
2020/06/07 11:06:13 AM AST 
Dr. D Anderson 
Treyburn 
27712 
 
"As the world continues to deal with the realities of COVID-19, we are looking to the future and trying to 
redefine what normal means. For parents, part of that is deciding how to educate their children. Parents are 
deciding between public, charter, private, traditional homeschool, and virtual learning options. When making 
those decisions, parents are evaluating just how prepared public school systems are to deal with the new 
normal and how committed they are to following the guidelines of health professionals. I watch and read all 
public information provided by DPS at the district level; if that was all I reviewed, I would assume DPS is 
committed to following the best practices of the health officials and the laws surrounding COVID-19 at the 
state and local levels. However, upon further investigation it is easy to see individual schools engaging in 
reckless behavior and appearing to have total disregard for best practices as it relates to reducing the spread 
of COVID-19. When parents enroll their children in school it is not just DPS as a district they are trusting, but 
the leadership at the individual schools. What the community sees happening at the individual school level 
does not seem to match what we hear at the district level. Why should parents entrust their children to DPS 
when they cannot trust what is presented at the district level will actually play out at the school level? It 
would appear as if some plans presented at the district level have no real merit at the school level. Our 
children are subject to the leadership at the school level. Maybe instead of hearing from district leaders 
about their plans for following guidelines, we should hear from individual school leaders about their plans 
and commitments to following best practices for safeguarding our children (emphasis on commitments). 
 
I hear the leadership of DPS speaking to the importance of supporting vulnerable populations and recognizing 
that Black Lives Matter. I humbly request, until district leadership is able and willing to do all they can to 
protect the vulnerable populations and black lives within the DPS community as it relates to COVID-19, please 
stop with the perceived hypocrisy. As the school board observes moments of silence for Black lives, individual 
schools are engaging in reckless behavior impacting those very same Black lives as it relates to COVID-19. We 
should not proclaim Black lives matter as it relates to areas outside of our control, all the while endangering 
Black lives with areas well within our control.  
 
The community wants a school district they can trust to not only educate, but to protect their children. Right 
now we do not trust the individual schools; therefore, we do not trust the school district. One is synonymous 
with the other.   
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:01:53 AM AST 
Katie Mgongolwa 
valley springs rd 
durham nc 27712 
 
"Dear School Board members, 
  
Thank you for all you are doing and your deep consideration for our students, families, and staff. I‚Äôm 
writing today because I fear our schools are in a deep state of emergency that will render the new 1:1 devices 
and hotspots moot. I‚Äôm speaking of the basic needs of our students being met- which of course must 



happen before any academic expectations are feasible. Specifically, we need to consider students‚Äô mental 
and physical health.  
  
Many DPS teachers and staff are calling for defunding SROs in favor of more supports and resources. Aissa 
Dearing and other DPS students have sent letters to the you asking you to terminate the MOU (contract) and 
any future partnerships with the Sheriff‚Äôs office. The Durham Association of Educators, the 
Superintendent's Youth Advisory Council, and BYP100 support this transition. The Board of County 
Commissioners approved a budget for over $ 2.74 million for School Resource Officers last night. I know you 
all have done due diligence and have communication lines open with people who have reached out- thank 
you. 
  
But its shocking that it‚Äôs not unusual for a DPS social workers to be split between large schools, having 
more than 1,500 students each, while the national recommendation is 1:250 (although if students have high 
needs, the recommended ratio shrinks to 1:50). It is not uncommon for school psychologists to cover 4 
schools, or nurses to cover 6, creating massive backlogs.  
  
I am deeply, deeply worried about our students-- the chronic stress and trauma they are facing right now is 
unimaginable. If the hierarchy of needs is to be met, we need to prioritize our students‚Äô mental health by 
investing in clinical professionals, not police. This is a state of emergency that we would be remiss not to 
address. As we discuss racism in this critical time, I want to uplift the black and brown students who are not 
being taken care of in our own city. As we make plans to re-open schools, it is critical to prioritize mental 
health needs before police or academics.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 5:50:46 AM AST 
Carolina Godinez  
3637 Westminster AVE  durham NC  
27704 
 
Exente ser√≠a por zoom  la maestra cross fue una excelente maestra se preocupe por  sus alumnos  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:12:59 AM AST 
Chris Rossi 
6001 Garrett Rd 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 



academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:16:03 AM AST 
Rann Bar-On 
208 n Driver st 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is Rann Bar-On and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:25:11 AM AST 
Seana Monley Rodriguez 
1909 FIDELITY DR 
DURHAM 
 
"My name is Seana Monley Rodriguez and I am a Durham resident and Durham business owner with a child 
entering kindergarten next year. We do not want policing happening in schools, we want you to remove SROs 
and allocate resources to the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to 
critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations 
for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic 
stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:26:10 AM AST 
Jill Trufant 
4210 Lazyriver Dr.  
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"My name is Jill Trufant and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. We need more social workers and nurses in our schools- people who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. We need to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth by hiring professionals who can help mitigate stress, not exacerbate it. School should be a safe haven, 



not a continuation of hassling and fear. Thank you for your consideration. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:26:31 AM AST 
Fernando Rodriguez 
1909 Fidelity Dr. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Fernando Rodriguez and I am a Durham resident and Durham business owner with a child 
entering kindergarten next year. We do not want policing happening in schools, we want you to remove SROs 
and allocate resources to the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to 
critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations 
for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic 
stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
Children should not be policed and treated violently. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:26:32 AM AST 
Sarah McIntyre 
4813 Fortunes Ridge Drive 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Sarah Hill McIntyre and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe and productive for ALL students. I support the call to invest in 
the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health 
and healing. I reject the reliance on police in our schools and am concerned at how their involvement in 
school matters contributes to the overpolicing of Black and Brown communities and the school-to-prison 
pipeline. During the COVID pandemic and during this time when the country is reckoning with systemic 
racism,  this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma and to prioritize the wellbeing of ALL 
students is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:36:27 AM AST 
Lisa Savage 
110 Mayfield Circle  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Lisa Savage, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 



safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:36:38 AM AST 
Nicole Short 
5519 sunlight Dr apt 302 
Durham NC 27707 
 
"My name is Nicole Short and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:41:42 AM AST 
Michael Becker 
1505 Duke University Road, Apt 7A 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Michael Becker and I am a Durham resident, voter, and taxpayer. I stand with DPS students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to 
meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:47:42 AM AST 
rodrigo dorfman 
2303 west knox street 
Durham 
 



"A few days ago my daughter Catalina, a rising senior at DSA, and more than a thousand like her, signed a 
petition to ask DPS to remove police officers from school grounds. Those of us concerned with the real safety 
of our children have been asking for years for DPS to stop this violent practice. Our children need more 
mental health counselors, not more cops patrolling the hallways, perpetuating the illusion of safety when in 
reality they are perpetuating fear in the eyes of our students. My daughter Catalina does not feel safe around 
people with guns. Period. I challenge DPS and the Board to finally address in a creative and community 
centered way what real safety means in our schools and how to better achieve it. Here's your chance to 
finally do the right thing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:52:33 AM AST 
Mistie Gotch 
431 Kingsbury dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
Please discontinue the school‚Äôs relationship with the sheriff‚Äôs department.  Thanks  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 9:53:51 AM AST 
Joyce Ventimiglia 
220 Dacian Ave 
Durham 
 
As a DPS parent I'm asking you to please replace SRO's with trained councilors and social workers. The police 
don't belong in our schools and their presence only exacerbates the school to prison pipeline. These 
resources can be used in other ways to improve the lives of our students. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:04:16 AM AST 
Chelsea Earles 
1709 Glendale Ave. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Please take action to meet our students' needs instead of punishing them for having unmet social, mental 
health, developmental, nutritional, physical health, and other needs.  It's our job to teach our kids, not throw 
them away.  The only way to stop the school to prison pipeline is to get law enforcement out of our schools." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:12:13 AM AST 
Sarah Mye 
827 Ember Drive 
27703 



 
"My name is Sarah and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:12:31 AM AST 
Elizabeth Peeples 
1703 Glendale Ave 
27701 
 
"My name is Liz Peeples and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:15:25 AM AST 
Hong-An Truong 
214 W. Trinity Avenue 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Hong-An Truong and I am a Durham resident with a daughter who attends Hope Valley 
Elementary School. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) 
from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If 
the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet 
national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 
safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:25:53 AM AST 
Saba Taj 



805 Massey Ave 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"My name is Saba Taj and I am a Durham resident, former DPS teacher, and parent of a rising third grader at 
Forest View Elementary. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers 
(SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our 
students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more 
likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part of ensuring 
our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, 
this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be 
addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:28:54 AM AST 
THERESA BLACKINTON 
1417 N DUKE ST 
DURHAM, NC 27701 
 
"As the mother of a DPS elementary school student, I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:30:13 AM AST 
Jennifer Plant 
1107 W Lakewood Ave 
Durham 
 
"My name is Jennifer Plant, and I am a Durham resident and DPS parent. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet 
the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:31:03 AM AST 
Warren Lowell 



1004 West Markham Avenue 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Warren Lowell and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:32:19 AM AST 
Emmeline Redick  
2910 Welcome Drive  
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Emmeline Redick and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:33:21 AM AST 
Dwayne Dixon 
214 West Trinity Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
" 
My name is Dwayne Dixon and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students.  
 
I have personal experience with the Durham Sheriff‚Äôs Department targeting and arresting me for anti-
racist work in this city and attempting to convict me in a case they lost at trial. The Department has shown 
itself to be antagonistic to a culture of inclusion and care, instead using its power to harass and target 
activists and thus reveal its allegiance to white supremacy. These deputies have no place ‚Äúprotecting‚Äù 
our children and should be ejected from all spaces of learning and communal care.  
 
If the funds allocated to the SROs are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 



ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:33:33 AM AST 
Jodi Belcher 
5500 Fortunes Ridge Dr, 75B 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Jodi Belcher and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:35:09 AM AST 
So-yung Mott 
102 Harvest Oaks Lane, Unit 86 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is So-yung Mott and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:36:38 AM AST 
Kaitlin Strauss 
16 Prentiss Place 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Kaitlin Strauss and I am a Durham resident and parent of two DPS students. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings. 
 



The funds used for SROs should be redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, including 
social workers and nurses. As an RN myself, I know that this is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe 
for students.  
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address 
chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:36:45 AM AST 
Erica Prush 
918 W Trinity Ave Apt 2 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"My name is Erica Prush and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:40:11 AM AST 
Whitney Baker 
709 Green St. Apt B 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Whitney and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:41:05 AM AST 
Daniel Ruccia 
2210 Wilson St. 
Durham, NC 27705 
 



"My name is Dan Ruccia, and I'm a Durham resident. My daughter is about to start Kindergarten at DPS. I'm 
writing to encourage DPS to remove School Resource Officers from our schools and to reallocate those funds 
to hire more social workers and nurses. This will do a lot to make our schools safer (both physically and 
psychologically) for students while also helping decrease the school to prison pipeline that adversely affects 
so many students of color. The health and wellbeing of students is not a job for the police, it is a job for 
properly trained professionals." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:43:17 AM AST 
Joanna Parkman 
804 Louise Circle 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Joanna Parkman, and I'm a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:46:22 AM AST 
Vivien Rendleman 
101 E. Markham Ave. 2 
DURHAM, NC 27701 
 
End any partnership between DPD and public schools. No more police in public schools. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:46:37 AM AST 
Anne Corbett 
6204 Forest Ridge Drive 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"As a Durham resident, I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) 
from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If 
the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet 
national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 
safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever." 
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:48:12 AM AST 
Roshan Panjwani 
2421-A Camellia Drive 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Roshan Panjwani and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:51:30 AM AST 
Elizabeth Ott 
1811 Kirkwood Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Elizabeth Ott and I am a Durham resident and foster parent. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet 
the real health and safety needs of our students. The children that I care for in the foster system need to 
learn and grow in a safe, supportive environment. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:55:11 AM AST 
Joanna Rutter 
1108 GREEN ST 
DURHAM 
 
"My name is Joanna and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 



youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:55:20 AM AST 
Courtney Baker 
2519 Shenandoah Avenue 
Durham 
 
"My name is Courtney, and I'm the mother of three black sons, two with significant special needs. I stand 
with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs), as I've seen first hand as a 
foster parent how unhelpful their service often can be. I would much prefer to see those funds redirected to 
social workers, counselors, and nurses, who are well trained in dealing with my children, and children like 
them. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:57:35 AM AST 
Katie Tosh 
118 Chestnut Street 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Katie and I am a Durham resident, and an education researcher who studies restorative justice 
and social emotional learning. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers 
(SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our 
students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more 
likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring 
our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, 
this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be 
addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 10:58:17 AM AST 
Maddie Himes 
2502 Francis Street 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Maddie Himes and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 



COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:03:14 AM AST 
Jennifer Frank 
1314A Glendale Avenue 
Durham 
 
"My name is Jen Frank and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:08:06 AM AST 
Brennan Lewis 
806 Demerius St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Brennan Lewis and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:11:13 AM AST 
Vanessa Safie  
413 Crestview Dr  
Durham, NC, 27712  
 
Remove school resource officers.  
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 11:12:19 AM AST 
justin tornow 
803 demerius street 
durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is justin tornow and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered. Thank you for the opportunity to comment and 
for your brave and direct action to remove SROs from our schools and give concrete support to our students. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:12:29 AM AST 
Matthew L Phillips 
901 Edith Street 
Durham 
 
"My name is Matt and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:14:29 AM AST 
Laura Busse 
6001 Garrett Road 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My daughter attends DPS and will soon start middle school.  I do not want police officers in her school.  They 
will not make her safer!  More guidance counselors, social workers, nurses and other community support will 
make her safer.  Please cut ties with police agencies and redirect those funds to helpful, supportive 
interventions.  Defund the school to prison pipeline TODAY. 
 
Thanks!" 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 11:14:33 AM AST 
John Winn 
2811 Hillsborough Road 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"Policing at schools, rather than keeping children safe, leads to the reproduction of the violent and racist 
structures that organize society outside of the school. Please cut ties with the Durham police force.  
Education should provide the opportunity to imagine and build a world better than the one we currently 
inhabit‚Äînot to act as a force for perpetuating the worst qualities of it." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:14:38 AM AST 
Erin Gullikson 
1208 Holloway St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
Please protect the student population by cancelling the DPS contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs 
Department. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:16:57 AM AST 
Nora Peterson 
605 W Chapel Hill Street, Apt #563 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
Please consider terminating DPS‚Äôs contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:17:28 AM AST 
Kira Galloway 
5 McCool ct. 
Durham, nc 27703 
 
Schools should remain closed/or moved to online learning  until treatment or vaccines are readily available. 
Elementary aged kids don't understand social distancing or mask wearing. I would love for my rising 
kindergartner to have a nor.al 1st year of school experience but her safety and my immunocompromised 
families health is nore important 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:19:31 AM AST 
Jamilia Martineau-Lopez 



124 Forest Oaks Drive 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Get cops out of schools and make a safer environment for our children! Cancel the $2.74M contract and 
reinvest that money in our students through programs to support their emotional, mental, and physical 
health. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:19:38 AM AST 
Jacob Lau 
1525 Acadia Street 
Durham 
 
Defund the police and put the money back into the health and wellbeing of students and their communities. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:20:17 AM AST 
Matthew Tauch 
908-A Iredell St. 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"My name is Matthew Tauch and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. Thank you for all that you do." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:20:39 AM AST 
Hollianna Bryan 
701 N Queen St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Hollianna Bryan, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 



than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:20:55 AM AST 
Abee Boyles 
2004 Bayleaf Dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"My name is Abee Boyles and I am a Durham resident and parent of two Durham Public Schools students. I 
stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:21:15 AM AST 
Rivkah Stack 
2715 Heather Glen road 
Durham NC 27712 
 
Defund the police. Get the police our of our schools. Use that money to pay for social workers and counselors 
in our schools or pay for teachers to have their needed supplies! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:21:47 AM AST 
Jessica Coons 
1023 Berkeley St Apt B 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"Please cancel the contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. Police do not belong in our 
schools. Redistribute that money to provide a living wage to everyone in DPS and provide students with the 
support services they need, not more policing." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:23:04 AM AST 
Elizabeth Meynardie 
511 Cleveland Street 
Durham, NC 27701 



 
"I am a teacher in DPS. I am writing to demand the removal of SROs from our school system. There is data 
that clearly shows how effective our school support systems could be if the $2.7 million dedicated to policing 
our schools was reinvested in social works, counselors and additional programs and services. More important 
to me than the data are the personal accounts students from DPS have been sharing about negative 
encounters with SROs. Many students have shared how harmful the resource officers have been to the 
school climate. If we do not take this opportunity to listen to and respond fully to the extent of student 
concerns, then DPS is failing to honor Priority 2 and Priority 4 of our current Strategic Plan. How the school 
system chooses to respond in this moment is a clear demonstration of exactly where the priorites of Durham 
Public Schools are. If the students and community are truly valued, then the school system must demonstrate 
their worth by cutting ties with policing in schools. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:24:30 AM AST 
Conor McDonough 
2614 LAWNDALE AVE 
DURHAM 
 
"My wife and I moved here three years ago, and we're excited to send our kids to DPS one day. Our only 
wishes are a) that public schools in our community are funded at the levels they deserve and b) DPS is not 
complicit in the schools-to-prison pipeline. Please reconsider the $2.74m contract with the Sheriff's Office. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:24:50 AM AST 
Arthur Braswell 
929 Morreene Road, #C16 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Please allow Durham Public Schools to become a shining light at this moment by showing what happens 
when communities invest in children and education, rather than a multi-million dollar contract with a 
sheriff‚Äôs department. Imagine what we could do for our students with the 2.74 million allotted to the 
sheriff‚Äôs department." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:25:15 AM AST 
Margaret Perron 
2020 Sunset Ave 
27705 
 
Let‚Äôs get cops out of our schools. Cancel the $2.74 million contracts with the Durham County Sheriff 
Department. Put this money toward something that actually benefits students and faculty. 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 11:25:30 AM AST 
Ashley Wheeler 
605 Crossing Drive 
Durham 
 
"Dear Board Members,  
 
My name is Ashley Wheeler and I'm a registered voter of Durham County. While I am not currently a parent, I 
hopefully will be in the coming years. I want to be sure that they will obtain a well-rounded education and be 
fully prepared for the world that we live in now and the world of the future. I hope you will agree that the 
best world of the future will be an anti-racist world. I ask that you consider and pledge to overhaul and 
institute a curriculum dedicated to anti-racist education, and further, release a plan detailing how Durham 
County schools intends to educate students about the history of racism and their effect on current events. I 
hope that all students will feel like they have a voice and an opportunity to make the world a better place, 
and I think you will agree that it starts with educating the youth of tomorrow.  
 
Thank you for your consideration!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:25:46 AM AST 
Katie Moore 
1314 Hill St Apt D 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My public comment is just that both as a current Durham resident, but especially as a graduate of the DPS 
system, I stand with current and recent DPS students in their call for DPS to cancel its contract with the 
Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:25:57 AM AST 
Ashley Sweeney 
4311 Amesbury Lane 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Ashley Sweeney, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 11:26:07 AM AST 
Alex Fine 
1001 Camden Ave. 
Durham, NC,  27701 
 
Cancel the school system's contract with the Durham Co. Sheriff's Department; listen to students and 
teachers. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:26:09 AM AST 
Albert Sun 
1336 Campus Dr 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
I am a resident of Durham. I am asking you to cancel and/or substantially reduce your $2.74M contract with 
the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. This money should be better spent on students' extracurricular 
opportunities and better teachers. Our schools aren't jails. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:26:12 AM AST 
sumi dutta 
306 newsom st 
Durham 
 
"My name is sumi dutta and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:26:43 AM AST 
Jen Ansley 
6477 Guess Rd. 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"I am writing as a Durham resident to ask the school board to cancel it's contract with the Durham County 
Sheriff's Department, and redirect those funds to educational supplies & raises for DPS workers. " 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 11:27:21 AM AST 
KRISTEN ANDERSON 
1805 BETHESDA AVE 
DURHAM, NC 27703 
 
Police have no place in a school.  Let's use that money to hire social workers and psychologists. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:27:21 AM AST 
Kayla Carlisle 
810 ninth st 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"As someone who attended a public school with ‚Äúresource cops‚Äù they provided NO value or mentorship 
to my education. Working at a public school in Durham- School for Creative Studies, I had multiple children 
on multiple occasions with their heads down during a lesson unable to focus. When I asked why- it was 
because they were hungry because they couldn‚Äôt have breakfast. Invest the money from the cop contract 
into providing access to basic needs, better educational resources and programming for the children. Stop 
criminalizing children. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:27:25 AM AST 
Holly Kingdon 
2416 Dawn Trail 
Durham, NC 27712-2431 
 
"My name is Holly Kingdon and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:27:27 AM AST 
Sherry Franklin 
4910 Highgate Drive 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
" 



My name is Sherry Franklin and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:27:29 AM AST 
Colin Moore 
700 Laurel Springs Dr. Apt. 720 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"Durham Public Schools should end its contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs Department. This contract adds up to 
$2.74 million, which could be put to much better use in our schools, including but not limited to raising wages 
for underpaid workers, upgrades to failing facilities and investment in much needed supplies that teachers 
currently pay for out of their own pockets. The Board of Education must take a moral stand reflected in their 
budget and reallocate this money to their betterment of our teachers and children." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:28:13 AM AST 
Antonette Miguel 
8025 Rosemont Pkwy 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
Cease contract with Durham sheriff and keep police officers out of school.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:29:00 AM AST 
Jess McDonald 
5217 Stanley Rd 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"My name is Jess McDonald and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:29:02 AM AST 
Trisha Remetir 
104 West Club Blvd, Apt A 
Durham 
 
"My name is Trisha Remetir and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:30:21 AM AST 
Erica Brierley 
7003 Pine Hill Rd 
Durham 
 
"My name is Erica Brierley and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
Thank you.  
Erica Brierley, MPH" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:30:37 AM AST 
Elizabeth Bryan 
800 White Pine Drive, Apt. 1801 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
Cancel this contract!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:30:47 AM AST 



Emily Welker Duffy 
1419 Woodland Drive 
Durham 
 
I have emailed the school board members about this previously but I support the proposal to cancel the 
contract between Durham Schools and the Sheriff's department and remove SROs from schools. This policy is 
supported by Durham Beyond Policing and other community-led efforts and the funding normally allocated 
to SROs could be reallocated for other purposes such as ensuring that all DPS employees are paid a living 
wage.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:31:06 AM AST 
Jill Blecha 
5806 Rustic Wood Ln 
DURHAM, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Jill Blecha and I am a Durham resident and DPS parent. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet 
the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:31:16 AM AST 
Caroline Metzler 
901 Edith St  
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"It is absolutely critical to me that DPS divests from the Durham Police Department and invests that money 
into better education technology and supplies. The Durham Police Department has no business being in 
Durham Public Schools and is only making the learning environment unsafe for black, indigenous and POC 
students. With over 2million invested by DPS in the Durham Police Department, that money could be going 
toward better accessibility measures for immunosuppressed students during COVID-19, better books, better 
supplies, teacher pay, custodial service pay, better school lunches and much more. DPD is not necessary in 
Durham Public Schools and is a waste of money. Please divest from the DPD and invest that money into more 
productive measures that make DPS a better, safer learning environment for students. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:31:57 AM AST 
Erin Lunsford 
600 W Main Street, Apt 612 



Durham, NC 27701 
 
I would like the board of education to end Durham Public Schools' contract with the Durham County Sheriff's 
Department as soon as possible. The contract amount of $2.74 million should instead be spent on other 
resources that will address root causes of student problems. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:32:27 AM AST 
Yaas Bigdeli 
222 Grey Elm Trail 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered. POLICE DO NOT BELONG IN SCHOOLS!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:34:46 AM AST 
Sabrina Davis 
8 Carson Circle, Unit B 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
Please divert funds for school resource officers to other areas of academic and extracurricular activities.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:34:49 AM AST 
Kari Coulson 
1 Lantern View Lane 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
" 
My name is Kari Coulson and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 



and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:34:53 AM AST 
Hannah Ridge 
311 Swift Ave  
Durham NC 27705 
 
Public schools should minimize their reliance on police for school enforcement 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:35:15 AM AST 
Tom Harmon 
213 West Markham Avenue 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
Durham Public Schools should cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriffs department. I feel that the 
$2.74 million ear marked for the police would be better spent on resources that directly support students 
and teachers.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:35:39 AM AST 
Spencer Ware 
307 E Trinity Ave 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
I encourage you to cancel the massive allocation of $2.7 M to the County sheriff department‚Äôs 
collaboration with DPS. Police intervention in schools often perpetuates racial disparities in education 
outcomes as well as the school-to-prison pipeline. Please allocate this money toward investing in teachers 
and educational infrastructure.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:36:42 AM AST 
Alexandra Sames 
204 West Geer St 
Durham 
 
"My name is Alex and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 



youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:37:34 AM AST 
Julia Cunningham 
418 W Maynard Ave. 
Durham, North Carolina, 27704 
 
"Spending money to contract with the Durham police when that money could be going towards so many 
other things-- social emotional learning, more teachers, higher teacher salaries, more afterschool activities, 
more robust counseling services-- is an atrocity. Cops do not make students feel safer, and only serve to 
escalate discipline issues that are seen in every school across the country into matters raised to the level of 
the police. Students in white, affluent, suburban school districts do not have the police called on them for 
small skirmishes and fights-- why should it be any different for Durham schools? " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:37:57 AM AST 
Andrew Masten 
1718 Woodburn Rd 
Durham 
 
"Having Police in schools doesn't keep kids safe it antagonizes them, threatening any and all behavior with a 
lifetime mark from the criminal justice system. Instead of keeping police in our schools feeding the school-to-
prison pipeline, we should be putting that money into increasing funding for school supplies in under-
resourced schools and providing counselors and social workers to better aid students and ultimately enhance 
our communities instead of outdated efforts to keep schools "safe" by threatening kids instead of helping 
them grow." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:37:59 AM AST 
Kimberly Grimes 
7213 Ewing Place 
Raleigh 
 
Please remove police officers from Durham Public Schools 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:38:28 AM AST 
Cristina Kovalik  
3601 Barn View Place 



Durham, NC 27705 
 
Durham Public schools should pull out of their contract with the police department and use the money to 
better the school environment. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:39:03 AM AST 
Rebekah A Miel 
401 W MARKHAM AVE 
DURHAM 
 
"My name is Rebekah Miel and I have been a Durham resident for over 20 years. I am angered that students 
are policed while also being told that they don't have access to resources that will help them feel whole and 
safe like support for mental health, the arts, social workers and nurses. The presence of SROs also causes 
unnecessary trauma to Black and Brown students in our school system. It's shameful.  
 
Also, I know that there is an argument that an SRO will reduce crime in schools and prevent school shootings. 
This is simply not true. I grew up in a small town where there was a school shooting in the early 2000s. There 
was a SRO on duty and they were not able to stop three students from being killed. Teachers, not officers, 
stepped in to stop the school shooting. 
 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:39:13 AM AST 
Rayna Rusenko 
3243 Octavia Street 
Raleigh, NC 27606 
 
We must end policing of children in our schools. I urge the school board to cancel its contract.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:39:46 AM AST 
Emma Paul 
2918 Chapel Hill Rd 
Durham, NC 27707 
 



"At this moment in history, it is vital for Durham Public Schools to reconsider their use of police officers.  The 
proposed contract with the Sheriff's Department of $2.74 million would better serve the students and faculty 
if reallocated to other resources.  This money should be dedicated to counselors, social workers, and 
restorative justice programs.  " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:40:08 AM AST 
Bryan Luukinen 
1009 Red Oak Ave 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"My name is Bryan Luukinen and I am a Durham resident and parent of two children who will enter the DPS 
system. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to personnel that can more effectively meet the real health and safety needs 
of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be 
more likely to meet national recommended appointments for social workers and nurses. This change is 
crucial to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:40:30 AM AST 
Erin Erickson 
1101 Clifford Dr.  
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"As a Durham resident, I support Durham Public Schools I‚Äôm canceling it‚Äôs contract with the Durham 
County Sheriff‚Äôs department. SROs DO NOT keep students safe in schools, and the heavy policing of 
Durham‚Äôs students must END. Additionally, these funds must be reallocated to support Durham Public 
Schools through programs such as competent, trauma-informed mental health services for students, 
expanded social and mental health support services for students with incarcerated loved ones, and salary 
increases for Durham Public Schools‚Äô faculty and staff . " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:41:53 AM AST 
Sam Cohen 
1020 Oakland Ave 
Durham 
 
"My name is Sam Cohen, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
SROs from school buildings, and to redirect those funds to meet the real health and safety needs of Durham 
students. If this action is taken, we will be more likely to to meet national recommended rations for social 
works and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensure our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest 



in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental 
health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this need to professionally address chronic stress and 
trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:42:43 AM AST 
Micaela LaRose 
705 Bishopstone Drive 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"Please cancel your contract with the Durham police department. The Durham community is over-policed 
and kids don‚Äôt need to feel like they‚Äôre already criminals in a place where they are supposed to feel safe 
in order to learn. The argument that they help prevent or stop school shootings is dubious as the SRO in 
Parkland never entered the school. While in our own state SROs have been documented slamming their own 
11 year old students into desks for minimal offenses. The money saved not paying the police department 
could be spent supporting other underfunded educational programs/policies that are actually proven to help 
kids succeed (extended day programs, More counselors, increased meal support, etc.) 
 
Much of this info was documented in the following Times article: 
 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/time.com/5848959/school-contracts-police/%3famp=true" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:44:21 AM AST 
Sophie McMillian 
1015 Carpenter Fletcher Rd 
Durham 
 
"Cancel your contract with the Durham police. You will then be able the released funds to provide better, 
nonviolent, solutions to keeping our children safe at school." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:44:39 AM AST 
EH Kim 
117 e Maynard avenue 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
2.74 million could do so much elsewhere! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:44:43 AM AST 
Adrienne Anderson 



110 W. Woodridge Drive 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Hello, Durham School Board!  
 
Thanks for all you do for our public schools.  
 
As a Durham resident, I'm writing to join in the request of the student-and-family-led community-based 
efforts asking for DPS to discontinue its contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource officers 
(SROs).  
 
The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better spent addressing 
student needs than policing them. Please invest the funding for these programs into hiring trained 
professionals like trauma-informed and culturally responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers. 
This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students.  
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address 
chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever.  
 
Durham looks forward to your leadership on this matter. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:45:02 AM AST 
Ryan Sweeney 
1017 Bluestone Rd. 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am asking you to please remove police from Durham Public Schools by cancelling the contract with the 
Durham County Sheriff's department. Children don't need policing, they need support systems to help them 
succeed. The $2.74 million would be better spent by investing in the children and making sure their basic 
needs are met so they are equipped to learn. Please reallocate that money to alternatives meant to build 
people up such as more counselors, social workers, and especially, food security because children can't face 
the whole day on an empty stomach." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:45:17 AM AST 
Jasmine Smith 
1109 N Gregson St  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Please cancel Durham County School‚Äôs contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs Office. Schools 
should be a place for mentoring, growth and learning and putting officers in schools stunts this learning 
process. " 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 11:45:19 AM AST 
Leslie Butterfield 
108 Baynes Court 
Chapel Hill NC  27517 
 
"As a parent of four DPS graduates I am supportive of the school system. I hope DPS would be looking at 
further restorative justice practices, racial equity training for teachers/staff and more supportive practices for 
when students do get suspended when all other options have been exhausted. I know with Covid 
considerations to take into  account schools have a lot on them right now. I am a teacher of young children so 
I get that. Now is also a time to look holistically at the total health and safety concerns of our students and 
families. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:45:19 AM AST 
Brandon Lee 
1035 Aaron Circle 
Durham, Nc 27713 
 
"My name is Brandon Lee and I am a Durham resident and WCPSS classroom teacher. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:45:28 AM AST 
Martha Hope Tyson 
106 W Geer St 
Durham 
 
I strongly encourage the Board of Education to reallocate the funding intended for a partnership with the 
Durham County Sheriff's Department to other priorities to support the kids in Durham Public Schools. This 
2.74 million dollars should be used in other ways - not to bring police officers into our schools. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:45:41 AM AST 
Laura Fine Ledford 
3 Westridge Drive 
Durham 



 
"My name is Laura Fine Ledford and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. Thank you!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:45:57 AM AST 
Sarah Griffin 
1012 Redfern Way 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"I am calling on the DPS BOE to cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. In her 
analysis of data of over 2.5 million students in Texas, Weisburst (2018) found that several instances of federal 
grants for school police were associated in decreases in high school graduation rates, decreases in college 
enrollment rates, and increases in middle school discipline for all students. In addition, this discipline was 
largest for Black and Hispanic students. According to the latest U.S. Education Department statistics for the 
2015-16 academic year, around 31% of students arrested either at a public school or after a school official 
reported them to police were black. Black students made up 15% of the public school population that year. 
You must take this data in conjunction with feedback from the Black community in Durham to do the right 
thing and cancel this contract. Please also re-read the letter sent to you by Aissa Dearing, a graduating high 
school senior at JDC Early College High School. She expertly weaves personal experience, data, and common-
sense solutions in her letter. It should be required reading for anyone involved in DPS decision making. Use 
the funds allocated to this contract to hire school nurses, child psychologists, more substance abuse 
specialists, career counselors and guidance counselors to support students." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:46:14 AM AST 
Anne Gering 
402 W Knox St 
Durham 
 
"My name is Anne Gering, and I am a Durham resident with a student in DPS. I stand with DPS students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to 
meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and 
nurses. This is crucial to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety 
and success of Durham youth by hiring professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, the ability to address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than 
ever." 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 11:46:29 AM AST 
Abigail Lee 
1503 W. Knox St. 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"As a child in public schools with SROs, I watched officers handcuff and remove Black children from the 
school premises almost weekly for things as small as speaking loudly in a hallway. SROs create an 
environment of fear. SROs are a tool of racism and state violence, used to police Black and Brown children. 
They have no place in our schools. Defund the SROs, remove them, and redirect funds to student safety and 
wellness through resources like social workers, nurses, counselors, mindfulness instructors, and 
redistributing funds to students through actions like cancelling student lunch debt and investing in supporting 
Black and Brown student leadership. Break the school-to-prison pipeline and invest in the flourishing of your 
students. The children of Durham deserve better." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:47:25 AM AST 
Elizabeth Henry 
3011 Kenan Road 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"keep law enforcement out of schools, demolish the school to prison pipeline!!!! fund some actual 
counselors!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:47:32 AM AST 
Michelle Vanderwalker 
2713 Ashe St 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"Please cancel the county‚Äôs contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department. That money could be better spent 
on additional resources (teachers, counselors, etc!) for our kids. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:48:02 AM AST 
Alycia Fortin 
2805 Friendship Road 
Durham 
 
"My name is Alycia Fortin and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 



part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:48:05 AM AST 
Jennifer McMorrow 
4 Allen Moore Ct. 
27703 
 
Police in schools do not make our kids safer. Please cancel your contract with the police and redirect that 
funding toward school counseling and other areas of need that will improve the educational outcomes of our 
community‚Äôs children.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:49:52 AM AST 
Grace Nichols 
918 Gilbert St. 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Grace Nichols and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered.  
 
The presence of SROs reactivates the legacy of racialized trauma for Black and other students of color by 
police. Now, more the ever, is the time to be more honest about this legacy and invest in something new, 
such as people and practices that understand the immense amount of harm Black people must endure 
everyday both systemically and interpersonally. Now is the time to prioritize Black wellness and healing. By 
investing in SROs in schools, you reinforce an environment of surveillance and punishment, not one of care 
and consideration for Black life. As residents of Durham, we are counting on you to make the choices that will 
usher in a new legacy for our young people. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:50:26 AM AST 
Juliana Zemke 
530 Foster St Unit 220 
Durham NC, 27701 
 



"My name is Juliana Zemke and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:50:27 AM AST 
Susan Nobblitt 
1000 Cheviot Ave 
27707 
 
"My name is Susan and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:50:28 AM AST 
Shannon Drake 
803 Demerius St. Apt. H3 
Durham 
 
"My name is Shannon Drake and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.  " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:50:32 AM AST 
Maggie Radack 
130 Forest Oaks Dr 
Durham 



 
"My name is Maggie Radack, and I'm a Durham resident and DPS teacher at Northern High School, and I want 
to advocate for the defunding of the school to prison pipeline.  The SROs in our schools often escalate 
conflict, with students of color in particular, in ways that are dangerous, traumatizing, and criminalizing.  I 
know that the budget for Durham's youth detention center is $1.28 million and that the cost of putting police 
officers in DPS is $2.74 million.  That's too much money going into locking up and policing the children that 
are our future, rather than teaching them.  This money should be used instead in DPS schools to hire full-time 
nurses for every school, and more social workers and counselors.  It should go towards quality, district-wide 
restorative practices training for all educators.  And it should go towards  a $15 minimum wage for ALL 
educators, including cafeteria workers, custodians, and bus drivers.   " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:51:24 AM AST 
Jacob Stanley 
1932 Crowell St 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Police don‚Äôt belong in schools. Students need better paid teachers. They need funding for mental health, 
counseling, and mentoring. They don‚Äôt need the threat of police discipline and violence hanging over them 
in a place they‚Äôre meant to be safe, to be learning, enjoying their childhood and youth, and growing into 
themselves.  
 
I call on the school board to end its contract with the Durham Sheriff‚Äôs department, which is currently 
$2.74 million per year. Imagine what DPS could do with those funds to support our students, teachers and 
staff? " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:51:29 AM AST 
Jacob Stanley 
1932 Crowell St 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Police don‚Äôt belong in schools. Students need better paid teachers. They need funding for mental health, 
counseling, and mentoring. They don‚Äôt need the threat of police discipline and violence hanging over them 
in a place they‚Äôre meant to be safe, to be learning, enjoying their childhood and youth, and growing into 
themselves.  
 
I call on the school board to end its contract with the Durham Sheriff‚Äôs department, which is currently 
$2.74 million per year. Imagine what DPS could do with those funds to support our students, teachers and 
staff? " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:51:33 AM AST 
Ruby Stanmyer 



2412 Englewood Avenue 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"A $2.74 million contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department seems irresponsible and 
unnecessarily expensive. The Board of Ed needs to reevaluate this sum of money and what it goes toward. 
Particularly during this time of COVID-19 where SO many families and children are struggling with loss of 
jobs, evictions, hunger, and stress, almost $3 million worth of law enforcement could better be spent 
elsewhere. Law enforcement in schools will not help with the economy, will not help feed children, will not 
help give jobs to to their parents, and certainly will not help keep POC and black students safe. There must be 
a better way to ensure the safety and security of all students at Durham Public Schools." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:52:28 AM AST 
Megan Gendregske  
918A 9th street  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
Remove policing from schools. Change and evaluate current punitive measures to be modeled after 
transformative justice and restorative justice approaches to keep students in school and to solve underlying 
issues. Do this to make the community safer! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:52:37 AM AST 
Catherine Kastleman 
321 Monmouth Avenue 
Durham 
 
"My name is Catherine and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings. Please redirect these funds to meet the health 
and safety needs of our students in other ways. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. Officers in schools absolutely 
cannot create a culture of health and safety, but other supportive services can. I support the call to invest in 
the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health 
and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is 
more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:54:08 AM AST 
Jason Bowers 
2437 Hilllford Drive 
Burlington NC 27217 
 



"The school board must cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department, and use the 
funding for the schools themselves." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:54:10 AM AST 
Lauren Auchter 
425 Cottonseed Way 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
I urge the school board to cancel Durham Public School's contract with the Durham County Sheriff's 
Department. As a former middle school science teacher I have seen first hand the harm that police presence 
can bring to schools and the money spent on the Sheriff's Department contract could be better used to 
support students instead of fueling the school to prison pipeline. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:54:17 AM AST 
Aissa Dearing 
511 Cleveland Street 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"I see that the County has approved 2.7 million dollars to go towards the School Resource Officer 
Department. I'd like to see that money better spent on things that Durham Public Schools actually needs -- 
like social workers, counselors, and nurses -- especially during a pandemic. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:54:21 AM AST 
Shania Khoo  
409 Towerview Road 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
Please take Durham police out of Durham public schools!  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:54:23 AM AST 
Lindsey Gouker 
1007 GRANDOVER DR 
DURHAM 
 
"My name is Lindsey Gouker and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 



a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:54:39 AM AST 
James Andree Moore Jr 
4401 Emerald Forest Drive Apt E 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"My name is James Moore and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:55:03 AM AST 
Scott Sellers 
2136 Sprunt Ave. 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"Please discontinue your contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource officers (SROs) in favor 
of trained professionals like trauma-informed and culturally responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and 
social workers. I believe the $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better 
spent addressing student needs than policing them." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:55:07 AM AST 
Travis Cinnamon 
618 Bacon St 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
The contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department should be cancelled. The contract for this year 
is $2.74M. Imagine what else we could do for our students with that money! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:55:59 AM AST 



Abraham Gonzalez 
511 Cleveland Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I support and affirm Aissa Dearing's Open Letter to Durham Public Schools Board of Education. As a graduate 
of JDC Early College High School, I can say that we needed more social workers and counselors -- not just one 
or two for a several hundred students." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:56:27 AM AST 
Manju Rajendran 
2112 Summit St. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Manju Rajendran, I am a pre-K parent of my Black and South Asian multiracial daughter, and our 
family lives in the Lakewood Elementary district. I stand with Durham Public Schools students and staff asking 
to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings. I believe that you care deeply about 
the real health and safety needs of our students and I trust you will reflect those values by redirecting funds 
away from policing in our classrooms and hallways. When funds are redistributed toward life-affirming non-
punitive student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended 
rations for librarians, nurses, skilled restorative justice practitioners, therapists, and social workers. I support 
the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing. Particularly during the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally 
address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed as a critical factor in 
each student's fair and equal access to academic thriving. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:56:36 AM AST 
Rachel Hoyme 
4110 Bartlett Drive 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Please cut ties with and remove DPD and SROs from the DPS system immediately. They serve no purpose in 
ensuring school safety and only exacerbate the school-to-prison pipeline that is a pandemic within the 
modern black community. I do not support DPS and DPD‚Äôs relationship.  
 
Little River Elementary Alum 
Carrington Middle School Alum 
Riverside High School Alum c/o 2010" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:57:56 AM AST 
Suzanne Buckley 
1212 Virginia Avenue 



Durham 
 
"My name is Suzanne Buckley and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:58:18 AM AST 
Elizabeth Hodgson 
4405 Talcott Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Elizabeth Hodgson, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:58:26 AM AST 
Nitin Subramanian 
440 Chapel Drive 
Durham, NC, 27708 
 
Get the police out of DPS! End the school to prison pipeline. Cancel your contract. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:58:58 AM AST 
Erin Reitz 
530 Foster Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Hi there, my name is Erin Reitz and I am a PROUD Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet 
the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 



practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:59:03 AM AST 
Terri Lockamy 
9210 Bruckhaus St.  
Raleigh  
 
"It is important not only that schools have the money to be able to provide for students but that the money is 
used wisely. There are many educational resources that every school could use but as a student of Durham 
School of the Arts, I have noticed a wide variety of safety hazards. These hazards range from broken sinks and 
water systems to having to walk on crates when it rains due to flooding to areas that are blocked off due to 
high levels of asbestos. Some of these things can be fixed with a small amount of money while others will be 
more financially straining. However, it is important that students have an environment in which our  safety is 
prioritized alongside our education. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:59:38 AM AST 
Virginia Cox 
1108 Infinity Rd 
Durham, NC, 27712 
 
"My name is Virginia Cox and I am a born and raised Durhamite. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. As a 
graduate of k-12 DPS, I saw and experienced the discrepancy between what students needed and what was 
available. Having resources available and accessible to students is crucial to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 11:59:50 AM AST 
Olivia Rostagni 
918 Carolina Ave 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 



DPS must end its contract with Durham Police Department.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:01:43 PM AST 
Brett Miracle Huie 
1604 Sedgefield Apt B 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I am a DPS parent, and I am asking that the Durham Public School District cancel it's contract with the 
sheriff's department. The district could provide much needed mental healthcare, community building, or 
additional educational resources with that money, rather than criminalizing students and creating an 
emotionally and physically unsafe environment." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:01:58 PM AST 
Carlye Gates 
404 Gray Avenue Unit A 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Hello. I have been a Durham resident for the last 3 years and I stand firmly with DPS students and staff in 
asking the Board to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from the district's school buildings and redirect 
the funds to other programs, services, and interventions that more effectively meet the needs of students 
and promote their health and well-being both in and out of school. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:02:25 PM AST 
Jay Miracle-Huie 
1604 Sedgefield Apt B 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I am a DPS parent, and I am asking that the Durham Public School District cancel it's contract with the 
sheriff's department. The district could provide much needed mental healthcare, community building, or 
additional educational resources with that money, rather than criminalizing students and creating an 
emotionally and physically unsafe environment." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:03:04 PM AST 
Sophia Bessias 
1521 Valley Run 
Durham, NC 27707 
 



"Please cancel the DPS contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. School Resource Officers 
do not make our students safer. Imagine what else we could do with $2.7M! Let's reallocate that money to 
programming that will help our students, teachers, and families thrive." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:03:20 PM AST 
Lacy Rardin 
901 Park Ridge Rd Apt B2 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am writing to show my support for ending DPS‚Äô contract with Durham sheriffs department. Our schools 
need resources, technology, appropriate support systems for students including access to social workers and 
school psychologists. They do not need police presence which only further facilitates the school to prison 
pipeline." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:03:35 PM AST 
Isaac Villegas 
1314 Carroll Street 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Hi, my name is Isaac Villegas and I am a resident of Durham. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:04:17 PM AST 
Aikya Soni 
515 South Mangum Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I would like to advocate for the DPS Board of Education to cancel its contract with the Durham Sheriff's 
Department, and instead use the money to hire experienced counselors and other more appropriate staff to 
support conflict resolution and other needs for the students. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:04:52 PM AST 



Rachel Eberhard 
203 Lodge Street 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Rachel Eberhard and I am a Durham resident and a 'Bonus Mom' to three fantastic DPS 
students. I stand with their DPS classmates and DPS staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) 
from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If 
the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet 
national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 
safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:05:27 PM AST 
R Danielle Cohen 
9 Rattan Bay Ct 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
Let's put money into providing mental health services for students.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:06:21 PM AST 
Erica Briola 
103 Densbury Ct 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"I'm am writing to request that SROs be removed from our schools and the financial gain from this move be 
used to fund counselors and social workers. There is little to no data that supports positive outcomes from 
having SROs present and plenty of evidence that unintended consequences, particularly for minority students 
exist. If we are truly serious about breaking to school to prison pipeline, let's start by not treating our schools 
like prisons. Students should have access to a counselor or social worker at all times. As a counselor myself, 
THIS is what we are trained in. It is mind boggling to me that schools have a nurse present a few days a week, 
a counselor a few days a week, but an SRO daily. These students do not need legal involvement, they need 
support and resources to address their very real and immediate needs. Let's instead, equip our schools with 
supports for the mental and emotional growth that all students experience, rather than the punitive supports 
that unfairly target students of color and do not support growth and change. I would be willing to bet that 
with positive mental health supports, we can also combat the fears some parents rightfully have about 
violence and shootings. Afterall, isn't this what we hear after many violent tragedies - reform and more 
mental health supports. Let's not be the voice in the echo chamber, but instead, let's be the change. Let DPS 
spark that limitless potential and show that we in Durham, are leaders for the equitable treatment of all our 
students and community members. Thank you. " 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 12:06:55 PM AST 
Kyle Cornish 
920 West Markham Avenue 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"Schools are supposed to be safe places to learn, but school resource officers, who are trained in law 
enforcement, do not make schools safer for students. Schools need more first responders, like counselors 
and psychologists, who are better equipped to deescalate student issues rather than criminalize students. In 
order to continue to support and protect students in Durham, the school board should immediately cancel its 
$2.74M contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. Schools should have more appropriate 
techniques and resources to handle student issues than law enforcement. We could do so much for our 
students by taking SROs out of our schools for good and replacing them with trained professionals that help 
all students achieve their full potential." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:07:33 PM AST 
Linda Ann Chamiec-Case 
2936 Chapel Hill Rd 
Durham 
 
"I implore you to cancel the contract with Durham County Sheriff to have school resource officers in schools.  
Currently there are far more cops in schools than there are social workers.  Our students need holistic 
support to meet their social emotional needs and de-escalate situations, resolve conflict, and transform 
harms that occur. As a social worker, I believe that these things can be supported and facilitated through 
well-trained social workers.  This is not police work, and we shouldn't ask or expect armed police officers to 
do these things. Having cops in schools contributes to a school to prison pipeline, and the Southern Coalition 
for Social Justice's Racial Equity Score Cards clearly suggest that Durham County Public Schools needs to do 
better when it comes to racial disproportionality in rates of school based complaints.  In Durham Public 
Schools, 86.0% of all juvenile school-based complaints were for Black students, even though Black students 
only make up 43.8% of the student population. https://www.southerncoalition.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/2019-RERC-Durhamh.pdf Particularly as Raise the Age goes into effect, we need to 
get cops out of schools so as to address behavior challenges in schools, rather than through the court system. 
Reallocate the funds currently  being used for SROs for school social workers, positive youth development, 
and making sure that young people in Durham's basic needs are being met. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:07:38 PM AST 
Bethany Chappel 
907 N Buchanan Blvd 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 



students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:10:14 PM AST 
Mallory Foutch 
1824 Grady Dr. 
Durham 
 
cancel your contract with Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department and reroute this money into more 
productive and safe uses of nurturing our kids! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:10:51 PM AST 
Annie Hirsch 
440 Campus Dr 
Durham, NC 27708 
 
"According to the ACLU, North Carolina does not meet the recommended ratio for counselors to students in 
schools. In the US: 
 
"1.7 million students are in schools with police but no counselors 
3 million students are in schools with police but no nurses 
6 million students are in schools with police but no school psychologists 
10 million students are in schools with police but no social workers 
14 million students are in schools with police but no counselor, nurse, psychologist, or social worker." 
 
Remove police from schools, fund these necessary counseling services. "Schools with such services see 
improved attendance rates, better academic achievement, and higher graduation rates as well as lower rates 
of suspension, expulsion, and other disciplinary incidents." 
 
source: https://www.aclu.org/issues/juvenile-justice/school-prison-pipeline/cops-and-no-counselors" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:11:23 PM AST 
Jaewon Moon 
4800 University Drive Apt 17T 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Schools are for education and growth, not for surveillance and criminalization. There are multiple studies 
that demonstrate how police presence in schools escalates the criminalization of "misbehavior," 
disproportionately so for Black and Brown students. What message are we sending to young students when 



we punish them for problematic behavior? If you "act up," we'll give up on you and treat you like a problem 
to be locked up and forced into compliant submission. This is unjust and narrowsighted. We should address 
"problematic" behavior radically, which is to say at its roots: hire school professionals who are trained in 
deescalatory tactics and psychosocial approaches, pay school teachers more, invest in education, invest in 
accessible public housing and urban planning, invest in COMMUNITY BUILDING services." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:12:27 PM AST 
Meredith Burns 
2411 Banner St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"I do not support police in schools. The DPD should be defunded so we can reallocate those funds towards 
transformative change, investing in social workers, higher teachers' salaries, etc. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:12:30 PM AST 
Katie Haberman 
3603 W. Cornwallis Road 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Katie Haberman and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:14:59 PM AST 
Ciara Healy 
510 N. Buchanan Blvd 
Durham 
 
Remove police from schools asap. They are the spigot on the school-to-prison pipeline and disproportionately 
- negatively effect black and brown children. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:15:00 PM AST 
Ahmad Yousef Abuahmad 



910 Constitution Drive Apt. 707 
Durham 
 
"The health and safety of our children is my top concern as a parent and member of the Durham community. 
In order to ensure the safety, security, and right to education, for both my children and children of other 
minorities, especially those of African-american descent, I feel that it is imperative to cancel this $2.74M 
contract with the the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs Department. This is a gross misuse of funds and needs to be 
reallocated towards a cause that would further the education of our children and betterment of our 
community. Such examples would be pay raises for Durham County Public School teachers, increased 
spending budgets for necessary school supplies said teachers often have to pay for out of pocket, healthier 
food choices to combat the obesity epidemic we're inflicting upon our youth, and other services such as 
counseling and nursing - to name a few." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:15:10 PM AST 
Beth Brockman 
1407 Pennsylvania Ave 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name Beth Brockman and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. Both my kids attended Durham Public Schools, and in both cases I felt less sure 
of their safety seeing the SROs patrolling the grounds and the hallways. I felt that their safety was better 
ensured by opportunities like mediation training, engagement with volunteers coming into the school to 
work in the classrooms or to provide creative afterschool clubs, and special programs like field days. I ask you 
to please pull the SROs out of the schools and instead invest in the staff, teachers, and programs that really 
provide for the safety and wellbeing of all students. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:15:19 PM AST 
Elizabeth Ault 
624 W. Club Blvd. 
Durham 
 
"I urge DPS to cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department and redirect the nearly 
$3M budgeted to police and punish DPS students toward resourcing these students in creative and 
imaginative ways to facilitate greater care, community, and learning. Cops don't belong in our schools. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:15:31 PM AST 
Kelly Creedon 
407 B SWIFT AVE 
Durham 
 



"My name is Kelly Creedon and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtfulness on this issue." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:15:58 PM AST 
Ashley Stewart  
8 Weathergreen Ct  
Durham, NC 27713 
 
I support cancelling Durham School District's contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department. I 
propose using those funds should be used towards improving education and funding local social programs.   
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:16:19 PM AST 
Elizabeth (Annie) Maynard 
806 N. Gregson St. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Annie Maynard and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:17:30 PM AST 
Bridgette Barnhart  
1 CORDOBA STREET 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"We must rethink the relationship with the police. I urge the school board to end their contract with the 
durham county sheriffs office and invest that money in to the schools... new equipment, training and pay 



raises for teachers, needed structural updated, more staff in schools." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:17:53 PM AST 
Mark Thompson 
2609 Highland Ave 
Durham 
 
Please cancel the contract with the sheriff's department 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:18:21 PM AST 
Jeana Routh 
2609 Highland Ave 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"Please consider spending the money intended for the SRO contract with the Sheriff's department on 
something else for our schools. Given the pandemic, it seems resources could be much better used 
elsewhere. Thanks for your consideration!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:18:43 PM AST 
Sadie Nott 
906 Rosehill Ave 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I implore you to cancel DPS' contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department. There are more 
important uses for this money and better ways to keep our students safe.   
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:18:59 PM AST 
Julie Grubbs 
833 Gerard St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Julie and I am a resident of the city of Durham. I stand with Durham Public Schools students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers from school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students.  
 
If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet 
national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 
safe for students.  



 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address 
chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be 
considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:19:18 PM AST 
Jennifer Moerman 
100 Erlwood Way Apt 204 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
Please remove SROs from schools 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:20:15 PM AST 
Tatiana S Hargreaves 
2309 Stroller Avenue 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I urge Durham Public Schools to not renew the $2.74 million contract with the county sheriff's department. 
Instead, invest in hiring more counselors and social workers to support students. Invest in having more 
accessibility for disabled students. Invest in paying teachers and staff better wages. Invest in creating anti-
racist curriculum. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:20:22 PM AST 
Rebecca Shrader 
3623 Hope Valley Rd 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Rebecca Shrader and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
" 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 12:20:22 PM AST 
Jordan Diamond 
405 Gattis Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"As a Durham resident, I‚Äôm deeply concerned by the presence of police officers in our county‚Äôs public 
schools. I urge DPS BOE to terminate its relationship with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department and 
reallocate it‚Äôs funds towards supporting our students with programs that can fight the school to prison 
pipeline." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:20:29 PM AST 
Katherine Gan 
122 Castle Garden St 
Cary 
 
Please cut contract with DPS! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:20:34 PM AST 
Meriel Shire 
1316 Martin Luther King Parkway 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"As a resident of Durham I am asking DPS Board of Education to prioritize the safety and well-being of their 
students by severing their contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department.  We know enough about 
the school to prison pipeline that criminalizes and traumatizes Black, Indigenous, and Latinx youth at rates 
exceedingly higher than their white peers.  The proposed contract of $2.74 million should be redirected to 
other services that have been underfunded and needed for years, like school guidance counselors and social 
workers.  Our students and young people need support, not more violence from the police in their place of 
learning." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:20:46 PM AST 
Joel Luther 
540 South LaSalle Street, Apt 4110 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Joel Luther and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 



COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:20:46 PM AST 
Dakota Nollner 
5108 Gable Ridge Dr 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"With all the data regarding the school to prison pipeline that exists in this country, (as laid out in countless 
research articles and books) it is absolutely not in the interest of our students to populate Durham schools 
with School Resource Officers. There is 2.7 million dollars of our taxpayer money tied up in the Durham 
County Sheriffs Office contract that could be used productively and proactively to help this communities 
students. As a resident of this community, I implore you to act on this issue promptly. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:20:54 PM AST 
Chris Robinson 
4400 Newby Drive 
Durham 
 
"My name is Chris Robinson and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:21:10 PM AST 
Heather K.  
2714 wedgedale ave  
Durham 27703 
 
"I have a rising high schooler who is autistic and,  therefore,  at risk for police violence in school.  Police do 
not knoe how to De-escalate situations in school settings and often end up hurting children,  especially 
marginalized children.  Please please take police out of school and break ties with them.  They are harmful 
and terrifying to students. " 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 12:22:14 PM AST 
Breck Winokur 
3212 Alabama Ave 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I implore the DPS School Board to cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:22:44 PM AST 
Annie Peterson 
1408 Vickers Ave 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
Please cancel your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:23:02 PM AST 
Christopher Xu 
202 Watts St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
I would like for the DPS board to cancel its contract with the Durham County's Sherrif's Dept. and for these 
funds to be spent on the development of a school system that is so clearly in need of development. It's 
insane that we can have the DPS system in the current state that it is while shoveling millions of dollars into 
the hands of the police department.... 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:24:09 PM AST 
Maria Bailey  
5333 Lake Vista Drive 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"Please focus on the need for more mental health support, counselors and personnel for our students. We do 
not need LEO'S in our schools" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:24:19 PM AST 
Star Sanders 
119 Windrush LN 
27703 
 



"Please, reinvest properly in our students. Focus on the issues that are the result of poor public policy. Hire 
social workers, nurses, psychologists, use the money to build food pantries in as many schools as possible. 
Provide free lunch for all. Addressing the actual issues will go a long way in preventing police measures. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:26:40 PM AST 
Eeyi Oon 
215 Stoney Dr. 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is Eeyi. I am a Durham resident, and I attended Middle College High School at Durham Tech 2011-
2013. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing.  
At MCHS, many of the students had issues at home or with their health that affected their ability to learn and 
take full advantage of the additional opportunities like college level courses. We had one counselor, who was 
hardly able to keep up with administrative tasks like recommendations and talking us through college 
applications. Campus security was no doubt important, but they could not keep us safe from the traumas in 
our home lives or help us with the difficult transitions from other high schools. Our instructors went well 
above and beyond their jobs, but having professionals who could support our mental health would have 
meant so many more students could truly learn and flourish instead of just surviving. A MCHS student can 
learn differential equations as a junior in high school but has no one to show them how to prepare for the 
emotional stresses of college or even the basics of emotional regulation.  
Particularly now that students are relying on online learning and catching up from the traumas of COVID, of 
parents losing income, relying on police in an educational setting becomes even more ineffective in 
supporting students than a mental health professional, social worker, or  school nurse would be. Our 
students deserve so much more. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:27:51 PM AST 
Mary Margaret Mills 
1836  Liberty St 
Durham 
 
"As a teacher at Northern High School, I think it is of utmost importance to defund SROs and use that money 
to ensure that all employees (including bus drivers, cafeteria workers, etc) re making at least $15/hr, 
implement more restorative justice practices in the community, and provide more mental health and social 
service opportunities at school. Defunding SROs and funding these practices will be the best way to eliminate 
the school to prison pipeline and create a just community.   " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:27:53 PM AST 
Bill McConaghy 



4900 Centerway Drive 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"The contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource officers should not be renewed..  This 
money is better spent on counselors, nurses, and social workers.  We should be seeking to help students in 
need, not policing them." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:28:05 PM AST 
Krysta Sa 
506 N Buchanan 
Durham 
 
"My name is Krysta Sa and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:28:11 PM AST 
Katina Parker 
2603 Tuckawanna Ave 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"I've never liked police in schools. Sends the wrong message to our kids and also means Black and Brown kids 
are not only exposed to the implicit bias of their White teachers (which is relentless and disfiguring), they are 
exposed to the explicit bias of police who are weaponized against Black and Brown kids who are already 
struggling because they don't have proper learning support from their teachers. 
 
Put that money into paying teachers more, recruiting Black and Brown teachers, providing anti-racist training 
to all teachers (especially the  veteran White teachers who believe they've got race all figured out but are just 
as racist as they can be). 
 
It's creepy - an adult with a gun hanging out at your kid's school all day, luring them into trusting someone 
who truly cannot be trusted with their safety. 
 
All children suffer when we teach them that we have to call on a stranger who may escalate and introduce 
trauma in a situation that could be resolved among everyday folks. Surely, we can't do any worse than the 
police." 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 12:28:46 PM AST 
Rachel Long 
808 W Markham Ave 
Durham 
 
Please move to get cops out of Durham Public Schools.  The proposed contract with the Sheriff's department 
is $2.74 million which would be much better served directly in our schools and communities.  Start here in 
making the changes that the nation as a whole is currently crying out for - do not sign this contract and 
remove cops from our schools. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:28:48 PM AST 
Seth Rose 
1708 Englewood Ave Apt A 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
I do not see the benefit of having armed officers in schools. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:29:20 PM AST 
Kim Krzywy  
2117 Woodrow Street  
Durham NC 27705 
 
"My name is Kim Krzywy, I am a Durham resident, and I stand with DPS students and staff in asking for 
removal of School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and to redirect the funds to meet the real needs 
of our students. Redistributed funds to critical student safety practices and resources will allow DPS to be 
more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is critical to ensuring 
our schools are safe for students. I support investing in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, 
this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be 
addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:29:24 PM AST 
Gregory Herschlag 
4100 Thetford Rd 
Durham 
 
"I am writing in support of eliminating funding for SRO's. Schools are a place where children need to feel safe; 
having an oppressive element of the penal justice system ready to pounce on children (particularly black and 
brown) replaces an idea of safety with punishment. The funding for the SRO's may be used instead for 
counselors, increasing the lowest paid DPS worker salaries to 15$/hour, and general resources for students 



and community educational support." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:29:49 PM AST 
Bec Mueffelmann 
5905 Tattersall Dr Apt 18 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"My name is Bec Mueffelmann, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part of ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:30:16 PM AST 
Mandy Dailey 
1122 Freshman Drive 
Durham 
 
"My name is Mandy Dailey and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:30:17 PM AST 
Maryam Arain 
1708 Hillcrest Drive, Unit B 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Maryam and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students like Aissa Lynn in demanding 
that the Durham County School Board follow in the footsteps of Minneapolis and Portland in ENDING your 
contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. We already know that cops don't make our students 
safer (and there is NO published research that supports the claim that they do), but trauma-informed 
counselors and nurses DO. The county spends a measly $15k on trying out an alternative to policing in our 
schools (with ONE restorative justice project at ONE DPS school) while spending MILLIONS on militarizing 



school spaces with police presence and equipment. This is unacceptable and dangerous. You can't claim to 
care about our young people when you won't LISTEN to them and what they need. GIVE SOMETHING ELSE A 
CHANCE! The school-to-prison-pipeline HAS to go and YOU ARE EACH RESPONSIBLE for the power YOU hold 
in dismantling it." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:30:53 PM AST 
Jenni Rosen  
3506 Alman Drive 
Durham, NC 27705  
 
"My name is Jenni Rosen and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:31:00 PM AST 
Peter Falciani 
988 Boothe Hill Rod 
Chapel Hill, NC 
 
"Please cancel the schools contract with DPD. They are more likely to cause harm and fear than have any 
positive impact. Police do not make children, especially people of color feel safe." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:31:04 PM AST 
Nat Lazakis 
3835 Guess Rd, Apt 311 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"I'm writing to urge Durham Public Schools to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from school buildings. 
Police officers are trained to react in punitive, authoritarian ways to student behaviors which would be more 
constructively addressed by teachers, social workers, or mental health counselors. Therefore I join many 
other Durham residents in asking you to redirect funds away from policing, and toward meeting students' 
social and emotional needs." 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 12:31:26 PM AST 
Amy Ruth Buchanan 
2111 Ruffin St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
" 
My name is Amy Ruth Buchanan and I am a Durham resident and the parent of a DSA student. I stand with 
DPS students and staff (and in solidarity with the groups leading this work like DPS students, the Durham 
Beyond Policing coalition, BYP100, and other community-based efforts) in asking DPS to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:31:49 PM AST 
Emily Johnson 
610 W Main St Apt 115B 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"My name is Emily Johnson  and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. The police are not appropriate in a 
school setting. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:31:52 PM AST 
Eric Hastie 
218 East Knox St. 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
My name is Eric Hastie and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff who are asking to 
remove school resource officers (SROs) from our schools. We need to redirect the funds to meet health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 12:32:03 PM AST 
Reid Getty 
2322 Glendale Ave  
Durham NC 27704  
 
"What actual good do cops do in our schools? Why are we not redirecting those funds to counselors, social 
workers, nurses, psychologists, free lunches, or a raise for our underpayed and overworked teachers? 
Threatening children with the image of a cop patrolling their school, a place that is supposed to be safe to 
learn and grow, is a violence on its own. Hire a counselor trained in deescalation, not a cop, if you are so 
fearful of the children causing disruption (which almost always stems from societal problems or lack of access 
to mental health care). There is more than one option, and those options don‚Äôt include police. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:32:11 PM AST 
Bennett Heine 
1016 Burch Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name‚Äôs Bennett Heine, and I am a Durham resident of almost 3 years. I‚Äôm writing to let you know 
that I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings, and that I implore you to redirect those funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our 
students. Cops do not keep students safe - resources and support do. If the millions of dollars we spend 
annually on the SRO program are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be 
more likely to FINALLY meet national average ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are actually trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:33:00 PM AST 
Damon Williams 
1600 Anderson St. B5  
27707 
 
"My name is Damon Williams and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 12:33:02 PM AST 
Will Hackney 
701 W Cornwallis Rd. 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
Please cancel your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. We do not need police in schools. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:33:06 PM AST 
Kate Goodwin 
1132 Millspring Dr 
27705 
 
"My name is Kate Goodwin and I am Durham NC resident in the Riverside district. I support reallocating funds 
from SROs to staff better equipped to support all of the needs of the students, such as trauma-informed and 
culturally sensitive social workers, nurses and mental health professionals. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:33:10 PM AST 
Elizabeth Crowell  
314 Gray Avenue  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
Please consider cancelling your contract with the police department. The contract is for a significant amount 
of money that could be spent on other resources that would help promote students' health and safety such 
as more mental health services and support (not punishment) for students in distress.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:33:52 PM AST 
Rylee Ennis 
904 Park Ridge Rd 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Rylee Ennis and as a resident of Durham for the past 5 years, I stand with DPS students in asking 
to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of students.  Invest in the success of Durham students by funding trained, trauma-informed and 
culturally responsive professionals such as social workers, nurses, school psychologists, and counselors, 
rather than police presence." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:33:56 PM AST 
Susan J Heske 



2315 Old Oxford Road 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"Replacing school law enforcement with counselors, nurses, and social workers would further DPS's 
commitment to restorative justice and help the system work toward its goal of providing a safe school 
environment that supports the whole child (as outlined in its current 5-year strategic plan)." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:34:10 PM AST 
Ivy Drew 
Durham Beyond Policing 
Durham Beyond Policing 
 
"Please consider joining the many DPS students and staff asking for Durham Public Schools to discontinue its 
contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource officers (SROs) in favor of trained professionals 
like trauma-informed and culturally responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers. We believe 
the $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better spent addressing 
student needs than policing them. Stand in solidarity with the groups leading this work, like DPS students, the 
Durham Beyond Policing coalition, BYP100, and other community-based efforts. 
 
‚ÄúMy name is Ivy Drew and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:35:26 PM AST 
Mary Ryan 
717 Cook Rd 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
I want the school board to cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. I would love 
to see that $2.74M spent on supporting our students in other ways. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:36:39 PM AST 
Kathryn J Bauman 
112 Solterra Way 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 



"My name is Kathryn Bauman and I am a Durham resident and parent of a DPS student. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. Thank 
you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:36:56 PM AST 
Rachel Baber 
717 Audobon Lake Dr Apt c 
Durham 
 
Cancel your contract with Durham County Sheriff's department. The money spent on the contract could be 
used in many better ways to help the students  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:37:02 PM AST 
Lisa Garland 
1609 Valley Run 
27707 
 
Please remove police from schools. It‚Äôs unnecessary and harmful. Please use that money in a more 
appropriate way such as more school counselors or school nurses.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:37:25 PM AST 
Jessica Kay Ruhle 
218 Hargrove St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I do not support the presence of police in schools. I urge the board to reallocate the $2.74 million dollars 
budgeted for school security officers. This money would be better spent addressing issues of systemic racism 
in schools, providing racial equity training for educators, and funding after school programs. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:37:36 PM AST 
Jenna Funicella 
1839 Forest Rd 



Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Jenn and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:37:49 PM AST 
Cara Wagner 
1208 Open Air Camp Road 
Durham 
 
"I am a Durham resident, and I am writing to ask that the DPS Board of Education cancel its contract with the 
Durham Sheriff's Office, remove police presence from our schools, and invest the $2.74 million tied up in that 
contract in our teachers, staff, and students. The presence of SROs in Durham schools disproportionately 
affects Black and Brown students and contributes to the school-to-prison pipeline, and our community 
deserves better." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:37:58 PM AST 
Stephen Juhlin 
5416 Suda Dr 
27703 
 
While I don't personally have kids I would much rather the school system I pay taxes for to not waste millions 
on cops and instead spend that money assisting low income and at risk kids with thing like free meals or after 
school programs. The school to prison pipeline is one of the most morally bankrupt things I can think of. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:38:09 PM AST 
Kerri Abuahmad  
910 Constitution Dr 
Durham, NC, 27706 
 
"The health and safety of our children is my top concern as a parent and member of the Durham community. 
In order to ensure the safety, security, and right to education, for both my children and children of other 
minorities, especially those of African-american descent, I feel that it is imperative to cancel this $2.74M 
contract with the the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs Department. This is a gross misuse of funds and needs to be 
reallocated towards a cause that would further the education of our children and betterment of our 



community. Such examples would be pay raises for Durham County Public School teachers, increased 
spending budgets for necessary school supplies said teachers often have to pay for out of pocket, healthier 
food choices to combat the obesity epidemic we're inflicting upon our youth, and other services such as 
counseling and nursing - to name a few." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:38:15 PM AST 
Caroline Stoia 
3001 Wade Rd 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
My name is Caroline Stoia.  I live in Durham and I support DPS students and staff asking that School Resource 
Officers be removed from our schools.  Instead of paying police officers funds should be redirected to meet 
the health and safety needs of students.  We need to invest in student mental health and healing by hiring 
professionals who are trained to do that work.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:38:33 PM AST 
Avery Knox 
5028 McKittrick Lane 
Durham 
 
"Cops do not belong in the classroom, and those funds should be redirected elsewhere. They generate an 
atmosphere of anxiety and fear, especially in today's climate, and thos valuable financial resources could be 
better used to improve the school experience and the quality of education instead of policing such a critical 
environment." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:38:51 PM AST 
Suerissa Blecher 
3240 Pickett Road  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
" 
My name is Suerissa Blecher and I am a Durham resident and parent of a DPS student. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 12:39:17 PM AST 
Manisha Dubey 
801 East Woodcroft Parkway, Unit 2233 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Manisha Dubey, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. Say no to $2.74 million in 
funding for cops in DPS and reallocate them to meet real student and worker needs, such as trauma-
informed and culturally responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:39:22 PM AST 
Jennifer Vrieze 
2005 Carolina Ave 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"My name is Jenn and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students.  
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address 
chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be 
considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:39:33 PM AST 
Anna Matthews 
4101 Five Oaks Drive Unit 31 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"As a resident of Durham, a nurse, and a parent, I urge the board of education to cancel its contract with the 
Durham Police Department. These funds should be redirected toward more nurses and social workers in 
schools, funding to the school system, and teachers pay. I urge you all to consider your complicity in the 
perpetuation of white supremacy by continuing business as usual. In public health terms, channeling this 
money to prioritizing the health (mental, financial, and physical) of students and educators is an upstream, 
and thus more long-term and preventive measure to addressing systemic racism and violence in our schools 
and community." 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 12:39:56 PM AST 
Lydia Cauley 
4800 University Dr 
Durham 
 
"My name is Lydia Cauley and I am a Durham Resident, and went to High School in Durham. I am a Jordan 
High School 2007 graduate. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers 
(SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support 
the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing.  
 
Thank you for your time,  
Lydia Cauley" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:40:24 PM AST 
Kara Deadmon 
3016 Hope Valley Rd 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Please consider TERMINATING your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. It is a travesty 
to see so much of the school system's money spent on this contract. There is no evidence that shows having 
officers in our schools actually makes them safer. According to the Justice Policy Institute, data shows that 
having school officers means devoting a lot of resources to an issue and not seeing the desired "school 
safety" outcome. In fact, many studies show that the presence of resource officers in schools lead to 
suspensions, expulsions, and arrests - PRIMARILY for students of color. The system of policing is inherently 
rooted in white supremacy - incidents with police and POC regularly escalate to violent confrontation with 
the police as the aggressor, and it is no different in a school setting. Instead of devoting so much of the 
county's budget to officers, consider devoting the money to other means of support for students - namely 
more counselors, school psychologists, social workers or other strategies proven effective at conflict 
mediation. Stop escalating situations and hurting Durham's students by allowing resource officers in our 
schools!!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:41:01 PM AST 
Jaclyn Turnwald 
1119 Cabin Creek Rd 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"My name is Jackie Turnwald and I am a Durham resident and DPS educator. I stand with DPS students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to 
meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 



healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. I'll also add, that as an 
educator who has worked and interned in schools that both do and do not have a significant SRO/police 
presence there is a drastic difference in the two environments.  Having a policeless presence in our schools 
means cultivating a holistic environment and meaningful community.  I believe that most folks would prefer 
this to an environment that criminalizes children and conditions us to think that the punitive is worth greater 
investment than the preventative. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:43:01 PM AST 
Danya Holtzman 
2521 Cascadilla St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"My name is Danya and I am a Durham resident and social worker. I stand with DPS students and staff asking 
to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
 
Best, 
Danya " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:43:06 PM AST 
Dr. Chelsea Bartel 
3 Elderberry Ct 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"Good evening, 
 
I am a DPS parent and a School Psychologist, and I would like to respectfully request that you consider 
terminating any and all funds allocated for the presence of School Resource Officers in DPS schools. I 
understand that SROs can serve as positive forces in schools, but I am concerned that DPS is astonishingly 
under-staffed when it comes to Specialized Instructional Support Personnel. Indeed, the National Association 
of School Psychologists recommends that each School Psychologist serve no more than 500 students, yet 
most DPS Psychologists are serving 2,000. That's four times the recommended ratio, making the mental 
health training and expertise of these skilled professionals unavailable to most students, families, and staff. 
 
 An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure, and DPS could serve as a model for the prevention of 
substance abuse and behavior concerns if the district would invest in Specialized Instructional Support 
Personnel rather than SROs. We must take bold, evidence-based action to demonstrate that we are 



committed as a district and a community to ending the school to prison pipeline that disproportionately 
affects Black students.  
 
Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:43:13 PM AST 
Grace 
941 Daybreak Drive 
Durham 
 
"Please end your $2.7mil contract with the Durham Police Department. Preventing crime is a matter of 
providing communities with the resources they need, not more police to arrest. When there are more police, 
of course you are going to have more people arrested. Our investments communicate what we care about. 
Do we care about quality education? Homelessness services? Mental health facilities? Please consider re-
allocating this budget into social services to support communities in Durham, rather than add more police 
which does nothing for public safety. Our communities do not feel safer with more police. They are an arm of 
a white supremacist institution that continues to brutalize and disenfranchise " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:43:15 PM AST 
Brian Vannah 
801 East Woodcroft Pkwy Apt 2003 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"Hello, 
 
My name is Brian Vannah and I am a Durham resident. I support DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. We should be investing in the safety and success of our youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. Services such as counseling should be a priority. 
 
Thank you, 
Brian Vannah" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:43:43 PM AST 
Samuel S Zhu 
400 Ivy Meadow Lane 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
I would love to see DPS cancel its $2.74M contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department and put 
that money back in the hands of educators! 
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:43:49 PM AST 
Gaby Taccir 
1104 B North Elizabeth Street 
27701 
 
I firmly stand that Durham schools are in need of more funding in order to continue to support all the 
children and young adults of our community. Teachers are underpaid for all their work and education to 
support their students. There I believe that the $2.74M would do more good supporting students and 
teachers instead of the police. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:44:01 PM AST 
Sara Stewart 
920 W. Trinity Ave. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Sara Stewart and I am an Instructional Assistant in Durham Public Schools. I stand with DPS 
students and staff, as well as community organizations, asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) 
from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. 
There is no proven research that SROs improve school safety, and armed officers can and do have the 
opposite effect within school buildings. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth 
with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:44:35 PM AST 
Jordanna Wallace 
5518 Tahoe Drive 
Durham, NC 
 
"We need to funnel our resources into education reform. Bring back the arts. Bring back school guidance 
counselors. Bring back school nurses. Bring back school psychiatrists. Pay our educators a living wage. 
Do not waste our resources on SROs. 
SROs are a band aid targeted at treating the symptoms of our broken country instead of targeting the root 
cause: a deeply ingrained belief system that black people and POC are lesser, that women are lesser, that 
lgbtq folx are lesser, that expressing raw emotions is lesser, that seeking help is lesser. We have a systemic 
problem in this country and Durham is not exempt.  
8 can't wait." 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 12:45:12 PM AST 
Alicia Morelli 
1012 Arnette Ave 
Durham 
 
"I am a parent of a student in DPS. Please discontinue the use of School Resource Officers (SROs).  
 
Students who are disruptive or lagging need help. They need advocates. Just as our own children act up or fail 
to comply when life feels untenable somehow-- when they don't know how to manage emotions or 
situations-- students in school do as well. Does correction fix this? No. It alienates students who are crying for 
help. So, how can we help them? Does this mean more teaching assistants? More social workers in schools? 
More venues for creative expression? Meditation? What will help kids feel empowered at school and in their 
lives? Let's hear from students on this. And let's eliminate SROs and reallocate those funds to make school a 
more inclusive place for all of its students, especially the struggling ones. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:45:17 PM AST 
Danielle Clark 
6803 Winding Arch Drive 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"My name is Danielle Clark and I am a Durham resident and DPS parent. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet 
the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:45:23 PM AST 
Morgan Whithaus 
4800 University Drive, Durham, NC 27707 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Divert funds reserved for collaboration with the Durham Police Department to hiring more social workers, 
counselors, and support staff. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:45:29 PM AST 
Emily Moore 
906 W Trinity Ave 
Durham 



 
My name is Emily Moore and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:45:59 PM AST 
Chloe Rager 
763 E Markhame Ave 
Durham, NC 2770- 
 
"My name is Chlo√©, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. In order to ensure our schools are safe for students, we should redistribute 
these funds to critical student safety practices and resources, which will help us meet national recommended 
rations for social workers and nurses. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth 
with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. In light of the COVID crisis, I 
believe securing a health and trauma support system is especially important and needs to be done 
immediately. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:46:17 PM AST 
Caitlin Degnon 
1811 Northgate St  
Durham, NC 27704 
 
My name is Caitlin and I live in Durham. I stand with DPS students and staff who are asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from Durham schools and instead direct funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of students. I support the call to invest in the safety and well-being of Durham youth with trauma-informed 
professionals who are trained to support mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:46:20 PM AST 
Megan Bishop 
3311 Bonaparte Way 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Megan Bishop and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff calling for the 
removal of SROs from their schools and redirecting funds to support and hire other professionals like social 
workers and counselors. As a parent, I want to see our schools become places of nurturing and healing, not 
the start of a pipeline to prison. Investing in our children with the services they truly need is a step in the 
right direction. " 
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:46:29 PM AST 
Edie Lindley 
900 E Six Forks Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27604 
 
"My name is Edie Lindley. Although I am currently a resident of Raleigh, NC, I have lived in and participated in 
the school systems across the Triangle for the past few years by studying education and psychology at UNC-
CH. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. This can also help lesson the school to prison pipeline, as research shows black students and 
students of color are more likely to be disciplined in the school setting for the same actions. This is a racial 
bias and disparity that you can actively address. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:47:35 PM AST 
Jimmy McKinnell 
2019 Bivins Street 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Jimmy McKinnell and I am a Durham resident. I ask that you listen to and follow the requests of 
DPS students and staff who are asking the SROs be removed from our schools and that those funds be 
redirected towards professionals work to support student mental health and healing like bilingual nurses and 
counselors. Invest in Durham's youth by directing funds towards their education and health, not by policing 
them." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:47:50 PM AST 
Indigo Dutton 
8004 Morrell Lane 
Durham 
 
"My name is Indigo Dutton and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 



and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:47:51 PM AST 
Douglas Anderson 
2229 Charlotte St. 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
" 
My name is Douglas Anderson and I am a Durham resident and former DPS teacher (Shepard Magnet Middle 
School, 2014-2015). 
 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students, including social 
workers, guidance counselors, psychologists, and nurses. 
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing.  
 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
 
With Respect, 
 
Douglas Anderson 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:47:56 PM AST 
Anna Mullis 
811B Jackson St 
Durham 
 
"My name is Anna Mullis and I am a resident of Durham NC.  I am writing to demand that Durham County 
School Board end the $2.74M contract with the Sheriff's department for "school resource officers" and 
allocate these funds for trained professionals, like trauma-informed and cultural responsive bilingual 
counselors, nurses, and social workers. 
 
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:48:04 PM AST 
Lauren Carley 
928 Alabama Ave 



Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Hello, 
 
My name is Lauren Carley and I am a resident of Durham, NC. As I‚Äôm sure you are aware, we are in the 
midst of an unprecedented national discussion about the role of police in our society. More than ever before, 
there is a clear call to action for those in power to defund policing, an institution that exacerbates and 
facilitates anti-Black racism.  
 
The culture of police violence and surveillance of Black community members begins at an early age, 
*especially* when schools contract with police departments and counties to put police (‚ÄòSROs‚Äô) into 
school buildings. This facilitates the ‚Äòschool-to-prison pipeline‚Äô that results in disproportionate 
incarceration of Black community members: an inhumane and undeniably racist phenomenon.  
 
I demand that DPS terminate its contract with city and county police and remove SROs from schools. The 
funding allocated toward policing children ought be redirected toward increasing safety and support of 
students, eg via employment of additional professionals trained in behavior and mental health.  
 
While I myself do not have a child in the DPS system, I have been moved by the leadership that young people 
have taken on in advancing the national movement to end anti-Black violence, especially via police brutality 
and incarceration. I stand with many DPS students who ask for the removal of SROs from their schools.  
 
Sincerely, 
Lauren Carley, PhD" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:48:39 PM AST 
Sara Kindell 
4913 Harwood Court 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
My name is Sara Kindell and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resources Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:48:53 PM AST 
Kristen Buckley 
805 Demerius St Apt I4 
Durham 
 
"My name is Kristen Buckley and I am a Durham resident and DPS employee. I stand with DPS students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the 
health and safety needs of our students through trauma informed and culturally responsive and bilingual 
counselors, nurses, and social workers. All students deserve to be heard, understood and cared for, and 



having police officers in our schools is counterproductive to that goal. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:48:59 PM AST 
Erin Magee 
208 Rigsbee Ave 
27701 
 
"As a resident of Durham, I believe education resources should be devoted to educational activities not 
maintaining a police presence in schools. A police presence has not been found to make students and staff 
any more safe, but instead contributes to the school to prison pipeline that disproportionately impacts Black 
students. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:49:43 PM AST 
Hannah Factor 
5104 Greyfield Blvd 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"As a Jordan High school grad and a white woman now living in Durham, it is all too clear to me the ways in 
which DPS has prioritized criminalizing Blackness and failing it‚Äôs Black students in the name of 
‚Äúsafety‚Äù. Please end the contract with the Sheriffs department and use that money for trauma-informed, 
bilingual school counselors, decolonizing your curriculum and centering Black history and recruiting and 
maintaining Black teachers, and increasing school employee wages to a LIVING wage. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:49:44 PM AST 
Robert Lucas 
182 Finsbury St 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is Robert Lucas and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:49:50 PM AST 



Hadeel Abdelhy 
807 W. Trinity Ave.  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Hadeel Abdelhy and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:49:54 PM AST 
Sol Pederson 
4606 Regis Ave 
Durham,  NC 27705 
 
"I am a Durham resident and former school support staff employee at Forest View Elementary School. I join 
with DPS students and staff in calling for the removal of School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and to redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. During my time 
working at Forest View, I continually saw the needs of poor Black and Brown students being ignored- the 
admin "solutions" to their obvious trauma inflicted by racism, economic marginalization, police and ICE 
violence was to take them on field trips to the county jail to show them where they might end up if they 
didn't act in compliance with the behavior standards of largely white staff. Meanwhile, we did not have a full 
time nurse, social worker, school psychologist, interpreter, or therapist to actually provide trauma-informed 
support to students that desperately needed it. Please redirect funds from armed guards who are trained in 
criminalizing Black and Brown children to mental health and social supports in our schools that actually keep 
children safe. Kids deserve care and compassion, not criminalization. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:50:47 PM AST 
Vanessa Barnett-Loro 
4100 Thetford Rd 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Vanessa Barnett-Loro and I am a Durham resident as well as a product of Durham public schools 
and a public school teacher.  
 
I want to amplify the request of current DPS students and staff in asking you to remove School Resource 
Officers from school buildings. Children need to feel safe to learn and grow, and criminalizing them with a 
militarized police presence is not the way to do this. Funds currently allocated to SROs would be MUCH more 
effectively spent on the health and safety of our DPS students, many of whom have experienced trauma and 
require professionals who are trained to support them (e.g. social workers, counselors, and nurses).  
 



It is unfathomable that in the midst of the global COVID pandemic and the national pandemic of police 
violence we are currently experiencing that we spend a single dime criminalizing children in Durham. Rather, 
it is our responsibility to protect and educate these children, and the fiscal priorities our community must 
reflect this." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:52:01 PM AST 
Darien Mariarossi 
1201 Wedgewood Ln 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"My name is Darien Mariarossi and I am a resident of Durham. I stand with the staff and students of DPS 
asking to remove school resource officers from our schools so the $2.74 million(!) in funds can be redirected 
to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the health, safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:52:37 PM AST 
Carlos Serrano 
405 Anita Street 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"Imagine what $2.74 million dollars could do for Black and brown children in this district. Why not invest in 
things such as counseling and therapy, after school programs, and focus on deepening relationships with the 
community instead of making children targets of police violence? Do we want to treat schools as sites of 
discipline and punishment or a place were children are exploring who they are in this world through learning 
opportunities. As you are seeing all around the United States, people are coming to the realization that police 
do not keep people safe. If you are worried about what ending a contract with the Durham County Sheriff's 
department will do to school safety, now is the time to do your job of engaging with parents, students, and 
community activists in order to build schools that won't punish and ultimately push out students and have 
schools that represent the wants and needs of the Durham community. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:52:52 PM AST 
Moira McCarthy 
4628 Myers Park Drive  
Durham NC 27705 
 
"My name is Moira McCarthy and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove SROs from our schools and to redirect the funds to meet health and safety needs of our students. 
Please - use the money for mental health counseling, after school programs, before school programs, free 
lunches - anything that is actually proven to help children learn better, because they are safe and cared for. 
SROs are not proven to reduce crime OR increase public safety and it is far past time we start building a world 



for our kids to thrive in. They are all we have." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:52:55 PM AST 
Addyson Rowe 
3842 Granny White Pike 
37204 
 
"My name is Addyson Rowe and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:53:36 PM AST 
Kait Boncaro 
302 Powe St   
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Kait Boncaro and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:53:38 PM AST 
John Bush 
2410 Shenandoah Avenue 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"Hello, my name is John Bush. I am a resident of Durham and I am requesting that DPS end its 2.7 million 
dollar contract with Durham Police for "school resource officers" and reallocate that funding to trained 
counselors, nurses, and social workers. We need professionals trained in working with children, not those 
trained in violence, to work in our schools. By granting 2.7 million dollars towards a police presence in our 
schools, DPS is showing its true values. We need to reallocate this money." 
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:54:07 PM AST 
Frances 
310 Yadkin Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27609 
 
"My name is Frances Cayton and I am a Raleigh resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. From my experience in Wake County Public 
Schools, cops don't help our youth, but trauma informed counselors and nurses -- true resources -- can. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:54:09 PM AST 
Brianna Gribben 
416B Edward Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Hello, 
 
My name is Brianna Gribben. I am an educator a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking 
to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
Durham schools are underfunded while Durham Police receive far more funds than are appropriate in 
relation to the community‚Äôs educational needs. Please end the $2.74 Million contract with the Sheriffs 
department. Please put DPS students and staff first. Please redirect these funds. 
 
Thank you, 
- a Durham resident " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:54:30 PM AST 
Nicholas Ma 
1732 Southpoint Crossing Dr 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"My name is Nick Ma, MD, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing." 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 12:54:42 PM AST 
Tofarati Oba 
4130 Garret Rd apt. 131 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
My name is Tofarati Oba and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS and staff asking to REMOVE SCHOOL 
RESOURCES OFFICERS (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:55:23 PM AST 
Robyn Fehrman 
1406 Norton Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:55:33 PM AST 
Tehila Rosenblatt-Farrell 
2115 Pershing St.  
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
Student resource officers and cops at school do way more harm than good. They make students (especially 
black & queer students) feel unsafe. They refused to help me after I was sexually harassed at school. They use 
tasers in situations that do not call for them. They escalate situations rather than de-escalate! They are 
absolutely worthless and need to be removed from the school system immediately. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:55:35 PM AST 
Jesalyn Keziah  
904 pleasant dr  
Durham NC 27703 
 



"As a Social Worker and Durham resident  who understand the multilayered and systemic nature of violence 
and oppression inherent in our systems, I am writing to join the many DPS students and staff asking for 
Durham Public Schools to discontinue its contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource 
officers (SROs) in favor of trained professionals like trauma-informed and culturally responsive bilingual 
counselors, nurses, and social workers. We believe the $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County 
Commissioners for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them. I Stand in solidarity 
with the groups leading this work, like DPS students, the Durham Beyond Policing coalition, BYP100, and 
other community les efforts.  
 
We need to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet 
the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and 
nurses. We will also be addressing the root needs and issues rather than criminalizing people for their needs. 
This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:55:36 PM AST 
Bryan Higgins 
574 Primitive St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I would like to urge DPS to end their contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department. This contract is 
costly for the school system, and that money could be used in other ways to keep schools safe without 
promoting the school-to-prison pipeline. SROs have been shown to lead to disproportionate rates of arrest 
for nonviolent crimes, particularly for students of color. All DPS students will be better off without this 
constant police presence." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:56:07 PM AST 
Britomarte Van Horn 
600 Constitution Dr 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Britomarte Van Horn and I am a Durham resident. I am proud to have graduated from Riverside, 
and I live in the same school district. I plan for my children to attend RHS. My son currently attends Hillandale 
in K and adores his teacher. 
 
Despite my mostly-pleasant memories, I need to share something: I was sexually harassed at RHS. Not only 
did the SRO not help, he looked baffled and asked me why I told him about it. The SRO did not contribute to 
my safety. A teacher did, and a teacher put a stop to the inappropriate behavior.  
 
We need teachers, nurses, support staff. We need our lunch staff to make a living wage. We need admin 
assistants for every 5-8 teachers. We do NOT need cops in our school. 



 
If you spend my tax dollars to continue to police children, I will be furious and appalled.  
 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students.  
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address 
chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be 
considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:56:08 PM AST 
Kate McGarry 
1707 James St 
Durham 
 
Please reallocate these much needed funds to students and teachers...get police out of the schools! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:56:18 PM AST 
Samathryn Witham  
110 Covewood Ct 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Samathryn Witham and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:56:33 PM AST 
Taylor-Grace White 
511 Cleveland St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 



"My name is Taylor-Grace White and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:56:41 PM AST 
Tricia Smar 
513 Valleymede Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
My name is Tricia Smar and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS staff and students asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:57:02 PM AST 
Jenna Gant 
811 Wilkerson Ave 
Durham NC 27701 
 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove school resource officers from out school and redirect 
fund to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:57:04 PM AST 
Anna Baker 
1012 N Duke St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Anna Baker, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 12:57:24 PM AST 
Elizabeth Doggett 
1601 Rosedale Ave 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
I support taking officers out of schools and reallocating that funding to nurturing and educating children. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:57:34 PM AST 
Joe Stapleton 
808 Louise Cir 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"My name is Joe Stapleton and I am a Durham resident, as well as a DPS educator. I stand with DPS students 
and fellow staff members asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and 
redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to 
critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations 
for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic 
stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:58:06 PM AST 
Anna Tillery 
4130 Garrett Road, 427 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Hi, I am asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet 
the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to incest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. SROs presence in 
schools are not conducive to learning, especially for POC youth and help the school-to-prison pipeline that 
maintains white supremacy in the US. Thank you" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:58:42 PM AST 
Samuel Gilmore 
1103 Horton Rd 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"My name is Samuel Gilmore and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 



a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:59:01 PM AST 
Kaity Lohrei Miller 
2015 Ashe Street 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"Hello, my name is Kaity Miller and I am a Durham resident and a classroom volunteer at YE Smith 
Elementary. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove SROs from our county‚Äôs schools and to 
end the $2.74 million contract with the sheriff‚Äôs office. Funds should be redirected to focus on the actual 
health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the mental health and safety of our 
students through bilingual trained mental health professionals such as social workers and counselors. As a 
social worker myself who has served in a school setting, I have seen first-hand the importance of trauma 
informed and culturally sensitive care for students in the public school system, and I do not believe SROs 
receive adequate training to provide what our children need." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:59:29 PM AST 
Christopher Sims 
1533 ELLIS RD APT K208 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is Christopher Sims and I am both a Durham resident and the son of a teacher. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:59:55 PM AST 
Anisa Cooprider 
2819 Fairlawn rd 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I would like to ask the DPS Board of Education to follow the lead of other cities across the country and cancel 
their contract with the Durham Police Department. I am a graduate of Riverside High School and frequently 
during my high school career I saw the negative impact of having police in schools. Instead of protecting them 



I saw kids arrested and harassed when they needed help. Even as a white person who was not targeted by 
the police I did not feel safer in their presence. Think of what the money (nearly 3 million dollars) allocated 
for policing our schools could do when funneled into more resources for our students and teachers who 
DESPERATELY need them. We are living in unprecedented times and I believe that Durham can help lead the 
way on this issue and get police out of schools.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 12:59:59 PM AST 
Elizabeth Brandli 
1021 Iredell St. Apartment #1 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
My name is Elizabeth Brandli and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. Please cancel the contract 
between the Durham County Sheriff's department and the school board!  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:01:23 PM AST 
Hannah Burke 
3710 Exchange Glenwood Place 
Raleigh, NC, 27612 
 
"I'm Hannah Burke and I've worked as a Social Studies teacher at Jordan High School for the past 5 years. I've 
also spent time as a student teacher at Riverside High School. I stand with my students and colleagues to 
remove SROs from our schools and redirect funds to meet the dire health and safety needs of students. I say 
this because I know how unsafe my students feel with SROs (the direct opposite effect they are intended to 
have). I know that SROs can sometimes temporarily handle a situation, but without trained professionals 
these deeper problems can never be fully resolved. SROs are a band-aid at best when we need to heal not 
just treat the the problems in our schools. In ending the $2.74M contract with the Sheriff's department, 
schools would become places of access, safety and healing with allocations for tramua-informed and cultural 
responsive bilingual counselors (Jordan in particular has a large population of students who do not speak 
English at home as well as a large population of English Language Learners), nurses (Jordan has a nurse on 
campus only once per week), and social workers (Ms. Zellua Sistrunk-Moore at Jordan is amazing but one 
social worker for a school of nearly 2,000 students is not enough). Thus, we need to invest in the safety and 
success of my students and all Durham youth with trained professionals who can support student mental 
health and healing. Thank you for listening. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:01:39 PM AST 
Heather Monroe 
2506 Stephenson St 
27704 



 
"Please cancel contract with Durham County sheriffs Dept. Those funds need to go toward the students, not 
law enforcement. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:01:46 PM AST 
Grace Gilmore 
1103 Horton rd  
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Grace and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:01:47 PM AST 
Chloe Madsen 
4 Greers Ferry Court 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"Thank you for the work you‚Äôre doing to serve Durham‚Äôs students. Please remove school resource 
officers (SROs) from Durham Public Schools and redirect associated funding to mental health and other 
support services for students, such as counselors, nurses, and social workers. Thanks!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:02:16 PM AST 
Andi Mariategui  
1825 Northgate St 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
My name is Andi and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the health and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:02:27 PM AST 



David Conlin 
405A Gattis Street 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is David Conlin and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:02:28 PM AST 
Michael Donovan 
406 E Markham Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
I encourage the school board to cut its contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. Those 
funds could be put to much better use by increasing teacher wages and increasing support for counselors and 
mental or behavioral health professionals. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:02:40 PM AST 
Kaila Umstead 
2029 Sunset Avenue 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Kaila Umstead and I am a Black Durham County resident and future teacher. I stand with DPS 
students and staff that are asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools. These funds 
should be redirected to meeting the health and safety needs of all students. By removing SROs from Durham 
schools and employing professionals who are actually trained to deescalate crisis situations & support 
student mental health and healing, we would be investing in the safety and success of all Durham students!!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:02:48 PM AST 
Abigail Willis 
1717 w lakewood ave 
Durham 
 
My name is Abigail Willis and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
school resource officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 



trained to support student mental health and healing. When police (SRO's) handle discipline on school 
campuses this often escalates minor non violent infractions to violent ones. Black students are suspended or 
expelled 3 times more than white students. Once suspended or expelled students are less likely to graduate 
and more than twice as likely to be arrested. We need to start today dismantling the school to prison pipeline 
and investing in professionals who invest in our Black and Brown students future. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:03:03 PM AST 
Blake Gaulden 
227 Forestwood Dr 
27707 
 
My name is Blake Gaulden and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
school resource officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and well being. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:03:24 PM AST 
Anne Austin Fields 
1800 Maryland Ave 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Good Afternoon,   
 
I am a former School Social Worker with Durham Public Schools.  While I loved my job and my students, I was 
not compensated in a way that could support a family.  I hold two masters degrees, am a Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker and am fluent in English and Spanish (another high need in our schools) and was compensated 
at $42,000 a year.  I was also provided no parental leave after the birth of my daughter.  I was not provided 
with support from the school system.  I did not have a director that was even a social worker.  I spent a large 
portion of my time completing tasks that were secretarial in nature, instead of being able to direct work with 
students.  This is the same for school counselors.  In my school, on a typical day, there were 3-4 officers 
(SROs) sitting around with no clear purpose but to intimidate students and reiterate the school to prison 
pipeline for our students of color.  I was the only social worker for a school of 1500+ students.  The national 
recommendation for social workers in schools in 1:250.  When working with students with intense needs (as 
is the case in all Durham Public School high schools, and a majority of middle and elementary schools) the 
recommendation is 1:50.  We are failing our students and we are failing our communities.  Support staff does 
not receive the financial or professional support necessary to stay in this kind of job. We need to have more 
counselors, nurses, social workers, and therapists (paid by the school system not MOUs contracting with 
outside companies, this does not work!) in our schools immediately.  I would like to know, in concrete 
numbers and steps, what the school board plans to do to remedy this situation, because as we know, in this 
country, for our black and brown students, this is a matter of life and death.  Thank you for your time and 
consideration.   
 
Sincerely,  
 



Anne Fields, MPH, MSW, LCSW" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:03:26 PM AST 
Danielle Thibault 
201 Watts St Apt 3 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"Hello, I am writing to express my support of DPS students and staff calling to remove Student Resource 
Officers from Durham schools. SROs are not equipped to address the health and safety of students. Please 
redirect these funds to measures which actually protect the health (mental and physical) and safety of all 
students. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:03:27 PM AST 
Mary Huntimer 
4400 Newby Dr 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"My name is Mary Huntimer and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:03:38 PM AST 
Kristl Yuen 
87 Intuition Circle 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
My name is Kristl Yuen and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:04:04 PM AST 
Nicolas Peckman 



1544 Catch Fly Lane 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"I stand with DPS Students and Staff asking to remove student resource officers (SROs) from our schools, and 
redirecting these funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are actually trained to support student mental 
health and healing. These students are the future of our City, and a chance for Durham to be a healing, 
equitable community. Please listen to them, respect their requests, and honor their voices.  
 
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:04:06 PM AST 
Grace Huskins  
1544 catch fly lane 
Durham 
 
"Hello,  
 
My name is Grace Huskins, I am a Durham resident concerned about the safety of our students.  
 
I stand with DPS Students and Staff asking to remove student resource officers (SROs) from our schools, and 
redirecting these funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students.   
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are actually 
trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
These students are the future of our City, and a chance for Durham to be a healing, equitable community. 
Please listen to them, respect their requests, and honor their voices.  
 
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:04:40 PM AST 
Jiahui Shen 
427 Towerview Road 
Durham, NC 27708 
 
"My name is Jiahui Shen and I am a resident of Durham and Cary. I stand with DPS students and staff asking 
to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 



than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:04:47 PM AST 
Ethan Burch 
16 Swallows Ridge Ct 
27713 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:04:57 PM AST 
John Killeen 
1012 Rosehill Ave 
27705 
 
"My name is John Killeen, I am a Durham resident and I believe the DPS Board of Education should act now to 
end the current contract for school resource officers (SROs) in our public schools. The $2.74 million allocated 
by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them. 
It is urgent and necessary for the Board to stand in solidarity with the groups leading this work, including DPS 
students, the Durham Beyond Policing coalition, BYP100, and other community-based efforts.  
 
Safety in our community is each family's guarantee of high quality housing, family wellness, critical and 
inspiring education, economic stability and freedom from structural and interpersonal racism. It is the 
responsibility of each resident and each decision-making official to ensure these above all else - and now 
more than ever we know these dollars are better spent elsewhere. 
 
Yours in hope, 
 
JK" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:05:00 PM AST 
Sarah Moorefield 
1819 Bivins St 
Durham 
 



My name is Sarah Moorefield and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:05:06 PM AST 
Katherine Benner 
5619 Red Coach Road 
27712 
 
"My name is Kate Benner. I am a Durham resident. 
I have two children who will be attending Durham Public Schools in just a few short years. Myself and my 
husband also attended Durham Public Schools.  
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove SROs from our schools and redirect the funds to meet 
the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the health and safety of our 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:05:14 PM AST 
Benton Wise 
2317 Englewood Avenue 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"As a past teacher, SRO's often take authority and instill fear than actually serving as a resource. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:05:25 PM AST 
Kate Horton 
1010 Urban Ave Apt A 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Kate Horton. I am a Durham resident and a proud alumni of DPS: Forest View, Githens and 
Jordan.  
 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. I'm making this call 
out of concern for the non-white students that make up nearly  60% of DPS students, for the non-
neurotypical and differently abled students, and based on my personal experience with anxiety and 
depression in middle school and high school.  
 
If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet 
national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 



safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:05:56 PM AST 
Sara Beaman 
831 Poplar St 
Durham NC 27703 
 
"My name is Sara Beaman and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:06:45 PM AST 
Mailande Moran 
901 N. Mangum St. Apt. 4 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Hi. My name is Mailande Moran. As a Durham resident, I'm urging DPS to remove SROs from our schools 
and redirect those funds to resources that will actually help our students. I do this in solidarity with DPS 
students and staff, who know what they need. It's time to invest in the safety and success of our youth with 
professional staff who are trained in supporting students' mental and physical health. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:07:00 PM AST 
Ashley M Gandiza 
1705 James Street 
Durham 
 
"My name is Ashley Gandiza and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. Officers in schools add to the 
trauma faced by children of color, everyday of their lives. Schools are no place for officers. " 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 1:07:24 PM AST 
Monica Nassar 
511 S Mangum St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"It makes so much sense to spend the money on the support students really need, BEFORE policing becomes 
required, which can be really unjust as seen in past videos of SRO's interaction with African American 
students. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:07:33 PM AST 
Alison Silver 
3200 Stanford Dr. 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Alison Silver and I am a Durham resident. As a mental health professional with nearly 20 years of 
experience providing therapeutic services to children and families, I stand with DPS students and staff asking 
to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. Thank you for taking a broader view 
on addressing these issues in schools." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:08:04 PM AST 
Julie Mitchell  
303 west Murray ave  
27704 
 
"Please take a moment to look at what is happening all over the world and our country. Listen to the people. 
Take the police out of school, end your contracts with them. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:08:21 PM AST 
Jennifer Stutsman 
2729 E Shoreham St 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 



"My name is Jen Stutsman and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools. Instead of criminalizing students and supporting the 
school-to-prison pipeline, it is my sincere believe that instead we should be directing our funds to effectively 
meet the health and safety needs of our students. That is something that is woefully ill-accomplished in the 
current system with the use of SROs. Investing in the safety and success of Durham youth by supporting 
professionals trained in promoting and protecting student mental health and healing is the best way we can 
support the next generation and continue improving Durham's schools. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:08:23 PM AST 
Leah Abrams 
302 Powe St 
Durham NC 27708 
 
"I am dismayed to learn that DPS still keeps police officers in schools. Please remove these dangerous, armed 
protectors of a white supremacist social hierarchy from our hallways, filled with our Black and Brown youth." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:08:33 PM AST 
Kevin Wicker 
3001 Reedybrook Xing 
27523 
 
"SROs are unnecessary in public schools. It sets a negative tone, and they are not useful. The money could be 
better spent on our students, supplies, building and parking lot reparations. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:08:38 PM AST 
Stewart Kingdon 
2416 Dawn Trail 
Durham 
 
My name is Stewart Kingdon and I attended DPS schools pre-K through 12th grade. I stand with current and 
former students as well as DPS staff asking for the removal of Student Resource Officers (SROs) from our 
schools and an end to your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. SROs never made my 
friends or myself feel safe at school. The fact that my peers and I witnessed multiple classmates get arrested 
and saw one student tased is unacceptable. Redirect funds spent on SROs to meet the health and safety 
needs of students by investing in professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing 
and expanding transformative/restorative justice programs to be in all schools. Any continued partnership 
you maintain with the Durham County Sheriff's department or any other law enforcement agency is a clear 
endorsement of the school-to-prison-pipeline. You have the power and the responsibility to dismantle this 
system and decide to invest in Durham's youth. 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 1:08:54 PM AST 
Erica Titkemeyer 
1408 Vickers Ave 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
As a Durham resident I am writing to ask the school board to cancel its contract with the Durham County 
Sheriff‚Äôs department. These funds should be used on educating and not policing our students. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:09:03 PM AST 
Carter Teng 
420 Chapel Drive 
Durham, NC 27708 
 
"My name is Carter and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:09:21 PM AST 
Emily Griffith Burke 
1208 Grant St. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Emily and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:10:37 PM AST 
Alison Klein  
814 Demerius Street  



Durham, NC 27702 
 
"I urge the council to fund counselors, not school officers. We have seen too many cases of school officers 
using excessive force against students, and I believe that expanding the number of qualified counselors in 
schools would go farther to make school campuses a safe and healthy place for young people to learn." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:10:53 PM AST 
Trevor Gannalo 
Wannamaker Dr 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"I am writing to ask that the Board remove the presence of police from Durham schools. Police pose a hostile 
environment for learning due to their lack of training in deescalation (even those who have training in implicit 
bias or deescalation have been shown to not change their behavior), their track record on racialized violence, 
and numerous other problems inherent to America's police force, including the high rate of domestic 
violence (40% of police officers). A police force has no place in a child's education because, time and time 
again, police have shown a willingness to use excessive force, bringing more harm to conflicts within schools 
than there was to begin with. The Durham school system would be far better served by overhauling its 
support systems, rather than its punishment and enforcement systems. To allow police into Durham schools 
is to allow intimidation and fear into Durham schools, especially for students who belong to communities 
that have suffered under unfair, heightened police scrutiny. I ask the Board that you remove police from the 
Durham school system and work further to overhaul support systems in Durham schools, such as with greater 
investment in guidance counselors and social workers. Children are our future and that future is jeopardized 
when they are threatened with violence, rather than the care and support they deserve and need. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:11:00 PM AST 
Tobi Wolf 
8415 Meadow View Ln  
Bahama, NC 27503 
 
"My name is Tobi Wolf and I am a Durham resident. My oldest child attended Little River, Carrington and 
Northern High school. She graduated from NCSSM in 2018. My youngest will start school in DPS in 2023. I 
stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 1:11:22 PM AST 
Juliana Avery 
511 Cleveland Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I'm a Durham resident and I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove Police Officers from school. 
I'm appalled that the school board would choose to invest 2.7 million in putting police in schools when they 
could use that money to properly invest in their students health and safety. It is past time that we prioritize 
our students and their educational experience by giving them (and teachers) the tools they need in order for 
them to be successful. I strongly believe that DPS needs to dissolve their partnership with the Durham Police 
because continuing that relationships invites violence and racism into our schools. I support the call to invest 
in the safety and success of Durham youth with  professionals who are trained to support students needs 
(nurses, social workers, bilingual counselors, etc). " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:11:52 PM AST 
Chris Nobblitt 
1000 Cheviot Ave 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
My name is Chris Nobblitt and I am a Durham Resident. I unconditionally stand with DPS students and staff 
who are asking for the removal of School Resource Officers from our schools and to put those funds into 
services that actually meet health and safety needs of our students. Let's invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:12:50 PM AST 
Nat Davis 
1839 Forest Ave  
27705 
 
" 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from Durham school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:12:53 PM AST 
Ryan Rowe 



17 Streamview Court 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am writing in support of DPS students and staff‚Äôs call to end the contract with the sheriff‚Äôs 
department and remove school resource officers from all campuses. As a graduate of Jordan High and former 
student of Carrington Middle School and Southwest Elementary, it is all clear the many ways DPS has 
prioritized criminalizing Blackness and failing to meet the needs of BIPOC students. Please end the contract 
and invest in the future of your students by hiring specialized, trauma-informed, bilingual school counselors, 
focusing and developing curriculum that is not primarily focused on the Anglo-Saxon narrative, recruiting 
BIPOC teachers, and increasing school employee wages to a living wage. Other school districts have already 
decided to end their contracts and realized that police presence on campus does not make students safe. 
Please come to the same realization and take the appropriate actions to ensure the success of BIPOC 
students. Thank you for your time." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:12:53 PM AST 
Jessalyn Stull 
511 Cleveland Street  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
My name is Jessalyn Stull and I am a Durham resident and DPS teacher. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health 
and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:12:54 PM AST 
Christine Bergamini 
2211 Hillsborough Rd, Apartment 3008 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I strongly urge the Board of Education to cancel its contract with the Durham Sheriff Department to have 
police in schools. It is not necessary nor effective for keeping the peace and actually creates a more stressful 
learning environment for children. No more police in schools.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:14:14 PM AST 
Katrina Martin 
2511 N Roxboro St 
Durham 
 
"I am writing as a clinical social worker and resident of Durham for nearly eight years. I attended the vigil for 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and other Black people who have been killed by police violence in recent 
history. I was struck by the intensity of feeling and clarity of thought offered by the young organizers at the 



event. I write to stand with these young activists and urge you to remove School Resource Officers from DPS. 
As a social worker, I know that our students are severely under served when it comes to mental health 
resources. I ask that you redirect funds allocated to SROs to bringing in more school counselors, social 
workers, and other mental health resources for our students. Transformation, learning, and healing cannot 
occur when students are under threat of violence and control. We can better serve our students through 
reconciliation efforts, building off their existing strengths, and correcting troubling behavior by understanding 
and addressing its root causes (often trauma, under-resourced family dynamics due to historical oppression, 
and high levels of stress). I ask that you listen to the voices of the students you are educating. They are 
showing you what they need and asking that we listen. I urge you to do so.  " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:15:14 PM AST 
Darby Thorpe 
6713 Lipscomb Dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"I implore you all to act now, and end your contract with the Durham Sheriffs officeD and redistribute those 
funds to ensuring 1) Nurses are always available at every school 2) counselors are given the support they 
need for proper mediation/conflict resolution and 3) proper anti-racism training for all DPS faculty and staff. 
Kids need compassion and support, not tasers and punitive punishment. I went to Riverside High School, and 
Carrington Middle School, and I never saw a situation where SRO officers worked to de-escalate. I did see 
children get tased. I was nearly trampled by terrified teenagers in highschool, when an SRO officer 
‚Äúdeescalated‚Äù a food fight by standing on top of a table and brandished his taser. Please consider this, 
and please act to pull police/SRO officers out of DPS. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:15:32 PM AST 
Kedamawit Tilahun  
1533 Ellis Road L304 
Durham, NC, 27703 
 
"My name is Kedamawit Tilahun and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:16:15 PM AST 
Elena Storelli 



147 Country Lane 
Boone, NC, 28607 
 
"I was born and raised in Durham and my parents still live there though I live in Boone for school. I want to be 
proud of my city but I can‚Äôt be until every measure is taken to address the harm done by this city‚Äôs 
police. I went to RHS and remember when Jesus Huerta ‚Äúshot himself‚Äù hand cuffed in the back of a 
police car. I remember the officers at my school tasing a student in the cafeteria. There was more than one 
time when officers in the school needlessly escalated the situation. High school children do not need police in 
their schools. They need more counselors and properly funded teachers. Please, for the sake of my Black and 
brown peers, cancel the DPS contract with the Durham Police Department. It is unnecessary and harmful. 
End the school to prison pipeline in Durham." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:16:18 PM AST 
Tracey Barrett 
4126 Chaucer Dr 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"I am a DPS teacher writing in support of the letter written by Aissa Dearing and signed by over 2800 current 
and former students and community members calling on the Board of Education to end its MOU with the 
Durham County Sheriff Department. As a district we often say that we value student voices, and affirm the 
goals of the Black Lives Matter Week of Action. Here we have an opportunity to put those words into 
practice. As a teacher, I do not believe that SROs make my school safer. I have heard from families that the 
presence of Sheriffs, who in Durham County have historically colluded with ICE, make them feel less safe, not 
more. Across the country there are countless examples of SROs harming students and accelerating the 
school-to-prison pipeline- we should not wait to have our own local example before moving to end DPS' 
partnership with the Sheriff. Durham can and should be a leader on this issue, and I encourage the Board to 
take bold, courageous action." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:17:03 PM AST 
Caitlin Georgas 
619 Bon Air Ave  
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"My name is Caitlin Georgas. As the mom of a rising DPS kindergartner, a social worker, and a concerned 
community member, I hope the school board will listen and take seriously the young people and DPS staff 
asking for removal of the School Resource Officers. The funds need to be redirected to meet the needs of our 
students and staff. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. I believe the removal of SROs will also serve as 
an important step in ending the preschool to prison pipeline. We as a community must address the racial 
injustices perpetrated by DPS. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 1:17:07 PM AST 
Caleb Conner 
4302 Newby Dr 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"As a Durham-born and bred resident and DPS product, I am calling on the school board to cancel its contract 
with the Sheriff's department and any other contract/collaboration with the Police or related organizations. 
Instead, we should take those millions of dollars and hire more teachers and invest in building transformative 
justice in our schools,." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:17:53 PM AST 
Douglas MacLeod 
305 W Geer St Durham NC 27701 
27701 
 
My name is Doug MacLeod and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:18:27 PM AST 
Grant Ruhlman  
909 Monmouth Avenue  
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"Cancel contract with Durham PD, invest that 2.4 mil in teacher pay and Restorative enrichment." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:18:41 PM AST 
Katherine Treamer 
305 W Geer St Durham NC 27701 
27701 
 
My name is Katie Treamer and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:18:50 PM AST 



Katie Jackson 
808 Advancement Avenue Apt 102 
Durham NC 27703 
 
"My name is Katie Jackson and I am a Durham resident and a mental health provider. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:18:55 PM AST 
Jeffrey Letourneau 
17 Stoneridge Circle 
27705 
 
"I write to urge you to cancel the contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. I have worked as 
a volunteer at Neal Middle School, spoken on a panel to talk to Jordan High School students about college, 
and volunteered at a Science and Career Day at Hope Valley Elementary School. I firmly believe $2.74M will 
much better serve students if invested into teachers, school supplies, extracurricular programs, arts and 
science, etc." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:19:06 PM AST 
Daniel Read 
1424 Acadia St 
Durham 
 
I join the groups who have expressed their support for removing armed deputies from the schools. Please 
end the contract with the Sheriff's Department to provide school resource officers and replace them with 
competent mental health professionals and who can address the problems of kids without immediately 
bringing the criminal justice system into play.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:19:58 PM AST 
Hannah Horowitz 
1005 W Main St, Apt 502 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"When cops are present in school, children are told that they are assumed to be criminals and are therefore 
feel that they are held to a lower standard. Other intervention methods should be used for behavioral 



problems to fix them at their root, rather than rely on bandaid solutions like policing which reinforce negative 
stereotypes and anger in children." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:19:58 PM AST 
Mia Foglesong 
6 Hazen Ct 
Durham, NC, 27712 
 
"Instead of funneling more money or 2.7 million dollars into recourses for police officers in schools this 
money should be diverted into helping schools get better professionals meant to resolve issues without 
escalating them, like psychologists, social workers, and counselors. These are people who will take the time 
to understand the students needs to become better instead of involving a police officer who might not have a 
degree in psychology or be good at fixing the heart of the issue." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:20:06 PM AST 
Nina Plocek 
305 N Hyde Park Ave 
27703 
 
"My name is Nina Plocek and I am a Durham resident and clinical social worker. Through my experience 
working in the public school system, I strongly urge the school board to terminate its contract with the 
sheriff's department. Not only could money be reallocated to better support students' safety and security-- 
using 2.74M to directly fund an inherently racist infrastructure is traumatizing for black students. It is my 
professional and personal opinion that this money can be invested into trauma-informed behavioral 
intervention programs, evidence-based mental health treatment, and collaborative community initiatives 
that truly enhance learning and healing. My recommendation is to redistribute if not all, then most of the 
funds from this contract into a community-led task force or working group. This working group would be 
asked to gather youth and resident input, hire community leaders and professionals,  and think more broadly 
about the systems and conditions that precede disruptive/unsafe behaviors. This money could be used for so 
much more than School Resource Officers, who receive minimal training in deescalation, behavioral 
interventions, and systemic racism. Imagine using this money to build school programs that address housing 
needs, create bilingual programs, reduce food insecurity, and enhance healthy relationship-building! We 
could do SO much more than hire cops to stand guard. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:20:19 PM AST 
Tyler Lee 
901 Edith Street 
Durham, FL, 27705 
 
"I fully support ending the contract between Durham County School Board and the Durham County Sheriff's 
Department to get police out of schools and end the school-to-prison pipeline. We can do better for the kids 



in our community and replace police officers with mental health professionals, counselors, and social workers 
to constructively lead our youth into a better future regardless of what struggles they deal with in and out of 
the school setting." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:20:37 PM AST 
Cayla Colclasure 
4230 Garrett Rd. 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
My name is Cayla Colclasure and I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource 
Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I 
support the call to invest n the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:20:39 PM AST 
Libbie Weimer 
1222 Broad st  
Durham NC 27705 
 
"Please do not continue the relationship with the sheriff's department. We need to get SROs out of our 
schools. The money should be diverted to people who keep our kids safe - counselors and others who are 
trained in mental health, public health, and safety. End the school to prison pipeline and treat all kids like 
they were your own. That means no more police in schools!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:21:01 PM AST 
Beau Cromartie 
1811 Chandellay Dr 
Durham, North Carolina 27705 
 
"My name is Beau Cromartie and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 1:21:19 PM AST 
Rebecca Gibson 
2218 Hillandale  
27705 
 
"HEY DURHAM FRIENDS PLEASE CHIME IN! 
 
Please amplify these student-lead demands with this sample script: 
 
‚ÄúMy name is Rebecca Gibson and I am a Durham parent, and have been a DPS teacher as well. I stand with 
DPS students and staff asking to change our priorities from having School Resource Officers (SROs) in our 
school buildings and instead redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students.  
 
If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet 
national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 
safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:21:39 PM AST 
Emily Guzman 
5 Slate Ct 
Durham 
 
"My name is Emily Guzman and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:21:57 PM AST 
Ethan Sleeman 
200 W WOODCROFT PKWY 
Durham 
 
"My name is Ethan Sleeman and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students, teachers, staff, and 
families in asking that Durham Public Schools remove School Resource Officers from public schools. The 
funds that are being spent increasing children's contact with police can be put to far better use, and I 



encourage the Board of Education to redirect those funds to support programs and services that meet the 
needs of students and their families. Other communities, including Minneapolis, Portland, and Madison,  are 
making a commitment to put students' safety first: that means funding trained counselors prepared to 
support students, not police trained to incarcerate them. The Board of Education has a responsibility to work 
for students, teachers, and the community to create the best possible environment for learning and growth; 
it is obvious to me, and to many others, that this means pulling police out of schools, and providing the 
health and counselling resources that we KNOW make a difference." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:22:11 PM AST 
Gabriel Baldasare 
1011 Burch Avenue 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:22:24 PM AST 
Nicole Affleck 
807 W. Trinity Ave. 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
My name is Nicole and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers from our schools and redirect those funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:22:37 PM AST 
Karrie Comatas 
1715 MYSTIC DRIVE 
DURHAM 
 
"My name is Karrie Comatas and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 



a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:23:04 PM AST 
Sierra Adams Reid 
5860 Farrington Rd. 
27517 
 
"I am a Durham County resident and I demand the school board cancel your contract with the Durham 
County Sheriff and end police presence in schools. Take the money for this contract and instead invest in 
students. Prove greater counseling and mental health resources. Improve school infrastructure. Provide 
teachers more materials and support. There are ways to productively engage difficult students than with a 
policing force rooted in violence, oppression and fear, especially for black and brown students in the school 
system." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:23:09 PM AST 
Sofia  McCarthy 
622 Morningside drive  
Durham, NC,  27713 
 
My name is Sofia McCarthy and I am a Durham Resident. I stand with DPS student and staff asking to remove 
school resource officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:23:28 PM AST 
Kaitlin Crammer  
1102 Kent Street  
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Our students need trained counselors and emotional support from compassionate adults in their schools, 
NOT police officers!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:23:46 PM AST 
Rosalind Rothwell 
Demerius Street 



Durham, NC 27701 
 
My name is Rosalind and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:23:50 PM AST 
Sarah Goetz 
911 W Club Blvd 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I would like the Board of Education to end its contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. As the 
mother of a DPS student, I don't feel a police presence belongs in our schools. Moreover, there is no evidence 
that the police are the appropriate entity to help children who may be struggling. I would like to see this 
money instead used to invest in evidence-based interventions that can actually help children succeed. These 
could include more trained social workers and therapists as well as more investment in arts education and 
other positive programs. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:23:55 PM AST 
Faye Koenigsmark 
2702 Fairlawn Road 
Durham 
 
"Hello, 
My name is Faye Koenigsmark and I am a resident of Durham. I am writing to you regarding tonight's Durham 
County School Board meeting. I am urging the School Board to end the $2.74M contract with the Sheriff's 
department for "school resource officers".  
 
Contrary to popular belief, the presence of cops does not make for a safer school (No research has yet to 
show that they do, as stated in a Wa Post article). Rather, keeping cops in schools results in disproportionate 
punishment of Black youth, and just magnifies the school to prison pipeline.  Kids need empathy and 
patience; what they don't need is to be traumatized by cops in a place that's supposed to be a safe haven for 
them.  
 
As leaders, you have the responsibility to the community to stop promoting the policing and mistreatment of 
our Black youth. This begins by removing School Resource Officers from our schools and redirecting the funds 
to meet the health and safety needs of our students (i.e. trauma-informed and cultural responsive bilingual 
counselors, nurses, and social workers).  
 
These kids are our future, and any trauma endured in their public schooling with have HUGE ramifications on 
their success. 
 
With Respect, 



Faye Koenigsmark" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:23:56 PM AST 
Brooke newhart 
1607 Milton rd 
Durham, NC, 27712 
 
Please remove cops from schools! The money saved could be used for so many more helpful things! I 
attended DPS for 13 years and never saw anything useful come from their presence that couldn‚Äôt have 
been handled by emergency workers. Using the money for a full time nurse would have been infinitely more 
beneficial to students.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:24:09 PM AST 
Ben Rauscher 
1829 Front St  
Durham NC 27705 
 
My name is Ben Rauscher and I am a Durham resident. I believe the $2.74 billion allocated by the Board of 
County Commissioners for SROs is better spent addressing student needs then policing them. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:24:51 PM AST 
Ramya Krishna Mulugu 
2715 East Shoreham St. 
27707-2959 
 
"My name is Ramya Krishna and I am a Durham resident, as well as an alumna of City of Medicine 
Academy‚Äôs Class of 2016. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers 
(SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of students. 
If the funds are redirected to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet 
national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 
safe for students and that our schools are not contributing to the school-to-prison pipeline. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During this time, students are not only dealing with the COVID pandemic, but the 
trauma of witnessing deaths as a result of police brutality. It is the responsibility of DPS to address this 
chronic stress before it can truly educate and empower students to innovate, serve and lead." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:24:59 PM AST 
Ramya Krishna Mulugu 



2715 East Shoreham St. 
27707-2959 
 
"My name is Ramya Krishna and I am a Durham resident, as well as an alumna of City of Medicine 
Academy‚Äôs Class of 2016. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers 
(SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of students. 
If the funds are redirected to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet 
national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 
safe for students and that our schools are not contributing to the school-to-prison pipeline. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During this time, students are not only dealing with the COVID pandemic, but the 
trauma of witnessing deaths as a result of police brutality. It is the responsibility of DPS to address this 
chronic stress before it can truly educate and empower students to innovate, serve and lead." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:25:30 PM AST 
Alva Horton 
1420 N. Mangum Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Alva Horton and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to REMOVE 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
Thank you!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:25:36 PM AST 
Nathan Rutter 
606 w Markham ave 
Durham 
 
"I am a Durham resident of two years. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource 
Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of 
our students. The funds should be redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, to 
empower current social workers, nurses, and counselors, and also increase their ranks." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:25:48 PM AST 
Rachel Ruderman 
3116 Glenwood Drive 
Durham NC 27705 
 



"I agree with those advocating for fewer police and SRO officers in our schools. Our communities and schools 
will be safer if we direct funding toward social workers, mental health professionals, teachers, and meeting 
the economic needs of all students in our communities as opposed to policing them. Thank you for your 
attention and consideration. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:25:54 PM AST 
Billy Baroon 
1014 Clarendon St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
My name is Billy Baron and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:26:12 PM AST 
Carina Barnett-Loro 
404 Cecil Street 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"As a Durham Public School graduate (Jordan High School, class of 2005) and current Durham resident, I urge 
DPS to discontinue its contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource officers (SROs) in favor of 
trained professionals like trauma-informed and culturally responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and social 
workers. 
 
The system is broken and does not serve our students, especially our BIPOC students. This is the time to 
reimagine what's possible and demand just, equitable action." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:26:36 PM AST 
Sarah Schmader 
206 N Briggs Ave. 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
My name is Sarah Schmader and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove SROs from our schools and redirect funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I 
support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 1:26:41 PM AST 
Rachel Jessen 
831 Burch Avenue 
Durham 
 
"My name is Rachel Jessen and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff in asking to 
remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing, like school nurses, child 
psychologists, substance abuse specialists, career counselors, and guidance counselors." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:26:58 PM AST 
Ayla Smart 
2523 West Wilson Street  
Durham 
 
"I attended Riverside High School for all four years of my high school education. I never once benefitted from 
the presence of the sheriff department. In fact, having officers in the school actually made a lot of my peers 
fell far less safe. I saw firsthand officers taking advantage of their power positions, getting physical with 
students and making inappropriate and sexual comments to girls. Instead of spending the money on the 
contract with the sheriff department, I think it would be wise to put the money elsewhere. We used old and 
outdated textbooks, our teachers had to use their money to provide us with pencils, buy dry erase markers, 
and make sure their classroom had tissues. One of my english teachers even spent money out of her own 
pockets to make sure every student could get the book we had to read for the unit. With the small amount of 
money teachers already make, no teacher should have to spend their own money to provide ample resources 
for their kids. The money could also benefit students greatly if spent on more academic advisors with proper 
training and health/mental health care providers that have their student's best interests at heart and can 
help work out problems and come up with long-term solutions. The last thing kids needs is officers roaming 
their hallways, making sexual remarks and making students feel unsafe. Please consider using the money 
differently. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:27:08 PM AST 
Alice Gerrard  
1812 House Ave  
Durham NC 27707 
 
"My name is Alice Gerrard and I am a Durham resident asking for Durham Public Schools to discontinue its 
contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource officers (SROs) in favor of trained professionals 
like bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers.  I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students.  I support investing in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 1:27:35 PM AST 
Tiffany Chavis 
3118 Skybrook  
Durham, NC 27703 
 
Schools are safer when families are supported. Fund support services to keep the schools invested in their 
communities.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:28:24 PM AST 
Alexis Fairbanks 
605 W Chapel Hill St, Apt 336 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Alexis Fairbanks and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. Growing up in Raleigh I went to schools with heavy police presence on campus 
but a school nurse available only once a week and no counselors at all on campus. The police presence on 
campus cultivated a climate of fear amongst children (yes, let's remember that these are children) in what 
was supposed to be a safe environment to learn and grow. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
Let us work together to find a way to treat problems at the source, instead of heavily funding the action that 
can only be taken once a problem has reached a breaking point. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:28:49 PM AST 
Madison Schwartz 
2608 Nation Ave. 
durham, nc 27707 
 
my name is madison and I am durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove SROs 
from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of durham youth with professionals who are trained to support mental 
health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:29:01 PM AST 
Brahma Mulugu 
2715 East Shoreham St. 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 
 



"My name is Brahma Mulugu and I am a Durham resident, as well as parent of an alumna of Durham Public 
Schools. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our 
school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of students. If the funds are 
redirected to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students and that our schools are not contributing to the school-to-prison pipeline. I support the call to invest 
in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental 
health and healing. During this time, students are not only dealing with the COVID pandemic, but the trauma 
of witnessing deaths as a result of police brutality. It is the responsibility of DPS to address this chronic stress 
before students can be educated and empowered to innovate, serve and lead." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:29:44 PM AST 
Marena Bauer 
1622 Hamlin Rd 
27704 
 
My name is Marena and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:29:45 PM AST 
Samantha Farley 
2415 W Club Blvd 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Samantha and I am a Durham resident. I fully stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing, like the local organization 
Rebound which provides students who are on Out-of-School Suspension with a safe environment to process 
and rehabilitate behavior. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:30:36 PM AST 
Hannah Pavcik 
1302 Neighborly Way 
Morrisville, NC 27560 
 
"My name is Hannah Pavcik and I am a Durham County resident. I stand with DPS students like Aissa Lynn 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. As a masters level social worker, I support the call to invest in the safety and 



success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. I 
am demanding that the Durham County School Board follow in the footsteps of Minneapolis and Portland in 
ENDING your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department.  
 
We already know that cops do not make students safer and often contribute to the perpetuation of the 
school-to-prison pipeline. Police presence in schools is detrimental to students and schools need more 
trauma-informed counselors and nurses instead.  
 
Please LISTEN to our young people because you are responsible for upholding their needs. You are each 
responsible in dismantling the school-to-prison pipeline so please use your power to make a difference.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:30:49 PM AST 
Kelley Turlington  
2341 Huron Street 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Kelley Turlington and I am a Durham resident and parent to DPS students. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:31:21 PM AST 
Lauren Gorman 
604 W Markham ave 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"Durham Board of Education - I am writing you today to implore you to end your contract with the Durham 
County Sheriff's department and keep police out of our schools. Any money that can hire a law enforcement 
officer can better serve our students, and thus our community's health with the addition of more teachers, 
nurses, guidance counselors, therapists, - who have been trained to help our community instead of police 
and punish our children. Durham's youth deserves to get an education and their health needs addressed in 
our public schools. Please give them the tools and guidance to learn in health and safety!  
 
As a resident, I want to see my tax dollars support our youth rather than police them. For the good of all 
Durham County - please end your contract with the Sheriff's department and spend our money on the 
support system our children desperately need and deserve from our tax dollars. " 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 1:32:25 PM AST 
Nat Davis 
1839 Forest Ave  
27705 
 
" 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from Durham school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:32:27 PM AST 
Karen A Kelley 
423 W Maynard Ave 
Durham 
 
"My name is Karen Kelley and I am a Durham resident. I am the parent of a Indigenous, Latinx high school 
student attending Durham School of the Arts. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students.  
I believe that you all care deeply about the safety, health and education of all children.  By reallocating 
funding from SROs to nurses, social workers, and others trained in non-punitive and life-affirming 
interventions, you can take take an important step in creating a school environment that reflects those 
values. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever.  
Please do not miss this opportunity to make a difference in the lives of our students. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:33:24 PM AST 
Emily Ericson 
1003 Broad Street Apt B 
Durham NC 27705 
 
" 
 
Good Afternoon Durham Public Schools Board of Education,  
 
My name is Emily Ericson, I am a Durham resident and a teacher at Northern High School. I am writing in 
regards to DPS ending their contract with Durham PD. I‚Äôm fully aware of the urges coming your way to end 



this contract, and I am in full support of it. I also wanted to suggest some ideas of what an SRO free school 
could look like.  
 
I‚Äôd like to start by saying that having School Resource Officers (SROs) in schools isn‚Äôt stopping fights, 
drug use, etc from happening. Even with law enforcement, these things happen anyway. Additionally, 
teachers and students are the ones breaking up fights a majority of the time. If cops are no longer in schools, 
it‚Äôs not as though people‚Äôs moral compasses are going to change...folks will still be good without cops.  
 
In schools, monies used for SROs and contracts with police can be reallocated to pay ALL employees 
(kitchen/janitors/etc...) 15$/hour. Money can also be invested in training all teachers in de-escalation 
practices and restorative justice practices, so that we can hopefully stop something before it starts (and 
frankly just keeping kiddos in class, making it engaging enough so that they don‚Äôt want to leave and roam 
hallways).  From there, schools could also have funds to provide better mental health and counseling services 
to students, hiring more co-located mental health service providers.  
 
To round this all out, schools would not take disciplinary actions until parents of all parties, students, 
teachers, and administrators sat down to discuss the issues (fights, assault, bullying, selling drugs...etc) with a 
TRAINED mediator and a student discipline panel (which would be applied for, with written 
recommendations, and voted on by teachers and students). The student disciplinary panel would then decide 
what punishment students would receive.  
 
Ideally, we would build and create community through these practices. Students would know they‚Äôd be 
held accountable in a fair and just way, not just kicked out or arrested, and parents/families would be 
brought in as well to see that schools are serving them, and working to keep their students in the classroom, 
and not just suspended or expelled. In effect, lessening discipline rates, improving instruction, and building a 
community and environment where ALL parties feel valued.  
 
Thank you for your time,  
Emily Ericson, NBCT 
Kenan Fellow ‚Äò18 
309-507-1820 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:33:46 PM AST 
katie starr 
804a Onslow St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Please follow in the steps of the Minneapolis and Portland in ending contracts with cops. We know that cops 
in schools don't help our youth. Instead, we need trauma informed bilingual counselors and nurses. They 
help our Youth. Listen to, support, and uplift the demands of DPS students like Aissa Lynn Dearing." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:33:46 PM AST 
Lauren Harper 



3700 Chimney Ridge Place 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Hi, my name is Lauren Harper and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professional 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. Police have no place in education and 
learning. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:33:59 PM AST 
Sara Gomez 
611 Colgate St. 
27704 
 
"My name is Sara Gomez and I am a Durham resident with a young child. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet 
the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:34:38 PM AST 
Katherine LeVigne 
103 East Club Blvd 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"My name is Katherine, I‚Äôm a resident of Durham, and I stand with DPS staff and students in demanding 
the removal of SROs from our schools. We can use that money instead to meet the needs of students, 
whatever those may be. I support investment in the safety and success of Durham‚Äôs youth, by hiring health 
mental care professionals, counselors, and nurses instead of SROs. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:35:11 PM AST 
Allison Swaim 
2502 Shenandoah Ave B 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"I am a DPS teacher and I stand in strong support of DPS students calling for SROs to be removed from school 
buildings. Our students do not need to be surveilled, policed and controlled. Instead of armed law 
enforcement officers, we need mental health professionals, bilingual counselors and nurses. We need 



professionals and training to support collective mental health. We need the time and resources dedicated to 
extensive/deep training in restorative practices, de-escalation and conflict resolution. 
 
This is not about simply taking something away. Our students have real needs and fears and pain and so do 
all of us who work in our school buildings, and we have to acknowledge all of that and talk about it and 
address it. But I believe if we get to the root of these fears and ask ourselves what we truly need in order to 
feel safe, we can collectively vision something better than what we‚Äôve had up until now. 
 
We can look to other schools and communities who have been doing this work and trying new models, and 
we can look to history and remember these ideas are not new. 
 
The world we deserve cannot wait. We need it now. Now is the time to collectively vision and create the 
schools and communities we truly deserve. Listen to Black students. Follow their leadership in this moment. 
Thank you. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:35:36 PM AST 
Leslie Maxwell 
146 Chateau Road 
Durham NC 27704 
 
Please cancel DPS's contract with Durham County Sherriff's Office. Imagine what we could do with the money 
instead of having SROs!  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:35:41 PM AST 
Emma Teman 
2509 Fairlawn Road 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Emma Teman. I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
school resource officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing such as counselors, nurses, and social workers. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:35:48 PM AST 
Absaroka 
822 Clarendon St  
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"As a former duke student who has moved back to Durham because I love the community here, I am deeply 
concerned about the presence of police in our schools. I support taking cops out of our schools, and using 



those funds instead to support better mental health/social services for our youth. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:36:05 PM AST 
Ann Blake Hobson 
1005 West Main Street 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
I think the Durham Public Schools Board of Education should cancel its contract with the Durham Police. 
Having policeman in schools is unnecessary. That contract money could be better spent improving education 
outcomes for the public school students. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:36:54 PM AST 
Candace Burch 
1825 James Street 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Candace Burch and I am a resident of the Lakewood neighborhood in Durham. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:37:00 PM AST 
Robin Blazing 
162 Grey Elm Trl. 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
" 
My name is Robin Blazing and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 1:37:24 PM AST 
Anne Taliaferro Sider 
3703 Sunningdale Way 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
I am a Durham resident and DPS educator. I stand with DPS students asking to remove SROs from our schools 
and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:37:56 PM AST 
Melissa Whaling 
100 Stratford Lakes Dr. #300 
Durham NC 27713 
 
"Hello, my name is Melissa Whaling and I have been a Durham resident for more than 4 years. I stand with 
DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect those 
funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
Thank you for the consideration of this comment." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:38:02 PM AST 
Eva Flowe 
924 Urban Ave 
Durham NC 27701 
 
My name is Eva and I am a Durham resident and Riverside High School student. I stand with that students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health 
and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support students mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:38:16 PM AST 
Kami Roush 
2021 Chapel Hill Rd 
27707 
 
"My name is Kami and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 



needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:38:27 PM AST 
Diquan A Edmonds 
100 Stratford Lakes Dr. #300 
Durham NC 27713 
 
"Hello, my name is Diquan Edmonds and I have been a Durham resident for more than 4 years. I stand with 
DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect those 
funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
Thank you for the consideration of this comment." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:39:02 PM AST 
Sara Heilman 
101 Wannamaker Drive 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Sara Heilman and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:39:12 PM AST 
Ricky Rodriguez  
2021 Chapel Hill Rd 
27707 
 
"My name is Ricky and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 



be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:39:40 PM AST 
Oluoma Chukwu 
3743 SW Durham Dr. 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
My name is Oluoma Chukwu and I am a Durham Resident. I stand with DPS Students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:39:44 PM AST 
Sandy Ruiz, MSW, LCSW     (LCAS,CCS retired) 
1008 Bellenden Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"As a retired Substance abuse professional, I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of students. Please redistribute funds to critical student safety practices and resources and hire many 
more social workers and nurses. I believe this will be a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I absolutely support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student drug use and mental health. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered.‚Äù I believe professional interventions are effective and have been seriously 
hindered in our schools by the use of funds for law enforcement instead of hiring professionals trained in 
evidence based practices 
 
The Board of Education meeting is Wednesday June 10, 2020 at 5:00 pm. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:39:45 PM AST 
Mary Catherine Hall 
1610 Hamlin Road 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"Please cancel the DPS contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs Department. In my 12 years as a 
Durham resident, I am grateful to have had only a positive interaction with the Sheriff‚Äôs Department after 



my house was broken into. But the presence of police at DPS does not make students any safer and certainly 
does not serve to advance their education, emotional growth, or overall well-being. I understand that DPS is 
relatively well resourced compared to some districts, but the needs of a growing population are enormous 
and schools deserve more baseline support for students, teachers, and administrators, rather than police. 
Please consider the good this year‚Äôs $2.74M contract could do if reallocated to supplies, social workers, 
counselors, and more instead. I am proud of the way Durham supports its public schools and I hope we can 
once again lead the way in adopting necessary changes and putting students first, in this case by denying 
renewal of the Sheriff‚Äôs Department‚Äôs contract." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:40:45 PM AST 
Yamileth maya  
3937 Glenn rd  
Durham, nc, 27704 
 
"My name is Yamileth Maya. 
I used to be a dps student. 
I wanted to share my bad experiences with the school SRO‚Äôs. I have a lot but I just want to focus on two 
main ones. The first one I want to focus on is when I was in middle school. The officer at my middle school 
saw my self harm scars one day and told me to cover it up. She didn‚Äôt do her job correctly by letting the 
school counselors know like she needed to and she shamed for for having them. Later on I found out through 
my white friend that that same white SRO told her that she shouldn‚Äôt hang out with me anymore because I 
was a bad influence. Her reasoning behind that was that I was a poc with mental health issues. That was very 
hurtful to hear because that same SRO was always sweet to me but it turned out that she would say rude 
things about me behind my back. Why would the school SRO have to do that? The second experience I have 
to talk about is when I was in high school. I was raped and when I told the school the SRO‚Äôs and school 
staff tried to force me to talk about my experience. The same people who raped me had gone after multiple 
other girls. They explained to me how they would target the girls. They have me details on another girl‚Äôs 
trauma which I assume she did not give them permission to tell me. They tried guilt tripping me by saying 
things like ‚Äúdon‚Äôt you want to help the other girls‚Äù ‚Äúyou can help stop this‚Äù ‚Äúit will be on you if 
there are more victims‚Äù. They already had other girls willing to talk about it. I was not willing to. They tried 
to hard to get me to talk. It was a painful and horrible experience. I never want anyone to have to go through 
experiences like that too. These students deserve real help which is not what SRO‚Äôs do. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:40:56 PM AST 
John Strickler 
4110 Talcott Dr 
Durham 
 
"My name is John Strickler and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 



COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered. Kids need to know they're safe, not under 
suspicion. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:41:05 PM AST 
Julie Leopold 
1100 North Street 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"As a former teacher at Northern HS and a community member I would rather see the money from the SRO 
program go towards having a full time nurse, social worker, psychologist, etc. at every school. Alternatively I 
would like to see ALL workers in the building to be employed by the district with a living minimum wage and 
benefits. I think we also need to listen to our students when the tell us they feel uncomfortable, on edge, or 
even scare around law enforcement and we need to recognize that mental well-being and security are 
important components of overall safety. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:41:21 PM AST 
Georgia Young 
4302 Forest Edge Trail 
27705 
 
"My name is Georgia Young and I am a Durham resident, and have been for the past 14 years. I stand with 
DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and 
redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to 
critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations 
for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic 
stress and trauma is more critical than ever, andmust be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:41:49 PM AST 
Kayla Wingard 
5639 Old Chapel Hill Rd, APT 509 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"As a Durham resident, I state my support for the removal of School Resource Officers (SROs) from DPS 
schools and in their place, the investment in professionally trained personnel to support students such as 
trauma-informed and culturally responsive counselors, nurses, and social workers. " 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 1:41:56 PM AST 
Elizabeth Brewington  
504 East Pettigrew St. Apt 558  
Durham NC 27701 
 
"My name is Elizabeth  and I am a Durham resident.  I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. The need 
was there before covid but  during the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:41:59 PM AST 
Cassandra Rowe 
1907 Strebor Street 
Durham 
 
My name is Cassandra Rowe and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:42:01 PM AST 
Joscelyn Hernandez 
205 Dovershire Prkwy 
Durham NC 27704 
 
Cops should be removed from schools and the money should be put into more educational programs and 
improving classrooms for students.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:42:31 PM AST 
Samuel Lawrence  
2605 chapel hill rd  
Durham nc 27707 
 
"As a therapist in the community working with children who have experienced trauma I ask you to please 
remove police officers from schools and invest in other trained professionals to assist children with 
behavioral challenges. I have observed many situations in which police, though usually well intentioned, end 



up further escalating my clients, leading to more severe behavioral incidents in school. I believe that having 
police in schools make children feel like school is more about controlling children than helping them develop 
emotionally and intellectually. This sends the wrong message to children and contributes to their anger 
toward authority figures at school. I believe our schools would function better if funds were reallocated to 
pay for additional EC educators and mental health professionals. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:42:47 PM AST 
Jeffrey A Teitel 
600 Constitution Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I support removing School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirecting the funds to 
meet the real health and safety needs of our students. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:43:39 PM AST 
Marsha Green 
1010 Wells Street 
Durham 
 
"I am in support of reducing or eliminating the money currently being paid to the Sheriff's office for school 
resource officers and using that money for more counselors and social workers who can help address issues 
proactively with long term solutions, rather than just policing behavior. We do not need to model force as 
part of an education atmosphere. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:43:43 PM AST 
antonia terrazas 
325 Wildberry lane  
Durham NC 27705 
 
"My name is Antonia Terrazas and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, andmust be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 1:44:36 PM AST 
Pam Dardess 
104 Alumni Ave 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"As a DPS parent of an elementary school student and a high school student, I urge the school board to 
cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. Resources currently dedicated for this 
contract would be better used to support staff and programs who are trained and equipped to help our 
students and de-escalate issues. As a parent, I would feel that my children were far safer with alternate 
resources in place. We need to be better than we currently are in Durham, and this would represent a 
significant step." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:44:39 PM AST 
Peter Morse 
104 West Edgewood Drive 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"To the Board of Education, 
 
My name is Peter Morse, and I‚Äôm a resident of Durham and a postdoctoral researcher in the Chemistry 
department at Duke University. I am writing because I think it‚Äôs important for us to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and to reinvest that money in programs that address the health 
and safety needs of our community‚Äôs children. Having personally grown up in a community which had 
significant sources of violence, many of my classmates saw school as one of the safe zones, particularly if they 
came from abusive households. Whether or not an SRO means well and has all of the best intentions, they 
often trigger trauma in children with traumatic backgrounds, causing them to act out or to be unable to 
focus. I understand that our community has very real needs, but we should approach those needs 
compassionately through the use of trauma-informed social workers, more robust after-school programs, 
and smaller classrooms, rather than through policing. I know that the school board is facing a very divisive 
issue, but in all actions, we must hold ourselves accountable to the children who need our help the most. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Peter 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:44:41 PM AST 
Alyson Boyer Rode 
5909 Mountain Island Drive 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
I would like the city to cancel it's contract with the sheriff's department. I think the 2 million dollars would be 
better served by putting social services and more guidance counselors in our schools. 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 1:44:48 PM AST 
Ruth Kathol Browne 
502 Bingham St 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
My name is Ruth Browne and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPA Students and Staff asking to remove 
school Resource Officers (SROs) from our school‚Äôs and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students.  I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham Youth with 
professionals who are trained to support students mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:44:51 PM AST 
Rebecca Cray Concha 
810 Ninth Street 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Rebecca Concha and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking for the 
removal of School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools. There is no clear evidence that SROs keep our 
students safe and especially pose a threat to the futures of our black and brown children. I support the call to 
allocate the $2.74M currently spent on SROs towards professionals better trained to support the health, 
safety and well-being of all Durham youth. Give our students the trauma-informed and culturally responsive 
bilingual counselors, nurses and social workers they need to thrive and pursue brighter futures to the benefit 
of our entire community." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:45:27 PM AST 
Emerson Goldstein 
105 E Club Boulevard 
Durham 
 
"Hi there. i'm writing to stand with DPS students and staff in asking to remove School Resource Officers 
(SROs) from Durham Public Schools and redirect the funds to meets students' mental health and safety 
needs. I support this call to invest in the support, safety, and success of Durham youth and replace SROs with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:46:50 PM AST 
Alex Johnson 
Duke University 
Durham, NC 
 



Police should not be present in Durham schools! Stop funding a dangerous police presence in schools.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:47:06 PM AST 
Beau Borek 
1811 Northgate St 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"My name is Beau Borek and I stand with fellow staff members and students of DPS in demanding the 
removal of SROs from schools and redirecting that money to meet the safety and health needs of students 
and staff. I support the call to invest in the health and success of Durham youth‚Äîhire more trauma 
informed, bilingual counselors, nurses and teachers and raise the wage of classified staff" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:47:36 PM AST 
Grant Miller 
2015 Ashe Street 
Durham, NC, 27703 
 
"Hello, my name is Grant Miller and I am a Durham resident. I do not believe SROs receive adequate training 
to fully provide what our children need, beyond protection during a potential school shooting. I would highly 
recommend a shift in resources to counselors and social workers who are trained in working with children in 
conflict de-escalation and restorative practices. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:47:49 PM AST 
Kevin Gray Lloyd 
2817 SARAH AVENUE 
DURHAM 
 
"The regrettable and provocative actions of police around the country has confirmed the fears that many of 
us held about police in our community. Our students are not made safer by SROs in schools, but SRO's 
presence carry the threat of state-sanctioned violence against students. This constant, silent threat is not lost 
on our students and it undermines the trust that students have in their schools, teachers, and administrators. 
I have heard this very view from the mouths of my high school students. "This school doesn't care about me" 
"The cops are just here to keep us in line".  
 
However, concerns about school shootings are valid. I suggest the Board end it's relationship with the 
Durham County Sheriff's Department and use the time until in-person school resumes to develop a new 
contract. The new contract should end the practice of deputies patrolling the school, end locker/car searches 
except when credible information about a weapon exists, end the use of police/drug dogs, and only post 
deputies at entrances and in the office as a deterrent to the would-be murderous school shooters. 
 
Thank you for considering my concerns. 



Kevin Lloyd 
DPS Teacher" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:47:51 PM AST 
Katherine LeVigne 
103 East Club Blvd 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"My name is Katherine, I‚Äôm a resident of Durham, and I stand with DPS staff and students in demanding 
the removal of SROs from our schools. We can use that money instead to meet the needs of students, 
whatever those may be. I support investment in the safety and success of Durham‚Äôs youth, by hiring health 
mental care professionals, counselors, and nurses instead of SROs. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:47:51 PM AST 
KATIE Hanzalik 
2408 Mcgehee St 
27707 
 
Reduce funding to the Durham Police Department and apply that funding to schools. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:48:00 PM AST 
Ryan Nilsen 
115 W. Edgewood Dr.  
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"My name is Ryan Nilsen, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with Durham Public Schools students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:48:11 PM AST 
Caitlin Bunch 
2817 Sarah Avenue 
Durham 



 
"The DPS school board needs to cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriff Department. Our 
students don't need more policing, particularly when black students are arrested almost six times more often 
than white students. Put the funds you would have spent on the contract toward resources that help 
students, such as counselors and nurses and other social resources - things we know help kids succeed and 
stay safe. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:48:17 PM AST 
Rebecca Lane 
1126 Saxony Drive 
27707 
 
" 
My name is Rebecca Lane and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to REMOVE 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:48:20 PM AST 
Michael Jones 
5103 Copper Ridge Dr Apt 102 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
The over 2 million dollars committed to school resource officers should be reallocated away from officers of 
the Sheriff's department and instead to members of the community that can assist the successful outcomes 
of our students.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:49:56 PM AST 
Anna Rotar 
3412 Ogburn Court 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove SROs from our schools. I urge you to follow the recent 
example set by the Minneapolis public school system and end the contract that places officers in our schools. 
These funds would be much better allocated towards resources like counselors, social workers, and nurses to 
meet the health and safety needs of our students. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:49:56 PM AST 



Chelsea Fries 
2408 White Pine Dr 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"Hello, my name is Chelsea Fries and I have been a resident of Durham since 2012. I am writing on behalf of 
DPS students, teachers, and staff that are urgently in need of trained staff for mental health, counseling, and 
safety. I stand against the use of massive educational funds to place School Resource Officers in our schools 
and urge you to invest in education and safety in other ways. To this end, please consider reallocating SRO 
funds  towards counselors, mental health professionals, and increased wages for teachers. Thank you for 
considering, Chelsea Fries. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:49:59 PM AST 
Katherine Jacobs 
1000 N Duke St Apt 25 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff as to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) 
from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:50:25 PM AST 
Wyatt Champion 
1105 Taylor St., Durham, NC 
Durham 
 
"My name is Wyatt, a Durham resident, and I stand with DPS students and staff in asking to remove SROs 
from our schools. I know first-hand that school budgets are stretched very thin, and that an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of remedy. Funds allocated towards youth mentoring, access to support systems 
and creative outlets, and efforts to focus on mental health as a whole will do far more good than funding in-
school police officers. Thank you for your time." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:50:29 PM AST 
Gabriel Goldhagen 
1402 faber street 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Gabe Goldhagen and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 



a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, andmust be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:51:25 PM AST 
Courtney McGuire 
3114 Tripoli Drive  
Durham, NC 27713 
 
I urge the School Board to cancel its $2.7 million contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department.  Our 
students do not need cops in their schools.  They need additional counselors and other supportive staff who 
can help guide them to make better decisions rather than police officers who escalate issues way beyond 
anything necessary.  Let's cut the schools-to-prison pipeline in Durham and help all of our students succeed 
by reinvesting that $2.7 million into school staff members who will actually support our students! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:51:32 PM AST 
Veronica Dress  
900 Iredell St 
Durham NC 27705 
 
I ask as a concerned citizen that you end your contract with DPD and cease the presence of SROs at schools. 
Please use that money to invest in increased nursing staff and social workers/counselors for DPS schools. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:51:38 PM AST 
Natalie Boyden 
4319 Lazyriver Dr 
Durham 
 
"As a DPS parent, I want to see the health and safety needs of our students & staff taken seriously. That 
means investing in strategies that have proven to better benefit all students, who deserve support rather 
than policing. I want to see these funds re-allocated to prioritize the needed services of school nurses, 
bilingual counselors, psychologists, and social workers who are trauma-informed and culturally responsive. 
These funds should be divested from school resource officers, who do not provide these same critically-
needed services. I stand with DPS students and staff asking for Durham Public Schools to discontinue its 
contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource officers, and instead invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth." 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 1:51:40 PM AST 
Sara Bausch 
5500 Fortunes Ridge Dr, 63C 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am Sara Bausch, and I am a Durham resident and member of the Durham Women's Commission. I stand 
with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and 
redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to 
critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations 
for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic 
stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:52:02 PM AST 
Daniela Hernandez 
614 Snow Crest Trail 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Daniela and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:52:44 PM AST 
Laurel Shulman 
3421 Old Chapel Hill Rd. 
Durham 
 
"Our students do not need to be surveilled, policed and controlled. We need mental health professionals, 
bilingual counselors and nurses. We need professionals and training to support collective mental health. We 
need the time and resources dedicated to extensive/deep training in restorative practices, de-escalation and 
conflict resolution. Now is the time to collectively vision and create the schools and communities we truly 
deserve." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:53:18 PM AST 



Perry Simmons 
1104 Camden Avenue 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
Please reallocate the funding for SROs in public schools to other sources that are more helpful to children. 
Using the force of law to address children‚Äôs behavioral issues is a net negative on our community and 
detrimental to our children‚Äôs growth and education. We need to re-evaluate what jobs the police are best 
equipped to handle and taking care of and disciplining our children is not one of them. Please remove SROs 
from schools and consider alternative ways to direct funding to support children in need rather than punish 
them. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:53:29 PM AST 
Ashley Carmen Kuan 
1307 Maryland Ave 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Carmen Kuan, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students asking Durham Public 
Schools to end their contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. I ask instead that DPS redirect 
the funds to hire trauma-informed, restorative-focused, bilingual professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing. I ask that these funds be redirected to initiate and support alternative 
programs that are focused on teaching restorative practices and emotional wellbeing to students for at least 
two years in each Durham County Public school. It has long been crucial to demilitarize schools by eliminating 
police presence, and it is especially crucial at this moment in time. To end the contract with the Durham 
County Sheriff's department and reallocate these funds signifies three things: 1) DPS is invested first and 
foremost in the personal growth and well-being of its students to "ignite [their] limitless potential"; 2) DPS is 
actively working to eliminate racial inequities in the Durham education system and stem the school-to-prison 
pipeline; and 3) DPS understands the need to dismantle power structures in order to fulfill their mission to  
"embrace, educate, and empower every student to innovate, serve, and lead." " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:53:30 PM AST 
Danette Wilkins 
80 W Trinity Ave 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Danette Wilkins and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 1:54:06 PM AST 
Eliza C Rose 
2509 Glendale Avenue 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
I believe any officers acting on behalf of law enforcement agencies have no place in Durham schools. I 
support the removal of all SROs from schools and the reallocation of funds to pay the workforce of the 
Durham public school system. Thank you for your time! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:54:09 PM AST 
Laura Sell 
1211 Antler Point Drive 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am a Durham Public Schools parent and I stand with Durham Public Schools students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health 
and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. My 
son suffered a minor medical incident at school last year and because there was no nurse on duty, 911 had to 
be called for assistance. This caused both unnecessary alarm and expense. My son also had trouble getting 
appointments with his counselor during the school year because she was so overworked, with only 5 
counselors to serve over 2000 students. I urge you to redirect funds from policing our students to caring for 
their health." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:55:00 PM AST 
Amy Farinelli 
709 Audubon Lake Dr. 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Amy Farinelli and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. As a resident and voter in Durham, thank you for you 
consideration." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:55:02 PM AST 
Walker Grimshaw 
802 Kent Street, Unit A 
Durham, NC, 27701 



 
"I encourage the Durham Public Schools to end its contract with the Durham Sheriff's office. While the SROs 
at schools may be well-intentioned to keep students, staff, and faculty safe, I believe they do more harm than 
good and are not the appropriate method to keep students safe and make sure they feel safe as well." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:55:24 PM AST 
Jennifer McMorrow 
4 Allen Moore Ct. 
27703 
 
Police in schools do not make our kids safer. Please cancel your contract with the police and redirect that 
funding toward school counseling and other areas of need that will improve the educational outcomes of our 
community‚Äôs children.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:56:13 PM AST 
Manny enamorado 
2413 n roxboro st 
27704 
 
"As a student attending riverside high school, there was no greater threat to my safety than  the sro‚Äôs.  
Why is it that us student‚Äôs  feel more persecuted than protected by the officers at our schools" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:56:40 PM AST 
Emily Tucker 
1430 Ida St 
27705 
 
"I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students  and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers from 
Durham schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing.  
Thank you, 
Emily Tucker" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:56:57 PM AST 
Jane Swart 
1403 Sedgefield Street 
Durham 



 
"I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking the Durham County School Board to end 
their contract with the sheriff's department and redirect those funds towards trained professionals including 
trauma-informed and bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers. Officers' presence in our schools does 
not keep our students safe. Professionals trained to support student's health do. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:57:02 PM AST 
sass art 
516 spruce st 
Durham, NC, 27703 
 
My name is Sass and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SRO‚Äôs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and safety. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:57:03 PM AST 
David Fiflis 
13102 McQueen Dr 
Durham 
 
My name is David Fiflis and I am a Durham Resident. I stand with DPS studentsand staff asking to remove 
school resource officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
student. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:57:11 PM AST 
Bex Forcier 
210 Normandy St 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I am writing to demand that DPS terminate its contract with the Sheriff's department. This contract amounts 
to nearly three million dollars and goes toward staffing schools with so-called "school resource officers." 
 
Let us be clear: This contract puts police in our schools. To have them anywhere, but especially in schools, is a 
psychological and bodily threat to Black and brown students. DPS promises "An Excellent School for Every 
Student." Policing our schools is a contradiction to that promise. 
 
In lieu of a contract with the Sheriff's department, I am asking you to reallocate that portion of the budget to 
hiring trauma-informed and culturally-responsive counselors, social workers, and nurses. These professionals 
provide actual resources that our students need. 



 
I believe a better world is possible. Do you?" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:57:47 PM AST 
Michael Young 
1724 white pine dr  
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
I would like to state my support for reallocating budget currently spent on school resource officers to hire 
additional counselors/ social workers better trained to meet particular under-attended student needs and 
create a more productive rather than punitive educational environment. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:58:09 PM AST 
Jennifer Frye 
216 E. Markham Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Dear Superintendent Mubenga and Durham School Board Members,  
 
I am writing as a concerned Durham resident to support the calls from students, parents, educators, PTA 
leaders and community members for Durham Public Schools to cancel its contract with the Durham County 
Sheriff's Department. 
 
It is way past time to get law enforcement out of schools and invest in supporting students in ways that 
prioritize their physical, emotional and mental well-being, and their futures. No child should be criminalized 
for challenges that require listening, care, support, and healing.   
 
I cannot say it any better than Aissa Dearing, a graduating high school senior at JDC Early College who has 
been working on this issue. I hope you read her letter, and saw the massive support she got for it through 
social media. I support her and the thousands who join her in advocating for an end to SROs in Durham 
schools, and reallocating resources to the caring professionals like nurses, counselors, and sexual health 
educators, and to funding restorative justice practices that center learning, wholeness and healing for young 
people.  
 
Sincerely,  
Jenn Frye 
E. Markham Ave." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:58:23 PM AST 
Sophia Jeffery 
1340 Campus Drive 



Durham, NC, 87544 
 
My name is Sophie and I am a resident of Durham. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
students. I support the goal to invest in Durham students with teachers who are trained and can support the 
mental health needs of the community. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:58:28 PM AST 
Eric Knight 
208 rigsbee ave #204 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Eric Knight and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
andmust be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:58:33 PM AST 
Rebecca L Asser 
3710 Four Seasons Dr. 
Durham 
 
My name is Rebecca Asser and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS Students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:58:44 PM AST 
Brooke Heuts 
2905 university dr 
Durham NC 27707 
 
My name is Brooke Heuts and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to REMOVE 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:58:46 PM AST 
Neil Hershberger 
2800 Lexington Street 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Dear Durham County School Board, 
My name is Neil Hershberger. I am a former resident (1984-2019) of Durham, a clinical social worker who 
served Durham and Wake Counties, and former student who matriculated through your school system (E.K. 
Powe, Brogden, & Riverside). I am writing in solidarity with students and staff of Durham County who support 
the removal of School Resource Officers from your campuses. I sincerely believe that funds put toward your 
contract with Sheriff's Department would be better invested in social workers, support staff, nurses, and 
other professions who are directly trained and certified to address the health and wellness of your students. 
It is important that these staff be culturally responsive, bilingual, and informed by evidence based therapies. 
My experiences with SRO's during my time in Durham County Schools was largely negative, and I witnessed 
many incidences of overstepping, intimidation, and aggression by these officers in situations that would have 
been better addressed by someone trained to meet the emotional and developmental needs of those they 
served. Your schools can be a place of healing for many kids, but you must choose to invest in the mental and 
physical health of those in your care, rather than in officers who are not trained to meet these specific and 
vitally important needs. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:58:58 PM AST 
Robert Oehler 
1401 Gunter St 
Durham 
 
I believe the school board should cancel it's contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department and 
reallocate those funds towards improvements to school facilities and programs.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:59:18 PM AST 
Corey Bray 
910 9th St Apt B 
Durham 
 
"I'm asking you to defund the school to prison pipeline: get cops out of schools, stop caging children, and put 
that funding into increasing wages for Durham Public Schools staff to a $15/hour minimum. 
  
I know that the budget for Durham‚Äôs youth detention center is $1.28 million and that the cost of putting 
police officers in Durham Public Schools is $2.74 million. That‚Äôs too much money going into locking up and 
policing the children that are our future, rather than teaching them. 
  



Move the funding dedicated to police and the school to prison pipeline to salary increases for the workers at 
our schools who ensure Durham kids receive a quality education. Especially in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, our Durham community needs to be investing in our people‚Äôs wellness and education, not mass 
incarceration. 
  
Act today to ensure all DPS staff receive a minimum of $15/hour by defunding the school to prison pipeline. 
 
Thank you for your time." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:59:21 PM AST 
Laura Wagner 
905 Demerius Street 
Durham 
 
"My name is Laura Wagner and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
discontinue contracting with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for school resource officers (SROs). Funds should 
instead be redirected to meet the health and safety needs of Durham's students. I support the call to invest 
in the safety and success of Durham youth with nurses, counselors, social workers, and other professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. Students need support, especially during this 
pandemic, not policing." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:59:31 PM AST 
Noah Rosenblatt-farrell  
2115 pershing st 
durham, nc 27705 
 
"my daughter went to riverside & i heard many stories that made me question the value of having law 
enforcement presence daily onsite, especially when they escalated rather than de-escalated tense situations 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 1:59:35 PM AST 
Ashley M 
2901 Bertland Avenue 
DURHAM, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Ashley and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 



pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:00:01 PM AST 
Rachel Katz 
919 N Buchanan Blvd 
Durham 
 
"My name is Rachel Katz and I am a Durham resident. I believe that the $2.74 million contract between the 
Sheriff‚Äôs department and DPS should be ended. The funds should be reallocated to replaces SROs with 
trained professionals who can support students‚Äô mental health, success, and wellbeing." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:00:03 PM AST 
Maria facelli 
809 shepherd st 
Durham, nc, 27701 
 
"I‚Äôm deeply concerned about budget allocations. I strongly disagree with spending money on policing 
instead of teachers, councilors and effective trauma informed gang and violence reduction. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:00:08 PM AST 
Jennifer Waldkirch 
500 Laurel Springs Drive 
Durham 
 
I am a resident of Durham who would like to see Durham Public Schools cancel its contract with the Sheriff's 
department.  Law enforcement in schools do little to increase public safety and they often have the opposite 
effect by targeting and criminalizing students of color.  Please use that 2.47 million to invest in the education 
of underfunded communities. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:00:13 PM AST 
Braedyn Mallard  
2905 university dr  
Durham NC 27707 
 
My name is Braedyn Mallard and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
REMOVE SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 



professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:00:18 PM AST 
Hallie Kennedy 
1019 Onslow Street 
Durham 
 
"My name is Hallie Kennedy and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:00:41 PM AST 
Amy Dillon 
4104 Indigo Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Amy Dillon. I am a Durham resident and parent of two DPS students. I stand with DPS students 
and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds 
to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social 
workers and nurses. This is especially important now, with the increased demands the pandemic has placed 
on ensuring the physical, mental, and emotional health of our students. 
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address 
chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be 
considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:01:36 PM AST 
Jason Blyskal 
8 Banneret Pl 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
My name is Jason Blyskal and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to REMOVE 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and to REDIRECT the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 



professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:02:12 PM AST 
Jess Epsten 
1010 Monmouth Ave.  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Jess Epsten, I am a Durham resident, and a future youth librarian. I stand with DPS students like 
Aissa Lynn in demanding that the Durham County School Board follow in the footsteps of Minneapolis and 
Portland in ENDING your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. We already know that cops 
do not make our students safer (and there is no published research that supports the claim that they do), but 
trauma-informed counselors and nurses DO. The county spends a measly $15K on trying out an alternative to 
policing in our schools (with ONE restorative justice project at ONE DPS school) while spending MILLIONS on 
militarizing school spaces with police presence and equipment. this is unacceptable and dangerous. You can 
claim to care about our young people when you won't LISTEN to them and what they need. The school-to-
prison-pipeline has to go and you are each responsible for the power you hold in dismantling it. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:02:21 PM AST 
Rachel Werz 
515 S. Mangum St. 
 Durham, NC 27701 
 
My name is Rachel Werz and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from the schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support students mental health and healing. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:02:30 PM AST 
Kate Nunke 
311 S LaSalle St. 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
" I'm a DPS teacher. I'm writing about the immediate need to listen and respond to our students to keep 
them safe. I am aware that the Durham County Board of Commissioners voted to allocate $2.7 million to 
police in DPS. Students and staff have already reached out to you about terminating your contract with the 
Durham County Sheriff's Department and removing SROs from schools. Based on many studies and reports, 
SROs don't keep schools safe or students safe. Police presence in schools heightens anxiety and fear for those 
who are often targeted by police. This ultimately promotes the school-to-prison pipeline. In solidarity with 
fellow DPS employees, DPS students, BYP100, Durham Beyond Policing Coalition, and other community-
based efforts. I call on DPS to listen to its community and remove SROs from DPS, end all collaboration with 
the Sheriff's Department, and reallocate the $2.7 million to programs and services for students, and 



determined by students. I encourage you to re-examine the DPS Strategic Plan and ask yourself if Priority 2 
and Priority 4 are still priorities because right now you are failing to honor those priorities.¬†" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:02:34 PM AST 
Meredith Hart 
304 Gresham Avenue 
Durham 
 
"Dear Board of Education, 
I urge you to divert funding from police officers in public schools toward hiring and training more nurses, 
counselors, social workers, and teachers. Children in need will benefit from more intervention by trained, 
empathetic advocates rather than law enforcement. I'd also encourage emphasis on arts and physical 
education as these are the things that help students process and implement the things they learn in the 
classroom. 
Thank you for your consideration." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:02:48 PM AST 
Caroline owen 
105 e Murray avenue 
Durham nc 27704 
 
Cancel the contract with the sheriffs department and remOve cops from schools. Redistribute that money to 
social reform 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:03:21 PM AST 
Sarah Morris 
2200 University Drive 
Durham 
 
"My name is Sarah Morris and I'm a Durham resident, a former teacher, and a librarian. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect funds to meet 
the health and success of our young people for counselors, nurses, social workers, and adequately paid 
instructors. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:04:03 PM AST 
Norma Enciso 
702 Poplar St 
Durham, NC 27703 



 
"My name is Norma Enciso and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:04:05 PM AST 
Megan Honig 
501 Willard St 
Durham. NC 27701 
 
"As a Durham resident, I want to add to the voices asking that Durham Public Schools remove School 
Resource Officers and all police presence from schools. Police do NOT improve the health and well-being of 
students. Please instead direct those resources toward educational, social, and cultural resources that DO 
improve students' lives." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:04:10 PM AST 
Paul Mirek 
3049 Marywood Drive 
Durham, NC, 27712 
 
I am in favor of canceling the contract with the Durham County Sheriff department and investing these funds 
in the well-being of students and their communities. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:04:17 PM AST 
Michelle Suzanne Runyon 
18 Balmoray Court Unit 23 
Durham 
 
My name is Michelle Runyon and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds yo meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 2:04:18 PM AST 
Sara Thomson 
1509 n Duke St 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"I am a mental health social worker and a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
Over policing our schools widens the racial divide and perpetuates the school to prison pipeline. Prevention 
and intervention for students with behavioral concerns should be our main focus. Neither of which can be 
provided by SROs." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:04:36 PM AST 
Corbin Lynch 
702 Poplar St 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is Corbin Lynch and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:04:46 PM AST 
Heather Epes 
506 N Greensboro St 
Carrboro 
 
"My goddaughter goes to Durham public schools. I am the school administrator of a Montessori school in 
Chapel Hill. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (what a ridiculous 
name) from our schools and redirect the funds to REAL RESOURCES designed to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
Durham schools are underfunded while Durham Police funds are prioritized over the actual social human 
needs of the community and educational spaces. END the $2.74 million contract with the Sheriffs 
department. PUT DPS students and staff FIRST. REDIRECT police to funds to community and social support 



funds. IMAGINE and BUILD something better for ALL of us. There is no real excuse to do otherwise. NONE." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:05:11 PM AST 
Alex Craig 
2206 Carver St. 
Durham 27705 
 
My name is Alex and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:05:18 PM AST 
Laura Morrison 
324 Monmouth Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Laura Morrison and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in health, social care, and emotional care resources for 
Durham students." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:05:23 PM AST 
Stefanie Hoppins 
234 Argonne Dr 
Durham 
 
"My name is Stefanie and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:05:24 PM AST 
Anna Moxley 



735 Southpoint Crossing Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I urge you to defund SROs and increase funding in other areas such as mental health, restorative justice, 
etc." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:05:52 PM AST 
Jessica Luginbuhl 
1011 w Knox st.  
Durham Nc 27701 
 
I urge you all to follow in the footsteps Of Minnesota and Portland. END contracts with cops! Instead fund 
bilingual counselors and nurses who will make a positive difference!! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:06:48 PM AST 
Rachel Chapla 
1011 Green Street 
Durham 
 
My name is Rachel Chapla and I am a Durham resident.  I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students.  I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:08:03 PM AST 
Alison Spannaus 
888 Saratoga Dr 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
I encourage Durham Public Schools to divest from any relationships with the Durham Police Department. The 
school to prison pipeline is real and having police in schools doesn‚Äôt help our young people develop. I 
encourage you NOT to resign your contract with DPD and instead put that money towards counselors and 
social workers who can provide the support that our young people need. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:09:05 PM AST 
Michelle Heavener 
1405 Alabama Avenue 
Durham 



 
"Please follow Minneapolis, Portland, and other cities who have ended contracts with the Police 
departments. We do not need militarized schools. I support reallocating funds to mental health experts who 
can deescalate situations, and trauma informed bilingual counselors and nurses. Support the students, not 
the cops. Thank you! " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:10:18 PM AST 
Shaina Leverett 
1704 Englewood Ave 
Durham 
 
My name is Shaina and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove school 
resource officers (SRO's) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:10:55 PM AST 
Olivia Linn 
808 Clarendon St 
Durham 
 
My name is Olivia Linn and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking you to 
REMOVE SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health 
and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. Imagine what could be done 
with 2.74 MILLION dollars and an emphasis on education and emotional development rather than 
punishment and incarceration! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:11:41 PM AST 
Melissa Gwynn 
506 N Mangum St.  
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Melissa Gwynn, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students like Aissa Lynn in 
demanding that the Durham County School Board follow in the footsteps of Minneapolis and Portland in 
ENDING your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. Please redirect the funds to meet the 
health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 2:11:48 PM AST 
Elizabeth Jones  
2021 Pershing St. 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Elizabeth Jones and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. When I was a teacher, we were constantly required to use evidence 
based practices to teach students. Where is the evidence that SROs make schools safer? I support 
reallocating these funds to invest in more trained professionals such as mental health counselors, nurses and 
social workers. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:12:36 PM AST 
Amy Bogie 
3211 Winston Rd. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Amy Bogie and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:13:23 PM AST 
Tiffany Frye 
2415 Farthing Street 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"Please consider canceling your contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs Dept, or at the very least 
decreasing the funding given to School Resource Officers. Increase funding for mental health services. 
Children need to be protected with love and empathy, not persecuted with violence. End the school to prison 
pipeline. " 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 2:13:32 PM AST 
Dustin Britt 
1022 9th St. 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"As a middle and high school teacher, formerly with Durham Public Schools, but now in an adjacent county, I 
have had some very positive interactions with SROs who have served as advocates for many students. 
However, we need student advocates who are trained in social work and child psychology, not law 
enforcement. While there can be benefits to SRO presence at some schools, many students view the officers 
as aggressive, threatening figures, there to arrest or even shoot students for infractions. SROs are often sent 
in to deal with routine disciplinary issues, often exacerbating issues because of the presence of firearms, 
mace, and tasers so near students. Particularly for my black students, law enforcement are figures of violence 
and oppression and their presence in our classrooms and hallways is not only distracting students from 
learning, but causes trauma that does long-lasting damage to students emotionally. Their interaction with 
their school becomes one of combat and defensiveness, not one of collaboration and openness. Funds would 
be better spent on other interventions such as full time school social workers and school psychologists, 
behavioral intervention specialists, and extensive staff training in emotional support and deescalation with 
students and parents. I encourage the district to reallocate the dollars spent on hiring SROs toward the hiring 
of highly trained intervention professionals, not law enforcement officers, some of whom do their best, but 
who do not have the necessary skill set to deal with complex emotional situations. Thank you for taking the 
time to read and consider my statement. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:13:59 PM AST 
Sarah Jacobson Cohen 
6116 Chesden Drive 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"My name is Sarah Jacobson Cohen and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. The fact that we are funding SROs but do not have enough nurses, social workers, and 
school psychologists to support students is aggregious. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:14:39 PM AST 
Emmy Eide 
6 Premier Ct 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"I am a Durham resident and I stand with the DPS students and staff asking to remove school resource 
officers (SRO) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of 
our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more 
likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring 
our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, 



this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be 
addressed before academics can be considered. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:14:43 PM AST 
Chelsea Nehler, Ph.D. 
100 Renwood Grant Ct. 
Chapel Hill, NC, 27517 
 
"As a child development and educational assessment professional, I stand with DPS students and staff in 
demanding that SROs are removed from school premises and funds redirected to evidence-based practices 
and interventions that truly serve student mental health . Professionals who are equipped with the training 
and TEMPERAMENT to serve the health and safety of Durham's students will prove a wiser long term 
investment than police who have repeatedly proven themselves to be biased against students of color at the 
least and violent toward them at the worst. Make the hard choice today for a better future for Durham's 
youth." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:14:49 PM AST 
Norma-Jean Driscoll 
913 Dorothy Sanders Way 
Raleigh, NC, 27601 
 
My name is Norma-Jean and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:15:08 PM AST 
Ajit Anthony 
5116 carolwood lane 
Durham 
 
"My name is Ajit Anthony and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 2:16:01 PM AST 
Sarah Page 
1031 Laceflower Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Sarah Page and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:16:05 PM AST 
Rebecca LaMaire 
700 Laurel Springs Drive, Apt 720 
Durham NC 27713 
 
I encourage the school board to divest from the police and sheriff departments and instead reinvest that 
money into our schools. We all want our students to be safe at school but the SRO program does not ensure 
student safety. If Durham is serious about dismantling the school to prison pipeline divesting is a step in the 
right direction.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:16:12 PM AST 
Sarah Gray 
917 Burch Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"As a Durham resident, I support the recent petition by Aissa Dearing for DPS to terminate its partnership 
with the Durham County Sheriff's Department. I would like to see the enormous sum of money dedicated to 
Student Resource Officers (SROs) reallocated toward social workers, psychologists, and counselors. These 
individuals are trained to de-escalate student issues and will improve the coping strategies of students. 
Schools need to prioritize coping strategies and appropriate disciplinary techniques and SROs are not ideal 
for this. Please defund police presence in our public schools." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:16:27 PM AST 
Audrey 
910 Woodside park lane 



Durham , NC, 27704 
 
Cancel dps contract with the police department  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:16:40 PM AST 
Le'Andre Blakeney 
5010 Garrett Rd. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Le'Andre and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:16:41 PM AST 
Kaaren Haldeman 
1 W Bridlewood Trail 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"Thank you for requesting public comment in this moment of urgency in our city and more broadly across the 
country. As a DPS parent of two high schoolers, and the chair of the Jordan HS PTSA Safety and Wellness 
Committee and trained in Public Health, I support a strong and meaningful expansion of health and wellness 
workers in our schools and removing that charge from SROs. While I understand the role of SROs in terms of 
guarding schools from gunfire and other violence perpetrated against our school communities, I do not 
support their role in discipline or social-psychological care of our students. Right now, with the pressing 
pandemics of Covid19 and racial injustice, students and school communities are at great risk. I support full-
throttled investment in trauma-informed caregivers in our schools in the forms of social workers, nurses, 
community health care workers (eg promotoras), mental health and wellness workers, and other innovative 
programs including peer-led and peer-driven ideas. I also support trauma-informed wellness training for staff 
and admins not only for their students, but also for themselves. Specific attention must be given to Black and 
Brown students who continue to suffer disproportionately from both pandemics. I support lifting up their 
voices and input in this ongoing process and attention to hiring directly from communities of color to begin to 
meaningfully move DPS toward models of racial equity." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:16:49 PM AST 
Drew Bullock 
5420 Penrith Drive 



Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Student Resource Officers do not live up to their name. These police officers neither protect nor provide a 
useful resource to students in the schools they occupy. They create a hostile environment, especially in DPS 
schools, were there are huge populations of black, latinx, and other minority populations. Money would be 
better spent on social workers and school therapists who are better equipped to handle students who are 
having issues in school. As a DPS alumna I would like to provide a better, safer, and more harmonious 
learning environment for current and future students. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:17:16 PM AST 
Julia Pleasants 
1423 N Mangum St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Julia and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered. 
 
DPS has a chance to model the change we want to see in the US regarding policing versus resources and 
support. Start the movement.  
 
Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:17:25 PM AST 
Anna Benfield 
837 Berwyn Avenue 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
" 
‚ÄúMy name is Anna Benfield and I am a Durham resident with 2 young daughters who will attend DPS when 
they are older. I stand with Durham 
Public Schools students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers from our school buildings and 
redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to 
critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to 
meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a 
crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 



COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:17:49 PM AST 
Marisa Melchiorre 
1110 West Murray Ave 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
My name is Marisa Melchiorre and I stand with the teachers and students of DPS in ending the contract and 
removing resource officers from schools and instead using that funding for the health and well being of 
students.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:17:54 PM AST 
Christina Pipkin 
731 9th St. #50 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Christina and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:18:05 PM AST 
Hannah Ball-Damberg 
2320 Englewood Ave 
Durham 
 
"Dear Board of Education, 
  
I am a resident of Durham County, and was born and 
 raised here. I am also a Durham Public Schools educator, and I want you to defund the school to prison 
pipeline: get cops out of schools, stop caging children, and put that funding into increasing wages for Durham 
Public Schools staff to a $15/hour minimum. 
  
I know that the budget for Durham‚Äôs youth detention center is $1.28 million and that the cost of putting 
police officers in Durham Public Schools is $2.74 million. That‚Äôs too much money going into locking up and 
policing the children that are our future, rather than teaching them. 



  
Please move the funding dedicated to police and the school to prison pipeline to salary increases for the 
workers at our schools who ensure Durham kids receive a quality education, along with nurses, counselors, 
and social workers. Especially in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, our Durham community needs to be 
investing in our people‚Äôs wellness and education, not mass incarceration. 
  
Act today to ensure all DPS staff receive a minimum of $15/hour by defunding the school to prison pipeline. 
Thank you!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:18:16 PM AST 
Rebecca Bayham 
Trinity Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Hello,  
 
I request that the school board cancel its $2.74M contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department. I 
believe that guidance counselors and/or social workers who are trained in de-escalation and who have a 
better understanding of child/adolescent psychology will provide better outcomes for students than police 
officers.  
 
Thank you for your time." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:19:39 PM AST 
Gillian Galdy 
2413 Highland Ave 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"I am a DPS alum from DSA. I know from first hand experience that what the DPS students and staff need are 
counselors, nurses, and trauma-informed, crossed cultural responsive bilingual social workers, NOT police. I 
demand and end to the $2.74M contract with the Sherriff's department for "school resource officers", who in 
my experience do nothing more than stand around, disproportionately harass and abuse students of color, 
and eat. It is appalling that we spend so much money on this contract when it could be put to good use 
actually helping, healing, and educating the youth in the Durham community. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:20:07 PM AST 
Joshua Cox 
911 Prologue Rd 
Durham, NC 27712 
 



"Please continue to fund and provide adequate security especially to the middle and high schools in Durham. 
For the safety of all those on campus, it would make sense to continue the current program which, to my 
knowledge, has not seen significant problems or issues with Law Enforcement Officers on school property in 
the past. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:20:07 PM AST 
Roxana Bendezu 
816 Yancey St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"End your contract with the Police Department. The $2.74 million budget for school resource officers (SROs) 
is money that can be used for counselors, community-led solutions, and restorative justice." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:20:37 PM AST 
Stephen Atkinson 
107 W Geer St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Stephen Atkinson and I am a Durham resident who recently moved from Cary. Through this 
experience ‚Äî and through listening to and reading responses to the recent publicized instances of police 
brutality ‚Äî I've learned more about how policing inherently, violently targets lower-income, Black 
communities. In Cary, the dominant perception that I've observed among White people is that police make 
people safer. But there is no evidence to support this. Police are essential to maintaining inequality along 
class and racial lines. 
 
So why invest in police at the school level, through School Resource Officers? Why not take the millions of 
dollars currently going toward SROs and use it to invest in student well-being, through mental health 
professionals and nurses? We are at a unique moment in history where there is widespread energy and 
support for demands like these. Listen to Durham students and residents. Be on the right side of history. 
Please follow the lead of Minneapolis and Portland and end your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's 
department!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:21:00 PM AST 
Dylan traister  
707 yancey street 
Durham, nc 27701 
 
"As a Durham city and county resident, I, Dylan Traister, ask that the Durham Public School Board pull it‚Äôs 
contract with Durham County Sheriff Department. I stand with DPS students like Aissa Lynn, who are working 
to push Durham Public Schools to follow in the footsteps of other great cities like Minneapolis and Portland 
who have ENDED their contracts with police departments. 



 
Police and resource officers in school play a vital role in the school-to-prison pipeline, and are not equipped 
to help keep students safe in the same way as trauma-informed counselors and nurses DO. The millions spent 
on militarizing our schools must be diverted to giving children the proper and adequate care they need that is 
NOT provided by policing.  
 
Give our students the chances they deserve for a successful future by PULLING POLICE OUT OF SCHOOLS!!!! " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:21:20 PM AST 
Beth Clifford 
605 W Main Street #207 
Durham 
 
"Durham Public Schools needs to fully reckon with its historical dismissive-ness towards students who act out 
the trauma experienced in their personal lives. DPS has sent far too many (read: more than 1) students to 
JAIL and/or JUVY and has branded students with a label of "bad" that they afterwards need to confront 
internally and externally. DPS's progress in implementing restorative justice practices in place of punitive 
discipline is encouraging, but it is not enough. THE PRESENCE OF SCHOOL RESOURCES OFFICERS AND COPS IN 
OUR SCHOOLS MUST BE COMPLETELY ELIMINATED-- and the funds reallocated towards initiatives that truly 
keep ALL students safe, such as trauma-informed and culturally sensitive counselors, nurses, and social 
workers." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:21:20 PM AST 
Dianna Amasino 
122 Constitution Dr. 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Dianna and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to more directly address the health 
and safety needs of students. As a volunteer in the Durham schools for a number of years, I have seen police 
officers in school treat children in dehumanizing and harmful ways. This does not make school safer--it 
actively puts students in danger from adults in uniform. I support investing in the safety and success of 
Durham children by hiring professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:22:03 PM AST 
Darcy Vanderhoof 
1123 N Roxboro Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
My name is Darcy Vanderhoof and I am a Durham resident and DPS employee. I stand with DPS students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the 



health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:22:15 PM AST 
Marika Ball-Damberg 
915 Monmouth Avenue 
Durham 
 
Public school workers are vital to the success of any community. I support reallocating funds from the police 
department budget to raising school workers salaries. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:22:25 PM AST 
Emma Stein 
810 9th street 
27705 
 
End the practice of police in schools! INVEST IN THE KIDS. USE YOUR MONEY RIGHT! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:22:47 PM AST 
N Gumbs 
32 Hawthorne Dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
Police ‚Äúresource‚Äù officers have no place in schools 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:23:13 PM AST 
Lara O'Neil-Dunne 
2325 Cheek Road 
Durham 
 
I am a DPS teacher. I support those calling for the removal of SROs from schools and to reallocate funds to 
support the mental health of students. 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 2:23:31 PM AST 
Nelle Dunlap 
2506 Preston Ave 
Durham 
 
"My name is Nelle Dunlap and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:23:36 PM AST 
Emily Michelman 
925 WASHINGTON ST 
DURHAM 
 
"I am a school social worker working at a Durham Charter School.  We must stop the school to prison pipeline 
and that starts with getting better, more helpful resources in our schools. I stand with DPS students and staff 
who are asking to remove SROs from our schools and redirect the funds towards increased support and 
funding for true restorative justice practices in DPS Schools and additional mental health and physical health 
resources. -Emily Michelman" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:23:37 PM AST 
Alexandra Brock 
3313 Park Overook Dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"I watched Durham PD harass and threaten students while a high school student in Durham Public Schools. I 
have seen a cop at Durham School of the Arts threaten to arrest middle school students for swearing in public 
as well as threaten a $500 fine to a student challenging a cop‚Äôs authority. Criminalizing children at school is 
unacceptable. Black and brown students deserve to have learning environments safe from police 
descrimination, harassment, and brutality. Durham Public Schools should drop its contracts with police, and 
instead funnel that money toward resources for teachers and counselors, including more trauma-informed 
approaches." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:23:37 PM AST 
Gina Rose 
2337 Glendale Ave  



Durham, NC 27704 
 
I encourage the Board to dissolve the current relationship between DPS and the local police force. Police do 
not belong in our schools and their removal would be one step in deconstructing the school to prison 
pipeline.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:24:32 PM AST 
Rebecca Lane 
1126 Saxony Drive 
27707 
 
" 
My name is Rebecca Lane and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to REMOVE 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:25:17 PM AST 
Katherine Ruiz 
17 sweetbay court 
Durham, nc 27704 
 
" 
My name is Katherine Ruiz and I am a Durham resident and Holt Elementary parent. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:25:44 PM AST 
Jennifer Zhou 
506 N Buchanan Blvd 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Jennifer Zhou and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 



part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:25:57 PM AST 
Tricia Smar 
513 Valleymede Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
My name is Tricia Smar and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS staff and students asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:25:58 PM AST 
Jennifer Carroll 
307 E Hammond St. 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"My name is Dr. Jennifer Carroll. I am a Durham resident.  
 
I want to echo and offer my full and unmitigated support to the effort of DPS students and staff to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings. 
 
Further, I offer my full and unmitigated support to the redirection of funds currently used to support SROs in 
Durham schools to meet the real health and safety needs of our students.  
 
This includes the redistribution of funds to critical student safety practices and resources so as to better meet 
national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses in our schools. 
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address 
chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be 
considered. 
 
I call on the Board members to be courageous and to act in the best interest of our children and communities 
by removing SROs from Durham Public Schools." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:26:13 PM AST 
Rachel Schipull 



87 Intuition Circle 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Hello, my name is Rachel Schipull and I have lived in Durham several years. I stand with DPS students AND 
staff in asking that School Resource Officers (SROs) are removed from our schools. Redirect those funds to 
meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. Thank you 
and I'll look forward to your decision! " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:26:23 PM AST 
Elliot Berger 
2337 Glendale Ave 
27704 
 
Police out of Dps! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:26:24 PM AST 
Juliana de Groot 
1122 Iredell st  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Please, I urge you to end the contract with the Durham Police Department. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:26:32 PM AST 
Alejandra Mejia 
1000 N Duke St 
Durham 
 
"End your contract with the Police Department. The $2.74 million budget for school resource officers (SROs) 
is money that can be used for counselors, community-led solutions, and restorative justice." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:26:35 PM AST 
Jillian Riley 
414 Cecil St 
Durham 
 
Defund  police  and  security  budget and increase worker pay to $15 an hour for all DPS employees! 
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:26:56 PM AST 
Margaret Happi Adams 
2901 Broad St. 
Durham 
 
I am a teacher at Jordan High School and I am asking you to please defund and decrease the presence of 
SROs in Durham Public Schools. There are more pressing ways to spend this money in order to support our 
students' wellbeing and academic achievement.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:27:16 PM AST 
Rachel Mills 
1304 South St. 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Rachel Mills and I am a Durham resident and parent of a future DPS student. DPS students and 
staff have asked to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools, and I stand with them and 
echo this request. DPS should follow the lead of the school systems in Minneapolis and Portland who have 
removed SROs. Law enforcement in schools do not make them safer, but instead creates a "school to prison" 
pipeline which is detrimental to our students, particularly students of color. I implore you to reallocate funds 
that support the current contract with the Sheriff's department for SROs to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students through professionals like trauma-informed counselors and nurses who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:27:43 PM AST 
Natalie Gasparowicz 
903 Clarendon Street, Apt D 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
My name is Natalie and I am aa Durham resident.  I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and to redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:27:53 PM AST 
Rachel Salzberg 
403 1/2 N Gregson St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 



"Dear Durham Public Schools Board of Education,  
 
My name is Rachel Salzberg, and I am a Durham resident. I live right across the street from DSA. I stand with 
DPS students and staff, who are asking for two things in particular:  
 
1. To remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools, and  
2. To redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. 
 
It is essential to acknowledge the violence and disproportionate burden SROs place on students of color and 
other marginalized identities. This has always been the case, but the past few weeks illustrate that the public 
will no longer accept any other choice than to disassociate with the police. 
 
Please listen to the students and staff who are TELLING you what's needed. It is your time to listen and to act. 
If you need another reason to act, do so because you will be helping to change the tide of militarization 
within our schools. Do so not only because it is the right thing, but because you will be helping to lead the 
charge. Durham must continue to lead the way, so that children across the state and the country can also win 
this fight. 
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing.  
 
Please. 
Rachel Salzberg" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:28:05 PM AST 
Claire Wrenwood 
906 Orient St 
Durham 
 
"I am writing to demand that the Durham County school board terminate its MOU and discontinue any 
partnership with the Durham County Sheriff's department for the 2020-2021 year as well as any future years. 
The contract for this year is $2.74M - with that money, the Durham County school system could fund positive 
educational initiatives as well as social workers, psychologists, and others specifically trained to de-escalate 
violence, rather than traumatizing and re-traumatizing its youth with violent interventions that serve to shunt 
young students into the school-to-prison pipeline. Give our youth the resources they need to thrive and 
receive the education they deserve. 
 
Sincerely, 
Claire Wrenwood" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:28:25 PM AST 
Cole Jenson 
917 Englewood Ave. 
Durham 



 
"My name is Cole Jenson and I am a Durham Resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the heath and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. Trauma-informed and culturally responsive 
bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers will be much more effective in keeping our schools safe and 
helping our students excel. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:28:43 PM AST 
Kenneth Templeton 
3808 Churchill Circle 
Durham 
 
My name is Ken Templeton and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking the Board 
to end the contract with the Sheriff's Department for School Resource Officers and  reallocate funds to hire 
well-trained counselors to support our students' mental health needs. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:29:56 PM AST 
Kevin Wicker 
3001 Reedybrook Xing 
27523 
 
"SRO‚Äôs are unnecessary in public schools. It sets a negative tone, and they are not useful. The money could 
be better spent on our students, supplies, building and parking lot reparations. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:29:57 PM AST 
Jonathan Tyler 
2800 Ferrand Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Jonathan and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 2:30:07 PM AST 
Jamie Wylie 
506 N Mangum St #403 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Jamie Wylie and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
SROs from schools and redirect the funding to meet the health and safety needs of our students.  
 
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:30:45 PM AST 
Jessica Garza 
1211 Winding Arbor Trail  
Raleigh, NC, 27606 
 
"My name is Jessica and, though a citizen of Raleigh, care deeply about our North Carolina communities. 
More importantly, I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from 
our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:30:51 PM AST 
Logan Barcus 
1014 Clarendon St 
27705 
 
My name is Logan Barcus and I am a Durham resident and worker. I stand with DPS students and staff asking 
to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:31:16 PM AST 
Jeff Zhou 
506 N Buchanan Blvd, 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Jeff Zhou and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 



we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:32:06 PM AST 
Sarah Skrobialowski  
6107 Snow Hill Drive  
Durham, NC 27712  
 
"My name is Sarah Skrobialowski and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:32:07 PM AST 
Cari Carson 
1014 Alabama Ave  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Hello, I am a Durham resident and fan of DPS. I am writing to strongly ask the school board to discontinue 
the SRO program and instead fund school counselors, social workers, and others who are trained to address 
students‚Äô social-emotional needs. This is especially critical now, as students are facing the uncertainties of 
COVID, systemic racism, and other traumas." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:32:32 PM AST 
Julia McQueen 
2625 Cohnwood Drive 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Julia and I am a Durham resident. I stand with students and staff asking to redirect resources 
from policing in schools to instead hire and support professionals who are trained to in student mental health 
and healing (counselors, nurses) in order to address the health and safety of our students" 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 2:33:01 PM AST 
Nathaniel Gaertner 
307 E Hammond St 
Durham 
 
"My name is Nathaniel Gaertner and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:33:56 PM AST 
Kathleen Janes 
3201 Sherbon Dr 
Durham 
 
"I am asking the Board to cancel it's contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department and remove SRO 
officers from our schools. Use the money saved from this $2.4M contract to invest in our students. Support 
their health, safety, and learning by funding mental health counselors, guidance counselors, school nurses, 
social workers, restorative practice centers, and anti-racist professional development for teachers and school 
leaders. Our students deserve more than School Resource Officers. They've told you what they need. Listen 
to them. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:34:01 PM AST 
Zach Meredith 
4308 Rivermont Rd  
Durham, NC 27712 
 
Schools be places that students are nurtured and cared for rather than surveilled and threatened by police. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:34:06 PM AST 
Abby Chapman 
6828 Ray Rd STE B  
Raleigh, NC, 27615 
 
"While I no longer live in Durham, I attended DPS for the majority of my educational career. Based on my 
experience there, the police presence within schools did nothing but create tension in an environment where 



students are trying their best to learn and succeed as they grow into adulthood. Plenty of the cops were kind 
people, but that isn't the point. Their precense actively discourages learning and perpetuates an atmosphere 
of fear in minority communities that often benefit from public schooling. In the interest of these students and 
the Durham community as a whole I believe it's imperative that DPS sever it's contacts the Durham Police 
department. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:34:15 PM AST 
Jenny Lor 
520 Commonwealth Street 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"Hello, my name is Jenny and I'm a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. Our students deserve to learn in environments where they are heard, supported, have what 
they need to succeed and thrive, and feel safe. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:34:21 PM AST 
Amelia Schirmer 
1316 Carroll Street 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
I ask to defund the police budget and increase the salaries for DPS employees. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:34:39 PM AST 
Stella Rosen 
4200 mount Sinai road  
Durham, bc 27705 
 
"Defund the police, pay dps workers a living wage! " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:34:52 PM AST 
Kathryn Esposito 
603A Maplewood Ave 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"As a music therapist, I believe that the needs of DPS students can and should be met with more on-site 
therapists, psychologists, school nurses, social workers, career counselors, guidance counselors, sex/health 



educators, mentors, and a more resource-oriented approach to de-escalation and behavior intervention. 
Trust must be established between students and staff for change to occur and law enforcement is often not a 
presence of trust - especially now. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:35:12 PM AST 
Lydia Osgood 
1009 Clarendon St Apt B 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"My name is Dani Osgood and I am a Durham native. I went k-12 in DPS, and have seen first hand the 
inequality and ineffectiveness of having DPD and other Law Enforcement in schools. There is no evidence 
based research demonstrating that they improve staff or student safety. However, there is a large body of 
work proving that their presence plays an integral part of the school to prison pipeline, furthering inequity 
among students based on race, class, gender, and other sociecnomic markers. The money spent on paying 
officers to be in school MUST be reinvested in proven resources like better food access and quality, social 
workers, mental health consulors, nurses, OTs, PTs, speech pathologists, tutors, and creating a system that 
will undermine and undo the racist, sexist, classist, and ableist underpinnings of our school system. They are 
not an effective use of MY tax dollars, and I demand better of the school system I graduated from. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:35:27 PM AST 
Jennifer Socey 
1231 CARPENTER FLETCHER RD 
DURHAM 
 
"Greetings!  As a Durham resident and mother of two children in Durham Public Schools, I write to ask you to 
prioritize the health and long-term welfare of all of Durham County students by cancelling your contract with 
the Durham County Sheriff's Department and removing police resource officers from our schools. Instead I 
asked you to invest those resources in school programs and staff who are professionally trained to more 
safely and wisely support the seven generations to come. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this incredibly important matter. Durham County has made great strides in 
this arena: let's keep pushing to make Durham a safe and supportive community for all of our children. 
 
Best, 
Jennifer" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:35:35 PM AST 
Clare Fisher 
200 Erlwood Way Apt 202 
Durham, NC 27704 
 



"Hello, my name is Clare Fisher. I am a Durham resident and pediatric nurse. I‚Äôm requesting that the school 
board end the district‚Äôs relationship with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs Department. Our children should 
be supported holistically, not criminalized. Having officers in schools creates unnecessary and harmful 
escalation and criminalization of conflict, leaving children‚Äîespecially nonwhite children‚Äîless safe. The 
funds should be reallocated to address the holistic needs of children, such as by hiring nurses and social 
workers. Kind regards, Clare Fisher" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:36:19 PM AST 
Quynh-Chi Vo 
4703 Carlton Crossing Dr 
Durham 
 
"My name is Chi, and I am a resident and longtime lover of Durham and DPS. With the increased pressure 
around the country to defund the police after centuries of oppression and violence, our schools are no 
exception. We must address the school-to-prison pipeline in our country and locally. Instead of funding SROs 
to be in our schools, we should fund more counselors, social workers, and other trained professionals to 
address our student needs and de-escalate student issues. They should be in the frontlines of our schools 
addressing student issues, which have proven positive outcomes for our young people. I am asking as a 
concerned former student of DPS that the Board of Education consider terminating its MOU and discontinue 
its partnership with the Durham County Sheriff's Department.  Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:36:22 PM AST 
Eren Guttentag 
3407 W Cornwallis Rd 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
Remove SROs from schools. Use the money so teachers don‚Äôt have to pay out of pocket for supplies. End 
the school to prison pipeline.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:36:27 PM AST 
Dr. Marguerite Deforge 
2631 Stadium Drive 
Durham NC 27704 
 
Please cancel the contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Dept and invest in more mental health 
counselors. Police officers being in school is detrimental to my children's well-being.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:36:31 PM AST 



Grayson Harvey (they/them) 
1016 Burch Ave 
Durham 
 
"Greetings all, 
 
My name is Grayson Harvey and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect funds to trained professionals like 
trauma informed and cultural responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers.  
 
Aissa Dearing's letter received 2,902 signatures that I can see, and I imagine the true number is even larger. 
Nearly 3,000 stakeholders supported the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth by funding 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
Yet, a Durham Public Schools Instagram post stated pride for DPS' relationship with the Sheriff's Office and 
went on to say, "We would also be happy to participate in a community forum to learn from our stakeholders 
and develop solutions to ensure the safety and security of our students." With all due respect, for DPS to 
respond this way after receiving the input of 3000 stakeholders, is disheartening. At the moment, I don't trust 
DPS genuinely wants to learn with community, or develop solutions based on that horizontal exchange. I 
hope I am wrong. 
 
I kindly urge the school board to listen to the students and staff who have been generous enough to share 
their visions for a better way forward. Thank you, Aissa Dearing for your letter & work. Thank you to all young 
people pushing for transformation. Thank you, Southerners on New Ground for the call to action. & thank 
you, Durham County School Board Meeting attendees for listening." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:36:58 PM AST 
Nahnsan Guseh 
1028 Limerick ln 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Allocate funds to bilingual counselors, nurses, social workers, community gardens. Reduce the budget 
contracted with the sheriff's department." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:37:09 PM AST 
Catherine Jaffe 
2301 Chapel Hill Rd 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"I am writing to request that the School Board terminate its $2.74M contract with the Durham County 
Sheriffs Department.  Law enforcement have demonstrated, particularly in recent weeks, that they are 
unequal protectors of the law. For many students, the presence of law enforcement may  be threatening to 
their well-being, and thus counter-productive to the intended purpose of schools as places of learning and 
growth, not fear. There are many ways to invest this $2.74 Million directly into the health and wellbeing of 



your students. Create scholarship funds for Black and Indigenous students of color. Use it to enhance food 
and lunch programs in your schools. Or use it to hire more student counsellors and enhance mental health 
resources in your schools. These are just a few of the ways this money could be better spent. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:37:19 PM AST 
Nia Galas 
128 Crestview Dr 
Durham 
 
Please redistribute funds from the police to our schools. Please and thank you.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:37:34 PM AST 
SHARON HIRSCH 
1222 Metropolitan Dr 
Durham 
 
"My name is Sharon Hirsch and I am a Durham resident. I also serve as President and CEO of Prevent Child 
Abuse NC. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our 
school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds 
are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended staffing ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are 
safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. These are proven strategies outlined in the 
Center for the Study of Social Policy's Protective Factors Framework to prevent both child abuse and neglect 
and youth violence and are consistent with brain science research that tells us that caring connections and 
supportive relationships are the key to preventing and healing trauma.  During the COVID pandemic, the 
need to invest upstream to prevent and address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and 
must be addressed before academics can be considered.  To truly invest in the safety and health of students, 
we must invest upstream in the support system for children so that SRO's are not even needed.  It's a smart 
investment in our students and their well being." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:38:12 PM AST 
Rylee 
2005 James St 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 
 
"Hello, I am writing in support of DPS students and faculty urging DPS to end its multimillion dollar contract 
with the Sheriff's office and remove on-campus SROs. I support their request to allocate those funds toward 
hiring trained, qualified professionals to promote student mental health and healing.   
 



As schools plan for reopening, it is more critical than ever to have trauma-informed and culturally-sensitive 
counselors, nurses and social workers in schools in order to support students process their experiences 
during the Covid-19 pandemic and the Black Lives Matter uprising in response to police brutality against Black 
bodies. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:38:12 PM AST 
Austin Jacob Wadle 
2006 Englewood Avenue 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Austin and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:38:13 PM AST 
Isa Letourneau 
619 Lancaster Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Isa and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:38:34 PM AST 
Natalia Lutterman 
1203 Watts st  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Natalia Lutterman, and I am a Durham resident. My partner is an employee of DPS. I stand with 
her, DPS students, and this community to ask that we follow in the footsteps of cities like Minneapolis and 
Portland in ENDING your contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department. Police have NO place in 



schools‚Äî a stance backed by research. Trauma informed social workers and nurses make students safer. 
Cops escalate to school to prison pipeline for already marginalized youth. Even in regard to school shootings, 
security presence has NOT been shown as an effective deterrent. Increased social work resources and 
support for students unsafe to themselves or others IS a measure to address underlying causes. If our goal is 
to make students safe, we ALL need to work to reallocate funds to areas that are proven to do that work. 
That starts with ending DOS contract with the sheriff‚Äôs department. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:38:45 PM AST 
Eric Lagueruela 
123 Archdale Drive 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
My name is Eric Lagueruela and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:38:49 PM AST 
Jake Pressley 
1231 CARPENTER FLETCHER RD 
DURHAM 
 
"Dear Board Members,  
 
I write as a Durham resident, business owner and father of two children in Durham Public Schools.  To 
protect the safety of all of Durham's children,  I respectfully ask you to cancel your contract with the Durham 
County Sheriff's Office and remove public resource officers from our schools.  I would prefer to see those 
funds invested in school programs and staff positions (e.g. counselors) who are better match for our 
children's needs and safety. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jacob Pressley" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:38:57 PM AST 
Kory Morgan 
1107 W Murray Ave  
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
My name is Kory Morgan and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 



are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:39:06 PM AST 
Robby Phillips 
1352 Campus Drive 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I'm Robby, a Durham resident and I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource 
Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I 
support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:40:18 PM AST 
Xavier James Devonne Best 
2126 Bogarde St Apt. B 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Xavier Best, and I am a Durham Resident. I stand with DOS Students and Staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham Youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:40:22 PM AST 
Grace Montgomery 
1342 SEDWICK RD 
DURHAM 
 
"Law enforcement presence does not enrich our schools. Allocate funds towards social workers, teacher pay, 
and support staff, for a start! " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:40:38 PM AST 
Micalyn Struble 
51 Brodie Gym Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Micalyn Struble and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 



resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:40:47 PM AST 
Valerie Soon 
2403 Prince St 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Valerie Soon and I am a Durham resident. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth. To that end, I ask that DPS remove School Resource Officers and divert the funds to 
educational professionals, such as trauma-informed and culturally responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, 
and social workers." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:41:05 PM AST 
Hope Thomson 
128 Collums Road 
Chapel Hill 
 
"My name is Hope Thomson and I am a proud graduate of Durham Public Schools - Burton GEO World 
Elementary, Rogers Herr Middle School and CE Jordan High School. My memories of DPS are precious to me, 
the lessons I learned in and out of the classroom are priceless and I made lifelong friendships during my time 
in DPS. 
And because I love DPS, I want it to grow, evolve and improve. 
 
That's why I'm standing with DPS students and staff in asking you to remove School Resource Offices (SROs) 
from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. When I was in 
high school we only had counselors to help with college admissions - I talked to those counselors ONCE in my 
entire time at Jordan. They didn't know me or my dreams or struggles. They were not a part of my support 
system. This is unacceptable. 
 
We must invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with these upstream mechanisms - with trained 
professionals who can support students in mental health and healing from trauma so that they can focus on 
learning and figuring out who they want to be. SROs are not trained in this work - they are not mental health 
counselors, licensed social workers or anything of that kind. Health and happiness can be improved with 
public health interventions that tackle the ROOT of the problems and issues that face our youth today. 
Though I'm not an expert in the history, I also know that SROs and other police presence contributes to 
further traumatization and penalization of black and brown bodies - and yes, that includes school children. 
Why would we perpetuate these systems of oppression and racism within our schools? Can we take the first 
step in DPS towards rectifying Durham's racist past and moving forward towards a more equitable and just 
future?  
 



I hope you consider my comment and deeply consider the removal of SROs from Durham Public Schools. 
Durham and its kids deserve better. 
 
Hope Thomson 
c/o UNC Gillings School of Public Health 2021 
c/o JHS 2011" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:41:10 PM AST 
Willa Holt 
100 W Piedmont Ave 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff calling for the removal of SROs from our schools and redirecting the 
funds towards the health and safety needs of our students. We must focus our energy and our funding on 
achieving the nationally recommended ratio for social workers and nurses. It is crucial to prioritize the safety 
and success of Durham youth by hiring professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing, now more than ever. SROs are unable to address chronic stress and trauma, are repeatedly shown to 
escalate conflict, and do not contribute to an environment that encourages all students to succeed. I want 
better for our DPS students, and they want better for themselves. We must remove SROs from our schools, 
and improve mental and physical health for our students." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:41:25 PM AST 
Katherine Shor 
511 Cleveland Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Katherine Shor and I echo the chorus of voices to demand the immediate termination of the 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Sheriff's Department, the removal of School Resource Officers from 
all DPS facilities, the full reallocation of $2.7 million and other available funds from the county budget to be 
invested in to programs and services for students decided by students, and a commitment to keeping all 
forms of policing out of Durham Public Schools. I am a Durham resident of 5 years. I have worked with 
Durham Public School students since 2013, in a variety of capacities. During my time as an undergraduate at 
UNC Chapel Hill, I worked as a summer academy teacher at Student U Durham. Based on my relationships I 
had during that time, students indicated and shared stories of negative experiences and harmful results of 
School Resource Officers in their school environments. Currently, I am the Youth Engagement Coordinator for 
the Youth Network at Made in Durham. My thoughts and opinions do not reflect those of Made in Durham. 
The Youth Network is a community organizing opportunity for high school students in Durham to uproot 
racism and white supremacy in their schools. Through this work and these relationships, I can attest that 
School Resource Officers do not keep students safe, they contribute to a hostile and toxic environment. We 
know that policing has a disparate impact on Black and Brown people. The policing of Black and Brown 
people begin at¬†such a young age. With your decisive action you can contribute to the dismantling of the 
school-to-prison pipeline.As you consider abolishing the policing of our children, please remember that there 
is precedent for this action. Your inaction in this moment demonstrates your values and your principles and 
as a member of the Durham community, your action must be decisive. We are not asking for a task force, we 



are not asking for a study, we are demanding the abolition of policing in Durham Public Schools.¬†" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:41:35 PM AST 
Sarah Ball-Damberg 
915 Monmouth Ave. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
Defund the police budget; increase the salaries of public school workers. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:41:36 PM AST 
Chloe Monson 
2409 Sparger Road 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"My name is Chloe Monson and I am a Durham resident and DPS student. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health 
and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing, and in nonviolent deescalation 
of conflict." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:41:47 PM AST 
Leah Whitehead 
808 Clarendon St 
Durham 
 
My name is Leah and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety need of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:41:57 PM AST 
Anna Smith 
2713 LAWNDALE AVE 
DURHAM 
 
"My name is Anna Smith and I am a NC native, Durham resident, and proud Orange county community 
member. I am a trained psychologist and have worked in community mental health, in university systems, 
and with at risk youth. I have seen firsthand the impact of over-policing of students and the fear and 



intimidation it creates and how negatively it impacts our young people. I stand with DPS students and staff in 
asking to remove School Resources Officers (SROs) form our schools and redirect the funds to meet the 
health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:42:01 PM AST 
Leah Whitehead 
808 Clarendon St 
Durham 
 
My name is Leah and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety need of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:42:03 PM AST 
H Phillips 
105 Murray Ave  
Durham N.C. 27704 
 
"Please cancel your contract with the sheriff‚Äôs department. Our kids do not need police and court system 
involvement, they need to keep learning in a supportive environment. I urge you to redistribute the money 
used on CROs to school programming that supports students of color." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:42:31 PM AST 
Lauren Schauer  
1407 Catch Fly Lane 
Durham 
 
"My name is Lauren and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. I grew up 
going to public school in North Carolina, and I saw SROs addressing issues through violence and isolation of 
students, which only exacerbates the situation. We have the data to know this is an inappropriate way to 
address safety. Let's stop researching the problem and applying band-aids. You have the power to enact real 
change. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:42:38 PM AST 



Meera Narayanan 
1014 Stillwell Drive 
Durham 
 
"My name is Meera and I am a Durham resident. I stand with the DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. If those basic needs are met, there will no longer be a need for the resource officers. I believe there 
is a much better way to allocate that money. I support the call to invest in the youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. As a Pediatric nurse, I believe and have seen that 
there are other ways to help guide and grow children. Policing is not the way. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:43:07 PM AST 
Mel Goodwin 
714 Wendy Way 
27712 
 
"My name is Mel Goodwin, and I am a Durham resident. I am submitting this comment in agreement and 
solidarity with DPS students and staff asking to remove school resource officers from our schools and redirect 
the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
Those trained professionals are not school resource officers. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:43:27 PM AST 
Emma Ferriola-Bruckenstein 
5500 Fortunes Ridge Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am a Durham resident, writing in today to express my deep concern with the presence of police officers in 
Durham City Schools. Police officers in schools are tools of the School to Prison Pipeline, which funnels Black 
students and other students of color into the criminal system at disproportionate at unjust rates. Even 
assuming the best intentions, the presence of law enforcement in schools creates a threatening environment 
for these students. The Board should cancel its contract with the Durham Police Department and redirect 
that money to make Durham City Schools more supportive, positive, and safe for students, rather than to 
police children." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:43:32 PM AST 
Alisha Anaya 
2401 Englewood Ave 
Durham, NC 27704 
 



"I am writing to request a divestment in funding for police/SROs in schools and to allocate those funds 
towards the actual needs of students and faculty (e.g., school nurses, counselors, adequate school supplies, 
etc). " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:44:18 PM AST 
Elizabeth Sager 
2 Greystone Ct. 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Please cancel your contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs department, we don't need more cops in 
schools, we need more social workers, art programs, etc. that this funding could go towards. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:44:52 PM AST 
lusero abigail morales 
1306 hudson ave  
durham nc 27705 
 
"My name is Lusero Morales and i am a DUrham resident. i Stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect fund to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth, That include my 
younger siblings, with professionals who are friend to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:46:02 PM AST 
Max Brzezinski 
1309 Shawnee Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. My son's autistic, 
and rather than provide protection, I worry the SROs would more likely harm him due to their lack of training 
and propensity towards violence. In general, the money spent on resources officers would be much better 
spent in a preventative way on health and wellness needs. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:46:08 PM AST 
Fred Heller 
1315 Morreene Rd, Apt 13G 
Durham, NC 27705 
 



"My name is Fred Heller and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:46:11 PM AST 
Shirley Bennett 
4 Slate Dr 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is Shirley Bennett and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:46:13 PM AST 
Julian Xie 
2608 Erwin Rd, Unit 410 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Julian and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better 
spent addressing student needs than policing them. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:46:31 PM AST 
Amie Sigmann 



601 Jones Ferry Rd 
Carrboro, NC, 27510 
 
"My name is Amie Sigmann, MSW  and I am a close neighbor to Durham County (Orange), and a community-
level social worker. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) 
from Durham County Schools and redirect the contract funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham Youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing, rather than in officers who are not equipped to 
combat systemic racism or respond with trauma-informed care. There are individuals and systems in Durham 
County who are well-equipped to meet the psychosocial needs of students, but who need additional 
monetary investments and larger structural change to do so. This reallocation can be a vital step towards 
building programs and organizational structure that responds to the economic, social, and emotional needs 
of students, rather than providing a person to stand guard or intimidate . In this moment, Durham County has 
the opportunity to implement changes that are evidence based, community-led, and vital for student's 
livelihood. Durham County Public Schools must respond to the call from their community, and reinvest in 
ways that prioritize student's needs. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:46:40 PM AST 
Grace Link 
1101 Clifford Drive 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
Please remove DPD from DPS. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:46:47 PM AST 
Hannah Stallkamp 
1201 N Elizabeth St Apt 1 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Hannah Stallkamp and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners 
for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:46:52 PM AST 
Liz Ladd 



5110 Butternut Rd  
Durham NC 27707 
 
"It‚Äôs time for DPS to follow in the footsteps of school systems and universities across the country who are 
severing ties with police forces. It has been demonstrated countless times that police presence is fatal to 
people of color, and we have an opportunity to take concrete steps toward protecting our most vulnerable 
youth populations. Terminate the DPS contract with Durham police. Now. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:47:11 PM AST 
Lizzy Zhao 
2530 Erwin Rd 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Lizzy and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better 
spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:47:25 PM AST 
Elizabeth Hazeltine 
630 E Hammond St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"In the interest of the safety and thriving of DPS students, especially Black and brown students, please 
reallocate the millions of dollars currently paying for SRO‚Äôs to counseling, bilingual support, nurses, and 
other student needs" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:47:45 PM AST 
Hope Knochenhauer 
2202 McQueen Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Hope Knochenhauer and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners 
for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical 



student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:48:15 PM AST 
Sruti Pisharody 
2401 Alabama Ave 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Sruti Pisharody and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners 
for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:49:11 PM AST 
Lily Halm 
1658 Snowmass Way 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Lily Halm and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:49:12 PM AST 
Chris Huebner 
1000 N Duke Street Apt 10 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 



I urge the Durham city council to cancel its contract with the Durham county sheriff's department and instead 
invest that money in school programs and community resources that will actually keep Durham's children 
safe and healthy. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:49:13 PM AST 
Emily Karges 
1611 Duke University Road 
27701 
 
"My name is Emily Karges and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
andmust be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:49:17 PM AST 
Amber crispell 
114 hillside ave 
Durham nc 27707 
 
"Hello. I have been a dps staff and Durham resident for 12 years and support other staff and students asking 
for the Sro funding to be redirected to those who are professionals in mental health and healing of students. 
Even with dps statement that released yesterday on using sro and the positive relationships built, I have also 
seen plenty of harm through misdemeanor cases and students charged and not treated humanely. DPS we 
can do better for our students!  Counselors, nurses, social workers, school psychologists, Restorative 
practices (doing it fully and correct) will make more of a difference and invest in our future. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:49:29 PM AST 
Kira Panzer 
510 S LaSalle St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Kira Panzer, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 



invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:49:35 PM AST 
Elizabeth Ellis (aka Lizzie Ellis-Furlong) 
2620 Lawndale Ave 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Lizzie Ellis-Furlong and I am a Durham resident, DPS parent, co-founder/former co-director of 
Rebound, Alternatives for Youth, and current director of the Durham Literacy Center. I stand with DPS 
students and staff in asking you to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and 
redirect the funds to meet the real mental health, community-building, wrap-around support and safety 
needs of our students. Research indicates that police officers at schools increases criminalization of students 
who are often demonstrating typical adolescent behaviors. These disciplinary/law enforcement practices are 
often race-based and have proven to be unfair and harmful to Black and Brown students. Furthermore, police 
officers on campus create a power dynamic that negatively impacts the entire school community that can 
create fear and lack of trust among the student body.  
If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, including a focus on trauma-
informed practices, restorative justice and improving the school community, overall, to promote safety and 
care for all students. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support students' 
human and social development, mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic and race-based 
violence by police across the country, this is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics 
can be considered. Thank you for your leadership in this important matter." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:51:21 PM AST 
Robert Deforge 
2631 stadium Dr.  
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
I oppose police in schools and the 2.7 million dollar budget should be used to fund new sports programs like 
rugby which is the largest growing sport in the country and promotes unity and diversity.  We need to build 
the community up by getting together and cooperating not by being policed.   
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:51:26 PM AST 
Kaitlyn Daly 
1500 Duke University Rd 
DURHAM, NC, 27701 
 



"My name is Kaitlyn Daly. I am a Durham resident and nurse. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the 
nuanced health and safety needs of our students with a diverse team of professionals and community 
partners. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better spent 
addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed as a primary, integral component to academic success." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:51:39 PM AST 
Zachary Hutchinson 
111 W Lavender Ave 
27704 
 
"My name is Zach Hutchinson, and I am a Durham resident. 
 
I stand with DPS students and staff requesting removal of School Resource Officers from our schools and 
redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. 
 
The presence of SROs in DPS represents the beginning of the school-to-prison pipeline that I would trust 
every member of the Board has familiarized themselves with. 
 
Please invest in our children‚Äôs health rather than their incarceration." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:51:48 PM AST 
Layla Aldousany 
2612 Acadia St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"My name is Layla Aldousany and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 2:52:11 PM AST 
Natalie Pickett 
2219 W Club Blvd Apt A 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
My name is Natalie Pickett and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
all School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect that $2.74 million of funding to 
meet the real health and safety needs of our students by hiring more social workers and nurses for our 
schools so that we meet national recommended standards. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
Police have no place in schools.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:52:19 PM AST 
Tra Tran 
5407 Middleton Rd 
Durham 
 
"My name is Tra Tran and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:53:51 PM AST 
Mirai Matsuura 
4225 Larchmont Rd #1131 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Mirai Matsuura and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners 
for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 2:54:00 PM AST 
Paola Renata Saldana 
520 Commonwealth St.  
27703 
 
"My name is Paola Saldana and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of out students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
Thank you for your time. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:54:03 PM AST 
Kristiana Gambuti 
717 Audubon Lake Dr., Apartment C 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
My name is Kristiana Gambuti and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:54:35 PM AST 
Kristi Stout 
1018 N Buchanan Blvd 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I am a Durham resident and I am calling on the Durham County School Board to stop funding police 
presence in schools and reallocate those funds towards bilingual counselors, social workers, nurses, and pay 
raises for teachers. We know for a fact that our schools currently have many, many unmet needs - in the face 
of those needs, giving that much money to the police seems ridiculous. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:54:49 PM AST 
Katie Craig 
3323 Woodland Park Road 
Durham, NC 
 
" 
My name is Katie and I am a Durham resident and teacher. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 



health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:55:17 PM AST 
Bjorn Pedersen 
4800 University Dr Apt 25K 
Durham 
 
"Please let Durham follow in the footsteps of Minneapolis and Portland in ending contracts with cops! We 
know that cops in schools don‚Äôt help our youth, but counselors and nurses could. 
 
Though I graduated over a decade ago, during my entire time as a student, I never saw a SRO help in a 
situation but I did see situations escalate due to their actions. Their presence tells students that the only 
potential we see in them is potential criminality. 
 
At the same time, I now realize that many folks I went to school with needed support that schools weren't 
equipped to provide. We should be funding real resources for students in need, not phony "Resource 
Officers" who only make good students feel bad and make bad situations worse." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:55:22 PM AST 
Monique McKithen 
468 Hay River St 
Garner, NC 27529 
 
"Our Schools need well-trained Resource Officers if we are going to utilize their services. They need to have 
diversity training, systematic racism awareness, training dealing with cultural awareness, sensitivity training 
and de-escalation techniques that do not include corporal punishment." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:55:27 PM AST 
Van Duong  
909 Fleming Drive 
Durham 
 
"I am a ex DPS student, and I am asking to please cancel this contract with the Durham County Sheriff's 
department, and instead invest that money for students and teachers at DPS. School funding had been 
decreasing for years, forcing teachers to spend their own money for students and classrooms, and lowering 



the education experience. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:55:32 PM AST 
Kelly Bowers 
600 Constitution Dr. 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered. 
 
We have been militarizing our law enforcement more and more since 9/11. The SROs come out of this same 
environment. Militarizing our schools in NOT in our best interest as a city, state, or country. This needs to 
change and now is the time." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:56:04 PM AST 
Harry Scharstein 
2504 VESSON AVE. 
Durham 
 
My name is Harry Scharstein and I am a Durham resident as well as a former DPS employee.  I stand with DPS 
students and staff in asking to remove School Resource Officers from our schools as a means to redirect the 
funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students.  I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:56:10 PM AST 
Gina Wisotzky 
2615 Cone Ave 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"I am strongly in favor with ending the contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs Department for ‚Äútrained resource 
officers.‚Äù Those funds should be used for training led professionals that better serve our children‚Äòs and 
community‚Äôs interests like trauma-informed and bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers. " 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 2:56:16 PM AST 
Holly Hardin 
4126 Chaucer Dr. 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"As a public school teacher, I feel very strongly that we must address the four demands of Black Lives Matter 
in Schools Week of Action, which the School Board and Durham Public Schools signed on to last year. (And 
thank you again for supporting that call by¬†teachers!) For me, signing on to that week means going much 
deeper than simply lifting the demands up during one week in February, it means taking action. I think we 
need to still do work on all four of the demands, but in this moment the one demand I want to lift up is "Fund 
counselors NOT cops." 
 
So, in this moment, I ask you to renew the commitment you made to the Black Lives Matter in School 
demands. I ask you to follow the lead of our Black student leaders, like Aissa Dearing and thousands of others 
who are heading up these demands. I ask that you to listen to school workers and community members as 
well, as we all ask for Durham Public Schools to discontinue its contract with the Sheriff‚Äôs department for 
school resource officers (SROs) in favor of trained professionals like trauma-informed and culturally 
responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers.  
 
We believe the $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better spent 
addressing student needs than policing them.¬† If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students, especially Black,  Indigenous, 
Students of Color, LGBTQ and disabled students, and especially in this moment where so many are 
undergoing trauma at the hands of police brutality,¬†systemic racism, and a pandemic. This ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered. 
 
It is teachers, bus drivers, cafeteria workers, counselors, IA's, and social workers that make a difference in 
kids lives. We take care of our students. We know their families, we check in with them daily, we plan and 
observe to make sure their environment is safe and providing our students with what they need. We do that 
without resources, and know we could do an even better job with more resources- more specific training, 
more counselors and nurses, more wraparound services.¬†Please stand with your commitment to Black Lives 
Matter and be a leader in the country, by discontinuing your contract with law enforcement in our 
schools,¬†investing in the lives of our students instead.¬† 
 
Thank you for all you do." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:56:21 PM AST 
Taylor Craig 
1216 N Roxboro Street 
Durham, NC 27701  
 
My name is Taylor Craig and I am a Durham resident. I stand with the DPS students and staff who are asking 
to remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 



needs of the students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:56:34 PM AST 
Philip Marschall 
3003 Corinth Lane 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"My name is Philip Marschall and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff in demanding 
you to remove School Resource Officers from school and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support investing in increased support from professionals such as social workers, 
counselors, and nurses trained to support student mental and physical health. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:56:36 PM AST 
Madison Krischak 
121 Blue Crest Ln 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Madison Krischak and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners 
for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:56:41 PM AST 
Lucas Brown 
1931 Essex Rd 
Durham  
 
"My name is Lucas Brown and I‚Äôm a resident of Durham that stands with DPS students and staff calling for 
the removal of SROs from schools and the reallocation of funds to meet the health and safety needs of DPS 
students.  Given the pandemic and the chronic stress and trauma it is generating, it is critically important that 
funds are allocated towards trained mental health professionals to adequately provide health and healing 
support to the youth of DPS and be prioritized before the continuation of academics. We urgently need the 
funds presently given toward some SROs to contribute towards community healing. Thank you" 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 2:56:58 PM AST 
Danny Grewen 
5310 Hideaway Drive 
Chapel Hill, NC, 27516 
 
" It's time for DPS to follow in the footsteps of school systems and universities across the country who are 
severing ties with police forces. It has been demonstrated countless times that police presence is fatal to 
people of color, and we have an opportunity to take concrete steps toward protecting our most vulnerable 
youth populations. Terminate the DPS contract with Durham police. Now." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:57:42 PM AST 
Brad Kawano 
1315 Morreene Rd, Apt. 12L 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Brad kawano and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:57:43 PM AST 
Kathryn Banas 
800 Finsbury St 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is Kathryn Banas and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
SROs from our schools and to redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I 
support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. Please put resources towards actually helping students, rather 
than policing them and ushering them into the school-to-prison pipeline. With funds saved, perhaps you 
could also expand funds for the arts and extracurriculars. Let's prepare students for the lives they can and 
should have, instead of treating them like future inmates." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:57:45 PM AST 



Delaney Herndon 
1015 Sycamore Street 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Hi, my name is Delaney Herndon and I am a resident of Durham, NC. I stand with DPS students and staff in 
asking to remove School Resource Officers from Durham public schools and to redirect the funds used for 
SROs to programs and areas that support the mental health, learning, and safety needs of DPS students. I 
support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:58:15 PM AST 
Olivia Coletta  
2211 Hillsborough Rd Apt 3048 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
Please defund the police at public schools. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:58:17 PM AST 
Raveena Kothare 
501 Willard Street 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Raveena Kothare and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools. Please instead direct those funds to meet the 
health and safety needs of our students, such as through hiring of trained mental health professionals, 
multilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers.  
 
Durham's youth are asking for constructive assistance and it is our responsibility to provide them with the 
resources that will help them be healthy and successful in the years to come. 
 
Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:58:20 PM AST 
Meghana Rao 
28 Intuition Circle 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Meghana Rao and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 



safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:58:40 PM AST 
Hiatt von Alten 
111 East Seeman St 
Durham NC 27701 
 
Cops often used excessive force when breaking up fights and fought violence with violence. They were a 
fearful force at the school and made the environment feel less safe  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:58:42 PM AST 
Lily Anderson 
2519 State St 
Durham 
 
"My Name is Lily Anderson and I am a Durham resident. I stand with Durham Public Schools students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health 
and safety needs of out students. i support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support mental health and healing. DPS needs to end its contract with the 
Sheriff's department and allocate those funds to trained professionals like: trauma-informed and culturally 
responsive multi-lingual counselors, nurses, and social workers. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:58:43 PM AST 
Alejandra Patino 
2211 hillsborough rd Apt 3065 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Alejandra Patino and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners 
for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:59:13 PM AST 
Meghan Price 
707 ninth St  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Meghan and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:59:29 PM AST 
Kirill Chesnov 
119 Forest Oaks Drive 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
Please cancel your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:59:34 PM AST 
Laura Wiederhoeft 
601 Bon Air Avenue 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
Please reallocate funds from the DPD to DPS!  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:59:35 PM AST 
Gregory Metzger 
530 Foster St #432 
Durham 
 
"My name is Greg Metzger and I am a Durham resident and family physician. Safety in our schools is 
imperative and is a public health issue. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource 
Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students I 
support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 



support student mental health and wellness. Putting police officers in schools, particularly in schools with a 
high proportion of students of color, acts as a reminder to those students that they aren't safe even in a place 
of learning. Replacing these officers with professionals who are trained in trauma informed care and conflict 
resolution, particularly professionals with racial and ethnic diversity, would create a much better and safer 
atmosphere within the school systems and would show that Durham Public Schools are taking a part in 
dismantling the systemic racism that has plagued our BIPOCs. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:59:39 PM AST 
AC Sullivan 
1533 Ellis Road, Apt K208 
Durham, NC, 27703 
 
"My name is AC Sullivan and I am a Durham resident and an MSW candidate at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) 
from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. I 
spent 13 years in public school and could not tell you a single instance in which an SRO was necessary or even 
useful. I would love to see the money instead moved towards racial equity work within Durham Public 
Schools, and hiring social workers and other staff who can support students and families in ways that do not 
have the potential for violence, harm, or incarceration." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 2:59:43 PM AST 
zevi ryan 
1114 Clarendon St 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
Please refund the police and repurpose it to DPS 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:00:11 PM AST 
Karen Tarkulich 
1011 Virgie St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Hello! My name is Karen Tarkulich and I‚Äôm a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students like Aissa Lynn in 
demanding That the Durham County School Board end your contract with the Durham County Sheriff‚Äôs 
Department. 
 
There is no published research that cops make students safer‚Äîunlike trauma-informed counselors and 
nurses. Imagine what that millions could do in good if it were allocated there instead. Imagine what a 
difference it would make in the lives of the students. " 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 3:00:25 PM AST 
Jasmin Nabors 
3002 River Bottom Road 
Cary 
 
My name is Jasmin Nabors and I am a Durham Public Schools teacher. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:00:34 PM AST 
Dante D. Bruno 
4319 White Cliff Lane 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"My name is Dante D. Bruno and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:00:36 PM AST 
Catherine Rudolph  
10108 McQueen Drive 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Cat Rudolph and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them. If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 3:00:39 PM AST 
Emma Foley 
1310 Hill St. Unit C 
Durham, NC 70119 
 
"My name is Emma Foley and I am a Durham resident. I am standing with DPS students and staff to request 
that School Resource Officers are removed from schools by ending the $2.74 million contract with the 
Sheriff's Department. These funds should instead be invested in high-quality, culturally responsive 
counselors, social workers, and medical professionals. This re-allocation will better support the health and 
well-being of Durham students and by extension, the entire community." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:01:13 PM AST 
Esha Solanki 
811 Northcreek Drive 
27707 
 
"My name is Esha Solanki and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:01:15 PM AST 
Elizabeth Ewing-Murphy 
4109 Lillington Dr. 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"My name is Elizabeth Ewing-Murphy and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking 
to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:01:29 PM AST 
Emily Porter 



509 Bon air ave  
Durham N.C. 27705 
 
" 
 
Please follow Minneapolis, Portland, and other cities who have ended contracts with the Police departments. 
We do not need militarized schools. I support reallocating funds to mental health experts who can deescalate 
situations, and trauma informed bilingual counselors and nurses. Support the students, not the cops. Thank 
you!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:01:48 PM AST 
Hannah A Bondurant 
1214 BROAD ST 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
My Name is Hannah Bondurant and I have been a Durham resident for almost 7 years. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to REMOVE School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and REDIRECT those 
funds to better meet and serve the health and safety needs of the students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:01:50 PM AST 
Erin Hammeke 
613 Pleasant Dr. 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and 
redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. We must end the school to prison pipeline!! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:02:06 PM AST 
Fern hickey 
2023 Pershing St 
27705 
 
"My name is Fern Hickey and I live in durham and have a rising kindergartener in DPS. I stand with DPS 
students and staff in demanding that SROs be removed from our school buildings and that funding be 
redirected to better resourcing and staffing our schools. My young black child just started in DPS this year 
and loved and thrived in the wonderful environment created by his teacher and other DPS staff. I want his 
experience of school and learning to remain a positive one and I think that the presence of SROs in schools 



jeopardizes that possibility for him rather than ensuring it. Please redirect that funding to other places 
(Teacher raises, more counseling staff, books and technology!) where it will positively rather than negatively 
impact my child and others‚Äô educational experiences. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:02:14 PM AST 
Colin Ulin 
804 E Ellerbee St 
Durham 
 
"End the contract with the Sheriff's department and reallocate those funds to trained professionals including 
trauma-informed and culture responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers. Get cops out of our 
schools!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:02:29 PM AST 
Ansel Dow 
2709 Thoreau Dr 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"My name is Ansel Dow and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:02:38 PM AST 
Gabrielle Sejourne 
908 9th Street 
Durham 
 
"My name is Gabrielle Sejourne and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners 
for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 



and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:02:41 PM AST 
Emily Herbert 
104 Sturdivant Rd 
Durham 
 
"My name is Emily Herbert and I am a Durham resident, DPS aluma, and DPS parent. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call 
to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.  As my 
educator friends often say, every child has to "Maslow before they can Bloom" (eg basic needs must be met 
before academic achievement is possible), and we need more supportive services, not more law enforcement 
officers, in schools to help achieve this." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:02:46 PM AST 
Maria Oviedo 
327 West Trinity Ave  
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
My name is Maria Oviedo and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to REMOVE 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:03:02 PM AST 
Alice Drozdiak 
1523 Oak Forest Drive 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
 
"Hello, I am a Durham resident and a clinical social worker. I firmly believe that Durham Public Schools will be 
better served by using funds for social programs and mental health supports rather than contracting with the 
sheriff's department for security. Uplifting students and staff with social and mental wellness initiatives will 
undoubtedly do more for individuals' education and the community's health." 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 3:03:06 PM AST 
Jessica Greene 
1608 Kent St 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Jessica Greene and I am a Durham resident and a public school teacher. I stand with DPS 
students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect 
the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for 
social workers and nurses. When I worked in Durham, I knew the SRO, but there was no full time nurse or 
counselor. As a teacher in another district, at a school where we have a strong support team consisting of a 
bilingual counselor, a psychologist, a bilingual social worker, and a nurse, I have seen the difference it makes.  
I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to 
support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address 
chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be 
considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:04:02 PM AST 
Elizabeth Figgie 
1003 Berkeley St.  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Elizabeth Figgie, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) form our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:04:15 PM AST 
Kimberly Blackshear  
811 9th Street, Suite 120-156 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
Defund Sheriff‚Äôs Department and use the funds to hire trauma-informed counselors to SUPPORT our 
students not arrest or escalate our students  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:04:24 PM AST 
Brianna Petrone 
208 Gray Ave, Apt 4H 
Durham, NC 27701 
 



"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million 
allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than 
policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be 
more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:04:39 PM AST 
Jules James 
806 Fanning Way 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"I'm Jules James and I am a Durham resident and the parent of a student at DSA. I am asking DPS to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet fundamental health 
and safety needs of students and staff especially at this time of COVID-19. The lack of mental health, social 
work and nursing staff at our schools is putting students at risk. As we have outsourced these needs in our 
community to the police with devastating results, so have we done so in our schools. I support calls from 
students, staff, parents and community members to invest in professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and support services related to housing, food insecurity, and accessibility resources for 
remote learning especially during COVID." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:05:29 PM AST 
Erin Light 
3307 Middlebrook Ct 
27705 
 
I am a Durham resident and former DPS student. DPS should defund school resource officers (SROs) and 
reinvest that money in increasing wages for teachers and other staff. Policing our students is not effective in 
encouraging them to reach for success. Teachers are the greatest influencers of young minds and can heavily 
influence the future success or failure of a student. They are the greatest resource our society has and we 
should pay them accordingly.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:05:50 PM AST 
Chanelle Croxton  
418 N Driver St.  
Durham, NC 27703  
 



"Cops have no place in schools and the money to fund them, would be better used for other means. I join 
many students in calling for Durham Public Schools to end their contract with the Police Department. The 
$2.74 million budget for school resource officers (SROs) is a chunk of money we can't afford to divest from 
our children's wellbeing. More counselors, nurses, food assistance, supplies and materials. No more cops in 
schools from this year forward. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:05:57 PM AST 
Hy Huynh 
5217 Stanley Rd 
Durham 
 
"My name is Dr. Hy Huynh, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:06:17 PM AST 
Caroline Stayer-Brewington 
405 Hugo Street 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"My name is Caroline Stayer-Brewington and I am a Durham resident. I am a licensed clinical social worker 
and currently am employed as a trauma therapist. I have seen up close the profound damage that using 
officers to intervene in children‚Äôs behavioral needs can cause. One young child I worked with was arrested, 
cuffed, and taken in for fighting at age 12! That is inexcusable. 
 
I beg you, please remove all SRO‚Äôs and police presence from our public schools. Reinvest these funds into 
hiring more skilled professionals who can support our children‚Äôs emotional needs like counselors and 
therapists, better paying our teachers, and providing more in-depth non-violent conflict resolution training 
and ongoing support to implement these methods to all school staff. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:06:28 PM AST 
Kate DeMayo 
205 Cherry Grove 
27703 
 



"Hello! I am a parent to two Durham Public School students at RN Harris Magnet elementary. I know from 
volunteering at school how important social workers, ESL instructors and nurses are to the students and staff. 
Students need access to a full time school nurse, who can be present at the school and help children in need, 
rather than police officers. We need our cafeteria and janitorial staff to make a living wage. We do NOT need 
cops in our school. 
Please do not continue to spend my tax dollars to continue to police children!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:06:48 PM AST 
Abby Furman 
3817 Chippenham Rd 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"As a graduate of Durham Public Schools, I know firsthand how harmful police presence in our schools is. 
I‚Äôve heard SROs make blatantly racist and sexist comments. As a white woman, I largely saw this violence 
instead of experiencing it. It‚Äôs absolutely unacceptable that my peers had to cope with police violence in 
an institution that was supposed to provide education. I still have two siblings enrolled in DPS. Will they 
watch their Black friends and classmates apprehended and threatened unjustly? Will they feel the direct 
stress of armed police in school building? Will they learn to despise policing as an institution after directly 
witnessing it ruin the lives of teenagers who simply wanted to attend school? Policing in schools directly 
targets Black and brown students; the school to prison pipeline is currently realized through Durham Public 
School‚Äôs relationship with police. Cut ties with both the local sheriff and police department. Stop 
militarizing schools." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:06:52 PM AST 
Meghana Giri 
101 Wannamaker Dr.  
Durham, NC 27708 
 
"I believe that police officers should be removed from all Durham public schools. The idea of policing schools 
only contributes to the school-to-prison pipeline, in which students are racially profiled and targeted for 
disciplinary measures. Students who have been suspended 2 or more times are much more likely to drop out 
of school, diminishing their chances of receiving a full education. Police officers can inspire fear and 
apprehension in students, especially Black and Brown students who are more likely to be singled out and 
treated harshly. This drastically damages the learning environment and hinders academic progress. If we truly 
want our students to succeed and live amazing lives, we must remove cops from schools and instead reinvest 
that money into hiring counselors, school psychologists, nurses, and social workers instead. Rather than 
setting up our students for failure and criminalizing their every move, let‚Äôs build a nurturing, productive 
environment that encourages every student to reach their fullest potential. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:07:09 PM AST 
Danielle Moloney 



3611 University Dr 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Please consider defunding the school to prison pipeline by removing SROs and channelling that money 
towards restorative practices trainings for teachers and administrators as well as more nurses, social 
workers, and counselors in our schools. Our schools should focus more on student well-being, support, and 
intervention. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:07:13 PM AST 
Mia Carlyle 
6 Saturn Ct.  
Durham, NC, 27703 
 
"Hi all, my name is Mia and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools, terminate the contract with the Durham County Sheriff's 
Department, and redirect these funds to meet the actual health and safety needs of our students. I support 
this call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing, such as (but not limited to) trauma-informed counselors, social workers, 
and nurses- folks who are trained to meet the needs of students, and not to criminalize their behavior. Thank 
you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:07:14 PM AST 
Allyson 
5 Providence Ridge Ln 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am proud Durham resident and adore our community and equity for all of our neighbors. As such, I stand 
with DPS students and staff in asking to remove School Resources Officers (SROs) from our schools and 
redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. Our rights are human beings are clear: the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. No child 
should struggle along this journey with systems that do not fit or uplift them. Please honor our request to 
strive for the best Durham I know our city can be." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:07:38 PM AST 
Rebecca Viers 
206 Edward Street 
Durham 
 
"Hi, my name is Rebecca Viers and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet health and safety 



needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing, such as trama-informed and 
cultural responsive bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers. Thank you so much!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:07:38 PM AST 
Alaire Hughey 
106 Bennett Ct. 
Durham 
 
My name is Alaire and I am a Durham resident and former violence prevention school coordinator and 
specialist. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School resource officers (SROs) from our 
schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:07:40 PM AST 
Jensey Womack 
900 Park Ridge Rd. 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
My name is Jensey Womack and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:07:45 PM AST 
Hannah Silver 
807 W Trinity Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
My name is Hannah Silver and I am a resident of Durham. I support DPS students and staff in their request to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from DPS schools and redirect those funds to health and safety 
needs of students by investing in professionals who are trained to support mental health and healing of 
students.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:08:01 PM AST 
Daniela Radvak 
428 Southpoint Crossing Dr 



Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I would like to see Durham schools cancel their contact with the sheriff's department. All the money that is 
spend on that could be better utilized in other ways, such as improving mental health services or adding 
other ways to support our students and teachers. Stop the over policing of our schools and communities!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:08:01 PM AST 
Nali Gillespie 
4225 Larchmont Rd Apt 1037 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"My name is Nali Gillespie and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:08:01 PM AST 
Sarah Ficke 
226 White Oak Dr. 
Durham,NC 27707 
 
"I am in favor of removing School Resource Officers from our public schools and redirecting that funding 
towards school nurses, social workers, and counselors in order to promote a healthy, safe, and nonviolent 
learning environment for our students." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:08:06 PM AST 
Kelsey Favret 
200 W Geer Street Apt B 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
I fully support repurposing Durham‚Äôs police budget to DPS and other social services.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:08:09 PM AST 
Mary Carr 



100 W Maynard Ave. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Mary Carr and I am a Durham resident with two young children. I stand with DPS students and 
staff and I am asking you to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds 
to meet the health and safety need of our students through therapists, nurses and people trained to 
ADVOCATE for our youth. I support the call to invest in the safety and success for Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:08:10 PM AST 
Zoe Tallmadge 
910 Virgie Street 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"I attended Riverside High school for all four years, and before that Brogden Middle school and Club 
Boulevard Elementary. In all 13 years of my time at DPS, not once did I benefit from an SRO or other police 
officer on campus. In fact, many of them made my fellow students and I feel very uneasy and uncomfortable 
at times. Many of the male SROs would make inappropriate advances and comments to girls, and would use 
unnecessary handling when touching them. When breaking up disagreements, police officers would often 
slam students and taze them,  using brutal and unnecessary force. I‚Äôm asking for DPS to make advances to 
terminate their contract with the DPD, and instead begin investing money in social workers, nurses, new 
materials for the schools such as textbooks and computers, and look into developing peer mentoring 
programs at every school. An organization with such violent, racist, and brutal tendencies has no place in our 
schools and near our children. Please consider reallocating the money currently used to support having 
officers in our schools. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:08:33 PM AST 
Norine Chan 
2614 Erwin Road Apt 3004  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Norine Chan and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 3:08:36 PM AST 
Cynthia de Miranda 
2010 Sunset Avenue 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Please terminate MOU with Durham Co Sheriff's Department, reallocate funds directed toward placing 
Resource Officers in schools, and instead use the funding for more direct assistance to students, particularly 
in the areas of mental health services, social services, special education, and other non-academic needs. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:08:48 PM AST 
Joshua Braun 
900 Park Ridge Rd. 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
My name is Joshua Braun and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:09:04 PM AST 
Sophia Chimbanda 
1368 Campus Drive 
Durham, NC 27708 
 
"My name is Sophia Chimbanda and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:09:04 PM AST 
Jamie Rincker 
2805 Butner Street 
Durham 
 
"My name is Jamie Rincker and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 



better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:09:25 PM AST 
Margaret (Maggie) Swerlick 
2513 Farthing Street 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"My name is Maggie. I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students like Aissa Lynn and staff in 
demanding that the Durham county school board take steps to ending their contract with the Durham County 
Sheriff department and removing school resource officers from DPS. Though it's been quite time, I was 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes while in middle school. This was a rough transition for me, and even simple 
things like having a place where I felt safe and supported to give myself insulin injections or having a school 
nurse present in case I had a low blood sugar or just did not feel well, would have made this tumultuous time 
in my life even a little bit better. But my school did not have a nurse. Instead this role feel on teachers and 
other administrators who were busy with other aspects of their job. We did however have a police officer at 
the school I attended, for reasons still unknown to me. There is little to no research that cops make students 
safer, but trauma informed counselors and nurses do. Despite having a police officer at my middle school we 
still had fights (which more often than not teachers would end up breaking up and deescalating). I've learned 
this week that our county spends only $15,000 on trying out alternatives to policing in our schools while 
spending millions on maintaining police officer presence and equipment. It is not helping and in fact in many 
cases making schools more dangerous. Please listen to what students are asking for and allocate more 
resources to alternatives to police in school." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:09:54 PM AST 
Vanessa Hines 
3310 Lassiter St. 
Durham  
 
"Please terminate the DPS contract with the sherif‚Äôs department, and redirect the money towards the 
hiring of an adequate amount of nurses, school counselors and school psychologists. We must provide our 
students with qualified professionals who are trained to deal with emotional and physical issues - not 
professionals who are sworn to uphold the law. We know from many studies that police presence in schools 
is an integral part of the school to prison pipeline. We do not need to jail any more of our children. For the 
sake of our families, please do not renew this contract. More nurses. More psychologists. More counselors. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:10:09 PM AST 



Kira Niederhoffer 
2616 Erwin Rd, Apt 2309 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million 
allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than 
policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be 
more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:10:32 PM AST 
Chloe Satter 
904 rome avenue 
durham, nc 27701 
 
defund the police  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:10:39 PM AST 
PEGGY NICHOLSON 
503 E Lavender Ave 
Durham 
 
"Your recent statement regarding the SRO Program at DPS states that ‚ÄúTransparency is essential to 
building trust in our community.‚Äù Despite that, DPS has never collected, analyzed, or published 
comprehensive data about interactions between SROs and DPS students despite repeated requests that they 
do so.  
 
It is not enough for DPS leadership to be ‚Äúopen‚Äù to an Impact Assessment of the SRO Program. Instead, it 
is your duty to perform such an assessment before accepting 2.7 million worth of SRO officers to patrol your 
schools. It is not enough that you are ‚Äúhappy to participate‚Äù in a community forum. You should be the 
ones leading the charge to ensure student, teacher, and community voices are heard on this issue. 
 
The onus should not be on DPS students to convince you that the SRO Program is not working and is actually 
harmful to many. If you want to build trust and credibility on this issue, you should share evidence - beyond 
anecdotes - that supports this program. In the meantime, you should invest resources in evidence-based 
interventions to improve school safety, such as adding additional school counselors, social workers, and 
nurses.   
" 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 3:11:12 PM AST 
Nicole Lewis  
106 Bennett Ct  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
My name is Nicole and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
resource officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:11:40 PM AST 
Sara Katherine Baudhuin 
315 Towerview Road 
Durham, NC 27708 
 
"My name is Sara Kate Baudhuin and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:11:47 PM AST 
Alan McNamee 
9 Dunnhaven Ct 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"My name is Alan McNamee and I am a Durham resident. I stand with Durham Public Schools students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the 
real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices 
and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. 
This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered.   Sincerely,  Alan McNamee. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:11:48 PM AST 



Becca Lane 
630 W Club Blvd 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Becca and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is better 
spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:12:07 PM AST 
Adria Gunter 
605 W Main St  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
My name is Adria Gunter and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:12:11 PM AST 
Jessica Jenkins 
2320 Englewood Ave 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"As a Durham resident with a partner working in the DPS system, I strongly oppose funding the police 
department budget at the expense of DPS staff salaries. If we want solutions for the problems that currently 
exist, we must invest in education." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:12:13 PM AST 
Sara Orphanides 
2202 Thunder Road 
Durham NC 27712 
 
"My name is Sara and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 



be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered.‚Äù" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:12:29 PM AST 
Jenna Funicella 
1839 Forest Rd 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Jenn and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:12:48 PM AST 
Austin Michael Mueller 
611 Holloway St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Austin Mueller, and I am a Durham city resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and to redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of our students. One of the goals of having SROs in the schools is to ‚Äú[f]oster and maintain a 
conducive teaching and learning atmosphere throughout the school day for students and faculty,‚Äù and I 
can‚Äôt imagine how police officers can add to a healthy school atmosphere in light of the racist history and 
policies of the police force in this country. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with more professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing, such as school 
nurses, child psychologists, substance abuse specialists, career counselors and guidance counselors." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:12:51 PM AST 
Caroline Doherty 
2211 Hillsborough Rd. 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Caroline Doherty and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 



health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:12:53 PM AST 
Raina Harrell 
1025 Monmouth Avenue 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Please end the contract with the sheriff's department and reallocate that $2.74M to other trained 
professionals such as teachers, counselors, nurses, and social workers." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:12:55 PM AST 
Ariela Marcus-Sells 
1119 N. Roxboro Street 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Ariela Marcus-Sells and I am a Durham resident and an educator.I stand with DPS students and 
staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to 
meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety 
practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and 
nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 
healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more 
critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:13:40 PM AST 
Madeline Clark 
910 constitution drive 
Durham NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Maddie Clark, I am a Durham resident and Minnesota native. I stand with DPS students and staff 
to remove School Resource Officers from schools and to reinvest that money to other more capable entities 
to ensure the health and safety of our students. It is imperative that we support  our students by investing in 
the safety and success of Durham youth, investing in trained mental health professionals and social workers, 
to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 3:14:02 PM AST 
Reed Benjamin 
1342 Sedwick Rd 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Please end the DPS contract with the sheriff‚Äôs department. It‚Äôs very important that we reallocate these 
resources in order to better serve the children of DPS. We can better serve and protect students and staff by 
hiring qualified professionals such as social workers, counselors, and translators. We need professionals 
working in our schools who are highly trained in conflict resolution without the use of intimidation or 
violence. Police officers in public schools have not ensured safety and instead of throwing this money away, it 
is time to implement alternative solutions." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:14:12 PM AST 
Sarah Meiners 
1518 S Roxboro St 
Durham 
 
"Dear Durham County School Board Members,  
First of all, thank you. I believe that you each hold our public school youth's safety and well-being in mind 
during decision making. To that end, I stand with the DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and, importantly, redirect the fund to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health, healing, and growth.  
 
I believe we have an opportunity to implement positive and necessary change so the future of Durham, and 
our country looks and acts better than what we have now. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sarah Meiners, Durham resident" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:14:30 PM AST 
Samira Wellemeyer 
4305 TALCOTT DR 
DURHAM 
 
"My name is Samira Wellemeyer, and as a DPS parent, I stand with DPS students and staff in asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and 
safety needs of all students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. " 
 
 
 



 
2020/06/10 3:14:44 PM AST 
Gabrielle Rivero 
725 Glade Aster Drive 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"My name is Gabrielle Rivero and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:14:58 PM AST 
Kristina Sweet 
4763 Breckenridge Dr. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
 
"To the Durham Public School Board, in 2019 alone there were 46 weeks, and 45 school shootings within 
those weeks. There have been a minimum of 429 fatal police incidents in 2019 alone. The major correlations 
in these 2 statistics are that parties have been militarized through weaponry in school environments. Why 
would you combine those statistics and have the chance of more fatalities to CHILDREN? I strongly advise 
while you make your decision to consider these facts and the risk that you're bringing to an environment 
meant to educate and reform children into adults. Look at the example you're sending to them and consider 
that their are other ways to create a safe environment for learning. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:15:16 PM AST 
Virginia K Hench 
19 PINNACLE RD 
DURHAM 
 
My name is Ginnie Hench and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SRO's) form our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:15:26 PM AST 
Simon Topp 
122 Cheek St Apt. B 



Carrboro 
 
"Hi there, as a resident of the Triangle, I'd just like to express my support for diverting the funds earmarked 
for 'School Resource Officers' towards more trained professionals such as counselors, social workers, and 
nurses." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:15:30 PM AST 
Kerri hoffman  
1225 w cornwallis 
Durham NC 27572 
 
I am a durham resident and I would like to have our police budget moved from the police department to our 
education and social services departments. Thank you 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:16:14 PM AST 
Emily Nicole Wismer 
2813 Legion Ave 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"As a former grade school educator, I can speak with experience of the negative effects of police officers in 
schools and the great need for counselors and other forms of care. Police in the school give students a feeling 
of already being in a jail, not an open world for learning. My school in Chicago had police officers, but no 
counselors for students to turn to to work out issues. Schools should be places where people feel safe, and it 
should be obvious by now that police do not make people of color feel safer and creating an environment 
that feels antagonistic only makes our problems worse. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:16:25 PM AST 
JP Hyzy 
1010B Clarendon St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
My name is JP Hyzy and I'm a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students like Aissa Lynn as well as staff in 
demanding that the Durham County School Board follow in the footsteps of Minneapolis and Portland in 
ending your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department. We already know that cops don't make 
our students any safer-- there's no published research that supports the claim that they do-- but trauma-
informed counselors and nurses actually do. The county spends a measly $15k on trying out an alternative to 
policing in our schools (with one restorative justice project at only one DPS school) while spending millions on 
militarizing school spaces with police presence and equipment. This is unacceptable and dangerous. I ask 
along with so many DPS students and staff that you remove School Resource Officers from our schools and 
redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the call to invest in the 
safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and 



healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:16:49 PM AST 
Beck Sidelinger 
606 E Hammond St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
My name is Beck Sidelinger and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:17:05 PM AST 
Emily Stewart 
115 W Edgewood Dr 
Durham 
 
"My name is Emily Stewart and I am a Durham resident. I stand with Durham 
Public Schools students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers 
from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health 
and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to 
critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to 
meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a 
crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals 
who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and 
trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics 
can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:17:07 PM AST 
Kathryn Hixson 
18 Gorham Pl 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
" 
My name is Kathryn Hixson and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 



Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:17:12 PM AST 
Holly L Franklin 
8 Bay Ridge Court 
DURHAM 
 
"Please end the 2.74M contract with the Sheriff's Department.  Please remove SRO's from the schools.  This 
money would better spent on Guidance Counselors, School Psychologists, Social Workers, EC Programs, and 
Nurses.  We need trauma-informed, culturally responsive, and bilingual employees.  At my daughter's high 
school, we lost a wonderful guidance counselor because she was overburdened by doing the job of at least 
two people.  She was an important factor in helping my traumatized child being able to come back to school 
and remain at school.  We need more employees like her.  She was professional, humane, warm, and very 
good at her job.  The school needs 10 of her instead of maybe 5 positions that currently exist.  A law officer 
doesn't have the skill set that was needed to assist my child to continue attending school and thrive at 
school. We don't need police escalating issues with students unnecessarily that negatively effect the student 
for the rest of their lifes.  We want to raise healthy, mentally strong, and well-educated kids so that they are 
healthy, mentally strong and well-educated adults.  DPS shouldn't be a pipeline to jail and life time 
imprisonment.  Please end the SRO contract now!   " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:18:04 PM AST 
Raafe Purnsley 
1922 Morehead Ave  
Durham, NC , 27707 
 
Students and their families needs services that are far more complex and diverse than the policing and 
guarding of school property. Defund the police and create programs where social workers and qualified 
peoples can provide resources and support to students that won‚Äôt lead to their arrest or worse  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:18:10 PM AST 
Shelbie Staley-Kang 
6325 Monterrey Creek Drive 
27713 
 
I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) 
from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing. 
 



 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:18:30 PM AST 
Monet Marshall 
208 Gray Ave 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"Young people spend the majority of their waking hours in school which means that they spend the majority 
of their developmental time in school. Why would that time be impeded by policing that does not have the 
capacity to nurture their dreams and support them through struggles. Young people deserve to feel 
emotionally safe so that they can learn and grow and SROs do not provide that care. Remove the SROs from 
school and invest in services that are scientifically proven to support their growth such as trauma informed 
counselors, the arts and sex positive, queer and trans inclusive health education. And, of course, paying 
teachers more for the emotional labor they already provide." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:18:36 PM AST 
Stephanie Hughes 
400 Davie Rd #66 
Carrboro 
 
"My name is Stephanie Hughes and I am a DPS teacher. I stand alongside DPS students like Aissa Dearing in 
demanding the DPS Board of Education follow in the footsteps of cities like Minneapolis and Portland, OR in 
ending the contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department.  
 
Cops in our schools don't keep our students safer, but school counselors, social workers, and nursers who are 
trained specifically in responding to student crises DO. The county has goals and addendums in its Strategic 
Plan to hire more counselors and to adopt policies that serve to keep students safe. The district is also still 
paying the Sheriff's department millions of dollars. This is not the type of investment that will truly benefit 
and support our students. This is not the type of policy and investment that will keep our students safe and 
help us accomplish the goals laid out in the Strategic Plan.  
 
If we believe, as a district, that we have done our jobs as teachers, administrators, and support staff to 
properly educate our students, then we MUST NOW LISTEN TO THEM when they tell us what they need and 
want in order to keep themselves safe. They do not feel protected by SROs (because they aren't). These are 
not the people they need in buildings to support them in times of need. They need school counselors, social 
workers and nurses in their schools ALL DAY, EVERYDAY. We owe it to them to invest our already 
underfunded budgets in ways that serve them best. You cannot continue to aid and abet the school-to-prison 
pipeline. You have the power to dismantle it. You have the opportunity to show how valuable and powerful 
our students‚Äô voices really are. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:18:38 PM AST 
Austin Dixon 
5111 Fortunes Ridge Dr 



Durham 
 
"My name is Austin Dixon and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:18:57 PM AST 
Eli Meyerhoff 
2409 Shenandoah Ave. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Eli Meyerhoff and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:19:01 PM AST 
Malissa McSwain 
309 Northwood Circle 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
My name is Malissa McSwain. My three siblings and I all graduated from Riverside High School from 2007 to 
2014. I stand with current DPS students and staff asking to remove SROs from our schools and redirect those 
funds to support students' needs. I echo all of the demands submitted in Aissa Dearing's letter to the school 
board-- please recognize the inherent anti-blackness perpetuated by the presence of law enforcement in 
schools and listen to the community's proposals for alternative definitions and implementations of true 
public safety. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:19:32 PM AST 
Allison Bunker 
919 N Buchanan Blvd 
Durham, NC 27701 



 
"My name is Allison and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, andmust 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:19:46 PM AST 
Aidan Fitzsimons 
903 Onslow St 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"My name is Aidan Fitzsimons and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and 
resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is 
a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and 
success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical 
than ever, andmust be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:20:06 PM AST 
Erica Gallerani 
1000 N Duke St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"Hello, my name is Erica Gallerani and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from schools and redirecting that funding meet the health and 
safety needs of Durham‚Äôs students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth 
with trained mental and physical health professionals. Thank you for your time." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:20:08 PM AST 
Madeline Miller 
2012 Jersey Ave. Apt. C. 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"We are in a moment of international reckoning with American police forces and their militarized legacy of 
brutally terrorizing Black people. Policing in the U.S. originates in the institution of slavery during this 



country‚Äôs founding and its effect extends into the imperialist terrorizing of people all over the world. The 
Durham Public School community does not want the Sherriff's department present in our children‚Äôs spaces 
of learning and growth. We see their presence as contrary to our community values of fostering life, 
education, and mutual aid.‚Ä© The Durham Public School system is robbing itself by investing $2.75 million a 
year into an organization that commits violence in our communities, inherently. We raise up Niecey Fennell 
and all  children who have been harmed by the Durham County Police.‚Ä© We demand that DPS defund its 
relationship with the Sheriff's department. It will be a beautiful day when we give ourselves the gift of our 
own tax dollars to foster the beautiful growth and stability of our children‚Äôs lives." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:20:24 PM AST 
Toni Howell 
5500 Fortunes Ridge Drive 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
Please cancel your contract with the Durham County Sheriff's department.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:20:25 PM AST 
samuel kazuo parker 
1122 iredell st  
durham bc 27705 
 
just heard about this and i‚Äôm at work so apologies but i hope my brevity does not undermine the weight of 
my comment: SROs do not make our children safer- divest from punishment and invest in upstream 
community care by increasing DPS staff funding!  thank you! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:20:38 PM AST 
Love Anderson 
6319 Coronado Lane 
27713 
 
I am a former public school teacher here in Durham. I wants was injured by two students who got into a 
physical altercation. I would much have preferred to have an additional trained counselor who is there to 
help students rather than a police officer. A person with an education and or counseling background. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:21:11 PM AST 
Sandra Korn 
2328 Huron St 
Durham, NC 27707 



 
"I am writing to support the DPS students‚Äô request to end all collaboration with the sheriffs‚Äô department 
and eliminate SROs from schools. Black and Latinx students have made it clear that SROs do not make them 
feel safe - and our students are precious. They should be able to focus on their classes, extracurriculars, and 
friends, without fear of the school to prison pipeline. Thank you!" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:21:16 PM AST 
Sarah Van Name 
721 Turmeric Lane 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Sarah Van Name, and I've lived in Durham for 11 years. I stand with DPS students and staff 
asking that DPS remove SROs and instead use that money to pay classified staff members a minimum of 
$15/hour--immediately, rather than in the phased approach I understand is currently planned--and to help 
pay the salaries of staff members trained to support students' mental health needs. With the combination of 
a global pandemic and ongoing police violence against Black communities, our students need mental health 
support now more than ever. They need it more than they need police in the hallways. Thanks for your 
consideration. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:21:42 PM AST 
Andrew Marino 
2841 Chapel Hill Road 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
My name is Andrew and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:21:46 PM AST 
Matt Trower 
1753 Morehead Ave 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Hello. It is because I love my city, I love the youth, and I want them to thrive that I say it's vital that DPS 
break their contract with the Sheriff's department. We do not need cops ("School Resource Officers") in our 
schools. Our youth do not need more policing and they do not need the threat of police violence over their 
heads in the places they are supposed to learn and grow. Instead of threatening the safety of students and 
enforcing the school-to-prison pipeline, I urge DPS to get SROs out of our schools and instead put funds 
towards services that help our youth thrive: such as nurses, mental health providers, guidance counselors, 
and programs that ensure each child is well fed and has a place to go if they are afraid, angry, or sad. More 



policing and surveillance will never bring us freedom or safety. Give our youth what they need to succeed. 
Many students have already lived through a lifetime of trauma and need support, not punishment and 
violence. You know what is right, now do it." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:21:55 PM AST 
Sia Kennedy 
512 Gray Ave 
27701 
 
My name is Sia Kennedy and I‚Äôm a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
SROs (Student Resource Officers) from schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of 
our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:22:02 PM AST 
Ruth Fetaw  
113 Edens Dr, Edens Quad, Duke University 
Durham, NC, 27708 
 
"My name is Ruth Fetaw and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, 
we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial 
part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of 
Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the 
COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, 
and must be addressed before academics can be considered. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:23:09 PM AST 
Ashley Stephens 
2106 Front st.  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
My name is Ashley Stephens and I am a Durham resident.  I stand with DPS Students and staff asking to 
remove School resource Officers (SROs) from our school and redirect funds to meet the health and safety 
needs of our students.I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health healing.  
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 3:23:10 PM AST 
Jill Berrong 
207 West Murray Avenue 
Durham 
 
"I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers 
(SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our 
students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more 
likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring 
our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with 
professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, 
this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be 
addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:23:13 PM AST 
Nicole Kanarr 
3013 Broomsedge Way 
Durham NC 27712 
 
My name is Nikki Kanarr and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers from our schools and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs of our 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:23:22 PM AST 
Amber Moser 
7217 Aquinas Ave  
Raleigh, NC 27617 
 
"I would like to see the money allocated to SROs be redistributed to find more social workers and school 
nurses.  My son attends Spring Valley Elementary.  The school nurse is only there one day a week and she 
told me she covers 1800 students with complex needs herself.  Our school counselor is overwhelmed with 
the needs of our young students.  We need more community building resources.  My child is a middle-class 
white kid with all of the benefits that come with this.  He has classmates who told me, IN KINDERGARTEN 
when I did reading time volunteering, that their relative sold pills and they couldn‚Äôt see them anymore.  
These children need US, the tax-paying community, to support them in growing up not to punish them and 
police them.  More social workers and nurses will lead to less need for SROs." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:24:10 PM AST 
Maria Khoudary 
1212 Green Street 



Durham 
 
My name is Maria and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from schools and meet the health and safety needs of our students. I support the 
call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support 
student mental health and healing.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:24:17 PM AST 
Jessica Williams 
1600 Anderson Street, B5 
27707 
 
My name is Jessica Williams and I am a Durham resident and have several years of experience in public 
education. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our 
school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. This is a 
crucial part of ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success 
of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing rather 
than continuing to invest in policing in schools. Our kids deserve better.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:24:19 PM AST 
Laura Max 
515 S Mangum St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Laura Max and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:24:28 PM AST 
Lauren Rose 
120 Polks Landing 
Chapel Hill NC 27516 
 



"Please end the contract with the sheriff‚Äôs department and allocate those funds for trained professionals 
like trauma-informed and cultural responsive bilingual counselors, nurses and social workers." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:25:22 PM AST 
Sara VanLear 
1008 Sedgefield St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I am a resident of Durham with a child at Riverside H.S. I'm adding my support to all other residents in the 
city who demand an end to the over $2m contract with the Sheriff's department for school resource officers. 
These resources should go toward trained professionals who can better respond to students' needs with 
trauma and culture-informed expertise and experience.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:25:24 PM AST 
Elizabeth Atwell  
1009 W Lakewood Ave 
Durham 
 
"I  stand with DPS teachers, students and staff in urging that you make the sensible decision to replace School 
Resource Officers with trained, bilingual counselors, nurses, and social workers that are better able to 
support the safety, success, mental health and healing of Durham Public School students. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:26:00 PM AST 
Ariana Paniagua 
3600 Tremont Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"My name is Ariana Paniagua and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to 
remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real 
health and safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners 
for SROs is better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical 
student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:26:30 PM AST 



Owen Christian 
911 W. Club Blvd. 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"Hi, my name is Owen and I am rising second grader in the DPS system. I do not want the police at my school. 
I want to help but I'm a kid and I'm not sure I can so I'm hoping you can try to help. And I want to do anything 
possible to help my community. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:26:34 PM AST 
Alison Conrad 
708 S Buchanan Blvd 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Alison Conrad and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and 
safety needs of our students. The $2.74 million allocated by the Board of County Commissioners for SROs is 
better spent addressing student needs than policing them.  If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended ratios for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:26:54 PM AST 
Megan Llewellyn 
605 W Chapel Hill St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Megan, and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our schools and I support the demand to end the $2.74M contract with 
the Sheriff's department. Instead, redirect those funds to invest in our student's success and future by 
meeting their health and educational needs. This money could be used to hire trained professionals like 
trauma-informed and cultural responsive bilingual counselors and nurses. With the current pandemic, we 
also should be expanding the technological resources for students to minimize the disruption to their 
education and increase classrooms' flexibility as the situation remains uncertain. I call on the Durham County 
School Board to listen to our students and invest in their health and education." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:26:56 PM AST 
Kelly Cosby 
Millstone 
Durham, NC 27713 



 
The recently published statement from DPS about School Resource Officers (SROs) ended by saying: 
‚ÄúTransparency is essential to building trust in our community.‚Äù  One way to ensure transparency would 
be to publicly post the most current version of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between DPS and 
the Sheriff‚Äôs Office (referenced in the statement) in an easily accessible location on the DPS website. 
Thanks. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:26:59 PM AST 
C. D. 
203 W Trinity Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Durham County School Board needs to follow Minneapolis AND Portland in ending contracts with cops. I 
don't understand the need to put down money for POLICING when that money NEEDS to go towards more 
school nurses, social workers, psychologists, teachers, and counselors to support STUDENT SUCCESS and 
EDUCATION -- NOT policing students. If the school board does not end the $2.74M contract, the board is 
perpetuating systemic racism and enforcing violent barriers on students, specifically students of color. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:27:00 PM AST 
Karen Zhao 
420 Chapel Drive 
Durham, NC 27708 
 
"Hello, I am a Duke student who often volunteers in Durham public schools. I‚Äôve seen and heard stories 
about the lack of funding some schools have and the wide disparities in funding from one school to the next, 
and I believe every school should receive an equitable (not to be confused with equal!) amount of funding. 
Furthermore, I urge you to end your $2.74 million contract with Durham County Sheriff as a step toward a 
more supportive, resource oriented education and less punitive education, and to invest that money instead 
in funding your schools and teachers that need it most. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:27:02 PM AST 
Xander Madsen 
4 Greers Ferry Ct 
Durham 
 
"Dissolve any contracts with the Durham Police Department in DPS, I don't feel that my children will be safe 
in schools with armed officers." 
 
 
 
 



2020/06/10 3:27:14 PM AST 
Chessa Rich 
104 Huse St. 
Durham 
 
"SRO officers are not the best way to support Durham's children as they face challenges that are often due to 
poverty, mental health issues, and institutional racism. Please increase funding for social workers, nurses, 
and counselors in our schools and decrease the police presence there. Our black and brown children's lives 
are at stake here. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:27:18 PM AST 
Madison 
2816 Erwin St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"It is important for schools and us as community members to consider education holistically. Schools should 
be funding positions and programs to focus on counselors, advanced and unique programs, and social 
workers, not policemen. Studies have show that they don‚Äôt necessarily improve the safety of the school 
and they definitely don‚Äôt enhance the learning environment. " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:27:53 PM AST 
Sonja Thalheimer 
1209 N Duke St. 
Durham 
 
"My name is Sonja Thalheimer and I am a Durham resident and a teacher in Durham Public Schools. I stand 
with DPS students and my fellow staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school 
buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are 
redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national 
recommended rations for social workers and nurses. We need more school counselors, social workers, 
nurses, student support staff, family liasons, etc. All of these roles would serve to better resource students 
and support them - thereby preventing any behaviors that could escalate into the sort of situation SROs are 
called for.  
Redirecting funds from SROs to other student services is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for 
students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are 
trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to 
professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before 
academics can be considered. Thank you so much." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:28:09 PM AST 
Melissa Feimster Lido 



5500 Fortunes Ridge Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"My name is Melissa Lido and I am a Durham resident and DPS teacher at Riverside. I stand with DPS students 
and staff asking to remove School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds 
to meet the real health and safety needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student 
safety practices and resources, we will be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social 
workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to 
invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who are trained to support student 
mental health and healing. During the COVID pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress 
and trauma is more critical than ever, and must be addressed before academics can be considered. As we all 
know our students cannot focus and learn when their mental health needs are not being addressed." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:28:19 PM AST 
Ashley Skaff 
807 E. Main St. #6108 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
My name is Ashley Skaff and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove 
School Resource Officers (SROs) from our school and redirect the funds to meet the health and safety needs 
of our students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham youth with professionals who 
are trained to support student mental health and healing. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:28:31 PM AST 
Daniel Chiavaroli 
1801 kirkwood drive 
Durham Nc 27705 
 
"My name is Daniel and I am a Durham resident. I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove School 
Resource Officers (SROs) from our school buildings and redirect the funds to meet the real health and safety 
needs of our students. If the funds are redistributed to critical student safety practices and resources, we will 
be more likely to meet national recommended rations for social workers and nurses. This is a crucial part to 
ensuring our schools are safe for students. I support the call to invest in the safety and success of Durham 
youth with professionals who are trained to support student mental health and healing. During the COVID 
pandemic, this ability to professionally address chronic stress and trauma is more critical than ever, and must 
be addressed before academics can be considered." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:28:44 PM AST 
Dr. William P. Jackson 
111 S Guthrie Ave 
Durham 



 
I would like to ask the school board to have the district extend the survey period for the Spark Re-entry 
survey. I think the deadline should be extended to the end of the month at least. I just found out about the 
survey as a very informed parent yesterday. I also would ask that the task-force re-examine their composition 
to ensure that they have folks that could make more culturally responsive decisions about communications 
and deadlines. 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:06 PM AST 
Thomas Brown 
2415 Farthing Street 
Durham 
 
"I am a local educator and Durham resident who wants to see DPS ending its contract with the Sheriff's 
department for "school resource officers" and reallocating these funds to necessary trained services such as 
trauma-informed and culturally-responsive counselors, nurses, and social workers. This would be in line with 
many of the other positive changes we've seen in DPS over the last few years, and our restorative justice 
goals as a school system." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:10 PM AST 
Anna Gallerani 
1000 N Duke St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
I stand with DPS students and staff asking to remove SRO‚Äôs and redirect funding to resources that could 
better handle the health and safety needs of students.  
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:16 PM AST 
James Thostenson 
506 N Mangum St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"As a citizen of Durham and one vested in its future, I believe it is important to consider what good in our 
schools could be done by reallocating the $2.74M contract we have with the Sheriff's department into other 
social and safety programs that could dramatically increase the health and well-being of our young populace. 
I would remind the board of what good employing sheriff's deputies at a school did when Niclas Cruz began 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 2 years ago. The 4 deputies fled or hid offering neither 
assistance to the 17 students slain that day nor psychological assistance to the shooter days/weeks/years 
before. I do not blame the officers that failed to act, even though that was why they were hired and why 
Parkland had the contract with the Sheriff's office. No one can predict how they will act if faced with gun-fire. 
However, the event highlights just how ineffective bringing heavily armed law enforcement into a situation 
that clearly needed more trained professionals such as trauma-informed and cultural responsive bilingual 



counselors, nurses, and social workers. I believe Durham can be a model for other public school systems in 
seeing reformation and investment in bettering the well-being of its students rather than further increasing 
or continuing their quasi-penal educative environment which has caused more harm and trauma than it has 
prevented. Please Board members, consider whether arming peace does more than teaching understanding. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:16 PM AST 
Leah Erlbaum 
1209 N Duke St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"As an educator at Lakewood Elementary School, I strongly urge DPS to end its contract with the Police 
Department. Durham schools need resources to support students and keep them safe, and SROs do not keep 
our students safe. The $2.74 million allocated to fund SROs in schools could be instead used to:  
 
-Increase the number of school counselors, psychologists & social workers 
-Ensure all schools have a full-time nurse in the building at all times 
-Implement restorative justice practices & provide adequate training for staff 
-Increase the number of EC positions to reflect the educational needs of students  
-Improve facilities   
-Pay classified staff $15/hr (that includes IAs, cafeteria staff & custodians)  
-Implement the Community Schools program at more schools-- community-led problem-solving benefits ALL 
of us 
 
Now is the right time to get SROs out of schools and truly invest in our students' futures.  
 
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:21 PM AST 
Jay Pande 
416 Chapel Drive 
Durham, NC 27708 
 
"The school board should cancel its contract with the Durham County Sheriff's Department. The $2.47 million 
could be put to many better uses, including paying a living wage to school staff and providing additional 
funding for EC students. My family member is a DPS teacher and she sees firsthand how the needs of 
students and workers are not being met. I have been proud to be a Durham resident during my four years at 
Duke because the public servants I have met with, including the mayor, have had the best interests of the city 
in mind. I urge them not to let us down now." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:37 PM AST 



Mara Guevarra 
906 Orient St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"My name is Mara Guevarra and I am a NCSSM alum ('11) and a current Durham resident that was raised in 
Fayetteville, NC. I am writing to demand that the Board ends its contract with the Durham County Sherriff's 
department. I have seen firsthand how the militarization of schools hurts our children. I urge you to instead 
invest in our kids: invest in their wellbeing, their health, and look at frameworks of restorative justice. Having 
police in a school is not conducive to a learning environment. How can you learn when you don't feel safe? 
This weaponized and violent culture of fear and obedience that is inflicted in our public schools by leadership 
needs to end. A contract of $2.74M MUST and SHOULD be invested in trauma-informed counselors and 
nurses to properly support Durham youth: do not feed more of these youth into the school-to-prison 
pipeline. Serve the youth: protect them, love them, nurture them, heal them." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:43 PM AST 
Kevin Choy 
123 Forest Oaks Drive 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"I first want to say thank you to the Board for taking time to read this correspondence and for all the hard 
work you put into representing the children of Durham Public Schools. I am writing to discuss with the Board 
the issue of the school-to-prison pipeline  which exists in North Carolina and one concrete and actionable 
step the board can take to combat it. I believe you are familiar with the school-to-prison pipeline, a term for 
the series of factors which taken together have the effect of removing students prematurely from the 
education system and leading them into incarceration. This has a tragic effect on or communities and on our 
youth. In particular I want to discuss one facet of the school-to-prison pipeline: School Resource Officers 
(SROs). 
-SROs are not trained to seek out and address the underlying needs behind students‚Äô misbehavior in an 
equitable way. They often have little or no training in child and adolescent development and mental health, 
safe restraint techniques, recognizing signs of trauma or how to work effectively with students with 
disabilities. 
-Studies have found that SROs in schools have NOT increased the safety of schools, and does not deter 
students from misbehavior.  
-Conversely, the presence of SROs causes harm to our school communities. In particular, school-based arrests 
increase: the Southern Poverty Law Center points out that students in schools where SROs are stationed are 
five times as likely to be arrested than students in schools without SROs- even when controlling for 
socioeconomic factors- and that these arrests frequently occur for minor infractions. 
-Children and youth need nourishment, guidance, and support. Misbehavior in school is often indicative of 
underlying problems that these children face, which could include stress in their homelife or family, bullying 
at school, trauma, or other external factors. Misbehavior is often a child‚Äôs way of crying out for help and 
guidance, and by equipping schools with SROs instead of individuals trained in child development, we are 
failing our youth who need us most. 
-Here in Durham County, there are Police Deputies in our elementary, middle, and high schools. As you know, 
North Carolina tries 16 and 17 year old youth as adults in the adult criminal system regardless of the severity 
of their alleged offence, so here in North Carolina, that means depositing our vulnerable youth at ages as 
young as 16 into the adult criminal justice system for minor infractions such as disruptive behavior. This sets 
our young adults on paths where they are more likely to re-offend, as studies show that juveniles who are 



prosecuted in the adult system are more likely to reoffend, and to commit more serious crimes when they 
do, than youth who receive age-appropriate treatment and rehabilitation through the juvenile justice system. 
Youth who act out in schools are not bad people, and they are not criminal adults. They are youth who need 
care, understanding, empathy and guidance.  
  
Imagine that instead of an SRO, a trauma-informed therapist was employed to have conversations with 
students to understand the underlying causes of their behavior and identify confounding factors such as 
poverty, stress at home, or socioeconomic factors that can be addressed. Now that student, instead of being 
removed from school and deposited into the criminal justice system, can be connected with appropriate 
resources, can continue learning along with their peers, and experience personal growth into adulthood as all 
children should. 
  
For these reasons I ask that the Board END THE 2.74M CONTRACT WITH THE SHERRIF'S DEPARTMENT FOR 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS.  
 
Removing SROs from our schools and reallocating that funding is an actionable way to dismantle the insidious 
school-to-prison pipeline. Again, data shows that SROs do not necessarily make schools safer, so let‚Äôs 
allocate funding to strategies that can. I truly believe that you on the Board have the power to make DPS a 
model of success for the state to look to by strengthening our community. This is a concrete move which can 
help our towns stop failing our children and start nurturing safer, happier, healthier communities.  
 " 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:50 PM AST 
Erin Carson 
1808 Chapel Hill Rd 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Durham prides itself on being a progressive city that is striving to be a better place for EVERYONE to live, 
work, and build a good life. Our students, especially our historically marginalized Black students, should be at 
the forefront of that focus because there is so much harm to repair. Across the country, cities and school 
boards are taking the necessary and historic steps to divest from policing (which is undeniably harmful 
especially for Black students) and invest in real change and opportunity. Durham can be no exception now 
when we‚Äôve been a beacon of progress, powerful organizing, and resistance. The people have made their 
voices clear about what they want through the broad Durham Beyond Policing Coalition, through the 
thousands who have been in our streets the past couple weeks, and through our clear and well thought out 
demands. And we will make our voices clear in the voting booths if this body gets this wrong. Sever ties with 
policing in schools and invest in our all of our students‚Äô futures. Policing in schools is not evidenced based. 
In fact the evidence proves how detrimental it is (refer to Pushout by Monique Morris and Promises Kept by 
Hilary Beard et al). I can‚Äôt think of any other wasteful use of resources a school board would be able to 
make on this same scale that isn‚Äôt evidence based and causes direct harm to students. The excuse has 
been made that armed police in schools serve the roles of mentors and confidants. So hire coaches, 
counselors, after school coordinators, nurses, or literally anyone else who doesn‚Äôt cause terror among 
students and families carrying around a gun, batons, and mace. You have the power to end the school to 
prison pipeline for Durham kids. Invest the $2.74 million you would spend on cops in the future of our kids ‚Äì 
in actual education resources and wellness activities and social supports and health." 
 
 



 
 
2020/06/10 3:29:51 PM AST 
Charles Watts 
1707 Haddington Dr 
Durham, NC, 27712 
 
"Hello, my name is Charles Watts.  I am a Durham resident and I am also grew up here.  I hope that the DC 
School Board ends the contract with the Sheriff's Department just as the Minneapolis and Portland school 
boards have done.  I don't believe there is much science supporting the idea that police presence at schools 
decreases violence.  There are alternatives I wish we would explore that may cause less trauma to students.  
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2020/06/10 3:30:01 PM AST 
Christel Butchart 
1210 Anderson St. 
Durham 
 
Thank you for your service on our Durham Board of Education.  As a long-time educator, parent, and 
community member, I hope that DPS will continue to move in the direction of implementing Restorative 
Practices. This will require significant funding to provide training to your teachers and administrators. 
Educators trained in Restorative Practices will be better equipped for classroom management and de-
escalating minor conflicts within a classroom or at unstructured times, and most importantly, building a 
school culture where each and every child is valued for their individual voice.  The impact is a safer, healthier 
school community and a disruption of the school-to-prison pipeline.  Thank you for your work in this area.  I 
can be a resource in the community should you want to discuss further  -Christel Butchart, Chair of Peaceful 
Schools NC 
 
 
 
 


