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Winning Starts Here!

IMPORTANT DATES

Sept 2: Labor Day Holiday
No School

Sept. 12: Curriculum Night!
Program 5:30-7:00PM

Light dinner from 5:30-6:00PM

Sept. 18 Early Release
School dismisses at 12:15PM

Sept. 24 Parent Meeting

6:30-7:30PM Media Center
Come out and join our PTA!

Sept. 25 Progress Reports
Coming in October...
Oct. 2: Walk to School Day
More information to come

HIGHEST GROWTH IN DURHAM!!!
Lakewood students, teachers, families, and community stakeholders
have something to celebrate! This past school year WE not only
EXCEEDED state expectations, but through hard work achieved the

*** HIGHEST ACADEMIC GROWTH ***
in the entire district--out of 50+ schools!!! I could not be more proud
of the level of commitment, work ethic, thoughtful planning, and
teamwork WE engaged in this past year. I look forward to sustaining
this success as we carry this momentum into this school year. WE
have a lot to be proud of and a lot to CELEBRATE! I want you to either
continue to stay involved or get involved this year! Our next parent
meeting will take place Tuesday, September 24 from 6:30-7:30PM in
our school's Media Center. As always, there will be free childcare, a
light dinner, and Spanish interpretation. I hope to see you there!!!
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Lakewood Community School Corner
To launch our
journey as a
Community School,
we LISTENED to
students, parents &
staff about your
hopes and needs.
Here are responses
to a question on the
student survey!<RX
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GRRUs of the school.
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What does
respect mean?

overhear a teller at the bank say, “Thank you
for your service” to a customer in a military
uniform. Or maybe you’ll notice that your
child asks her brother respectfully, “Could
you please sing more quietly while I finish
my homework?”

Showing respect will be easier for
your youngster if she knows what
respect sounds like and looks like
in everyday life. Try these ideas.

Draw a comic strip. Brain-

storm ways people show
respect, such as by keeping
commitments or respecting
others’ wishes. Then, your
youngster can create a comic
strip that illustrates one of
the examples. Perhaps she’ll
draw one panel that shows her
arranging a get-together with a
friend, a second panel where a different friend invites
her to a movie she’s anxious to see, and a third with
her sticking to her original plans.♥

Make a “quote board.” Have

your child label a poster board or
a bulletin board “The Sounds of
Respect.” When a family member
hears respectful language, she can
write it on a sticky note and add it to the
board. For instance, your youngster might

ACTIVITY
CORNER

Adventures by mail
Your child can explore the world
without leaving home! This activity
turns him into a “flat traveler”—
like Flat Stanley in the
popular book series.
First, let him mail
a photo of himself
and a letter to a relative or friend
who lives
out of
town. He
could write questions that will help him
learn about the place, perhaps about the
weather, language, foods, geography, or
landmarks.
The person should mail back answers,
along with photos and even tourist brochures or postcards. For instance, his
aunt may snap a picture of your child’s
photo on a snowy mountain or in front
of a famous skyscraper.
Suggest that your youngster put
everything in a scrapbook that he can
read to remind him of the places “he”
has been. Then, he can send his photo
on another adventure with a different
long-distance relative or friend!♥
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PARENT
TO
PARENT

Participating in class

My son, Sam, has always
been a quiet kid. This year, his teacher told me
that he rarely speaks up in class and
prefers to work alone. So together,
she and I came up with strategies
to help Sam participate more.
Now as part of Sam’s homework, he
decides on one question or comment about the
s
material to share in class the next day. Practicing what he plans to say prepare
put
to
tries
she
s,
project
group
him to speak up. Also, when the teacher assigns
Sam on a team that includes at least one student he knows well.
The teacher reports that Sam is speaking up more often. And the other day,
they’re
he came home excited about a great idea his partner had for the diorama
working on together.♥

Q Sharpen critical thinking
&

A

Q: At a recent curriculum night,

the principal talked about critical
thinking. Are there fun ways to
work on this at home?
A: Absolutely! And the great thing
about building thinking skills is that
your child doesn’t need any materials —
just her brain.
Try holding a family debate,
with a twist. Ask a question
like “Which is better, basketball or baseball?”
Let each person
answer, then argue
in favor of the sport
she didn’t choose. Your

youngster will need to think critically
to take a view that’s the opposite of her
own. For instance, a baseball fan might
say that basketball is more fast-paced
and exciting.
Or encourage your
daughter to look at
familiar situations in
new ways. Have her pick
a situation or an event
(say, a snowstorm). Now
take turns looking at it
from others’ perspectives.
How would a truck driver,
a toddler, or a squirrel feel
about the snow?♥

James Hopkins, Principal

