was the crow successful in solving the problem he faced? What traits did he have
helped him to succeed? Cite evidence from the text and your own experiences in your
answer.

2.

How could you apply the crow’s actions and attitude in your own life? Cite evidence from
the text and your own experiences in your answer.

3.

In the context of this story, do you think it is more important to be clever or to remain
positive in a difficult situation? Cite evidence from the text and your own experiences in
your answer.

4.

If the crow had not been successful in using the stones to get the water from the pitcher,
what action do you think he would have taken next? Cite evidence from the text and your
own experiences in your answer.

3

Grade 5
Mathema cs
These materials are supplemental and will not be counted for a grade; students will not be penalized if the packet
is not completed.

Parent Support

In 5th grade, students understand that
volume is an attribute of three-dimensional
figures. Students learn volume as the
amount of space inside an object. They
are introduced to cubic units, with side
lengths of 1 unit which have a volume of 1
cubic unit.

Day

1

Strategies

5th Grade - Optional At-Home Packet Parent Guidance

Volume Part I - pages
1 and 2

Fluency and Skills
Practice

2

Students continue to practice volume and
use visual models of rectangular prisms
filled or partially filled with unit cubes to
determine volume. (Some may be without
the visual of a rectangular prism.)

Volume Part 2 pages 3 and 4

3

Students apply their knowledge of decimal
place value to read and write decimals to
the thousandths place in standard, and
expanded form. They recognize that the
expanded form of a decimal can be written
in decimal form and fraction form.

Writing a Decimal in
Standard Form- page
7

4

Students will learn how numbers
compare and extend this
understanding to decimal numbers.
They will understand that the
relationships between whole numbers
also exist between decimal numbers.
Specifically, a digit in one place
represents 10 times as much as it
represents in the place to its right, and
1/10 of what it represents in the place
to its left.
Comparing Decimals
- page 8

5

In this lesson students add and subtract
decimals. By using visual models such as
place-value charts, number lines, and
base-ten models, they understand why the
standard algorithm works.

Adding and
Subtracting
Decimals- pages 9-11

Students apply their understanding of
place value and use their estimating skills
to estimate a decimal sum or difference to
check whether a result is reasonable.

In this lesson students extend the concept
of fraction addition and subtraction to
adding and subtracting fraction with unlike
denominators. They rewrite fractions with
unlike denominators as equivalent
fractions that have a common, or like,
denominator. Then they add or subtract
the fractions using methods familiar to
them from previous grade levels.

6

7

Adding and
Subtracting Fractions
- pages 17-18

Use Estimation with
Decimals - page 16

In this lesson students apply place value
understanding as they use the area model
and partial products to multiply whole
numbers. They combine partial products to
find products.

In this lesson students apply their
understanding of multiplying and dividing
whole numbers to multiplying and dividing
fractions.

8

9

Multiplying & Dividing
Fractions - pages
21-22

Multiplying & Dividing
Whole Numbers pages 19-20

10

In fifth grade, students use estimation
strategies, based on benchmark fractions,
to estimate sums and differences of
fractions and mixed numbers to check
whether the results are reasonable in the
context of a problem.

Estimating in Word
Problems with
Fractions - page 28

Volume Part 1

Day 1

Name: ________________________

Show your work using pictures, words and numbers.
1. What is the volume of this ﬁgure?

2. What expression could be used to ﬁnd the volume of this rectangular prism?

3. Jennifer stacked 2 cubes on each square on this mat to form a rectangular prism. What is
the volume of Jennifer’s rectangular prism?

pg. 1

4. Cassandra built a tower with cubes. What is the volume of Cassandra’s tower?

6. Adam and Kaylee are packing books into two boxes.

● The ﬁrst box is 9 inches long, 7 inches wide, and 8 inches high.
● The second box is 8 inches long, 8 inches wide, and 6 inches high.
How much space do Adam and Kaylee need to have to pack their books?

7. Abram made the building below using unit cubes.
What is the total volume of Abram’s building?

pg. 2

Volume Part 2

Day 2

Name: ________________________

1. The volume of a rectangular prism is 48 cubic cen meters. What could be the dimensions
of the rectangular prism?

2. What is the volume of this ﬁgure?

3. Amari built a design of the number symbol with blocks. What is the volume of Amari’s
design?

4. What is the volume of this ﬁgure?

pg. 3

5. Juanita’s pencil box is a rectangular
prism. The box is 10 inches long,
6 inches wide, and 4 inches deep.
What is the volume of Juanita’s
pencil box?

6. What is volume? Describe two ways the volume of a rectangular prism can be measured.
Be sure to include a descrip on of the unit used to measure volume of a rectangular prism.

7. Julien and Logan both ate cereal for breakfast. They both measured the volume of their
cereal box. The diagram below shows both boxes. Which cereal box had a greater
volume? How much greater is the volume? Explain how you know.

pg. 4

Fluency and Skills Practice

Writing a Decimal in Standard Form

Day 3
Name:

What decimal represents each number?
1 one and six tenths

2 eight and eleven hundredths

1
3 6 3 1 1 5 3 __
10

4 thirteen and thirteen thousandths

1
1
5 2 3 10 1 7 3 __
1 3 3 ___
10
100

1
1
6 4 3 1 1 1 3 ___
1 9 3 _____
100
1,000

7 five hundred twelve thousandths

1
1
8 8 3 100 1 2 3 __
1 8 3 _____
10
1,000

1
9 2 3 1 1 4 3 ___
100

10 forty-two and forty-one hundredths

1
11 7 3 100 1 2 3 10 1 3 3 1 1 6 3 __
10

12 twelve and sixty-eight thousandths

1
1
1
13 3 3 1,000 1 6 3 100 1 3 3 10 1 7 3 __
1 2 3 ___
1 8 3 _____
10
100
1,000

14 nine hundred fifty-six and four hundred twenty-seven thousandths

15 How was writing decimals for numbers in word form different from numbers in expanded form?

©Curriculum Associates, LLC
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Fluency and Skills Practice

Comparing Decimals

Day 4

Name:

Write the symbol ,, 5, or . in each comparison statement.
1 0.02

0.002

2 0.05

4 0.74

0.084

5 1.2

7 3.201

10 4.60

13 3.033

3.099

4.060

3.303

8 0.159

11 302.026

14 9.074

16 567.45

564.75

17 78.967

19 12.112

12.121

20 26.2

0.5

3 0.74

1.25

6 5.130

1.590

8.268

12 0.237

0.223

15 6.129

6.19

18 5.346

5.4

9.47

26.200

5.13

8.269

9

300.226

78.957

0.84

21 100.32

100.232

22 What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

©Curriculum Associates, LLC
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Day 5
Adding and Subtracting Decimals Name: ____________________
Show your work for each problem.

1. Jeane bought 2 books to read while on vaca on.
● The ﬁrst book cost $15.45
● The second book cost $9.87
About how much did Jeane spend on her new books?

2. Each month Mizrahi pays $62.74 for unlimited texts and calls. There is a new
wireless company oﬀering monthly plans for $48.50 unlimited texts plus an
addi onal $5.99 for unlimited calls. If Mizrahi switches plans, how much
money would she save each month?

3. The models below are shaded to represent two diﬀerent decimal numbers.

What is the sum of these shaded decimal numbers?

9

4. Seth and Solomon ran in a relay race. Seth ran the ﬁrst 200 yards in 33.78
seconds. Then he passed the baton to Solomon. Solomon ran the next 200
yards in 42.55 seconds. It took him 7 seconds longer because he tripped over a
rock on the track. What would their total running me be if Solomon had not
tripped on the rock?

5. Alexis drank two bo les of water this morning. One bo le held 12.5 ounces of
water. The other bo le held 8.75 ounces of water. She wants to drink at least 32
ounces of water each day. How many more ounces does Alexis need to drink to
make her goal?

6. Each month Mizrahi pays $62.74 for unlimited texts and calls. There is a new
wireless company oﬀering monthly plans for $48.50 unlimited texts plus an
addi onal $5.99 for unlimited calls. If Mizrahi switches plans, how much
money would she save each month?

7. Alycia has $10 to use for some new school supplies. She wants to buy a
binder for $2.79, a package of markers for $1.25 and 2 packs of ink pens for $
1.96 each. How much change should she get?

Fluency and Skills Practice

Using Estimation with Decimals

Day 6

Name:

Solve the problems.
1 Lori needs at least 12 liters of water to fill a water cooler. She has a container with 4.55 liters of

water, a container with 3.25 liters of water, and a container with 4.85 liters of water. Does she
have enough water? Use estimation only to decide. Explain why you are confident in your
estimate.

2 Nia wants the total weight of her luggage to be no more than 50 kilograms. She has three

suitcases that weigh 15.8 kilograms, 17.42 kilograms, and 16.28 kilograms. Is the total weight
within the limit? Use only estimation to decide. Explain how you know your estimate gives you
the correct answer.

3 Omar measures one machine part with length 4.392 centimeters and another part with length

6.82 centimeters. What is the difference in length? Use estimation to check your answer for
reasonableness.

©Curriculum Associates, LLC
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Day 7
Adding & Subtracting Fractions
Show your work for each problem.

Name: ________________________________

1. The models shown are shaded to represent two mixed numbers.

What is the sum?

2. Macy washed her dirty clothes over the weekend. She used 1 scoops of detergent for
her white load and of a scoop of detergent for her color load. How much more laundry
detergent did she use in the white load?

3. How far apart are the two points on this number line?

17

4. Maggie carried 3 bags of groceries in from the grocery store.
● The first bag weighed 4 pounds.
● The second bag weighed 2 pounds
● The third bag weighed 1 pounds.
She carried the first bag in her left hand. She carried the second and third bag in
her right hand. How much more weight did she carry with her left hand than her right
hand?

5. The cafeteria served pizza for lunch to three fifth grade classes. The cafeteria made 18
pizzas to be shared by the three classes.
● Ms. Hill’s class ate 5 pizzas.
● Mr. Jones’ class ate 7 pizzas.
How much pizza was left for Ms. Barnette’s class?

6. The cafeteria served pizza for lunch to three fifth grade classes. The cafeteria made 18
pizzas to be shared by the three classes.
● Ms. Hill’s class ate 5 pizzas.
● Mr. Jones’ class ate 7 pizzas.
How much pizza was left for Ms. Barnette’s class?

18

7. Josie has three plants. She is keeping track of how much the plants grow. The table
shows how many inches the plants have grown. About how many inches have the three
plants grown altogether?
Plants
Amount Grown
Plant A

3 inches

Plant B

2 inches

Plant C

4 inches

8. Javion drank quart of juice in two days. He drank quart of juice yesterday. How
much did he drink today?

19

Day 8
Mul plying & Dividing with Whole Numbers

Name: ________________________

1. Anyta has several packs of s ckers that she does not want anymore.
● She has 84 animal s ckers, 92 star s ckers, 141 emoji s ckers, and 27 rainbow s ckers.
● She wants to give an equal number of s ckers to her 4 younger sisters.
How many s ckers should she give to each sister?

2. Tomas earns $28 each me he mows the lawn for a neighbor. Tomas mowed 39 lawns in
the month of August. How much money did Tomas earn in August?

3. Mr. Hoover bought 15 bags of candy.
● 8 of the bags had 27 pieces of candy each.
● 7 of the bags had 132 pieces of candy each.
How many pieces of candy did Mr. Hoover buy?

4. Two hundred thirty ﬁ h graders were a ending a play at Charlo e Children’s Theater. Each
row has 28 seats. If the students use the fewest number of rows possible, in how many
rows will they be seated?

20

5. Mrs. Pa erson bought a case of pencils at the beginning of the school year.
● The case had 48 boxes with 24 pencils in each box.
● She wants to give 8 pencils to each of her 23 students to begin the year.
How many extra pencils will she have a er she gives the pencils to her students?

6. 100 elementary schools are collec ng can food items for a local charity.
● The schools have a goal to donate 40,000 cans.
● 57 schools have each collected 386 items.
● 43 schools have each collected 178 items.
How many more cans need to be collected to reach the goal?

7. A toy company makes 3,916 hula hoops every hour. The company makes seven mes as
many hula hoops in a whole day. How many hula hoops are made in one day?

8. A potato chip company paid students to par cipate in a taste test. Each student was paid
$25. The potato chip company paid a total of $975. How many students par cipated in the
taste test?
21

Day 9
Multiplying & Dividing with Fractions

Name: _______________________________

1. Nancy bought a pack of 10 cookies for her 3 children to share equally. How many cookies
should each child get if the cookies are shared equally between the 3 children?

1

2. The math club has 96 members. of the members are fourth graders and the rest are fifth
8
graders. How many math club members are fifth graders?

1

3. Kadaris completed his math homework in of an hour.
3
● He had to complete 4 math problems.
● He spent an equal amount of time on each problem.
How much of an hour did Kadaris spend on each problem?

4. Write an equation where the product is greater than 3?
22

5. Ting Wei has 4 kittens.
● Ting Wei feeds these kittens a total of 11 ounces of food at each meal.
● Ting Wei feeds each kitten an equal amount of food at each meal.
Write 3 true statements based on the information.

6. Each can on a shelf has a mass of

3
5

kilogram. What is the total mass of 9 of these cans?

7. Bella, Katina, and Juanita have 7 cookies to share. If the girls want to share the cookies
equally, how many cookies should each girl receive?

1

8. Darice had 5 feet of ribbon. She needs foot of ribbon to make an ornament. How many
3
ornaments can she make with the amount of ribbon she has?
23

Fluency and Skills Practice

Estimating in Word Problems
with Fractions

Day 100

Name:

Solve the problems. Estimate to tell if your solution is reasonable. Show your work.
3
1 Jim mails one package that weighs __
pound and another that weighs __23 pound. What is the total
8

weight of both packages?

1
2 Rosa needs 5__
yards of ribbon for a crafts project. She already has 2__78 yards of ribbon. How
4

many more yards of ribbon does she need to buy?

3
3 To make fruit punch, Tyrone needs 3__
quarts of orange juice and 3__34 quarts of cranberry juice.
8

How many quarts of juice does he need in all?
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Fluency and Skills Practice

Estimating in Word Problems
with Fractions continued

Name:

5
4 Lin spent __
hour on math homework and 1__34 hours on science homework. How many hours in
6

all did she spend on homework for both subjects?

1
5 Sandra rode her bike 9__
miles on Monday and 6__45 miles on Tuesday. How many more miles did
3

she ride on Monday than on Tuesday?

6 How can you make a high estimate for the sum of two fractions in a word problem?

©Curriculum Associates, LLC
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5to Grado
Área Curricular: Mathematica
Estos materiales son suplementarios y no serán contados como calificación; los estudiantes no serán penalizados
si el paquete no se completa.

Apoyo de Padres

En quinto grado, los estudiantes
entienden que el volumen es un
atributo de figuras tridimensionales.
Los estudiantes aprenden el
volumen como la cantidad de
espacio dentro de un objeto. Son
introducidos a unidades cúbicas, con
longitudes laterales de 1 unidad que
tienen un volumen de 1 unidad
cúbica.

Día

1

Estrategias

5to Grado - Guia para Padres para el Paquete en Casa Opcional

Volume Part I Páginas 1 y 2

Fluidez y Práctica de
Habilidades

2

Los estudiantes continúan
practicando el volumen y usan
modelos visuales de prismas
rectangulares llenos o parcialmente
llenos de cubos unitarios para
determinar el volumen. (Algunos
pueden estar sin la imagen de un
prisma rectangular).

Volume Part I - Page
1 and 2

3

Los estudiantes aplican su
conocimiento del valor del lugar
decimal para leer y escribir
decimales al milésimo lugar en forma
estándar y expandida. Reconocen
que la forma expandida de un
decimal se puede escribir en forma
decimal y en forma de fracción.

Writing a Decimal in
Standard Form- page
7

4

Los estudiantes aprenderán cómo
los números comparan y
extienden esta comprensión a los
números decimales.
Comprenderán que las relaciones
entre números enteros también
existen entre números decimales.
Específicamente, un dígito en un
lugar representa 10 veces más de
lo que representa en el lugar a su
derecha, y 1/10 de lo que
representa en el lugar a su
izquierda.
Comparing Decimals page 8

En esta lección, los estudiantes
suman y restan decimales. Los
estudiantes usan modelos visuales
como gráficos de valor posicional,
rectas numéricas y modelos de base
diez, para comprender por qué
funciona el algoritmo estándar.

Los estudiantes aplican su
comprensión del valor posicional y
usan sus habilidades de estimación
para estimar una suma decimal o
diferencia decimal para verificar si un
resultado es razonable.

5

6

Los estudiantes usen estrategias de estimación para
determinar si una respuesta es razonable Por ejemplo:
• Al agregar 3.6 + 1.7, un estudiante puede estimar que la suma es
mayor que 5 porque 3.6 es más de 3 ½ y 1.7 es más de 1
½.
• Al restar 5.4 - 0.8, el estudiante puede estimar la respuesta a

Use Estimation with
Decimals - page 16

Adding and
Subtracting Decimalspages 9-11

7

En esta lección, los estudiantes
amplían el concepto de suma y resta
de fracciones para sumar y restar
fracciones con denominadores
distintos. Reescriben fracciones con
denominadores distintos como
fracciones equivalentes que tienen
un denominador común o similar.
Luego suman o restan las fracciones
usando métodos que se les hacen
familiares de los niveles de grado
anteriores.

ser un poco más de 4.4 porque un número menor que 1 está siendo
restado
• Al multiplicar 6 x 2.4, un estudiante puede estimar una respuesta
entre 12 y 18 ya que 6 x 2 es 12 y 6 x 3 es 18. Otro el estudiante puede
dar una estimación de un poco menos de 15 porque él / ella calcula
que la respuesta es muy cercana, pero menor que 6 x 2 ½ y piensa en
2 ½ grupos de 6 como 12 (2 grupos de 6) + 3 (½ de un grupo de 6)
Adding and
Subtracting Fractions
- pages 17-18

8

En esta lección, los estudiantes
aplican la comprensión del valor
posicional mientras usan el modelo
de área y productos parciales para
multiplicar números enteros.
Combinan productos parciales para
encontrar productos.

Multiplying & Dividing
Whole Numbers pages 19-20

9

En esta lección, los estudiantes
aplican su comprensión de
multiplicar y dividir números enteros
para multiplicar y dividir fracciones.

Multiplying & Dividing
Fractions - pages
21-22

10

En quinto grado, los estudiantes
usan estrategias de estimación,
basadas en fracciones de referencia,
para estimar sumas y diferencias de
fracciones y números mixtos para
verificar si los resultados son
razonables en el contexto de un
problema.

Estimating in Word
Problems with
Fractions - page 28

5th Grade
Science
These materials are supplemental and will not be counted for a grade; students will not be penalized if
the packet is not completed.

OVERVIEW
DAY 1-2

CHANGES IN MATTER - Chemical
Changes/Physical Changes

DAY 3

CHANGES IN MATTER - Conservation of
Matter

DAY 4-6

Water Cycle

Day 7-8

WEATHER - Air Pressure and Fronts

Day 9

WEATHER - Westerlies and Jet Stream

Day 10

WEATHER

1

5to Grado
Ciencias
Estos materiales son suplementarios y no serán contados como calificación; los estudiantes no serán

penalizados si el paquete no se completa.

Visión General
Días 1-2
Día 3

CAMBIOS EN LA MATERIA-Cambios
Químicos/Cambios Físicos
CAMBIOS EN LA MATERIA Conservación de la Materia

Días 4-6

CICLO DE AGUA

Días 7-8

CLIMA - Presión de Aire y Frentes

Día 9

CLIMA - Vientos del Oeste y
Corriente en Chorro

Día 10

CLIMA

1

CHANGES IN MATTER
Physical and Chemical Changes

DAY 1
● READ THE PASSAGE
● COMPLETE THE STOP 3 TIMES
ACTIVITIES
● COMPLETE THE FRAYER MODELS

2

CAMBIOS EN LA
MATERIA
Cambios Físicos y Químicos

Día 1
● Lea el pasaje
● COMPLETE las Actividades “Parar 3
Veces”
● COMPLETE los Modelos de Frayer

2

Read, Think, and Take Notes
As you read, stop 3 times and write one of the
following:
● List something in the text that is confusing
● List a word that you do not know
● Write a question about the text
● Draw a diagram or picture something you read

1.

2.

3.

4

Chemical and Physical Changes
Are you confused about the difference between chemical changes and
physical changes and how to tell them apart? In a nutshell, a chemical
change produces a new substance, while a physical change does not. A
material may change shapes or forms while undergoing a physical change,
but no chemical reactions occur and no new compounds are produced.
Examples of Chemical Changes
A new substance (product) results from a
chemical change as the atoms rearrange themselves to
form new chemical bonds.
● Burning wood
● Souring milk
● Digesting food
● Cooking an egg
● Heating sugar to form caramel
● Baking a cake
● Rusting of iron

Examples of Physical Changes
No new substance forms in a physical change. Changing the state of a
pure substance between solid, liquid, and gas phases of matter are all
physical changes since the identity of the matter
does not change.
● Crumpling a sheet of aluminum foil
● Melting an ice cube
● Breaking a bottle
5

● Boiling water
● Evaporating alcohol
● Shredding paper
How to Tell Whether It's a Physical or Chemical Change?
Chemical reactions release or absorb heat or other energy or may
produce a gas, odor, color or sound. If you don't see any of these
indications, a physical change likely occurred. Be aware a physical change
may produce a dramatic change in the appearance of a substance. This
doesn't mean a chemical reaction occurred.

Vocabulary
chemical change
physical change

6

7

8

CHANGES IN MATTER
Physical and Chemical Changes

DAY 2
COMPLETE THE MONEY MAKER ACTIVITY
● COMPLETE THE PICTURE SORT
●

9

CAMBIOS EN LA
MATERIA
CAMBIOS FÍSICOS Y QUÍMICOS

DÍA 2
COMPLETE LA ACTIVIDAD “MONEY
MAKER”
● COMPLETE LA ORDEN DE IMAGEN
●

9

MONEY MAKER - SEE HOW MUCH MONEY YOU CAN EARN FOR THE FOLLOWING TASKS
50¢
WRITE A 5 WORD
SENTENCE
ABOUT
CHEMICAL
CHANGES
$1.00
GIVE 2
EXAMPLES OF A
PHYSICAL
CHANGE
$1.00
GIVE 2
EXAMPLES OF A
CHEMICAL
CHANGE
$5.00
WRITE 2
SENTENCES
COMPARING
PHYSICAL AND
CHEMICAL
CHANGES

10

CHEMICAL CHANGES

PHYSICAL CHANGES

11

13

14

CHANGES IN MATTER
Conservation of Matter

DAY 3
● READ THE PASSAGE
● COMPLETE THE STOP 3 TIMES
ACTIVITIES
● COMPLETE THE FRAYER MODELS

15

CAMBIOS EN LA
MATERIA
Conservación de la Materia

DÍA 3
● LEA EL PASAJE
● COMPLETE LAS ACTIVIDADES DE “PARAR
3 VECES”
● COMPLETE LOS MODELOS DE FRAYER

15

Read, Think, and Take Notes
As you read, stop 3 times and write one of the
following:
● List something in the text that is confusing
● List a word that you do not know
● Write a question about the text
● Draw a diagram or picture something you read

1.

2.

3.
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Conservation of Matter
The Law of Conservation of Matter says that the amount of matter
stays the same, even when matter changes form. Sometimes it may seem that
matter disappears during a science experiment, but this law tells us that
matter cannot magically appear or disappear, it simply changes from one
form to another. Another way to explain the law of conservation of matter
is to say that things cannot be magically created or destroyed.
Matter never vanishes.
Matter is anything that has mass and takes up space. Anything you can
see and touch is matter. Remember, matter has three main forms: solid,
liquid, and gas.
Matter can change from one form to another. For example, water can be
boiled, which turns it into a gas. It might seem like the boiling water
vanished, but it just changed into a form we cannot see, called water
vapor.
When a substance dissolves, it simply changes form.
Some matter, like sugar, can also be dissolved
into a liquid. This is another way matter can
change form. In our full properties of matter
episode, we show that when sugar is dissolved
in water, it seems to disappear. It didn’t. The
sugar simply dissolved into the water and you
could no longer see it.

17

The parts equal the whole
If you peel an orange, the mass of the whole orange
will equal the mass of the peel and juicy orange
wedges. If you crumble a cookie, the crumbs will have
the same mass as the whole cookie.

Vocabulary
matter
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WATER CYCLE
DAY 4
● READ THE PASSAGE
● COMPLETE THE FRAYER MODELS

20

CICLO DE AGUA
DÍA 4
● LEA EL PASAJE
● COMPLETE LOS MODELOS DE FRAYER

20

The Water Cycle
Lesson Vocabulary
• condensation
• evaporation
• freshwater
• precipitation
• runoff
• transpiration
• water
• water cycle
Introduction
Water is all around you — in pipes, in puddles, even in people. Water
covers more than 70% of Earth's surface. That's a good thing, because all
life on Earth depends on water. In fact, without water, life as we know it
could not exist. Water is a very special substance. Do you know why?

What Is Water?
Water is a simple chemical compound. Each molecule of water contains
two hydrogen atoms (H2) and one oxygen atom (O). That's why the chemical
formula for water is H2O. If water is so simple, why is it special? Water
is one of the few substances that exists on Earth in all three states of
matter. Water occurs as a gas, a liquid and a solid. You drink liquid
water and use it to shower. You breathe gaseous water vapor in the air.
You may go ice skating on a pond covered with solid water — ice — in the
winter.
Where Is Earth's Freshwater?
Earth is often called the “water planet.” Figure below shows why. If
astronauts see Earth from space, this is how it looks. Notice how blue the
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planet appears. That's because oceans cover much of Earth's surface. Water
is also found in the clouds that rise above the planet.
Most of Earth's water is
salt water in the oceans. As
the figure shows, only 3% of
Earth's water is fresh.
Freshwater is water that
contains little or no dissolved
salt. Most freshwater is frozen
in ice caps and glaciers.
Glaciers cover the peaks of
some tall mountains. For
example, the Cascade Range in
North America and the Alps in
Europe are capped with ice. Ice caps cover vast areas of Antarctica and
Greenland. Chunks of ice frequently break off ice caps. They form icebergs
that float in the oceans.
The Water Cycle
Did you ever wonder where the water in your glass came from or where it's
been? The next time you take a drink of water, think about this. Each
water molecule has probably been around for billions of years. That's
because Earth's water is constantly recycled.
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How Water Is Recycled
Water is recycled through the water cycle. The water cycle is the movement
of water through the oceans, atmosphere, land, and living things. The
water cycle is powered by energy from the Sun.

Processes in the Water Cycle
Water keeps changing state as it goes through the water cycle. This means
that it can be a solid, liquid, or gas. How does water change state? How
does it keep moving through the cycle? As Figure above shows, several
processes are involved.
• Evaporation changes liquid water to water vapor. Energy from the sun
causes water to evaporate. Most evaporation is from the oceans because
they cover so much area. The water vapor rises into the atmosphere.
• Transpiration is like evaporation because it changes liquid water to
water vapor. In transpiration, plants release water vapor through their
leaves. This water vapor rises into the atmosphere.
• Condensation changes water vapor to liquid water. As air rises higher
into the atmosphere, it cools. Cool air can hold less water vapor than
warm air. So some of the water vapor condenses into water droplets. Water
droplets may form clouds.
• Precipitation is water that falls from clouds to Earth's surface. Water
droplets in clouds fall to Earth when they become too large to stay aloft.
The water falls as rain if the air is warm. If the air is cold, the water
may freeze and fall as snow, sleet, or hail. Most precipitation falls into
the oceans. Some falls on land.
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• Runoff is precipitation that flows over the surface of the land. This
water may travel to a river, lake, or ocean. Runoff may pick up fertilizer
and other pollutants and deliver them to the water body where it ends up.
In this way, runoff may pollute bodies of water.
If you look at the image above, it looks like the water cycle occurs
mostly over land. That is far from the reality. In fact, the oceans are a
critical part of the water cycle. Can you think why that may be?
The oceans are an essential part of Earth's water cycle for one simple
reason. Oceans cover about 2/3 of the Earth's surface. As a result, most
evaporation comes from oceans. Most precipitation also occurs over the
oceans.
In all these ways, water keeps cycling. The water cycle repeats over
and over again. Who knows? Maybe a water molecule that you drink today
once quenched the thirst of a dinosaur.
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Vocabulary
CHOOSE 3 VOCABULARY WORDS FROM THE TEXT. COMPLETE A FRAYER MODEL FOR EACH

25

26

27

28

29

WATER CYCLE
DAY 5
●

COMPLETE THE QUESTIONS USING THE
TEXT PASSAGE FROM YESTERDAY

30

CICLO DE AGUA
DÍA 5
●

COMPLETE LAS PREGUNTAS USANDO EL
PASAJE DE TEXTO DE AYER.
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After reading, please answer questions 1-9 as above
1. What is freshwater?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. Where is most of Earth's freshwater found?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. What process changes water from a liquid to a gas? From a gas to a
liquid?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
4. Define infiltration and runoff.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
5. Describe the substance known as water.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
6. Why does most precipitation fall into the oceans?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
7. Apply lesson concepts to explain how a forest fire might affect
the water cycle.
_____________________________________________________________________
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WATER CYCLE
DAY 6
●

COMPLETE THE MONEY MAKER ACTIVITY
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MONEY MAKER - SEE HOW MUCH MONEY YOU CAN EARN FOR THE FOLLOWING TASKS
50¢
WRITE A 5 WORD
SENTENCE
ABOUT
EVAPORATION
$1.00
GIVE TWO
EXAMPLES OF
HOW WATER IS
RECYCLED
$1.00
USING
VOCABULARY
WORDS,
DESCRIBE HOW
SURFACE WATER
COULD HELP
CREATE
CLOUDS.
$5.00
CREATE A
DIAGRAM FOR
THE WATER
CYCLE. LABEL
THE DIAGRAM
USING
VOCABULARY
WORDS
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CICLO DE AGUA
DÍA 6
●

COMPLETE LA ACTIVIDAD “MONEY
MAKER”

MONEY MAKER - SEE HOW MUCH MONEY YOU CAN EARN FOR THE FOLLOWING TASKS
50¢
WRITE A 5 WORD
SENTENCE
ABOUT
EVAPORATION
$1.00
GIVE TWO
EXAMPLES OF
HOW WATER IS
RECYCLED
$1.00
USING
VOCABULARY
WORDS,
DESCRIBE HOW
SURFACE WATER
COULD HELP
CREATE
CLOUDS.
$5.00
CREATE A
DIAGRAM FOR
THE WATER
CYCLE. LABEL
THE DIAGRAM
USING
VOCABULARY
WORDS
32

WEATHER
AIR PRESSURE and Fronts

DAY 7
● READ THE PASSAGE
● COMPLETE THE STOP 3 TIMES
ACTIVITIES

34

CLIMA
PRESIÓN DE AIRE Y
FRENTES

DÍA 7
● LEA EL PASAJE
● COMPLETE LAS ACTIVIDADES “PARAR 3
VECES”

34

Read, Think, and Take Notes
As you read, stop 3 times and write one of the
following:
● List something in the text that is confusing
● List a word that you do not know
● Write a question about the text
● Draw a diagram or picture something you read

1.

2.

3.
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Pressure Systems and Fronts
Weather is often associated with pressure systems. Air pressure is
the weight of the molecules in air. Cool air molecules are closer together
and denser than warm air molecules. Cool air has higher pressure than warm
air masses. Warm air masses have lower pressure.
A high-pressure system is a large body of circulating air with high
pressure at its center and lower pressure
outside of the system. Air moves from high
pressure to low pressure. Because dense air
sinks, it moves away from the center to areas of
low pressure. High pressure systems bring sunny
skies and fair weather. Air moving from areas of
high pressure to areas of low pressure is called
wind.
A low-pressure system is a large body of
circulating air with low pressure at its center
and higher pressure outside of the system. Air on
the outside of the system will spiral in toward
the center. This causes air inside the
low-pressure system to rise. The rising air cools
and the water vapor condenses. Clouds form, and
sometimes precipitation, such as rain or snow,
also forms.
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Fronts
In 1918, Norwegian Jacob Bjerknes (BYURK nuhs) and his coworkers
developed a new method for forecasting the weather. Bjerknes noticed that
specific types of weather occur at the boundaries between different air
masses. He used the word front,
a military term, to describe
this boundary. A military front
is the boundary between
opposing
armies. A weather front is the
boundary between two air
masses. As
wind carries an air mass away
from the area where it formed, the air mass will eventually bump into
another air mass. Major weather changes often occur at fronts. Changes in
temperature, humidity, clouds, wind, and precipitation are common at
fronts.
Cold Fronts
The figure below shows a cold front. A cold front forms when a colder air
mass moves toward a warmer air mass. Cold air is denser than warm air. As
a result, the cold air pushes underneath the warm air mass. The warm air
rises and begins to cool. Water vapor in the air condenses, and clouds
form. Rain showers and thunderstorms often form along cold fronts. It is
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common for temperatures to decrease. The wind becomes gusty and changes
direction. In many cases, cold fronts give rise to severe storms.
Warm Fronts
The figure below shows a warm front. A warm front forms when less dense,
warmer air moves toward colder, denser air. The warm air rises above the
cold air mass. When the water vapor in the warm air condenses, a wide
blanket of clouds forms. These clouds often bring steady rain or snow for
several hours or days. A warm front brings warmer temperatures and causes
the wind to shift directions.
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WEATHER
AIR PRESSURE and Fronts

DAY 8
● Complete the Frayer Models
Vocabulary
● air pressure
● high pressure
● low pressure
● weather front
● cold front
● warm front
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EL CLIMA
PRESIÓN DE AIRE Y
FRENTES

DÍA 8
● Complete los Modelos de Frayer
Vocabulary
● air pressure
● high pressure
● low pressure
● weather front
● cold front
● warm front
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WEATHER
Westerlies and the Jet
Stream

DAY 9
● READ THE PASSAGE
● COMPLETE THE STOP 3 TIMES
ACTIVITIES

46

CLIMA
Vientos del Oeste y la
Corriente en Chorro

DÍA 9
● LEE EL PASAJE
● COMPLETE LAS ACTIVIDADES “PARAR 3
VECES”

46

Read, Think, and Take Notes
As you read, stop 3 times and write one of the
following:
● List something in the text that is confusing
● List a word that you do not know
● Write a question about the text
● Draw a diagram or picture something you read

1.

2.

3.
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WIND
Wind is somewhat of a mystery. We can't see it, but we can feel it.
So what exactly is wind?
Wind is the movement of large amounts of air. Even though we can't
see air, we know that it is made up of
molecules of different kinds of gasses,
mostly nitrogen and oxygen. When lots
of these molecules move, usually in one
direction, we call this wind.

Where Does Wind Come From?
Wind is caused by differences of pressure in the Earth's atmosphere.
Air from a high pressure area will move towards an area of low pressure.
High winds are caused when air moves between areas with large differences
in air pressure.
On Earth, the main differences in air pressure are caused by
differences in temperature. Cool air produces high air pressure and warm
air produces low air pressure. Warm air wants to rise. When warm air
rises, cool air will move in and replace the warm air, causing wind.
Another factor that affects the wind is the spinning of the Earth.
Global Winds - The Westerlies
The Earth has consistent wind patterns when looked at from a global
scale. Global winds are created by both the spin of the Earth and the
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differences in temperature between the equator and the polar areas. In the
middle latitudes of the Earth, between 35 and 65 degrees latitude, are the
prevailing westerly winds. These winds blow from the west to the east and
also towards the poles.

Global Winds - Jet Stream
Jet streams are fast
flowing, relatively narrow air
currents found in the atmosphere
at around 12 km above the
surface of the Earth. They form
a boundary between warm and cold
air masses. In the US the polar
jet stream separates the cold
air of the polar region and the
warmer air to the south.
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WEATHER
Westerlies and the Jet
Stream

DAY 10
● COMPLETE THE MONEY MAKER ACTIVITY

50

CLIMA
Vientos del Oeste y la
Corriente en Chorro

DÍA 10
● COMPLETE LA ACTIVIDAD “MONEY
MAKER”
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MONEY MAKER - SEE HOW MUCH MONEY YOU CAN EARN FOR THE FOLLOWING TASKS
50¢
WRITE A 5 WORD
SENTENCE
ABOUT
WEATHER
FRONTS
$1.00
WHAT KIND OF
WEATHER
WOULD YOU
EXPECT WITH A
HIGH PRESSURE
SYSTEM?
$1.00
WHAT KIND OF
WEATHER
WOULD YOU
EXPECT WITH A
LOW PRESSURE
SYSTEM?
$5.00
WRITE 2
SENTENCES
COMPARING
WESTERLIES
AND THE JET
STREAM
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Fifth Grade
Social Studies
These materials are supplemental and will not be counted for a grade; students will not be penalized if the
packet is not completed.

Fifth Grade Social Studies Parent Support Materials
TOPIC: Interdependence (Trade)
Economic Growth in the US - 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2
• Students will summarize the role of international trade between the United States and
other countries through Reconstruction.

Personal Financial Literacy - 5.E.2.1, 5.E.2.2
• Students will explain and evaluate the importance of developing a basic budget for
spending, saving, and borrowing.

Day 1 & 2
SS Standards: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
Economic growth - the change in the level of economic
activity from one year to another.
Production - the act of growing, making or manufacturing
goods and services.
Specialized Labor / Division of Labor - segmenting of large,
labor-intensive tasks into workable subtasks that may be
done by different workers or different groups of workers

Day 3 & 4
SS Standards: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
Resources - a stock or supply of money, materials, staff, and
other assets that can be used
Import - bring (goods/services) into a country from another
for sale.
Export - send (goods/services) to another country for sale.
Lesson Tasks:
• Read “SLAVERY AND THE TRIANGULAR TRADE”
(Spanish available)

Day 5 & 6
SS Standards: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
Mercantilism - an economic policy under which nations seek
to increase their wealth and power by obtaining large
amounts of gold and silver and by selling more goods than
they buy.
Market economy- an economic system in which prices are
determined by the free exchange of goods and services with
minimum government interference.

Lesson Tasks:
• Read “KING COTTON AND THE
SPREAD OF SLAVERY”
• Answer written response
questions
• Complete 4-Square for each
vocabulary word
• Compare Northern States versus Southern States during
Reconstruction. How were their economies the same,
different, be sure to explain with examples from the text.
• Answer written response questions
• Complete 4-Square for each
vocabulary word
• Explain with illustrations and words
the connection between resources,
imports and exports as it relates to
Triangular Trade.
• Who was Olaudah Equiano? What is
the significance of studying his
journey? Create a new journal entry
for Equiano

• Read, “THE OVERLAND
TRAILS” (Spanish available)
• Answer written response
questions
• Complete 4-Square for each
vocabulary word
• Illustrate your own picture of
mercantilism or market
economy.
• Create a brochure convincing people to move out west
during the time of Westward Expansion

Lesson Tasks/Activities:
Day 7 & 8
SS Standards: 5.E.2.1, 5.E.2.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
• Saving - an economy of or reduction in money, time, or
another resource.
• Borrow - take and use (money) from a person or bank under
an agreement to pay it back later.
• Donate - give (money or goods) for a good cause, for
example to a charity.

• Spend - pay out (money) in buying or hiring goods or
services.
Lesson Tasks:
• Complete “Using Money Wisely” activity
• Complete 4-Square for each
vocabulary word
• Create a family budget using
what you learned from the text.
• Create a budget if you were
traveling Westward during the

Gold Rush (reread The Overland Trails)
• Reflect - how can you use the 4 vocabulary words in your
everyday budget?
Day 9 & 10
SS Standards: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
Budget - the amount of money needed or available for a
purpose. Income - money received, especially on a regular
basis, for work or through investments.
Expenses - the cost required for something; the money spent
on something.

Lesson Tasks:
• Complete “TD Bank Financial Education” activities
• Complete 4-Square for each vocabulary word
• Reflect - How does your family
use cash, credit, and checks? If you
could live without one form of
payment in your family, which
would it be and why?

Putting Everything Together - Writing Prompts:
SS Standards: 5.E.1, 5.E.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4, 5.RI.5, 5.RI.8, 5.W.2

❏ How do resources impact a nation’s willingness to trade? Use past and present examples to explain your thinking.
❏ How do labor, capital, and markets drive or limit opportunities for economic growth? Argue both by giving examples from
the past or present experiences in the US economy.
❏ What are the alternatives and consequences involved in financial decision--making? Use reasoning in your own experiences
and 1 historical experience.
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What do you think?

The hot climate and moist soil of the South were perfect for growing cotton. In the 1800s it became the most
important cash crop in the South. By the 1830s, Southerners called this crop “King Cotton.”
Plantation owners used enslaved Africans to work in cotton fields. Many owners grew wealthy from selling cotton
harvested by enslaved workers. It was sold mainly to Great Britain, where factories made the cotton into cloth.
Cotton plants weakened the soil. Planters needed more land, so they moved west. Cotton fields spread across
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and, eventually, across the Mississippi River to Arkansas and Texas.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?

Cotton Rules the South
Enslaved Population Grows
The growth of cotton as a cash crop and the movement to the west created a need for more enslaved workers. In
1806 Congress passed a law that said no enslaved people could be brought into the United States after 1808. This
law did not bring an end to slavery. The population of enslaved people continued to grow because the children of
enslaved people were also enslaved. In addition, planters often brought enslaved people into the country from
Caribbean islands illegally.

Southern Economy
The economy of the South was built on the labor of these enslaved workers. The wealthiest Southerners owned
large areas of land and held hundreds of enslaved workers. Most Southern farmers planted crops on small pieces
of land. They did not have enslaved workers. Even so, both plantation owners and owners of small farms
depended on cotton.
Farmers grew food for the plantations, repaired roads, and built wagons. When the cotton was harvested, some
farmers earned money transporting crops to Southern ports by wagon.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?

Political Balance
In 1819 Missouri applied to be admitted to the Union as a slave state, a state in which slavery is allowed. At the
time, the nation had 11 slave states and 11 free states, or states in which slavery was not allowed. Northern states
wanted to keep the political balance in Congress. Letting Missouri enter the Union as a slave state would upset the
balance in Congress. Slave states would have more votes in the Senate than free states.
Both sides argued over Missouri for a year. Finally, Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky suggested the Missouri
Compromise. Under this plan, Missouri was admitted as a slave state. Maine, which had been part of
Massachusetts, became a separate, free state. The compromise stated that, in the future, slavery would not be
allowed in any new states north of Missouri’s southern border.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?
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Economic Differences
Slavery was not the only issue that divided the North and South. The regions had important economic differences.
Cotton was “king” in the South. Even people who did not grow cotton worked in some way to help bring it to
market.
Unlike the South, the Northern economy was based on industry. These industries did not use enslaved workers.
This led states in the North to outlaw slavery. In 1777 Vermont became the first state to outlaw slavery. Then, in
1804, New Jersey became the last Northern state to outlaw slavery.
In the North, men, women, and even children worked in factories making cloth, iron tools, rope, and other products.
These factories were small compared to those of Great Britain. Also, British factories used new technology to make
many of the same products more cheaply. This meant that they could sell their products to Americans at prices
lower than those charged by U.S. manufacturers.
Lower prices made it difficult for the smaller, American factories to compete with British factories. American
businesses that could not sell their products, which were more costly, failed. As a result, business owners asked
Congress to pass tariffs, or special taxes on goods coming into the United States. Tariffs raised the prices of
foreign-made products and helped American industries. In 1828 Congress passed tariffs on British goods, which
pleased Northern business owners.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?

Tariffs Divide States
The new tariffs angered people in the South. Owners of small farms complained that tariffs raised the prices of
imports, or goods brought into the country. In fact, imported goods often cost more anyway. The tariffs also
angered plantation owners. High tariffs meant that British manufacturers sold fewer goods in the United States.
Fewer sales meant that Great Britain had less money to buy cotton. This hurt Southern exports, or goods shipped
out of the country.

Speaking Out Against Congress
Southerners believed the tariffs threatened their way of life. Senator John C. Calhoun of South Carolina spoke out
against the tariffs. He claimed that Congress was trying to destroy the Southern economy. He said that Congress
was using tariffs to force the South to end the use of enslaved workers.
Calhoun said that the Constitution gave states the right to ignore the laws passed by Congress if those laws hurt
the state. Many Americans, including President Andrew Jackson, strongly disagreed with Calhoun. They thought
that allowing states to decide which federal laws to obey could destroy the Union.
Jackson sent U.S. forces to South Carolina to enforce the tariffs. This use of federal troops caused even greater
anger in the South. It would eventually be one cause of the bloodiest war in United States history.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?

Now it’s time to see what you’ve learned!
Complete the Self-Check Quiz and play the vocabulary game. Then answer the question below.
How can two areas that belong to the same country grow apart?
What do you think? Go to the Content Library to learn more about how the United States became divided over
slavery.
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What do you think?

When something interesting, exciting, or sad happens to you, what do you do? Do you often tell others about your
experience? If you do, you’re not alone. Most people tell stories! Sometimes stories are just for fun, but other times
stories are serious. In this lesson, you’ll learn about someone who had a very important story to tell.
My name is Olaudah Equiano. I lived at a very interesting and very sad time in history. I was born in Africa in the
1740s, and I traveled the world. Look for me as you read. When I'm talking, the words will be italicized, like you see
now. I’ll tell you what I saw.

How Slavery Was Introduced
Growing cash crops requires a lot of labor—more labor than colonial planters could do themselves. Planters
needed workers. At first, the planters hired indentured servants to do the work. An indentured servant agreed to
work for a number of years in exchange for travel to a colony. Not enough indentured servants came, though.
Planters looked for other sources of labor.
To meet the demand for labor, traders began purchasing captives (people!) in West Africa. Most captives were
taken from their homes and families.
This is what happened to me, Olaudah. I was around your age when I was kidnapped and taken from my home. I
never saw my mother again.
Traders shipped the captives across the Atlantic Ocean to colonies that needed labor. Tobacco planters brought
the first African captives to Jamestown in 1619. As the colonies grew, a system of slavery developed. Recall that
slavery is the practice of treating people as property and forcing them to work. By 1750, all thirteen colonies had
made slavery legal.
Did You Know?
Some of the first Africans in the colonies were treated more like indentured servants than enslaved people. After
years of labor, they gained their freedom. Later, colonial assemblies passed laws against setting captive Africans
free. This meant that most were enslaved for life.
What were some ways planters tried to meet their need for labor?

The Triangular Trade
During the 1700s, a system of shipping routes developed as trade grew across the Atlantic Ocean. The routes
linked Europe and Africa with the West Indies and the thirteen British colonies. Traders exchanged goods and
resources. They also brought enslaved Africans to the colonies. This system became known as the Triangular
Trade.
Follow my journey on the map. I was born in Africa. When I was kidnapped, I was put on a ship bound for the West
Indies. Later, I was sold to a man in Virginia. Can you imagine being a whole ocean away from your home?

A Very Important Trade
As the Triangular Trade developed, it promoted economic growth in the colonies. In fact, some colonists grew very
rich from it, especially in New England.
At this time, British rulers wanted the colonists to trade only with Great Britain. The British government, called
Parliament, passed laws to try to control colonial trade. Parliament couldn’t control the colonists, though. British
taxes cut into merchants’ profits. Merchants began secretly importing and exporting goods with traders from other
countries. This was an early step on the long road to independence.
The Triangular Trade had another effect. It quickly increased the number of enslaved Africans in the colonies.
Traders and planters became dependent on slavery to do business.
Did You Know?
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Most African captives came from western Africa. Today, this area includes these countries:
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Ghana
Angola
These countries were the biggest participants in the Atlantic slave trade:
Great Britain (including its colonies)
France
The Netherlands
Portugal
Spain
Explain the importance of the Triangular Trade.

Slavery’s Role
You just learned that slavery started in North America because planters needed laborers to plant and harvest cash
crops.
That’s not all we did though. There were many different jobs to do, and they varied by region. Some of us were
skilled laborers, such as carpenters, blacksmiths, and cooks. Others worked in the homes of slaveholders. I was a
sailor on a ship.
In New England and the Middle Colonies, many enslaved Africans worked as servants in wealthy households, in
shipyards, on small farms, or at a trade. New York had a large enslaved population. In New York City, some
enslaved people were brick layers. They built the wall that gave Wall Street its name.
Some colonists in the New England and Middle Colonies owned slave ships. Before the 1770s, many ships full of
African captives sailed to Rhode Island. From there, the captives were sold throughout the colonies. Ship owners,
traders, and merchants grew rich from the capture and sale of enslaved people. Thus, slavery and the slave trade
were part of the economies of New England and the Middle Colonies. However, slavery was a much larger and
important part of the economy of the Southern colonies.
Describe the roles of enslaved people in the New England and Middle Colonies.

Slavery on Plantations
Recall that many farms in the Southern Colonies grew cash crops. Both rice and tobacco plants required many
workers to plant, tend, and harvest them. Enslaved Africans did most of this labor. Most farms were small and had
just a few enslaved Africans. However, the Southern Colonies became known for their large, stately plantations.
These plantations sometimes used hundreds of workers. In fact, many plantations in the Southern Colonies
couldn’t operate without enslaved workers.
Owners of these plantations hired poor whites, or forced enslaved Africans, to act as overseers. Overseers
watched the workers in the fields. They made sure that work continued, dawn to dusk. Plantation owners grew rich
from the crops grown by enslaved people. As a result, they enjoyed comfortable lives, free of hard work. The
owners also enriched the economies of their colonies, which benefited traders and other merchants. From
Maryland to Georgia, settlers in the Southern Colonies viewed slavery as very important to their way of life.
Describe the roles of enslaved people in the Southern Colonies.
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Slavery’s Impact
Enslaved people suffered greatly, starting with our kidnapping in Africa. Captains of slave ships chained hundreds
of us together in the ship’s cargo area. Conditions were terrible, and many died along the way. Once in the
colonies, traders sold us at auction.
Laws called slave codes set the rules of slavery. Under these laws, slave holders had total power over enslaved
workers, whom they often treated brutally. Enslaved people could be beaten, sometimes without reason.
Slave holders only barely provided for workers’ needs. Most enslaved people lived in simple cottages with dirt
floors. They were cold in the winter and hot in the summer. Children of enslaved mothers were often taken away
and sold to another slave holder. An enslaved person who tried to run away could be killed. This almost happened
to Olaudah Equiano.

Slavery and Colonists
By the mid-1700s, slavery was a part of daily life. Whole economies required slave labor to keep them running.
Slavery also had other negative affects on colonists. Colonists developed false ideas about the intelligence and
value of enslaved people in order to justify their actions. Today we call these ideas racism.
Colonists constantly feared violent revolts as well. Revolts were rare, but they sometimes happened as people
struggled to be free. The false ideas and fears they held encouraged whites to reinforce slavery. As time passed,
slave codes became harsher.
Write a sentence about the impact of slavery for: enslaved Africans.

Write a sentence about the impact of slavery for: Colonists

Slavery and American Culture
Despite facing brutal hardships, enslaved Africans kept their cultures alive in the colonies. They contributed words
from their native languages, such as banjo and gumbo, to American English. Enslaved people were not allowed to
read or write, so they told stories to teach their children about their culture and life. Spirituals, the religious songs of
enslaved Africans, have influenced American music.
Slavery was a miserable system and most enslaved people never escaped it. Despite all that I endured, I was able
to save enough money to buy my freedom. This was a rare event, indeed. Very few enslaved people could earn
money, much less save it up. After I bought my freedom, I sailed for Great Britain, where I wrote a book about my
experiences.
Olaudah Equiano spoke out against slavery. People who came after him spoke out against it, too. Over time,
movements against slavery grew in Great Britain and America. Even so, slavery would not end for a long time. It
left lasting effects on our country.
What were some ways that enslaved Africans kept their cultures alive in the colonies?

Now it’s time to see what you’ve learned! Complete the Self-Check Quiz and play the vocabulary game. Then
answer the question below.
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How do cultures change?
What do you think?

Go to the Content Library to learn more about slavery.
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What do you think?

Imagine you had to start a new life in a place far away from your home.
Would you go alone? What would you take with you? What hardships might you encounter?

Taming the Wild Trails
As you learned in Lesson 1, people like Daniel Boone helped early pioneers find their way into the Northwest
Territory. As the United States continued to expand west, settlers relied on new people to help them find their way.
In the 1820s, they were helped by mountain men.
Mountain men were traders and fur trappers who lived along the streams and rivers of the Pacific Northwest and
the Rocky Mountains. They trapped along Native American trails and discovered new paths through the Rockies.
Mountain men created guidebooks that outlined new trails.
Eventually, wagon trains started to make their way across these trails to the West. A wagon train was a line of
wagons led west by an experienced guide. As more people moved west, new trails were discovered and used.
As more people headed west, settlers and Native Americans clashed. Many lives were lost in battles over land.
Eventually, most Native Americans were driven from their homes.
What did mountain men do?

Oregon Fever
By the 1840s, Americans were inspired by manifest destiny. This was a belief that the United States had the right
to claim new lands and expand its borders all the way to the Pacific Ocean. Early settlers in the Oregon Territory
sent stories of rich farmland and lush forests. Families began catching “Oregon Fever”—the desire to get a fresh
start in the West.
Use the Word Web graphic organizer to help you learn about the impact of manifest destiny. Write "manifest
destiny" in the center bubble. As you read the lesson, add key words and phrases associated with manifest destiny
to your web. If you run out of bubbles, draw new bubbles or start a new web.

The Mormons Settle Utah
Some people were forced to move west because of their religious beliefs. One example of this is the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, or the Mormon Church. The Mormons were forced west from New York where
many people disagreed with their beliefs. In 1847 the first Mormons arrived at the Great Salt Lake and settled what
is now Salt Lake City, Utah.
How did the concept of manifest destiny contribute to westward expansion?

Life on the Overland Trails
One of the most popular overland trails was the Oregon Trail, which stretched from Independence, Missouri, to
western Oregon. It was a long, hard journey of 2,000 miles. It took nearly six months to reach Oregon! Keep
reading to find out what the trip was like for a typical family.
Men were responsible for driving the oxen, repairing the wagon, hunting, and protecting their families. Women
cooked, set up camp, and managed supplies. They also cared for and educated their children along the way.
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Children helped around camp. They gathered “buffalo chips,” dung left by bison. These “chips” were used as fuel
for fires.
Settlers used overland wagons called prairie schooners. Wagons had to carry everything a family would need for
the journey, as well as what they would need once they got to their new home.
People found strength in numbers on wagon trains. This helped in the event of animal attacks or conflict with
Native Americans.
Pioneers often used guidebooks they purchased from mountain men or at one of the many stops or forts along the
trail. However, these guidebooks weren’t always reliable and didn’t accurately describe conditions on the trails.
As pioneers headed west, unpredictable weather often greeted them. Sometimes, violent storms popped up with
little warning. Pioneers had to scramble to make sure their belongings weren’t damaged in the storms. As they
approached the Rocky Mountains, pioneers had to deal with freezing temperatures and snow storms.
The trails were not always smooth. As pioneers headed west, they had to deal with rocky terrain and rough trails.
Sometimes they would have to repair broken wheels. Pioneers had to deal with plants, vegetation, and wildlife with
which they were not familiar. Pioneers had to figure out how to get around or through deep rivers. Some pioneers
altered their wagons to float across the river like a boat.
What kinds of hardships did pioneers on the trails face?

The War with Mexico
Instead of moving west, some people settled in an area of the Southwest that belonged to Mexico. Eventually, the
demands and needs of these settlers led to war with Mexico.

Americans Settle in Texas
In 1821 Mexico won its independence from Spain. At that time, Mexico’s northern areas included present-day
Texas, New Mexico, and California.
During those years, few people lived in this huge area. To keep the area under Mexican control, Mexico’s
government offered land and citizenship to Americans who settled in Texas. By 1835, about 25,000 Americans
lived in the area. Many of these Americans didn’t want to live in Mexico. They complained about Mexican laws.
They also wanted slavery, which was illegal in Mexico, to be legal.

Texas Goes to War
Texans went to war with Mexico in December 1835. After a year of fighting, Texans voted to join the United States.
They adopted a constitution and made slavery legal.
The U.S. Congress felt that allowing Texas to join the Union might lead to war with Mexico. Instead, Texas became
an independent country—the Republic of Texas. It was also known as the Lone Star Republic.

The United States Goes to War
In 1845 Texas joined the Union. However, the United States and Mexico disagreed over the southern border of
Texas. Later that year, President James Polk offered to buy the Mexican territories of California and New Mexico
for $30 million. When Mexico refused, Polk ordered General Zachary Taylor to march through Texas to the Rio
Grande. Fighting broke out with Mexican soldiers in April 1846. As a result, the United States declared war on
Mexico.
Fighting continued until 1847, when U.S. troops captured the Mexican capital, Mexico City. The Mexican
government signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in February 1848. Under this treaty, Mexico sold Texas to the
United States for $15 million. The treaty also included land in much of the Southwest.
Did You Know?
In 1853 the United States paid Mexico $10 million for the Gadsden Purchase. This strip of land included the
southern edge of present-day Arizona and New Mexico. With this purchase, the nation reached its present size.
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How did the War with Mexico help the United States achieve the idea of manifest destiny?

California Joins the Union
As a result of the War with Mexico, the United States gained possession of California. Soon, a large flood of people
would move to California in hopes of making a fortune.

Gold Fever in California
In January 1848, a man named James Marshall saw something glittering in the American River outside the town of
Sacramento, California. What he saw was gold. Marshall tried to keep the discovery a secret, but the news quickly
spread.
Over the next year, thousands of miners came to search for gold in the area. Prospecting, or exploring for gold,
required only a few tools and the willingness to work hard. It was difficult work, and few people struck it rich.
The idea of sudden wealth drew thousands of people to California. So many people came that the period became
known as the Gold Rush. By May 1849, more than 10,000 wagons had crossed the continent to reach California.
In that year alone, more than 80,000 people arrived in California from around the world. Because these people
came to California in 1849, they became known as “forty-niners.”

The Thirty-First State
By 1850, there were enough people in California to apply for statehood. Settlers wanted courts, land and water
laws, mail delivery, and other government services. On September 9, 1850, President Millard Fillmore signed a law
that made California the thirty-first state to enter the Union.
Did You Know?
John C. Fremont was a mapmaker who led several expeditions, including ones to Mexican California. He wrote
about California’s mild climate and vast natural resources. His explorations inspired many American pioneers to
move west. Later, Fremont helped organize a rebellion against Mexican California in 1846, creating the Bear Flag
Republic.
How did California becoming a state fulfill the idea of manifest destiny?

Now it’s time to see what you’ve learned! Complete the Self-Check Quiz and play the vocabulary game. Then
answer the question below.
Why do people move?
What do you think?

Go to the Content Library to learn more about the Republic of Texas.
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Student Worksheet 4

Name:

USING MONEY WISELY
1. Derek has earned $50 by doing odd jobs for his family and neighbors. There are a lot of ways

he wants to use his money, but he doesn’t have enough money for all of them. He needs your
help. Circle YES or NO for each item on Derek’s list. Remember, the total amount of money
must be $50, no more, no less. Use the worksheet to the right to figure out your total.

DEREK’S LIST

A. The animal shelter really
needs food for the animals.
Should Derek give to the
animal shelter?
❑ YES (How much? $
❑ NO

D. A video game that Derek has
always wanted is on sale. It only
costs $25. Should he buy it?
❑ YES
❑ NO

)

B. Derek really wants to download
a new album by his favorite
band, Three Green Monkeys.
The album costs $10. Should
he buy it?
❑ YES
❑ NO
C. Derek has lost his backpack.
A new backpack costs $25.
Should he buy one?

E. Derek’s family is going on
vacation this summer and he
wants spending money. His
parents said they would give
him a dollar for every dollar he
saves. Should he save some of
his money?
❑ YES (How much? $_______)
❑ NO

❑ YES
❑ NO

ENTER
AMOUNTS HERE
A.

$

B.

$

C.

$

D.

$

E.

$

TOTAL

$

2. Pretend that you and your friends have earned $100 altogether by doing odd jobs in your

neighborhood like raking leaves and walking pets. You must all decide how you will use the
$100. You must put some money into SAVINGS, some money into SPENDING, and some
money into GIVING.

SAVINGS:
How much?

What will your group be saving for?

SPENDING:
How much?

What will your group buy?

GIVING:
How much?

Where will you donate your money, and who will it help?

CHECKING ACCOUNTS AND ALTERNATIVE BANKING METHODS
Key Concepts
Types of payment, checking accounts, interest, ATM transactions, credit cards, purposes of saving
Summary
This lesson introduces the various options used to pay for current goods and services, including cash (ATM
transactions), checks, credit cards and saving for future purchases.
Overview & Lesson Objectives
This lesson is intended for students in second and third grades. The lesson teaches students the purpose of
saving, how saving generates interest, the purpose of a checking account, and how to write a check. The
introduction of ATM transactions, credit and credit cards are also presented in this lesson.
Students will be able to:
 Describe the purpose of a checking account
 Label the parts of a check
 Write a sample check
 Describe the purpose/working of ATM transactions
 Provide a simple explanation of credit and credit cards
Time Allocation:
15 - 20 Minute Prep
35 - 40 Minutes Engagement
Materials:
 Copies of Damper Check and Completed Check worksheet (one per student)
 Copies of Blank Checks worksheet (two per student)
 One copy of ATM card to show the students

TD Bank Financial Education

1

Grades 2-3/Lesson 3

Lesson Begins: Setting the Stage
Background Builder #1: Remind students that savings accounts are a safe place to keep money. Ask
students if they know about any other types of bank accounts where people keep their money.
State the Objective: tell the students what they will be able to do upon conclusion of the lesson.
“At the end of this lesson you will be able to identify the parts of a check, write a check correctly, and explain
what people use checks, ATM cards, and credit cards for.”

Lesson Continues
People can use a bank account to pay for goods and services like shopping at the mall or going to an
amusement park. Your parents use their bank account to buy food when you go to the grocery store, pay for
your activities, such as little league registration or gymnastics.
Paying by check is a safe way to pay for things because you give permission to only one company or one
person to receive a specific amount of money.
There are six parts to a check. (Explain each part to the students)

D

Date – The date the check is issued

A

Amount – This is the amount of money to be paid to the Payee

M

Maker - This is the person responsible for the amount shown above. A signature is used
to approve the money written in the Amount box.

P

Payee – This is the person getting the money written in the Amount Box.

E

Endorsement – This is a signature of the person cashing or getting the amount in the
Amount Box.

R

Routing Number – Identifies the bank the check belongs to.

Checks come in many styles and colors. Some banks will give them to you for free or you could order some
really pretty checks for an additional cost.
Explain that people must write out a check correctly or the bank will not pay out the money. It is absolutely
necessary for your check to be processed correctly with all six parts of the check we just learned. Remember
DAMPER?
Explain that checks cannot be written for more money than a person actually has in a checking account. The
bank will charge you a fee and make you pay the money back.
TD Bank Financial Education
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Distribute a copy of a sample check and the blank check worksheet
 Ask students to label the parts of a check (DAMPER) on the first blank check
 Next walk students through the proper steps of writing a check on the second copy, but note for them
the importance of writing a dollar amount in numbers and then writing it out in words, especially with a
line extended to prohibit someone from adding his/her own name or adding a dollar amount.
For example: Writing only the word “twenty” would allow someone to add “twenty thousand” but writing
“twenty and 00/100 ---------” does not.
Acknowledge and reinforce the efforts of each student who has completed the check correctly.
Alternative banking: ATM (Automated Teller Machines) cards and credit cards
 Show students a copy of a debit card
 ATM stands for automated teller machine. A teller is the title of a person who usually handles your
business at the bank. An ATM is a machine that can do that job twenty-four hours a day. Just like
with a person, you can deposit money, withdraw money, or even check an account balance at an
ATM. ATMs have many locations.


Banks always want to keep money safe, so in order to use your ATM card you're allowed to create
your own personal identification number (PIN). You will use this number when using an ATM
machine. This is a secret, and it should never be shared with anyone or someone could take all your
money. You shouldn’t even lend your ATM card to someone. If it is lost or stolen, you must tell your
bank immediately so that they can do everything possible to protect your money.

Credit Cards
Sometimes a bank will allow you to borrow money if you need it for something important. The bank allows
you to borrow a certain amount of money to use, and then you pay back what you borrowed at a later date
you agree on.
If you don't pay the bank back in full before the deadline you agreed on, they will charge you extra money in
the form of a late fee and interest that you must also pay back. You access this loaned money often on a
credit card. If the bank decides to offer you credit, you may have to pay a fee every year to use this service.
Explain how a credit card works.
 You buy some new clothes.
 You have found things you like, but you don’t have enough money.
 You give the store your credit card. The store will scan your credit card on their machine to make
sure that your bank is allowing you to have this borrowed money.
 When the bank has given its OK, you sign your name to authorize the bank to pay this money on your
behalf. It’s similar to writing a check.
 At the end of the month, the bank will send you a statement of what you borrowed and any extra
money that you may owe. You must pay that entire amount before the deadline or the bank will
continue to charge you extra money for the privilege of using the money it loaned you.
 A bank will place a limit on how much money you can borrow, so that people don’t have too many
problems. When you have reached your limit you must pay the bank money, or it will not allow you to
borrow any more money on your credit card.
TD Bank Financial Education
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Lesson Closes
Review the DAMPER handout.
An additional copy of the blank check worksheet can be distributed so the students can practice later.
See the suggestion page for “Additional Engagement Opportunities / Resources”, for additional ideas.

Additional Engagement Opportunities / Resources
Pair and Share
Group students into pairs and ask each pair to exchange two or three new things learned during the day’s lesson.
Call on select pairs to share with the whole class what has been learned.
Quizbowl
Separate the students into two or three teams and ask questions related to the lesson.
Sample Questions:
 How many parts to a check?
 Describe areas on a check the writer must complete?
 What is an ATM?
 How does a credit card work?

TD Bank Financial Education
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Educational Standards
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics Principles and Standards for School Mathematics, 2000
 Number and Operations – (Students will) Understand numbers, ways of representing numbers,
relationships among numbers, and number systems.
 Communication – (Students will) Organize and consolidate their mathematical thinking through
communication.

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards in Personal Financial Literacy 2014:
Standard 9.1: 21st Century Life and Careers
9.1 B. Money Management: 9.1.4.B.4
9.1 C. Credit and Debt Management: 9.1.4.C.1
National Standards in K – 12 Personal Finance Education (from Jump$tart Coalition) 2017:
Spending and Saving:
Standard 1, “Develop a plan for spending and saving.”
Standard 2, “Develop a system for keeping and using financial records.”
Standard 3, “Describe how to use different payment methods.”

TD Bank Financial Education
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Debit Card Sample
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5to grado
Ciencias Sociales
Estos materiales son suplementarios y no serán contados como calificación; los estudiantes no serán penalizados
si el paquete no se completa.

Fifth Grade Social Studies Parent Support Materials
TOPIC: Interdependence (Trade)
Economic Growth in the US - 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2
• Students will summarize the role of international trade between the United States and
other countries through Reconstruction.

Personal Financial Literacy - 5.E.2.1, 5.E.2.2
• Students will explain and evaluate the importance of developing a basic budget for
spending, saving, and borrowing.

Day 1 & 2
SS Standards: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
Economic growth - the change in the level of economic
activity from one year to another.
Production - the act of growing, making or manufacturing
goods and services.
Specialized Labor / Division of Labor - segmenting of large,
labor-intensive tasks into workable subtasks that may be
done by different workers or different groups of workers

Day 3 & 4
SS Standards: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
Resources - a stock or supply of money, materials, staff, and
other assets that can be used
Import - bring (goods/services) into a country from another
for sale.
Export - send (goods/services) to another country for sale.
Lesson Tasks:
• Read “SLAVERY AND THE TRIANGULAR TRADE”
(Spanish available)

Day 5 & 6
SS Standards: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
Mercantilism - an economic policy under which nations seek
to increase their wealth and power by obtaining large
amounts of gold and silver and by selling more goods than
they buy.
Market economy- an economic system in which prices are
determined by the free exchange of goods and services with
minimum government interference.

Lesson Tasks:
• Read “KING COTTON AND THE
SPREAD OF SLAVERY”
• Answer written response
questions
• Complete 4-Square for each
vocabulary word
• Compare Northern States versus Southern States during
Reconstruction. How were their economies the same,
different, be sure to explain with examples from the text.
• Answer written response questions
• Complete 4-Square for each
vocabulary word
• Explain with illustrations and words
the connection between resources,
imports and exports as it relates to
Triangular Trade.
• Who was Olaudah Equiano? What is
the significance of studying his
journey? Create a new journal entry
for Equiano

• Read, “THE OVERLAND
TRAILS” (Spanish available)
• Answer written response
questions
• Complete 4-Square for each
vocabulary word
• Illustrate your own picture of
mercantilism or market
economy.
• Create a brochure convincing people to move out west
during the time of Westward Expansion

Lesson Tasks/Activities:
Day 7 & 8
SS Standards: 5.E.2.1, 5.E.2.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
• Saving - an economy of or reduction in money, time, or
another resource.
• Borrow - take and use (money) from a person or bank under
an agreement to pay it back later.
• Donate - give (money or goods) for a good cause, for
example to a charity.

• Spend - pay out (money) in buying or hiring goods or
services.
Lesson Tasks:
• Complete “Using Money Wisely” activity
• Complete 4-Square for each
vocabulary word
• Create a family budget using
what you learned from the text.
• Create a budget if you were
traveling Westward during the

Gold Rush (reread The Overland Trails)
• Reflect - how can you use the 4 vocabulary words in your
everyday budget?
Day 9 & 10
SS Standards: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4,
5.W.2

Vocabulary:
Budget - the amount of money needed or available for a
purpose. Income - money received, especially on a regular
basis, for work or through investments.
Expenses - the cost required for something; the money spent
on something.

Lesson Tasks:
• Complete “TD Bank Financial Education” activities
• Complete 4-Square for each vocabulary word
• Reflect - How does your family
use cash, credit, and checks? If you
could live without one form of
payment in your family, which
would it be and why?

Putting Everything Together - Writing Prompts:
SS Standards: 5.E.1, 5.E.2 ELA/Literacy Standards Covered: 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4, 5.RI.5, 5.RI.8, 5.W.2

❏ How do resources impact a nation’s willingness to trade? Use past and present examples to explain your thinking.
❏ How do labor, capital, and markets drive or limit opportunities for economic growth? Argue both by giving examples from
the past or present experiences in the US economy.
❏ What are the alternatives and consequences involved in financial decision--making? Use reasoning in your own experiences
and 1 historical experience.

Materiales de apoyo para padres en estudios sociales de 5to grado.
Tema: Interdependencia/Intercambio
Crecimiento económico en los estados unidos-5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2
•Los estudiantes harán un resumen la función del comercio internacional entre los Estados
Unidos y otros países a través de la Reconstrucción.

Alfabetización financiera personal 5.E.2.1, 5.E.2.2
•Los estudiantes explicaran la importancia de desarrollar un presupuesto básico para
gastar, ahorrar y prestar dinero.

Día 1 & 2
Estándares de Estudios Sociales: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 Los estándares que cubren
ELA/Alfabetización NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3, 5.W.2

Vocabulario:
Crecimiento económico - el cambio en el nivel de actividad
económica de un año a otro.
Producción - el acto de crecimiento, fabricación o bienes
industriales y servicios.
Trabajo Especializado / División de Trabajo - segmentación de
grandes tareas intensivas en sub tareas viables que pueden
ser realizadas por diferentes trabajadores o diferentes grupos
de trabajadores.

Día 3 & 4
Estándares de Estudios Sociales: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 Los estándares que cubren
ELA/Alfabetización NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3, 5.W.2

Vocabulario:
Los recursos - una reserva o el suministro del dinero,
materiales, personal y otros activos que pueden ser usados.
Importación - traer (bienes/servicios) a un país desde otro
para la venta.
Exportación - envió de (bienes/servicios) a un país desde otro
para la venta.
Tareas de la lección:
Leer "SLAVERY AND THE TRIANGULAR TRADE"
(disponible en español)

Día 5 & 6
Estándares de Estudios Sociales: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 Los estándares que cubren
ELA/Alfabetización NC.5.RI.1, NC.5.RI.3, 5.W.2

Vocabulario:
Mercantilismo - una política económica bajo la cual las
naciones buscan aumentar su riqueza y poder mediante la
obtención de grandes cantidades de oro y plata y mediante la
venta de más bienes de los que compran.
Economía de mercado- un sistema económico en el que los
precios están determinados por el libre intercambio de
bienes y servicios con mínima interferencia gubernamental.

Tareas de la lección:
Leer "KING COTTON AND THE
SPREAD OF SLAVERY"
Responder con una respuesta
escrita a las preguntas
Completar los 4 cuadros para cada
palabra del vocabulario
Comparar los estados norestes con los estados surestes
durante la reconstrucción. Como es que son iguales y
diferentes sus economías, por favor explique con ejemplos
del libro de texto.
Responder a las preguntas con respuesta por escrito
Complete los 4 cuadros para cada
palabra del vocabulario
Explicar con ilustraciones y palabras
la conexión entre los recursos, las
importaciones y las exportaciones en
lo que se refiere al Comercio
Triangular.
¿Quién era Olaudah Equiano? ¿Cuál
es la importancia de estudiar su
travesía? Crear una nueva entrada de diario para Equiano

Leer "THE OVERLAND TRAILS"
(disponible en español)
Responder a las preguntas con
respuesta por escrito
Completar los 4 cuadros para
cada palabra del vocabulario
Dibujar su propio dibujo de
mercantilismo o economía de
mercado.
Crear un folleto que convenza a las personas a mudarse hacia
el oeste durante el tiempo de la expansión en el oeste.

Tareas y actividades de la lección.
Día 7 & 8
Estándares de Estudios Sociales: 5.E.2.1, 5.E.2.2 estándares que cubren
ELA/Alfabetización. 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4, 5.W.2

Vocabulario:
Ahorro - una economía de o reducción de dinero, tiempo u
otro recurso.
Préstamo - tomar y usar (dinero) de una persona o banco
bajo un acuerdo para pagarlo más tarde.

Donar - dar (dinero o bienes) por
una buena causa, por ejemplo, a
una organización benéfica.
Gastar - pagar (dinero) en la
compra o contratación de bienes
o servicios.
Tareas de la lección:

Complete la actividad "Usando el dinero eficientemente"
Complete los 4 cuadros para cada palabra del vocabulario
Crear un presupuesto familiar usando lo que ha aprendido del
libro de texto.

Crea un presupuesto si viajas hacia el oeste durante la fiebre
del oro (vuelva a leer The Overland Trails)
Reflexionar - ¿cómo puedes usar las 4 palabras de
vocabulario en tu presupuesto diario?

Día 9 & 10

Tareas de la lección:
Completar la actividad "Educación financiera bancaria TD"
Completar los 4 cuadros para cada palabra del vocabulario
Reflexión- ¿Cómo es que su familia
usa el dinero en efectivo, tarjetas
de crédito y cheques monetarios?
Si pudiera vivir sin una forma de
pago en su familia, ¿cuál sería y por
qué?

Estándares de Estudios Sociales: 5.E.1.1, 5.E.1.2 Los estándares que cubren
ELA/Alfabetización 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4, 5.W.2

Vocabulario:
Presupuesto - el monte de dinero necesario o disponible para
un propósito. Ingresos - dinero recibido, especialmente de
forma regular, por el trabajo o a través de inversiones.
Gastos - el costo requerido para algo; el dinero gastado en
algo.

Poner todo junto - puntos de escritura:
Estándares de Estudios Sociales: 5.E.1, 5.E.2 Estándares que cubren ELA/Alfabetización: 5.RI.1, 5.RI.3, 5.RI.4, 5.RI.5, 5.RI.8, 5.W.2

❏ ¿Cómo afectan los recursos a la voluntad de una nación al querer comerciar? Use ejemplos del pasado y actuales para
explicar lo que piensa.
❏ ¿Cómo impulsan o limitan las oportunidades de crecimiento económico el trabajo, el capital y los mercados? Ambos
argumenten dando ejemplos de las experiencias pasadas o actuales en la economía estadounidense.
❏ ¿cuáles son las alternativas y consecuencias involucradas en la toma de decisiones financieras? Utilice el razonamiento en
sus propias experiencias y 1 experiencia histórica.
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What do you think?

The hot climate and moist soil of the South were perfect for growing cotton. In the 1800s it became the most
important cash crop in the South. By the 1830s, Southerners called this crop “King Cotton.”
Plantation owners used enslaved Africans to work in cotton fields. Many owners grew wealthy from selling cotton
harvested by enslaved workers. It was sold mainly to Great Britain, where factories made the cotton into cloth.
Cotton plants weakened the soil. Planters needed more land, so they moved west. Cotton fields spread across
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and, eventually, across the Mississippi River to Arkansas and Texas.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?

Cotton Rules the South
Enslaved Population Grows
The growth of cotton as a cash crop and the movement to the west created a need for more enslaved workers. In
1806 Congress passed a law that said no enslaved people could be brought into the United States after 1808. This
law did not bring an end to slavery. The population of enslaved people continued to grow because the children of
enslaved people were also enslaved. In addition, planters often brought enslaved people into the country from
Caribbean islands illegally.

Southern Economy
The economy of the South was built on the labor of these enslaved workers. The wealthiest Southerners owned
large areas of land and held hundreds of enslaved workers. Most Southern farmers planted crops on small pieces
of land. They did not have enslaved workers. Even so, both plantation owners and owners of small farms
depended on cotton.
Farmers grew food for the plantations, repaired roads, and built wagons. When the cotton was harvested, some
farmers earned money transporting crops to Southern ports by wagon.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?

Political Balance
In 1819 Missouri applied to be admitted to the Union as a slave state, a state in which slavery is allowed. At the
time, the nation had 11 slave states and 11 free states, or states in which slavery was not allowed. Northern states
wanted to keep the political balance in Congress. Letting Missouri enter the Union as a slave state would upset the
balance in Congress. Slave states would have more votes in the Senate than free states.
Both sides argued over Missouri for a year. Finally, Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky suggested the Missouri
Compromise. Under this plan, Missouri was admitted as a slave state. Maine, which had been part of
Massachusetts, became a separate, free state. The compromise stated that, in the future, slavery would not be
allowed in any new states north of Missouri’s southern border.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?
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Economic Differences
Slavery was not the only issue that divided the North and South. The regions had important economic differences.
Cotton was “king” in the South. Even people who did not grow cotton worked in some way to help bring it to
market.
Unlike the South, the Northern economy was based on industry. These industries did not use enslaved workers.
This led states in the North to outlaw slavery. In 1777 Vermont became the first state to outlaw slavery. Then, in
1804, New Jersey became the last Northern state to outlaw slavery.
In the North, men, women, and even children worked in factories making cloth, iron tools, rope, and other products.
These factories were small compared to those of Great Britain. Also, British factories used new technology to make
many of the same products more cheaply. This meant that they could sell their products to Americans at prices
lower than those charged by U.S. manufacturers.
Lower prices made it difficult for the smaller, American factories to compete with British factories. American
businesses that could not sell their products, which were more costly, failed. As a result, business owners asked
Congress to pass tariffs, or special taxes on goods coming into the United States. Tariffs raised the prices of
foreign-made products and helped American industries. In 1828 Congress passed tariffs on British goods, which
pleased Northern business owners.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?

Tariffs Divide States
The new tariffs angered people in the South. Owners of small farms complained that tariffs raised the prices of
imports, or goods brought into the country. In fact, imported goods often cost more anyway. The tariffs also
angered plantation owners. High tariffs meant that British manufacturers sold fewer goods in the United States.
Fewer sales meant that Great Britain had less money to buy cotton. This hurt Southern exports, or goods shipped
out of the country.

Speaking Out Against Congress
Southerners believed the tariffs threatened their way of life. Senator John C. Calhoun of South Carolina spoke out
against the tariffs. He claimed that Congress was trying to destroy the Southern economy. He said that Congress
was using tariffs to force the South to end the use of enslaved workers.
Calhoun said that the Constitution gave states the right to ignore the laws passed by Congress if those laws hurt
the state. Many Americans, including President Andrew Jackson, strongly disagreed with Calhoun. They thought
that allowing states to decide which federal laws to obey could destroy the Union.
Jackson sent U.S. forces to South Carolina to enforce the tariffs. This use of federal troops caused even greater
anger in the South. It would eventually be one cause of the bloodiest war in United States history.
Imagine you are alone in the woods or wilderness where you’ve never been before. How would you find your way
around? What would you do to survive?

Now it’s time to see what you’ve learned!
Complete the Self-Check Quiz and play the vocabulary game. Then answer the question below.
How can two areas that belong to the same country grow apart?
What do you think? Go to the Content Library to learn more about how the United States became divided over
slavery.
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What do you think?

When something interesting, exciting, or sad happens to you, what do you do? Do you often tell others about your
experience? If you do, you’re not alone. Most people tell stories! Sometimes stories are just for fun, but other times
stories are serious. In this lesson, you’ll learn about someone who had a very important story to tell.
My name is Olaudah Equiano. I lived at a very interesting and very sad time in history. I was born in Africa in the
1740s, and I traveled the world. Look for me as you read. When I'm talking, the words will be italicized, like you see
now. I’ll tell you what I saw.

How Slavery Was Introduced
Growing cash crops requires a lot of labor—more labor than colonial planters could do themselves. Planters
needed workers. At first, the planters hired indentured servants to do the work. An indentured servant agreed to
work for a number of years in exchange for travel to a colony. Not enough indentured servants came, though.
Planters looked for other sources of labor.
To meet the demand for labor, traders began purchasing captives (people!) in West Africa. Most captives were
taken from their homes and families.
This is what happened to me, Olaudah. I was around your age when I was kidnapped and taken from my home. I
never saw my mother again.
Traders shipped the captives across the Atlantic Ocean to colonies that needed labor. Tobacco planters brought
the first African captives to Jamestown in 1619. As the colonies grew, a system of slavery developed. Recall that
slavery is the practice of treating people as property and forcing them to work. By 1750, all thirteen colonies had
made slavery legal.
Did You Know?
Some of the first Africans in the colonies were treated more like indentured servants than enslaved people. After
years of labor, they gained their freedom. Later, colonial assemblies passed laws against setting captive Africans
free. This meant that most were enslaved for life.
What were some ways planters tried to meet their need for labor?

The Triangular Trade
During the 1700s, a system of shipping routes developed as trade grew across the Atlantic Ocean. The routes
linked Europe and Africa with the West Indies and the thirteen British colonies. Traders exchanged goods and
resources. They also brought enslaved Africans to the colonies. This system became known as the Triangular
Trade.
Follow my journey on the map. I was born in Africa. When I was kidnapped, I was put on a ship bound for the West
Indies. Later, I was sold to a man in Virginia. Can you imagine being a whole ocean away from your home?

A Very Important Trade
As the Triangular Trade developed, it promoted economic growth in the colonies. In fact, some colonists grew very
rich from it, especially in New England.
At this time, British rulers wanted the colonists to trade only with Great Britain. The British government, called
Parliament, passed laws to try to control colonial trade. Parliament couldn’t control the colonists, though. British
taxes cut into merchants’ profits. Merchants began secretly importing and exporting goods with traders from other
countries. This was an early step on the long road to independence.
The Triangular Trade had another effect. It quickly increased the number of enslaved Africans in the colonies.
Traders and planters became dependent on slavery to do business.
Did You Know?
https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/c2j/book.printNarrative.do?bookId=RN8Z8C7EQKWVQ6KXOT8EWP4DSQ&bookEdition=STUDENT&narrativeCon…
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Most African captives came from western Africa. Today, this area includes these countries:
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Ghana
Angola
These countries were the biggest participants in the Atlantic slave trade:
Great Britain (including its colonies)
France
The Netherlands
Portugal
Spain
Explain the importance of the Triangular Trade.

Slavery’s Role
You just learned that slavery started in North America because planters needed laborers to plant and harvest cash
crops.
That’s not all we did though. There were many different jobs to do, and they varied by region. Some of us were
skilled laborers, such as carpenters, blacksmiths, and cooks. Others worked in the homes of slaveholders. I was a
sailor on a ship.
In New England and the Middle Colonies, many enslaved Africans worked as servants in wealthy households, in
shipyards, on small farms, or at a trade. New York had a large enslaved population. In New York City, some
enslaved people were brick layers. They built the wall that gave Wall Street its name.
Some colonists in the New England and Middle Colonies owned slave ships. Before the 1770s, many ships full of
African captives sailed to Rhode Island. From there, the captives were sold throughout the colonies. Ship owners,
traders, and merchants grew rich from the capture and sale of enslaved people. Thus, slavery and the slave trade
were part of the economies of New England and the Middle Colonies. However, slavery was a much larger and
important part of the economy of the Southern colonies.
Describe the roles of enslaved people in the New England and Middle Colonies.

Slavery on Plantations
Recall that many farms in the Southern Colonies grew cash crops. Both rice and tobacco plants required many
workers to plant, tend, and harvest them. Enslaved Africans did most of this labor. Most farms were small and had
just a few enslaved Africans. However, the Southern Colonies became known for their large, stately plantations.
These plantations sometimes used hundreds of workers. In fact, many plantations in the Southern Colonies
couldn’t operate without enslaved workers.
Owners of these plantations hired poor whites, or forced enslaved Africans, to act as overseers. Overseers
watched the workers in the fields. They made sure that work continued, dawn to dusk. Plantation owners grew rich
from the crops grown by enslaved people. As a result, they enjoyed comfortable lives, free of hard work. The
owners also enriched the economies of their colonies, which benefited traders and other merchants. From
Maryland to Georgia, settlers in the Southern Colonies viewed slavery as very important to their way of life.
Describe the roles of enslaved people in the Southern Colonies.
https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/c2j/book.printNarrative.do?bookId=RN8Z8C7EQKWVQ6KXOT8EWP4DSQ&bookEdition=STUDENT&narrativeCon…
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Slavery’s Impact
Enslaved people suffered greatly, starting with our kidnapping in Africa. Captains of slave ships chained hundreds
of us together in the ship’s cargo area. Conditions were terrible, and many died along the way. Once in the
colonies, traders sold us at auction.
Laws called slave codes set the rules of slavery. Under these laws, slave holders had total power over enslaved
workers, whom they often treated brutally. Enslaved people could be beaten, sometimes without reason.
Slave holders only barely provided for workers’ needs. Most enslaved people lived in simple cottages with dirt
floors. They were cold in the winter and hot in the summer. Children of enslaved mothers were often taken away
and sold to another slave holder. An enslaved person who tried to run away could be killed. This almost happened
to Olaudah Equiano.

Slavery and Colonists
By the mid-1700s, slavery was a part of daily life. Whole economies required slave labor to keep them running.
Slavery also had other negative affects on colonists. Colonists developed false ideas about the intelligence and
value of enslaved people in order to justify their actions. Today we call these ideas racism.
Colonists constantly feared violent revolts as well. Revolts were rare, but they sometimes happened as people
struggled to be free. The false ideas and fears they held encouraged whites to reinforce slavery. As time passed,
slave codes became harsher.
Write a sentence about the impact of slavery for: enslaved Africans.

Write a sentence about the impact of slavery for: Colonists

Slavery and American Culture
Despite facing brutal hardships, enslaved Africans kept their cultures alive in the colonies. They contributed words
from their native languages, such as banjo and gumbo, to American English. Enslaved people were not allowed to
read or write, so they told stories to teach their children about their culture and life. Spirituals, the religious songs of
enslaved Africans, have influenced American music.
Slavery was a miserable system and most enslaved people never escaped it. Despite all that I endured, I was able
to save enough money to buy my freedom. This was a rare event, indeed. Very few enslaved people could earn
money, much less save it up. After I bought my freedom, I sailed for Great Britain, where I wrote a book about my
experiences.
Olaudah Equiano spoke out against slavery. People who came after him spoke out against it, too. Over time,
movements against slavery grew in Great Britain and America. Even so, slavery would not end for a long time. It
left lasting effects on our country.
What were some ways that enslaved Africans kept their cultures alive in the colonies?

Now it’s time to see what you’ve learned! Complete the Self-Check Quiz and play the vocabulary game. Then
answer the question below.
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How do cultures change?
What do you think?

Go to the Content Library to learn more about slavery.
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Cómo se introdujo la esclavitud
A medida que las colonias crecían, había más trabajo que hacer del que los plantadores coloniales podían realizar
por sí mismos. En principio, los plantadores contrataban a sirvientes aprendices para hacer el trabajo. Un
sirviente aprendiz aceptaba trabajar una determinada cantidad de años a cambio de viajar a una colonia.
Sin embargo, no llegaron suficientes sirvientes aprendices. Los plantadores buscaron otras fuentes de fuerza de
trabajo. Comenzaron utilizando a personas capturadas en el África occidental. Los tratantes embarcaban a los
cautivos a través del Océano Atlántico con rumbo a las colonias. Los plantadores de tabaco trajeron a los
primeros cautivos africanos a Jamestown en 1619. Con el crecimiento de las colonias, se desarrolló un sistema de
esclavitud. La esclavitud es la práctica de tratar a personas como posesiones y obligarlas a trabajar. Hacia 1750,
las trece colonias habían legalizado la esclavitud.
El comercio triangular
Durante el siglo XVIII se desarrolló el comercio triangular. Éste era un sistema de rutas comerciales marítimas a
través del Océano Atlántico. Las rutas unían Europa y África con las Indias Occidentales y las trece colonias
británicas. ¿Cómo funcionaban?
-Desde las colonias, los comerciantes navegaban a Gran Bretaña y otros países de Europa. Llevaban productos
como pieles y tabaco.
-Desde las Indias Occidentales, los comerciantes navegaban a las colonias y a Gran Bretaña. Llevaban azúcar y
melaza.
-Desde Gran Bretaña, los comerciantes navegaban a África, las Indias Occidentales y las colonias. Llevaban
productos manufacturados, como armas y té.
-Desde África, los tratantes navegaban a las Indias Occidentales y las colonias con cautivos. Esta ruta se conocía
como Pasaje Intermedio.
Un comercio muy importante
La economía de las colonias creció gracias al comercio triangular. De hecho, algunos colonos se hicieron muy
ricos con ello. El comercio triangular también aumentó el número de africanos esclavizados en las colonias. Los
comerciantes y plantadores se volvieron dependientes de la esclavitud para hacer negocios.
El papel de la esclavitud
Los esclavos africanos también hacían otros trabajos. Algunos de ellos eran trabajadores calificados. Esto
significa que se desempeñaban como carpinteros, herreros y cocineros. Otros más laboraban en casas de dueños
de esclavos. Realizaban distintas labores en diferentes regiones. En Nueva Inglaterra y las colonias intermedias,
muchos esclavos africanos trabajaban como sirvientes en hogares de gente rica. Otros laboraban en astilleros, en
pequeñas granjas o practicando un oficio.
Nueva Inglaterra y las colonias intermedias se beneficiaron con la esclavitud. Sin embargo, las colonias del sur se
beneficiaron mucho más. Muchas granjas de las colonias del sur se dedicaban a los cultivos comerciales. Las
plantas de arroz y tabaco requerían muchos trabajadores. La gente tenía que plantar, cuidar y cosechar los
productos. Los esclavos africanos hacían la mayor parte de esta labor. La mayoría de las granjas eran pequeñas y
tenían sólo unos cuantos esclavos.
Sin embargo, las grandes plantaciones de las colonias del sur a veces utilizaban cientos de trabajadores. De
hecho, muchas plantaciones en esta región no podían operar sin esclavos. Los dueños de plantaciones hicieron
grandes fortunas con los cultivos cuidados por esclavos. Esto provocó que las economías de las colonias
crecieran. Los habitantes de las colonias del sur veían la esclavitud como muy importante para su forma de vida.
Impacto de la esclavitud
Los esclavos sufrían mucho. Los capitanes de los barcos esclavistas llenaban de esclavos africanos el área de
carga de la embarcación. Las condiciones eran terribles. Muchos morían en el camino. Una vez en las colonias,
los tratantes vendían a los esclavos en subastas. Las leyes llamadas códigos de esclavos establecían las reglas
de la esclavitud. Bajo esas leyes, los dueños de esclavos tenían total poder sobre los trabajadores esclavizados.
Los esclavos podían ser golpeados. Los hijos de madres esclavas a menudo eran vendidos a otro poseedor de
esclavos. Un esclavo que tratara de huir podía ser asesinado.
La esclavitud y los colonizadores
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Hacia mediados del siglo XVIII, la esclavitud formaba parte de la vida diaria. Las economías en su conjunto
necesitaban del trabajo esclavo para seguir funcionando. La esclavitud también provocó que los colonizadores
desarrollaran ideas negativas acerca de la inteligencia y el valor de los esclavos. En la actualidad esas ideas se
conocen como racismo. Los colonizadores temían a las revueltas violentas. Éstas no ocurrían con frecuencia. Con
el tiempo, los códigos de esclavos se volvieron más duros.
La esclavitud y la cultura estadounidense
Los esclavos africanos mantuvieron vivas sus culturas en las colonias. Aportaron palabras de sus lenguas nativas
al inglés de Estados Unidos. Los esclavos enseñaban su cultura y su vida a través de historias. Los cantos
espirituales eran canciones religiosas de los esclavos. Estos cantos influyeron en la música estadounidense.
Algunos esclavos africanos pudieron comprar su libertad. Sin embargo, esto no era muy común. Un esclavo que
compró su libertad fue Olaudah Equiano. Él hablaba en contra de la esclavitud. También escribió un libro sobre
sus experiencias. La gente que llegó después de él también hablaba contra la esclavitud. Con el tiempo, los
movimientos en contra de la esclavitud crecieron en Gran Bretaña y América. Aun así, la esclavitud duró todavía
un largo tiempo.
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What do you think?

Imagine you had to start a new life in a place far away from your home.
Would you go alone? What would you take with you? What hardships might you encounter?

Taming the Wild Trails
As you learned in Lesson 1, people like Daniel Boone helped early pioneers find their way into the Northwest
Territory. As the United States continued to expand west, settlers relied on new people to help them find their way.
In the 1820s, they were helped by mountain men.
Mountain men were traders and fur trappers who lived along the streams and rivers of the Pacific Northwest and
the Rocky Mountains. They trapped along Native American trails and discovered new paths through the Rockies.
Mountain men created guidebooks that outlined new trails.
Eventually, wagon trains started to make their way across these trails to the West. A wagon train was a line of
wagons led west by an experienced guide. As more people moved west, new trails were discovered and used.
As more people headed west, settlers and Native Americans clashed. Many lives were lost in battles over land.
Eventually, most Native Americans were driven from their homes.
What did mountain men do?

Oregon Fever
By the 1840s, Americans were inspired by manifest destiny. This was a belief that the United States had the right
to claim new lands and expand its borders all the way to the Pacific Ocean. Early settlers in the Oregon Territory
sent stories of rich farmland and lush forests. Families began catching “Oregon Fever”—the desire to get a fresh
start in the West.
Use the Word Web graphic organizer to help you learn about the impact of manifest destiny. Write "manifest
destiny" in the center bubble. As you read the lesson, add key words and phrases associated with manifest destiny
to your web. If you run out of bubbles, draw new bubbles or start a new web.

The Mormons Settle Utah
Some people were forced to move west because of their religious beliefs. One example of this is the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, or the Mormon Church. The Mormons were forced west from New York where
many people disagreed with their beliefs. In 1847 the first Mormons arrived at the Great Salt Lake and settled what
is now Salt Lake City, Utah.
How did the concept of manifest destiny contribute to westward expansion?

Life on the Overland Trails
One of the most popular overland trails was the Oregon Trail, which stretched from Independence, Missouri, to
western Oregon. It was a long, hard journey of 2,000 miles. It took nearly six months to reach Oregon! Keep
reading to find out what the trip was like for a typical family.
Men were responsible for driving the oxen, repairing the wagon, hunting, and protecting their families. Women
cooked, set up camp, and managed supplies. They also cared for and educated their children along the way.
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Children helped around camp. They gathered “buffalo chips,” dung left by bison. These “chips” were used as fuel
for fires.
Settlers used overland wagons called prairie schooners. Wagons had to carry everything a family would need for
the journey, as well as what they would need once they got to their new home.
People found strength in numbers on wagon trains. This helped in the event of animal attacks or conflict with
Native Americans.
Pioneers often used guidebooks they purchased from mountain men or at one of the many stops or forts along the
trail. However, these guidebooks weren’t always reliable and didn’t accurately describe conditions on the trails.
As pioneers headed west, unpredictable weather often greeted them. Sometimes, violent storms popped up with
little warning. Pioneers had to scramble to make sure their belongings weren’t damaged in the storms. As they
approached the Rocky Mountains, pioneers had to deal with freezing temperatures and snow storms.
The trails were not always smooth. As pioneers headed west, they had to deal with rocky terrain and rough trails.
Sometimes they would have to repair broken wheels. Pioneers had to deal with plants, vegetation, and wildlife with
which they were not familiar. Pioneers had to figure out how to get around or through deep rivers. Some pioneers
altered their wagons to float across the river like a boat.
What kinds of hardships did pioneers on the trails face?

The War with Mexico
Instead of moving west, some people settled in an area of the Southwest that belonged to Mexico. Eventually, the
demands and needs of these settlers led to war with Mexico.

Americans Settle in Texas
In 1821 Mexico won its independence from Spain. At that time, Mexico’s northern areas included present-day
Texas, New Mexico, and California.
During those years, few people lived in this huge area. To keep the area under Mexican control, Mexico’s
government offered land and citizenship to Americans who settled in Texas. By 1835, about 25,000 Americans
lived in the area. Many of these Americans didn’t want to live in Mexico. They complained about Mexican laws.
They also wanted slavery, which was illegal in Mexico, to be legal.

Texas Goes to War
Texans went to war with Mexico in December 1835. After a year of fighting, Texans voted to join the United States.
They adopted a constitution and made slavery legal.
The U.S. Congress felt that allowing Texas to join the Union might lead to war with Mexico. Instead, Texas became
an independent country—the Republic of Texas. It was also known as the Lone Star Republic.

The United States Goes to War
In 1845 Texas joined the Union. However, the United States and Mexico disagreed over the southern border of
Texas. Later that year, President James Polk offered to buy the Mexican territories of California and New Mexico
for $30 million. When Mexico refused, Polk ordered General Zachary Taylor to march through Texas to the Rio
Grande. Fighting broke out with Mexican soldiers in April 1846. As a result, the United States declared war on
Mexico.
Fighting continued until 1847, when U.S. troops captured the Mexican capital, Mexico City. The Mexican
government signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in February 1848. Under this treaty, Mexico sold Texas to the
United States for $15 million. The treaty also included land in much of the Southwest.
Did You Know?
In 1853 the United States paid Mexico $10 million for the Gadsden Purchase. This strip of land included the
southern edge of present-day Arizona and New Mexico. With this purchase, the nation reached its present size.
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How did the War with Mexico help the United States achieve the idea of manifest destiny?

California Joins the Union
As a result of the War with Mexico, the United States gained possession of California. Soon, a large flood of people
would move to California in hopes of making a fortune.

Gold Fever in California
In January 1848, a man named James Marshall saw something glittering in the American River outside the town of
Sacramento, California. What he saw was gold. Marshall tried to keep the discovery a secret, but the news quickly
spread.
Over the next year, thousands of miners came to search for gold in the area. Prospecting, or exploring for gold,
required only a few tools and the willingness to work hard. It was difficult work, and few people struck it rich.
The idea of sudden wealth drew thousands of people to California. So many people came that the period became
known as the Gold Rush. By May 1849, more than 10,000 wagons had crossed the continent to reach California.
In that year alone, more than 80,000 people arrived in California from around the world. Because these people
came to California in 1849, they became known as “forty-niners.”

The Thirty-First State
By 1850, there were enough people in California to apply for statehood. Settlers wanted courts, land and water
laws, mail delivery, and other government services. On September 9, 1850, President Millard Fillmore signed a law
that made California the thirty-first state to enter the Union.
Did You Know?
John C. Fremont was a mapmaker who led several expeditions, including ones to Mexican California. He wrote
about California’s mild climate and vast natural resources. His explorations inspired many American pioneers to
move west. Later, Fremont helped organize a rebellion against Mexican California in 1846, creating the Bear Flag
Republic.
How did California becoming a state fulfill the idea of manifest destiny?

Now it’s time to see what you’ve learned! Complete the Self-Check Quiz and play the vocabulary game. Then
answer the question below.
Why do people move?
What do you think?

Go to the Content Library to learn more about the Republic of Texas.
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Los senderos terrestres
Domesticar los senderos salvajes
Los montañeses vivían en el Noroeste del Pacífico y en las montañas Rocosas. Eran comerciantes y tramperos.
Ellos descubrieron nuevas rutas a través de las montañas Rocosas y crearon mapas y libros guía de los senderos
del oeste.
Con el tiempo, las caravanas de carretas comenzaron a cruzar por los senderos hacia el Oeste. Una caravana
de carretas es una línea de carretas conducidas hacia el oeste por un guía. A medida que más gente se
trasladaba al oeste, se descubrían nuevos senderos.
Una vez más, conforme más gente se iba hacia el oeste, los colonizadores y los nativos americanos comenzaron
a luchar por la tierra. Después de muchas batallas, la mayoría de los nativos americanos fue expulsada de sus
hogares.
La fiebre de Oregón
Durante la década de 1840, los estadounidenses fueron inspirados por la idea del Destino Manifiesto. Éste era la
creencia de que Estados Unidos tenía el derecho de expandir sus fronteras por todo el Océano Pacífico.
Cuando los colonizadores del Oeste hablaban acerca de las ricas tierras agrícolas y los tupidos bosques, la gente
comenzó a contraer la “fiebre de Oregón”. Esta fiebre era el deseo de trasladarse al oeste y comenzar una nueva
vida.
Los mormones se establecen en Utah
Algunas personas fueron obligadas a moverse hacia el oeste debido a sus creencias religiosas. Por ejemplo, los
mormones se vieron forzados a trasladarse al oeste desde Nueva York. En 1847 los mormones se instalaron en
Great Salt Lake (Gran Lago Salado), en lo que es ahora Salt Lake City, Utah.
La vida en los senderos terrestres
El más conocido de los senderos hacia el oeste era el sendero de Oregón. Tomaba seis meses y más de 3000
kilómetros llegar a Oregón.
En el sendero:
-

Los hombres cuidaban los animales y la carreta, cazaban para comer y protegían a sus familias.

Las mujeres cocinaban, instalaban el campamento, administraban las provisiones y cuidaban y educaban a
los niños.
Los niños ayudaban a instalar el campamento. Recolectaban “lascas de búfalo”, o excremento de búfalo
que se usaba para hacer fuego.
Los colonizadores utilizaban carretas terrestres que llevaban todo lo que una familia necesitaba para el
viaje y para instalarse a donde llegara. Estos artículos incluían: armas, libros, herramientas, carne, medicinas,
cacerolas, semillas y piezas de repuesto para la carreta.
Los pioneros usaban guías que compraban a los montañeses o en los paradores a lo largo del camino. A
veces los libros tenían errores o no describían con la suficiente precisión las condiciones de la ruta.
El clima y las Grandes Llanuras eran impredecibles. Los pioneros tenían que ser capaces de asegurar sus
pertenencias en cuestión de minutos. En las montañas enfrentaban temperaturas muy bajas y tormentas de nieve.
Los pioneros tenían que reparar las carretas que se dañaban durante el trayecto. Además, tenían que
ingeniárselas para atravesar o rodear los ríos con las carretas.
La guerra con México
Algunas personas se trasladaron al Suroeste en vez de ir al Sureste o al Oeste. Esta área pertenecía a México.
Los estadounidenses se establecen en Texas
En 1821, México obtuvo su independencia de España. En esa época, el territorio de México abarcaba lo que hoy
es Texas, Nuevo México y California. En esas regiones vivía muy poca gente. A México le preocupaba perder
esas áreas ante los colonizadores estadounidenses. Ofreció a los estadounidenses la ciudadanía y tierra si se
trasladaban a Texas.
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Hacia 1835, alrededor de 25,000 estadounidenses vivían en Texas. Sin embargo, ya no querían pertenecer a
México. No les gustaban las leyes mexicanas. También querían la esclavitud, que estaba prohibida en México.
Texas va a la Guerra
En diciembre de 1835, los texanos decidieron pelear por su libertad. Después de un año de lucha, votaron por
unirse a Estados Unidos. Por desgracia, el Congreso no quería entrar en guerra con México, así que no
permitieron que Texas se volviera estado. En vez de ello, Texas se convirtió en un país: la República de Texas.
Estados Unidos va a la Guerra
Diez años después, Texas pasó a formar parte de la Unión. Sin embargo, hubo un desacuerdo con México
respecto a la frontera sur de Texas. Estados Unidos ofreció comprar a México los territorios de California y Nuevo
México.
Cuando México se negó, Estados Unidos le declaró la guerra.
Después de un año de lucha, los estadounidenses tomaron la capital mexicana. Las dos naciones firmaron el
Tratado de Guadalupe-Hidalgo en 1848. México vendió Texas a Estados Unidos por $15 millones.
California pasa a formar parte de la Unión
Estados Unidos obtuvo California después de la guerra con México.
Fiebre del oro en California
En enero de 1848 un hombre vio algo brillando en el río a las afueras de Sacramento, California. Era oro. La
noticia del oro se extendió con rapidez. Para el siguiente año, miles de personas llegaron a California en busca de
oro. Lavar oro era un trabajo difícil, y pocos se hicieron ricos.
Fueron tantas las personas que se trasladaron a California el siguiente año, que el periodo se conoció como la
Carrera del Oro. En 1849, más de 80,000 personas llegaron a California. Se les conoció como los
“cuarentaynueves”.
Hacia 1850 había en California suficiente población para ser candidata a constituir un estado. Ese año California
se convirtió en el estado 31 de la Unión.
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Student Worksheet 4

Name:

USING MONEY WISELY
1. Derek has earned $50 by doing odd jobs for his family and neighbors. There are a lot of ways

he wants to use his money, but he doesn’t have enough money for all of them. He needs your
help. Circle YES or NO for each item on Derek’s list. Remember, the total amount of money
must be $50, no more, no less. Use the worksheet to the right to figure out your total.

DEREK’S LIST

A. The animal shelter really
needs food for the animals.
Should Derek give to the
animal shelter?
❑ YES (How much? $
❑ NO

D. A video game that Derek has
always wanted is on sale. It only
costs $25. Should he buy it?
❑ YES
❑ NO

)

B. Derek really wants to download
a new album by his favorite
band, Three Green Monkeys.
The album costs $10. Should
he buy it?
❑ YES
❑ NO
C. Derek has lost his backpack.
A new backpack costs $25.
Should he buy one?

E. Derek’s family is going on
vacation this summer and he
wants spending money. His
parents said they would give
him a dollar for every dollar he
saves. Should he save some of
his money?
❑ YES (How much? $_______)
❑ NO

❑ YES
❑ NO

ENTER
AMOUNTS HERE
A.

$

B.

$

C.

$

D.

$

E.

$

TOTAL

$

2. Pretend that you and your friends have earned $100 altogether by doing odd jobs in your

neighborhood like raking leaves and walking pets. You must all decide how you will use the
$100. You must put some money into SAVINGS, some money into SPENDING, and some
money into GIVING.

SAVINGS:
How much?

What will your group be saving for?

SPENDING:
How much?

What will your group buy?

GIVING:
How much?

Where will you donate your money, and who will it help?

CHECKING ACCOUNTS AND ALTERNATIVE BANKING METHODS
Key Concepts
Types of payment, checking accounts, interest, ATM transactions, credit cards, purposes of saving
Summary
This lesson introduces the various options used to pay for current goods and services, including cash (ATM
transactions), checks, credit cards and saving for future purchases.
Overview & Lesson Objectives
This lesson is intended for students in second and third grades. The lesson teaches students the purpose of
saving, how saving generates interest, the purpose of a checking account, and how to write a check. The
introduction of ATM transactions, credit and credit cards are also presented in this lesson.
Students will be able to:
 Describe the purpose of a checking account
 Label the parts of a check
 Write a sample check
 Describe the purpose/working of ATM transactions
 Provide a simple explanation of credit and credit cards
Time Allocation:
15 - 20 Minute Prep
35 - 40 Minutes Engagement
Materials:
 Copies of Damper Check and Completed Check worksheet (one per student)
 Copies of Blank Checks worksheet (two per student)
 One copy of ATM card to show the students

TD Bank Financial Education
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Grades 2-3/Lesson 3

Lesson Begins: Setting the Stage
Background Builder #1: Remind students that savings accounts are a safe place to keep money. Ask
students if they know about any other types of bank accounts where people keep their money.
State the Objective: tell the students what they will be able to do upon conclusion of the lesson.
“At the end of this lesson you will be able to identify the parts of a check, write a check correctly, and explain
what people use checks, ATM cards, and credit cards for.”

Lesson Continues
People can use a bank account to pay for goods and services like shopping at the mall or going to an
amusement park. Your parents use their bank account to buy food when you go to the grocery store, pay for
your activities, such as little league registration or gymnastics.
Paying by check is a safe way to pay for things because you give permission to only one company or one
person to receive a specific amount of money.
There are six parts to a check. (Explain each part to the students)

D

Date – The date the check is issued

A

Amount – This is the amount of money to be paid to the Payee

M

Maker - This is the person responsible for the amount shown above. A signature is used
to approve the money written in the Amount box.

P

Payee – This is the person getting the money written in the Amount Box.

E

Endorsement – This is a signature of the person cashing or getting the amount in the
Amount Box.

R

Routing Number – Identifies the bank the check belongs to.

Checks come in many styles and colors. Some banks will give them to you for free or you could order some
really pretty checks for an additional cost.
Explain that people must write out a check correctly or the bank will not pay out the money. It is absolutely
necessary for your check to be processed correctly with all six parts of the check we just learned. Remember
DAMPER?
Explain that checks cannot be written for more money than a person actually has in a checking account. The
bank will charge you a fee and make you pay the money back.
TD Bank Financial Education
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Distribute a copy of a sample check and the blank check worksheet
 Ask students to label the parts of a check (DAMPER) on the first blank check
 Next walk students through the proper steps of writing a check on the second copy, but note for them
the importance of writing a dollar amount in numbers and then writing it out in words, especially with a
line extended to prohibit someone from adding his/her own name or adding a dollar amount.
For example: Writing only the word “twenty” would allow someone to add “twenty thousand” but writing
“twenty and 00/100 ---------” does not.
Acknowledge and reinforce the efforts of each student who has completed the check correctly.
Alternative banking: ATM (Automated Teller Machines) cards and credit cards
 Show students a copy of a debit card
 ATM stands for automated teller machine. A teller is the title of a person who usually handles your
business at the bank. An ATM is a machine that can do that job twenty-four hours a day. Just like
with a person, you can deposit money, withdraw money, or even check an account balance at an
ATM. ATMs have many locations.


Banks always want to keep money safe, so in order to use your ATM card you're allowed to create
your own personal identification number (PIN). You will use this number when using an ATM
machine. This is a secret, and it should never be shared with anyone or someone could take all your
money. You shouldn’t even lend your ATM card to someone. If it is lost or stolen, you must tell your
bank immediately so that they can do everything possible to protect your money.

Credit Cards
Sometimes a bank will allow you to borrow money if you need it for something important. The bank allows
you to borrow a certain amount of money to use, and then you pay back what you borrowed at a later date
you agree on.
If you don't pay the bank back in full before the deadline you agreed on, they will charge you extra money in
the form of a late fee and interest that you must also pay back. You access this loaned money often on a
credit card. If the bank decides to offer you credit, you may have to pay a fee every year to use this service.
Explain how a credit card works.
 You buy some new clothes.
 You have found things you like, but you don’t have enough money.
 You give the store your credit card. The store will scan your credit card on their machine to make
sure that your bank is allowing you to have this borrowed money.
 When the bank has given its OK, you sign your name to authorize the bank to pay this money on your
behalf. It’s similar to writing a check.
 At the end of the month, the bank will send you a statement of what you borrowed and any extra
money that you may owe. You must pay that entire amount before the deadline or the bank will
continue to charge you extra money for the privilege of using the money it loaned you.
 A bank will place a limit on how much money you can borrow, so that people don’t have too many
problems. When you have reached your limit you must pay the bank money, or it will not allow you to
borrow any more money on your credit card.
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Lesson Closes
Review the DAMPER handout.
An additional copy of the blank check worksheet can be distributed so the students can practice later.
See the suggestion page for “Additional Engagement Opportunities / Resources”, for additional ideas.

Additional Engagement Opportunities / Resources
Pair and Share
Group students into pairs and ask each pair to exchange two or three new things learned during the day’s lesson.
Call on select pairs to share with the whole class what has been learned.
Quizbowl
Separate the students into two or three teams and ask questions related to the lesson.
Sample Questions:
 How many parts to a check?
 Describe areas on a check the writer must complete?
 What is an ATM?
 How does a credit card work?
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Educational Standards
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics Principles and Standards for School Mathematics, 2000
 Number and Operations – (Students will) Understand numbers, ways of representing numbers,
relationships among numbers, and number systems.
 Communication – (Students will) Organize and consolidate their mathematical thinking through
communication.

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards in Personal Financial Literacy 2014:
Standard 9.1: 21st Century Life and Careers
9.1 B. Money Management: 9.1.4.B.4
9.1 C. Credit and Debt Management: 9.1.4.C.1
National Standards in K – 12 Personal Finance Education (from Jump$tart Coalition) 2017:
Spending and Saving:
Standard 1, “Develop a plan for spending and saving.”
Standard 2, “Develop a system for keeping and using financial records.”
Standard 3, “Describe how to use different payment methods.”
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Debit Card Sample
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