
2/18/2021 22:17:43 
Nicolle Mercer  
4 Coach Terrace 
Durham Nc 27713 
 
"As it has been voted for in-person instruction to resume, we kindly request that tonight you 
vote to allow the return of parents of athletes to be allowed to be spectators at all outdoor 
athletic competitions, effective immediately.  Thank you.  " 
 
 
 
 
 
2/19/2021 12:10:20 
Morghean McPhail 
Oxford Drive 
durham 
 
"The feeling among a great many Durham teachers right now, after the January 18th , is that we 
have been betrayed, disrespected, and are considered dispensable. The Board said it would 
follow the metrics in order to keep Durham safe, then promptly went back on their word. The 
Board said it didn‚Äôt want their collective-hand to be forced, so forced a decision on the very 
thing they objected to. The Board bemoaned the lack of teacher input in the re-opening plan, 
then voted on that very plan before consulting with a single teacher. When Natalie Beyer asked 
why these arbitrary dates could not wait until teachers were vaccinated, there was no 
response. 
 
So what did we get? Nauseating platitudes. Prayers that no one dies, but a vote on a plan that 
will ensure people do. The best was saved for last when we were told to ‚Äúturn off our TV‚Äôs 
and practice mindfulness‚Äù ‚Äì an outrageously patronizing thing to say to professionals with 
legitimate fears for their lives and health, and that of their families. Said by a board member 
who had no intention of sending his children back into the very buildings to which he had just 
committed adults at risk. 
 
Should you choose to look at social media following the meeting,  you may gain a sense of the 
deep grief and consternation your hastily and ill-considered timeline has caused. Whether I 
choose to resign, retire or remain depends on a great many things, but at least now I know I 
cannot depend on those five Board Members who voted against teachers. 
 
I will be forever grateful to Mr. Sears and Ms. Beyer for their concern for teachers and their 
representation of the entire Durham community. " 
 
 



 
 
2/19/2021 18:39:02 
Laurel Ellzey 
903 Proctor Street 
Durham NC  27707 
 
"I would like to know why the playground of the DPS school in my neighborhood is always 
locked.  I would like for it to be unlocked so that the neighborhood (Morehead Hills) can use the 
playground. 
If that is not possible I would like an honest and good reason why it needs to be locked. 
There are no children at the school and the playground is separated from the school buildings 
by a fence.  I don't see how anyone would be bothered.  During this pandemic all of us need to 
be outside, exercising, walking, meeting outside.  Why can't we use the school playground to do 
what is healthy? 
I asked the principal of the school and was told that my neighborhood was a "bad" 
neighborhood.  I disagree and I also know that my neighborhood is not worse than 
neighborhoods who have schools with unlocked playgrounds. 
I asked DPS public affairs department and was told it was an insurance issue.  I also know that 
this is false because I know of 4 DPS schools with open playgrounds. 
I just don't understand why the playground in my neighborhood needs to be locked. 
Thank you for your honest reply." 
 
 
 
 
2/20/2021 12:55:03 
Tiana Hinnant Hardison 
1080 waterway lane  
Myrtle beach sc 29572 
 
"There has been much discussion involving the immediate necessity of getting our children back 
into the school buildings for live instruction. There has been much talk about how their mental 
well-being is suffering as well as the quality of their education. 
I am gravely concerned about our children, too. My child is one of your teachers. My child‚Äôs 
safety and mental health matters, too. My child will not have immediate access to a vaccine but 
is being asked to return to the school to teach.  Her life matters just as much as every other 
child‚Äôs life.   
Her life- and every other unvaccinated teacher‚Äôs life- will be unnecessarily compromised with 
a mandate to return to brick-and-mortar schooling right now. And here is the critical point; 
Returning all these children to the high schools will NOT improve the quality of their education 
because they will still NOT be returning to traditional classrooms.  The teaching will continue IN 
ZOOM.  The students will be sitting in their respective desks, in front of their laptops or tablets, 
with their headphones on.  They will not be engaging in live interaction. The education will 



STILL be conducted via ZOOM so as to accommodate all the other children not yet able to 
return to the classroom.  Why are we risking the lives of the students and teachers when the 
education style will remain online anyway? It is illogical and unnecessarily places all their lives 
and the lives of their families at risk. 
Further, the costs of unnecessarily exposing our unvaccinated teachers to COVID by returning 
to the classroom will pose TOO great a threat to the quality and sustainability of education.  If 
one student contracts COVID-19, that one child will stay home, and the classroom Zoom 
instruction for everyone else continues. However, if One teacher contracts COVID-19 and must 
stay home, 100 students or more will be impacted.   
In addition, although we would all like to see our children able to interact at school  with their 
friends,  how  many are face- timing, zooming, texting and talking with each other?      While 
virtual interaction and online communication is not the live interaction we all would like to 
resume, few are completely isolated. Until COVID-19 is irradicated everyone‚Äôs mental health 
is suffering to some extent.  Returning the teachers and students to  Zoom classes conducted at 
school will not change that. 
Lastly, for those parents who desperately need to return to the workplace, can they take their 
students to the Child Care Learning Centers that the County has already provided?  These 
centers allow students to continue their virtual learning in a supervised setting.  These facilities, 
which the county school system so wisely set up for the pandemic, could be continued or 
enlarged.  Why not turn the high school gym or lunch room into socially distanced learning 
centers where students whose parent need to work, can drop their children off for supervision 
during school hours? 
Until we have all our teachers vaccinated, and until we reach a greater level of herd immunity, 
the risks of returning all our students and teachers to brick and mortar schools far outweighs 
the alleged benefits.   
Returning now will NOT enhance the student‚Äôs education, since education will continue via 
ZOOM anyway, with students sitting at their desks with their headphones on. They will still be 
learning via ZOOM, just as they would at home.  Now is NOT the time to resume in person 
learning." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 11:46:06 
John Becker 
3209 Winston Rd 
Durham 
 
"The board did have choices last week. This decision has huge ramifications for all school 
personnel and students, but I am especially concerned about DPS teachers who live in 
neighboring counties and committed their own children to virtual learning based on the Board's 
commitment to virtual learning for the duration of the year. Now these teachers are faced with 
having to find supervision/childcare for their own kids so they can go back to our buildings. This 
is just one example as to why this was a rash and unwarranted decision by the BOE. As a 



specialty school teacher, I was given one week to pivot from a commitment to virtually 
instructing my students to changing everything over to accommodate both in person and 
virtual students in my department of two people. The current CDC guidelines for our county 
recommend a hybrid model for elementary and virtual for high school. When did we abandon 
science? " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 11:48:21 
Jane 
Durham County 
Durham 
 
" 
I  want to begin with this. 
 
A life that is in existence can be changed, but a life that is lost cannot be brought back. To 
Reduce the Risk for One is to Save Many. 
 
I am writing this letter to appeal to our leaders and to express a heartfelt concern about the 
decision that was made by our board and our leaders in Durham Public Schools. First, we thank 
you for your service and we thank you in advance for all that you do. 
 
I am asking that you please revisit your decision that you made on behalf of Durham County. 
Your decision was very questionable, and it appeared to be irrational. Perhaps, this is 
contributed to the pressure that many school districts are facing.  I understand that we must 
plan for schools to reopen but I think that we should do that as efficiently and safely as 
possible.  Your decision appeared to lack compassion, structure for the whole and wisdom to 
serve the greater good for all. You must as Humans in leadership use your gifts of compassion, 
humility, and empathy to serve your positions.   You must use your inner power of the mind 
and the heart to step into many people's homes as you can. You must be able, if only for a 
moment to step into the shoes of a child that being raised by a grandparent, to step into a 
teacher who serves their elder parent, the custodial who is the only parent living for their child, 
an employee who have a child of their own, and etc., What have we become if we have lost our 
humanity that we cannot serve the higher cause to serve the collective.  It is not only about 
meeting an emotional need but a safety one as well.  Your plan that was presented lacked 
planning and safety in many ways and it fell short. Many felt unheard and undervalued.  Yes, 
you cannot please everyone, but you must do your best to minimize loss of lives and health.  
COVID-19 is transmissible among adults and children who may appear asymptomatic. We work 
with other adults in large occupancies in many DPS sites.   We as citizens first and DPS 
employees must do our part to minimize infections so we will not cause an increase in COVID-
19 and more endangerment to our doctor offices, grocery stores, emergency rooms, etc., Yes, 
we understand that they must go to work. But do we want to make their jobs harder when the 



numbers are going down.  Sometimes if you can just stay logically for a little longer, you want to 
recreate a situation that has been declining for us all.  Patience is a virtue. 
 
Planning should revolve around Safety. Not Safety revolves around planning. Even if it must be 
done quickly. First Day of Work for Staff and Employees.  Central Office-FEBRUARY 22, 2021,  
March 1st, 2021 and March 8th. 
 
¬∑        Are Central Services immune to COVID-19? 
 
¬∑        Were they alerted prior to the Board Meeting in a considerable time frame to make 
plans for their husbands, children, parents and etc. to ensure that they are safe and doesn‚Äôt 
engage in community spread of Covid. 
 
¬∑        Since it is agreed that Adults carry Covid, why would you not at the minimum offer 
stagnated schedules, since common areas would have to be shared such as restrooms, network 
printers and fax machines at all DPS Locations. 
 
¬∑        Can the planning be done from home for many employees as possible until it is 
mandated for everyone to come back? 
 
¬∑        Did you give a survey to ALL the staff to see who wanted to work in the building vs those 
who didn‚Äôt from all locations? I am sure that the people who feel that they need to come in 
felt safer with less people. 
 
¬∑        Is it not true, that Adults coming into the building over the summer and fall were 
spreading COVID-19? Did you not see an increase? 
 
¬∑        If Teachers and Staff are to report effectively in some locations as early as Monday, what 
happens when they are not able to assist with opening of schools because they are sick. 
 
As Leaders you must tap into your gifts and operate with an analytical mind instead of a 
reactive one. The reactive mind cannot be the driver in a pandemic.  What you are doing is 
appeasing and immediate emotion now only to possibly bring more devastation for the future. 
You must act like a ‚Äúparent‚Äù in some cases for the greater good. Imagine how you can see 
your children going in the wrong direction, but you suggest to them not to take an action 
because the outcome could become worse than the current situation. This is where we are at! 
 
We as a community have a responsibility to keep everyone safe.  We know our children are 
suffering and school is a place of solace for many.  We as an individual, society, a neighbor and 
as a community must place programs and continue to work within our district to make as many 
changes as we can for our Students. But we cannot maximize loss by having all adults and 
children in one building at once. We must make the sacrifice this hour to give extra learning and 
support at home for the greater good of our children that we created and accountable for. This 



is the God -Given right and duty that we have.  Should we forego our Duty as Parents to 
become an Employee first?  We must remember ‚ÄúWE ARE DPS‚Äù. All Lives are Important. 
 
  
 
"Remember someone's today can easily become your tomorrow" 
 
, 
 
Signed by A VOICE for all. I am you and you are me, we are all one. We love our leaders too!" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 11:49:11 
Rann Bar-On 
208 N Driver St 
27703 
 
"SB37 is very likely to get vetoed. Democrats may well sustain the veto. It is unconscionable 
that our progressive school board preemptively surrender to Republicans, sending our teachers 
into buildings for a small number of days of instruction per student.  
 
In a few short weeks, we can have all willing teachers and staff vaccinated. Risking the lives of 
teachers, school workers, and the community is an abdication of your responsibility to Durham. 
Please keep buildings closed until we can reduce risk through widespread vaccination. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rann Bar-On" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 11:58:01 
Dr. Shawn Gomez 
4045 Kelly Dr 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"I feel you should NOT open the schools back up for in person classes at this time. It would not 
significantly change the quality of education and just provide needless extra exposure between 
students, teachers and all of their associated family members. It would be much better to stop 
changing things all the time and let teachers (and students) get in a long term rhythm that 
would let them be able to steadily improve on what they are already doing. At a minimum, 



classes shouldn‚Äôt be in person until teachers get their full vaccinations.  For everyone to have 
sacrificed so much for the last year to just have it thrown away for a few extra weeks of being 
next to your friends would be a real travesty. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:02:45 
Ariana Ehuan  
100 Village Circle Way #616  
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"SB37 is very likely to get vetoed. Democrats may well sustain the veto. It is unconscionable 
that our progressive school board preemptively surrender to Republicans, sending our teachers 
into buildings for a small number of days of instruction per student.  
 
In a few short weeks, we can have all willing teachers and staff vaccinated. Risking the lives of 
teachers, school workers, and the community is an abdication of your responsibility to Durham. 
Please keep buildings closed until we can reduce risk through widespread vaccination." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:03:16 
Hannah Burke 
3710 Exchange Glenwood Pl 
27612 
 
"Please push school reopening until all faculty and staff have been vaccinated. To not wait until 
then is being reckless and careless with staff lives and health, as well as the lives and health of 
those we live with and/or care for. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:13:42 
Jessica Johnstone 
3116 Hope Valley Road 
27707 
 
"Good evening, 
The school board decision made last week must be amended, as this cant be how our 
progressive Durham school board opts to proceed with in person schooling. Please wait for the 



governor, push back the opening date until all teachers have the opportunity to be vaccinated, 
move to a plan B option, and meet with the teachers to address their concerns. Do SOMETHING  
to right these wrongs. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:19:06 
Melissa Trachtenberg 
107 W Lavender Ave 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"I am a parent of two elementary students. For the well-being of everyone in Durham, including 
children and their families, I do NOT want to see DPS school buildings reopened until the 
majority of teachers and other staff are fully vaccinated." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:27:40 
SARA BAUSCH 
5500 Fortunes Ridge Dr, #63c 
27713 
 
"1) CDC recommendations say clearly not to reopen if community transmissions are still an 
issue and they ARE. 2) why are we disrupting the kids again when it‚Äôs already been such a 
rough year. My child has already lost so much, why would losing their classmates or their 
teachers be good for them. 3) Vaccinating the teachers protects THEM for from getting sick IF 
exposed but does not necessarily confer any protection for the kids or unvaccinated parents 
because there is not enough information on whether any vaccine prevents TRANSMISSION of 
Covid-19 to unvaccinated people like families and kids." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:28:11 
John W Davis 
206 Hemmingwood Drive 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Hello! 
 



We have, as a society, completely screwed up our response to this pandemic. Too much that 
shouldn't have been opened is open, and that's made this run longer (and worse) than it had to. 
We should've all banded together as a nation and made the decision to take care of those who 
most needed help, while rewarding the folk whose work was 100% necessary to keeping the 
rest of us alive. 
 
We didn't do that though. But we did, on a local level, make some very smart decisions which 
have made it so here, in Durham, things aren't quite so bad as they are other places. 
 
All I'm asking is that you keep making smart decisions. Don't cave to the pressure (the pressure 
coming from well-meaning people who think that just because they can go to the grocery it will 
be safe for teachers and support staff to be crammed into underfunded school buildings for 7+ 
hours a day). 
 
Risking the lives of teachers, school workers, and the community is an abdication of your 
responsibility to Durham. Please keep buildings closed until we can reduce risk through 
widespread vaccination. 
 
Sincerely, 
-John Davis" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:37:38 
Adam Shore 
10 Evanwald Ct 
Durham 
 
"As a teacher, a community member and as a young person settling into the area looking to 
start a family I feel betrayed and disappointed by the board's decision. SB37 is very likely to get 
vetoed. Democrats may well sustain the veto. This preemptive surrender to the issue is just 
plain wrong. When it was announced to be full Plan C for the rest of this year I felt what I had 
felt in joining this community. I felt that it was truly one large family that cared, but now I see 
how dishonorable you are, to so easily just pay lip service. 
 
The survey of intentions put out to teachers and the email it was attached, was clear either you 
come back, retire, or resign. Only certain cases would be considered based off CDC guidelines, 
but not all guidelines listed as sources for consideration. I worked in corporate America long 
before I taught and I've seen enough to know the message. I had been degraded by those in 
higher positions long enough to know the signs. I hear your message loud and clear, me and my 
co-workers are not people but cogs in the machine we don't matter and can ultimately be 
replaced.  
 



I want you to know of my students regularly are scared for their health, their families, and that 
of the staff. Many recognize their desire and need to go back (for some), but are unwillingly to 
do so at the risk of themselves, their loved ones and the community. They embody the very 
honor and sense of community that I first felt in coming here. 
  
In a few short weeks, we can have all willing teachers and staff vaccinated. Risking the lives of 
teachers, school workers, and the community is an abdication of your responsibility to Durham. 
PLEASE keep buildings closed until we can reduce risk through widespread and coordinated 
vaccination. I know you will have far more people willing to come back after being vaccinated 
and give some time for the vaccine to be effective." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:37:52 
Krystal 
Best vin's rd 
27278 
 
"teachers are not even available for the vaccine until the 24th if they have to take two rounds 
they are not considered fully vaccinated and therefore safe until at least March 24th at the very 
least. Then there are the shortages that are all over North Carolina. Vaccination aside, sb37 is 
likely to be vetoed and the Democrats have already stated that they might be willing to sustain 
that veto. Let's not pretend the pandemic is over just because we have pandemic fatigue. The 
board turns their back on their educators and their community when they decide that 2 to 4% 
spread is consciousible. unless the board is willing to take full responsibility for the spread that 
happens due to their preemptive jump to political pressure, then they should not be sending 
anyone back into the building. President Biden said that he believes the worst days of the 
pandemic may still be before us. at the very least the board can wait until April when all willing 
vaccinated teachers can return. Not to mention the HVAC situation and most of the decrepit 
schools in this system. We already have carbon monoxide and mold problems in several schools 
and it has not been addressed yet how this has been taken care of or the faulty windows in 
most DPS locations. Has the board done anything with their infrastructure to increase air flow? 
New CDC guidelines are out and plan a as it is current for GPS does not follow those CDC 
guidelines." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 12:42:18 
Xenia Carcamo  
3807 Zenith place  
Durham,  NC 27705 



 
"Como madre de estudiante me gustar√≠a que no abrieran las escuelas hasta que todos los 
maestros hayan recibido su vacuna. Pues, si ya esperamos tanto tiempo que importa esperar 
tres meses m√°s. No est√°n tomando en cuenta que no vale la pena arriesgar vidas por estos 
√∫ltimos meses. Al haber un rebrote, las escuelas ser√°n cerradas y estaremos como al 
principio. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 13:01:38 
Lesley Mace 
1009 Oakland Avenue 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Creating a plan for Elementary Schools that only meets CDC guidelines IF families opt out of in 
person instruction is not a safe option and was not made clear on the parent survey. This year 
has been extremely challenging for my own elementary school daughters and I look forward to 
the SAFE return to my own 136 middle and high school students.  
 
I urge the board to delay reopening for Specialty schools and elementary schools until April 
after all willing teachers and staff are vaccinated. Please keep buildings closed until we can 
reduce risk through widespread vaccination." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 13:14:47 
Morgan Whithaus Meyers 
4800 University Drive Apt 27H 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Our schools should not be reopening until after our teachers are vaccinated. With schools 
reopening on March 15, many teachers won‚Äôt have their chance to get vaccinated (both 
doses) and will have to take time off of work to get the vaccine. When they take time off, there 
will be a greater chance for transmission as subs or other teachers cover for them. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 13:22:49 
DPS Teacher And DPS Parent 
123 HealthandSafety St 



Durham, NC 27705 
 
"First, thank you to our board and DPS administration who have to make hard decisions. 
 
SB37 is very likely to get vetoed. Democrats may well sustain the veto. It is unconscionable that 
our progressive school board whom I have previously praised, preemptively surrender to 
Republicans and loud parents, sending our teachers into buildings for a small number of days of 
instruction per student.  
 
Risking the lives of teachers, school workers, students, and the community is an abdication of 
your responsibility to Durham. Please keep buildings closed until we can reduce risk through 
widespread vaccination.   
 
Have you thought about making each school a learning center while keeping all learning 
remote, and letting adults comfortable with being in building be there and offer parents an in 
building opportunity? 
 
And what if parents don‚Äôt fill out the survey, are there students automatically assumed to be 
remote (like the December survey)?  Teachers need clarification on this to plan. 
 
Also, parents of those who want their children back in school need to know that the school day 
will not be like an ‚Äúaverage‚Äù school day: any good principal will make sure kids are socially 
distanced in their 6‚Äôx6‚Äô box of space with little to no social opportunities and no group 
work near each other, masks on unless eating, and probably no traveling to other locations like 
playgrounds, music, P.E., art rooms and cafeterias.  It will be a learning center at school.  
Teachers will be needing to continue zoom teaching to help remote kids (even if I the teacher is 
in a building) and the kids in the building will probably be following that zoom lesson as well.   
 
I was disappointed when the latest plan was passed without regard to the possibilities of what 
may happen with SB37.  I could understand if the plan was passed with the amendment of 
‚ÄúIF‚Äù SB37 passed, but no.  It will be hard to rebuild my teacher and parent trust in this 
school board.  I hope the board will reconsider its vote and hold tight to our remote learning 
plan unless SB37 passes.  Teachers and parents have been traumatized with the changing of 
plans since March 13, 2020 anyway." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 13:23:57 
Becky Bonchick 
4003 Wynford Place 
Durham, NC 27707 
 



"I am a parent of 3 DPS elementary school children,  a substitute teacher with DPS, active 
volunteer and RN. I was shocked when I was listening to the last ‚Äúwork‚Äù session last when 
there was a motion to offer an in-person option beginning March 15. And even more surprising 
was the outcome of that motion/vote. While I understand there is no one size fits all answer to 
this debate, the timing seems suspicious. I assumed this meeting was going to be one that 
discussed how DPS would handle in person instruction IF SB-37 was passed. This made sense to 
me. After all, DPS had already voted to remain remote the remainder of the school year unless 
we could hit under 4% positive for 2 weeks, which we have not done. Currently, we are still in 
the red zone and are between 7-8%. While I understand DPS would be left with no choice if the  
bill passed, I do not understand why anyone felt like it was a good idea to move ahead 
regardless of what happens with this legislation. I do believe schools can probably open safely 
IF the CDC guidelines are followed. This plan does not follow these guidelines with respect to 
distancing and or paying attention to the metrics within our community. The only way 
distancing will happen is if half of the DPS kids stay home. You are banking on that happening to 
make this work.This is unacceptable. I am keeping my kids at home because I am able to and I 
feel like it‚Äôs what I should do so that others who need to be in person can do so more safely. I 
wish this board would have waited to see the outcome of SB-37 first. I also would have liked to 
see a return to in person learning under plan B for elementary students too. I would even 
consider sending mine back under this plan. But forcing parents to chose now is incredibly 
difficult. We are all worried about our kids losing their teachers AGAIN, which would be 
devastating at this point in the school year. While I appreciate I‚Äôm being told I should be able 
to keep our teachers even though we are opting for virtual, I can‚Äôt imagine how challenging 
this will be to our teachers. Even though we haven‚Äôt been inside our school all year, our bond 
with our classmates and teachers is strong. Stronger than ever. I urge you to reconsider your 
plan and timing. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 13:28:16 
Amy Askew 
119 W. Piedmont Avenue 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I commend the Board for making this very difficult decision. I understand the fear and 
apprehension, but this is the right thing for our children and for our teachers and staff. Every 
effort should be made to get teachers vaccinated, but return should not be contingent upon 
two doses. Even one dose has been shown to be 85% effective. It is time to make a plan, to 
focus our efforts on coming together to make return to in-person a reality. Durham is stronger 
together fighting and planning for what our teachers need to make in-person learning a reality. 
Our children need to return to school in person. We need our educational community back to 
support our children, and as a parent, please know that we are ready to do what it takes to help 
wherever we can." 
 



 
 
 
2/21/2021 13:28:19 
Paul Bendich 
902 Arnette Avenue 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"As progressives, you all know that our public schools are under constant attack by the 
privatizers in the GA. And you also know that as a result, there is not sufficient funding to 
execute your current plan while adhering to the guidance for safe-reopening given by the CDC.  
As a DPS parent, I have always felt that our teachers and school staff are our staunchest allies in 
the fight to defend our public schools. they have always found ways to make horrible situations 
better, and to solve problems creatively, all while earning far less than they should.  
I plead with you to adapt your plan so that schools can be opened safely with the expert advice 
and then enthusiastic consent of vaccinated teachers and staff. Despite the premature 
statements by one board member, it is not at all clear that SB37 will go through. You thus have 
an opportunity to make a safe and well thought-out reopening plan that follows your values, 
not your fears." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 13:31:59 
Kristen Buckley 
805 Demerius St Apt I4 
Durham 
 
"I am a Kindergarten teacher with DPS. The board meeting on February 25th has left me feeling 
extremely disappointed, worried and angry about how the vote to open school buildings 
occurred. As a teacher with very high risk family members that I help care for, I am begging you 
to wait to transition to face to face instruction until all staff members who WANT to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19 CAN be vaccinated. We all want to be back in our buildings. I miss 
my students so much. But what is the point of this year of sacrifice and change and anguish and 
loss if we reopen buildings right before the safety of vaccines are allowed to take effect? In 
December the board agreed to wait until community spread was below 4%. In January the 
board agreed to stay remote until the end of the school year. Both of these decisions made me 
feel proud of DPS and protected as an employee. Being indoors for 8 hours a day with other 
adults worries me so much. Until community spread is lower or teachers are able to get 
vaccinated easily without driving 100 miles away, this is a rash, insensitive and irresponsible 
decision and I am begging you to change the timeline of this decision." 
 
 



 
 
2/21/2021 13:53:30 
Jonathan Tyus 
1015 Southwest Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I belive that the BOE has missed an opportunity to have enthusiasm and goodwill from its 
teachers/staff. If speciality and elementary schools are forced into the classroom before having 
time for proper vaccination, the message is that the Board is not bothered by staff and students 
contracting COVID. At the moment, a great number of staff are deflated and distressed. 
Allowing more time (as the bill hasn't been signed yet) is the only option to truly ensure the 
safety of all involved.  
 
As a teacher at a specialty school, (where DPS has no control over the maintenance and quality 
of the building) I am especially concerned for my safety. For example, my classroom is 
consistently 10 degrees hotter than the rest of the building, and my windows do not open. 
Please reconsider your decision, as opening on the predetermined date is not required. 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 14:04:02 
Dannette Sharpley 
622 W Club Blvd 
Durham 
 
"As a DPS parent, I think it's appalling that the BOE is planning to open schools before all DPS 
teachers and other staff have been vaccinated against the covid-19 virus.  It's the wrong thing 
to do.  Our educators, administrators, and staff deserve our consideration.  They have worked 
tirelessly to adapt to challenging circumstances in order to educate our kids and ensure vital 
social and health resources are accessible to students.  And, like many of us, they are also 
parents who have had to manage their own kids' needs at the same time.  By sending them 
back into schools unsafely, the BOE is placing their efforts, sacrifices, and safety outside of 
consideration even as we demand more of them than many of us are willing to give ourselves.  
It's shameful and wrong.  Further, I will not be opting into in-person classes, despite the 
hardship of having kids home full-time and the shortcomings of on-line learning, because it is 
also the wrong thing to do.  My husband is a City of Durham firefighter who works 24-hour 
shifts outside of the home.  I am a full-time student and a part-time employee, both I manage 
mostly from home.  Would our lives be easier if the students were in in-person school?  
Perhaps.  Are we clear that they are missing out on a lot in the online format?  Of course.  
Nevertheless, at the end of the day, their safety is paramount.  In-person school without 



vaccinations not only puts those DPS staff and students at risk of virus exposure, but it puts 
everyone in the students' household at risk.  I understand that, for a year now, parents, 
educators, and administrators have been faced with impossible choices.   I assume that BOE 
members and DPS parents who disagree with me are operating on good faith and want what's 
best for the kids.  The problem, however, is that the needs and desires of students have been 
placed in opposition with those of DPS teachers and other staff.  That's a destructive framing 
that is at least partially to blame for the BOE having backed itself into this "we must re-open 
immediately" corner.  I say no to that framing.  What's best for teachers IS what's best for 
students.  And vice versa.  Plainly, they need each other.  And they need each other safe and 
well.  Further, accepting that no choice is ideal in these unprecedented circumstances, I believe 
there must be a better way forward.  As the BOE, it's your job to help our schools find that 
better way forward.  This ain't it." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 14:19:16 
Jules James 
806 Fanning Way 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"As a DPS parent, I feel as betrayed by the BOE‚Äôs reopening ‚Äúplan‚Äù (a generous 
description) as I felt relief at the previous decision to remain virtual all year. Teachers, 
administrators, and staff have worked tirelessly to adapt to challenging circumstances and the 
decision to be virtual while very much less than ideal helped us work together on a unified plan 
where our continued limited resources would be targeted where they were most needed. Was 
it perfect? No. It would only be nearer to that had other engines of life been paused while we 
all worked to keep each other safe during a global pandemic. By sending students, teachers, 
and staff back into schools under the political cover of the NCGA which itself is using this issue 
to leap over the fine print in the guidelines from a new federal administration to score political 
points, Durham‚Äôs BOE is placing everyone‚Äôs efforts, sacrifices, and safety outside of 
consideration. It‚Äôs not only a wrong-headed move, but the Board members who voted for it 
also cannot give specific answers to the questions people most directly affected by their plan 
have about its implementation. And yet, everyone is being forced to make critical decisions 
regarding that plan. I know what buildings are like typically in my students‚Äô school and that 
has never been satisfactory in terms of sanitation, space, and safety; to ask us to accept those 
conditions at this moment of 100% expanded risk overall is beyond irresponsible. And for what? 
In the version of the plan presented on 2/18 in building instruction for 6-12 grade is only two 
days per an utterly nonsensical 9-day ‚Äúweek‚Äù and at least for now isn‚Äôt due to happen 
until the last quarter when so much of learning from previous quarters is culminating and thus 
a terrible time to be upended structures that affect the rhythm of the classroom. What was 
difficult when we were all virtual will become impossible under these new structures; no 
matter what mode of learning they choose, all students will find their already overtaxed 
teachers (those who don‚Äôt quit, retire, or fall ill) stressed even more as they are required to 



manage different cohorts every couple of days, keep up with in-class technology (as I read the 
expectation is that in-building learning is still going to largely done with/on laptops), not to 
mention their own worries about being in the classrooms.  
 
I plead with you to adapt any plan so that schools can be opened with the enthusiastic consent 
of those who are essential to any plan‚Äôs success: vaccinated teachers and staff. I share the 
worry that SB37 will become law one way or another BUT that fear shouldn‚Äôt override a safe 
and well thought-out reopening plan that demonstrates the values of the district. Values I‚Äôd 
been so happy to see organizing our choices just three months ago. You have a chance to right 
our direction now, please take it." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 14:19:46 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
Do you have any suggestions for how to deal with obstinate toddlers who throw perpetual 
temper tantrums? Asking for five friends. 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 14:57:07 
Brian Callaway 
307 Gresham Ave 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"Thank you for the vote on Thursday. As the Vice Chair, Mr. Mike Lee, pointed out: ‚ÄúAt some 
point we have to consider the challenges that parents are having.‚Äù At long last! And in the 
process‚Äîwhich was many months of science-denying and steadfast obstructionism by the 
teachers‚Äô organization‚Äîmore pockets of Durham were witnesses (and victims) to the way 
the sausage of Durham politics gets made‚Äîand it is horrifying. We still have elected officials in 
this chamber and at the City who are spreading public health lies and using purposefully 
exaggerative language to fan the flames of fear in their extremist bases. Sound familiar? Striking 
how similar the tactics of the extreme right and extreme ‚Äúleft‚Äù are. The loyalty tests. The 
online trolls. The attack on all dissenters. The denial of science. The lightning fast vacillations of 
virtues, simply to fit newly crafted narratives for each conversation. Isn‚Äôt Durham tired of 
this? Four of these School Board seats are up for election in Spring 2022. Rather than the same 
old continuous blaming, special interest parroting, virtue signaling‚Äîlet‚Äôs bring in some new 



faces and voices who are committed to consensus building, good governance and real equity." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 15:08:33 
Charles Wood 
2013 Wilson Street 
Durham 
 
"Thank you for voting for children and families in Durham on Thursday, and for acknowledging 
the evolving science showing safe in-person education is possible. As Mr. Lee pointed out, we 
cannot side with the science when we agree, and not when we disagree. As a pediatrician and 
parent, I have seen the devastating losses children are facing during this difficult time. Your 
courageous leadership will have positive effects for generations. Thank you for acting swiftly 
and decisively during this emergency. We look forward to working together to make Durham a 
shining example of safe and effective in-person education during this challenging time. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 15:37:12 
Eileen Powell 
4 flagstaff Ct  
Durham  
 
"I am a parent of two DPS students and I am *very* concerned for the safety of the teachers 
and staff, they are invaluable and deserve more respect than this. Usually I am very proud to be 
a DPS parent but this decision is neglectful and I am so disappointed that there wasn‚Äôt more 
time and care  put into this plan.   " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 15:53:20 
Janice Brown  
215 lake street 
Durham  
 
I beg of you to keep Durham schools closed until teachers and staff are vaccinated. Parents 
send thier children to school sick on a daily basis and will continue to do that. Virtual learning is 
going great for my children.  
 



 
 
 
2/21/2021 15:59:23 
Catherine Crevoiserat 
1308 Fenwick Pkwy 
Durham 
 
"After so many weeks home my daughter has established routines and engages with her 
teacher and peers.  While she would learn better in a classroom, and certainly get better 
attention towards her learning goals, how can we as parents send our children into an 
environment that has not promised to follow CDC and DHHS guidelines?  If she will be on zoom 
at a desk with a mask for an entire day, shouldn't we not uproot everyone and just stay that 
way at home?  If we make the decision to return and it doesn't work for her, can we go back to 
zoom at home?  There are too many questions without answers to vote on such a disruptive 
measure." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 16:00:53 
Stephanie Humphreys 
629 Granite Mill Blvd 
Chapel Hill, NC, 27516 
 
"While school buildings might be closed, teachers and families are working harder than ever to 
provide sound education for their students safely and remotely. While I acknowledge that this 
has been challenging, disrupting our routines and lessons only for a few short weeks at the end 
of the school year is not only dangerous, it is pedagogically unsound and disruptive to the 
strong student connections we've worked so hard to build all year. 
 
In addition, SB37 is likely to get vetoed. Democrats may well sustain the veto. Your decision last 
week was hasty and eroded trust in the BOE. It is damaging that our school board preemptively 
make a decision without feedback from staff or families, sending our teachers into buildings for 
a small number of days of instruction per student. 
 
Please wait to open school buildings until all teacher and staff are vaccinated. In addition, I ask 
that you focus on resources for the fall, instead of rushing into an unworkable plan for a few 
short weeks. Please keep buildings closed until we can reduce risk through widespread 
vaccination. Thank you very much. " 
 
 
 



 
2/21/2021 16:36:48 
Sarah Miller 
Academy Ridge Drive 
Durham 
 
"As a parent of young elementary students, I am deeply grateful to the board for providing an 
option for in-person learning. Thank you for having the courage to follow the science, to 
articulate that there is truly no risk-free option right now, and to affirm that carefully mitigated 
risk-taking is not the same as recklessness. I believe that your wisdom in this moment will help 
attenuate the harms being suffered by the children of Durham, WITHOUT compromising the 
safety of our amazing teachers. Please know that many parents are working hard to ensure a 
safe return to in-person learning." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 17:05:02 
Vikki Vilcek 
Longwood Drive 
Durham, NC 
 
"Thank you to the Board members who voted in favor of returning to school. Evidenced by the 
outpouring of support from parents, this was the right decision for this school year. I'm grateful 
that we will allow students to return to their classrooms while there is still an option for 
families to stay home. This is the most equitable decision for all! And while students go back, 
teachers and staff in parallel can get vaccinated (though we know not everyone will choose to 
be vaccinated). The best way to build (and rebuild) trust in the community is to move forward. 
The district has support from parents and we are ready to help all teachers and staff and the 
community do this safely and effectively together." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 17:50:15 
Jill Trufant 
4210 Lazyriver Dr 
Durham, NC, 27712 
 
"I strongly urge you to wait to reopen until the Fall, when we can ensure that all DPS staff are 
vaccinated, proper ventilation is installed in all schools, outdoor learning spaces are set up, and 
proper PPE will be provided. Trying to quickly reopen at this time will only disrupt an already 



chaotic year which will not be good for students or teachers. Please reconsider! " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 17:57:21 
Elizabeth Paley 
112 W. Lynch St. 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"This meeting is being held via Zoom video conference to protect the health and well-being of 
the school board, DPS staff, and the public. Give DPS teachers the same protection you are 
giving yourselves this evening. As the parent of a recent DPS grad, I ask that you NOT expect 
teachers to return to the classroom until they have received vaccinations according to current 
CDC standards (two doses, separated by 21-28 days, depending on vaccine manufacturer). 
Virtual school is not ideal, but neither are pandemics. Kids can wait until fall to attend in person 
again." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 18:05:47 
Amanda Castizo  
15 Williams Way  
Durham NC 27704 
 
Si yo estoy usando un centro de cuidado ahora y dicen que se serrar√°n con la apertura de las 
escuelas. Que opciones me dan para cuando un ni√±o se infecte en la escuela y tengan que 
cerrar adonde dejo mis ni√±os? Que garant√≠a hay que no habr√° m√°s de 10 ni√±os en cada 
sal√≥n como manejar√°n esa situaci√≥n si en dado caso hay m√°s ni√±os en persona que 
virtual? 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 18:12:05 
Melinda Shore 
10 Evanwald Ct 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"I do not support teachers going back to in-person teaching/learning in schools until all of them 
are fully vaccinated (and long enough for the vaccine to take full effect).  The Covid cases have 
not come to a stop, and until the teachers get their vaccines, I have no doubt that the number 



of cases will increase again, and schools will close once again as well.  You are putting the 
teachers, the students, and their families at risk if you force teachers to go back to in-person 
teaching.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 19:09:46 
Katherine c goldstein 
1223 Shepherd Street 
Durham 
 
"I applaud the board members for their courageous decision to move forward with reopening 
plans. After an entire year, the children of Durham and their families, particularly mothers, who 
on the whole have been the unpaid shock absorbers of this shutdown need a safe and 
functioning school system  -- it is society's most important safety net. School is essential, 
teachers are essential and i applaud you for recognizing that. Thank you Mike Lee for your 
comments on following science. The science says and we can reopen safely, and the kids who 
are unaccounted for, are being left home alone at too young an age, are in unsafe and abusive 
situations need school and they need it now. You may have saved some of those children's 
lives. As a DPS parent I plan to volunteer to help make the transition as safe and smooth as 
possible. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 19:21:26 
Lucy Bergwall 
1212 W Chapel Hill St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"As a teacher in Durham, I feel betrayed by the Board‚Äôs vote to reopen schools last Thursday. 
To reverse your commitment to safety for our schools and community, in an emergency 
meeting with no public comment, is unconscionable. SB37 has not been passed yet! It is 
unconscionable that our school board preemptively surrender to the state legislature‚Äôs 
agenda, sending our teachers into buildings without vaccines and, for elementary staff, without 
social distancing.  
 
We are so close to having all willing teachers and staff vaccinated. Risking the lives of teachers, 
school workers, and the community is an abdication of your responsibility to Durham. I look 
forward to returning to the classroom and meeting my students for the first time, but only 
when it is safe to do so!! Sacrificing our safety, when we have spent a year prioritizing it, feels 
like a deep betrayal. I feel exploited and insulted.  



Please keep buildings closed until we can reduce risk by widespread vaccination. 
Sincerely, 
Lucy Bergwall" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 19:28:02 
Dyonne Diggs 
800 falls pointe drive  
Durham nc 27713 
 
"The reopening plan isn't equitable. How do you dedicate a month to be "BLM Month" but 
don't make decisions that prove you have the best interest of Black and brown students at 
heart. More BLACK AND BROWN children have died from COVID-19 than any other 
demographic. The schools these students attend aren't properly ventilated. HR is walking back 
approvals given for health accomodation form. This is not ok in any sense of the word. The 
district stated if the positivity rate was above 4% we would not be reopening yet here we are 
with a HIGHER positivity rate and being either forced back, health accomodations taken away 
or encouraged to resign or retire. Do you know or care about the impact of students 
experiencing their teachers dying? It is INHUMANE and I'm disappointed in this district. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 19:35:07 
Kristen Wagner 
2401 North Duke St. 
Durham 
 
"It has been a challenge for all of us in this setting, but I know we are ALL safe.  
 
Rushing to go back to in-person teaching makes many teachers feel expendable. Like my life is 
not important enough to protect.  
 
I am an educator. The work we do together is important. The work I've done to know my 
students and offer learning that builds on their strengths and needs is important. Mixing this 
pot of students and teachers and then pushing us into a building for the last few months of 
school will not provide the kind of education I am able to give students now." 
 
 
 
 



2/21/2021 19:39:21 
Mary Jo Dunnington 
2058 Carriage Way 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517 
 
"I'm so disappointed that DPS is making the precipitous decision to open schools. I am beyond 
angry that my daughter's middle and high school experiences this spring are going to be further 
disrupted for no good reason at this point in the year. Instructional time is already regrettably 
low, and now you"re going to decrease it? How is my 9th grader supposed to be ready for her 
AP exam?  And asking teachers to make the pivot mid-semester (again, for no good reason) is 
deplorable. Reconsider. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 19:51:56 
Megan Andrews 
3108 Broomsedge way  
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"For the safety of the teachers, children and parents, teachers and staff should be fully 
vaccinated before moving to an in person school model. As a nurse practitioner, it‚Äôs quite 
frustrating. I get that Its wonderful the overall numbers are going down, but the risk is still very 
real. The last thing these children need is a small taste of ‚Äúnormal‚Äù only to have it taken 
away again when the numbers go up again.  The vaccine will be available to staff this week but 
the demand will be high so realistically it‚Äôll take 4-6 weeks before majority of staff may be 
fully vaccinated. Why not wait a little while longer and set everyone up for success? 
Not to mention, waiting til the final quarter (beginning of April) makes a clean start for grades 
and relationships for teachers/students. The worst thing you can do for our children is to rush 
into a plan without giving the educators and staff the tools they need to succeed and stay 
healthy! " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 19:57:58 
Douglas Anderson 
2229 Charlotte St. 
NC 
 
"As progressive leaders in our community, all of you know that our public schools are under 
constant attack by the reactionary Republican majority in the NC General Assembly.   
 



You also know that this attack has created a funding shortfall that will make it impossible to 
execute your current plan while adhering to the CDC's guidelines for safe reopening.  
 
Members of the Board have spoken publicly of SB37 as though its ratification were a foregone 
conclusion.  With all respect, I believe this is an utterly defeatist attitude, and I urge you to 
reconsider.  Governor Roy Cooper has expressed his displeasure with the bill, and the 
Democrats in the Senate have the ability to uphold his veto, if they hold the line. 
 
You thus have an opportunity to make a safe and well thought-out reopening plan that follows 
your values, not your fears." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 20:22:50 
Travis Morrison 
1223 SHEPHERD ST 
Durham 
 
"I think that schools can be safely re-opened with the proper precautions. Particularly for small 
children.  
I did some research on comparable NC counties, their school policies, and their per-capita case 
rates. Wake and Guildford stood out as counties that had in person school, but there were 
others. I could not discern any difference in per-capita cases until the holiday seasons, at which 
point Durham's culture of safety probably made this a safer place to be. Wake abandoned in 
person school but it's not like that helped the case rate. 
I think that given Durham's safety-first culture, the warming weather, and the currently 
plummeting case and death rate, the time is now to start getting in person school back on 
track. Again, I think focusing on small children first seems like a wise move." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 20:54:52 
Anon-prefer not to disclose  
1341 Sweetclover Drive 
Wake Forest 
 
"As a DPS parent and educator, I think it is appalling that our BOE has moved the goal post.   
SB37 has not been passed and is likely to be vetoed in its current form.   
Disrupting students‚Äô current routines with new teachers and schedules this late in the game 
is unfathomable and unproductive.  This paradigm shift is not one that supports student‚Äôs 
learning. 



 
The limited in-person days are not worth children getting switching teachers or doing more 
asynchronous work.  My children will struggle mentally, emotionally, and perhaps physically if I 
am forced to return--as my once, twice, and thrice approved accommodations to work at home 
are revoked, with the expectation I work in the building.   
 
While I am thankful that vaccination may be an option before the proposed return, I may carry 
the virus home to my high-risk husband.  I just got married, and I do not want to be a widow.  I, 
too, am at high risk and have severe reservations about returning before the Fall once re-entry 
plans receive the utmost thought. 
 
The decision to vote during an emergency meeting with no public comment was, in short, 
wrong.  I understand a plan needs to be in place if SB37 somehow becomes law, but the main 
focus should be on returning everyone safely in the fall.   
" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 21:05:21 
Laura Grant 
2544 Chapel Hill Rd. 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"As a Durham resident, voter, future DPS parent, sister of a DPS employee, and fellow educator, 
I urge you to reconsider last week‚Äôs decision on school re-opening.  
I want schools to re-open, too! 
BUT I am disappointed by: 
the lack of transparency in last week‚Äôs decision,  
the excuses made re: SB37 (which is not even law yet),  
the way in which students/families have been pitted against educators/school staff,  
the disregard for DAE‚Äôs concerns re: staff safety (in particular the ability to get all staff fully 
vaccinated),  
the logistical nightmares caused by the proposed plans (e.g., rotating schedules, simultaneous 
in-person and virtual teaching), 
and the negative impact that a rushed, ill-prepared, impractical plan will have on students‚Äô 
mental health (e.g., having to suddenly change teachers with only a couple months left in the 
school year).   
Please push back the opening date to April 5 at the earliest. This would: 
Give everyone time to prepare and process any classroom changes or staffing shifts. 
Provide schools time to make and communicate clear, detailed safety plans and work out the 
many logistics of returning. 
Give time to get more educators FULLY vaccinated. 
Offer a natural transition for the final quarter following Spring break. 



I know you are a thoughtful group of people who want to do the right thing for Durham, so I 
hope you will reconsider and push back the re-opening date. 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 21:07:13 
Kristen McMillan  
4609 Berini Drive  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"We appreciate the hard work of teachers, staff, the BOE, and others have put into this year. 
We strongly desire to return to in-person learning for our 3 elementary aged children. The 
mental health toll it is taking on the community is difficult and science and experience in the 
past year shows that masks, hand hygiene, and distancing works. Please work toward getting all 
in-person staff vaccinated quickly so they feel more comfortable. Please also allow for a large 
amount of outside learning, play, and eating. Encourage family mask wearing outside of school 
to keep the school community safe. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 21:25:39 
Laura Brady 
Durham, NC 
27704 
 
"SB37 is very likely to get vetoed. Democrats may well sustain the veto. It is unconscionable 
that our progressive school board preemptively surrender to Republicans, sending our teachers 
into buildings for a small number of days of instruction per student. 
In a few short weeks, we can have all willing teachers and staff vaccinated. Risking the lives of 
teachers, school workers, and the community is an abdication of your responsibility to Durham. 
Please keep buildings closed until we can reduce risk through widespread vaccination. Students 
will suffer more at the hands of this hasty plan rather than focusing our efforts towards making 
the 2021-2022 school year even better as they will not be returning to the school that they 
know. I am deeply disappointed in the board's action and vote from last week and these actions 
will inevitably cause many talented and passionate educators to leave DPS or the profession. " 
 
 
 
 



2/21/2021 22:02:37 
Veronica Orgen Apolinar  
1522 E Geer st 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"Como madre me preocupa que este distanciamiento y la poca convivencia entre los 
peque√±os sea casi nula, nuestros peque√±os necesitan convivir mas entre ellos y fortalecer su 
sintema inmune opteniendo los anticuerpos necesarios. Porfavor  escuchen la opinion de 
padres que como yo estamos preocupados por este encierro frente a las pantallas casi todo el 
dia, creo que la opinion de ambos lados deve ser escuchada y respetada, pido Porfavor que los 
ni√±os pronto regresen a clase y los que no lo deceen asi que estudien en su casas si asi lo 
decean. Porfavor con el corazon les pido que habran las escuelas." 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 22:14:11 
Valarie Valentine 
1115 Golden Crest Dr 
Durham 
 
"Good Evening DPS Board Members and thank you for your thoughtfulness as you safely 
reopen schools for our staff and students. I am the parent of a 10th grader. He will remain 
online but It weighs heavy on my heart that our teachers, bus drivers, janatorial staff, and other 
front-line workers have yet to be vaccinated in preparation for SB37.  Please take progressive 
steps to ensure thier safety. Provide them with access to free testing, and  opportunities to 
destress and share thier needs. Use mandatory PPE, systematic cleaning, social distancing, 
creative scheduling, and space sharing to make sure the most under-resourced students have 
the space and the support they need for safe instruction.  Train staff on the 
quarantine/cleaning protocols for positive COVID cases.  Provide staff and students with 
anonymous reporting mechanisms for lapses in safety. Above all please continue to be 
transparent with the community in the months to come. Respectfully, Valarie Valentine" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 22:39:43 
Carolyn Rose-Seed 
622 S Mineral Springs Road 
Durham 
 
"Dear Board of Education, 



I am so disappointed in the decision the Board made last week to force re-opening.  SB37 is 
very likely to get vetoed.  Democrats may well sustain that veto.  It is confusing that our board, 
which has been so very safety minded throughout this pandemic, has suddenly reversed course, 
without input from or advance notice to DPS staff and the public.  As a DPS parent and 
community member, this sudden reversal and surrender to political pressure has been 
extremely disconcerting and has most certainly eroded my faith and trust in your leadership.   
We‚Äôve collectively sacrificed for almost a year now.  It hasn‚Äôt been easy for any of us.  To 
force our teachers and support staff back just a few short weeks away from being fully 
vaccinated is demoralizing.  Why risk their health and our community health?  Simply waiting a 
few weeks so that our educators can get fully vaccinated would mean teachers willingly and 
enthusiastically returning to school.  
Additionally, as a parent, the disruption this will cause is just heartbreaking.  My kids have 
finally gotten into a decent, predictable rhythm.  They like their teachers and their classmates.  
Virtual school has become a predictable, consistent routine in a world that is quite frankly, 
frightening and unpredictable.  To think that this routine and those relationships will be 
disrupted after we have worked so hard collectively to establish them?  That is extremely 
frustrating.   
DPS had a good Plan B.  K-5 spread out amongst our district‚Äôs resources.  6-12 virtual for the 
year.  This allowed for adequate social distancing.  This new plan doesn‚Äôt allow for social 
distancing for K-5, it doesn‚Äôt allow K-5 teachers adequate time to get vaccinated, and it puts 
6-12 staff, who also won‚Äôt have time to get fully vaccinated before returning to their 
buildings, at risk for very little gain in terms of actual in-person instruction. 
I do hope you will revisit this hasty decision.  I do hope you will act in such a way that restores 
the trust we had placed in you. 
Respectfully, 
Carolyn Rose-Seed 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/21/2021 23:29:58 
Anonymous  
Durham 
Durham 
 
"I am an elementary teacher in DPS.  The actions of the board as well as our district central 
admin is incredibly disappointing. Thank you Ms. Beyers and Mr. Sears for putting health and 
safety above all. To the rest of you, you should be ashamed of yourselves. Not only are you 
ready to send students back into buildings that are unsafe, but you are not willing to take 
precautions that are readily available to you. Plan A is completely irresponsible. No social 
distancing?! That is what you are planning? Great, we have some stickers in the hallways, but 
what about the classrooms that will have 20-25 students in them?  Dr. Mubenga and Hardy, I 
invite you both to come volunteer in my classroom all day every day for a week. Not just in 



school buildings where you can peek inside classrooms and get a royal tour around the building 
while the teachers have been threatened to be on their best behavior. It's easy to make bad 
decisions that endanger the physical wellbeing of thousands of people when you are as 
disconnected as our central staff is. Shameful." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 0:06:59 
Sarah  
Durham 
NC 
 
"The plan to switch to Plan A will hurt our students academically. Right now you have schools 
trying to figure out how to balance numbers. So the 5th grade teachers will all need to be 
remote, so who will teach the in person 5th grade kids? Another teacher that may or may not 
have ever taught 5th grade will have to be moved. Teachers will be teaching grades or content 
areas they haven't taught or using curriculums they have no experience with or training on. This 
is not just about most students losing their teachers, this is also about teachers not being able 
to provide their best instruction to kids because of the complete lack of time we have to 
prepare. This plan is a joke. How is that better for our students? Fight harder for our students. 
Fight for plan C." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 1:39:34 
N/a 
N/a 
27713 
 
Mr Ravin's comment last week about turning off your tv for mindfulness was rude and 
insensitive to staff and parents. How many board members children will remain in remote 
learning? But you all are forcing teachers and students back while your children remain virtual. 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 1:42:04 
Susie Hatmaker 
2408 Cascadilla St. 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 



"I am a teacher in DPS and a parent of a DPS student. The surprise vote at last week's 
unnecessary emergency meeting came as a shock and led to a serious distrust of this board, 
who until last Thursday had made good faith efforts to keep our community safe in this 
pandemic. I wonder about the motive of this vote, because I see no logic that justifies it.  
 
Phrases I heard last week from fellow educators describing how they felt about this vote: 
"blindsided," "gut punch," "rug pulled out," "slap in the face." Notice how all these phrases 
evoke harm. These are the words not only of your most vocal facebook critics, but coolheaded 
colleagues who stay out of the political fray online. It was mentioned at last week's meeting the 
number of students DPS is losing this year. How many faculty and staff do you think won't be 
returning next fall?  
 
I know that many others have submitted comments that echo my sentiments: that all school 
workers deserve to be FULLY vaccinated - both doses - before a return; that this plan is 
pointless and disruptive for upper grades where some students would get a total of 11-12 
possible days of in-person instruction, while everyone in all classes will get a major interruption 
to their coursework due to the transition; that switching to Plan A for elementary is simply 
unsafe.  
 
What data do you have that suggests that the plan you voted on last week is what families in 
Durham want at this time in the pandemic? It can't be any DPS surveys about "preference," 
because I have filled those out in the past as a parent saying that my child would return in-
person. But that was based on the assumption - based on this board's previous votes - that DPS 
would not choose to open buildings for in-person until test positivity rates fell below 4%, and 
that elementary would be attending in cohorts. When it comes to the current survey about 
what we would do with our kids, my husband filled it out as "return in-person," initially, 
because we were under the impression that we were only facing this choice *IF* SB37 passed, 
which would mean I would not be able to stay home with my child any longer as I would be 
forced back into the building myself. In short, the surveys from DPS have never asked anyone 
"do you want us to open all our buildings right now." My answer to that would have been a 
resounding NO for the entire past school year. I have only check that box to indicate that my 
child would return in-person to help DPS with logistical planning, based on the assumptions 
that DPS would NOT open buildings until it is much safer than it is right now. Seeing as we 
currently have a "very high risk" level in the county, full ICUs, 7% test positivity rates, and 
thousands of active cases, I never imagined the board would vote in this way. The plan voted on 
last week is simply not a plan I ever had any advanced knowledge of, as a parent or as an 
educator, so how could any DPS survey have reflected whether or not I wanted it? With a 
vaccine now right around the corner, I'm completely happy to keep my child home until 
teachers can receive it.  
 
I am in favor of a phased return to serve the highest-need students first and keep in-person 
populations low. You did not have to do this "in case SB37 passes." We could have prepared for 
that possibility, while also preparing for a return on our own terms if it does not pass. I still 



can't believe y'all did this. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 1:43:24 
Marliyn Lawson  
Anonymous  
27704 
 
Will the board meetings now be in person? It's hard to grasp the fact that the board doesn't 
think it's safe to meet in person but forces its teachers and students to go back.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 1:47:03 
Sandra Gaston  
Alston Ave. 
Durham nc 
 
I commend the two board members who voted to remain virtual. The other members should be 
ashamed voting to send teachers and students back while your children remain virtual is 
heartless. 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 1:53:52 
Marsha Wilson  
1213 Fayetteville Rd 
27713 
 
The board members acted cowardly by letting the state determine what's best for dps staff. 
Kudos to the two members who had a backbone to vote no. And to the others who voted yes 
you let your dps staff down. And Mr Ravin needs to hush he's no therapist but tried offering 
advice about mindfulness. That was rude of Mr Ravin thinking he knows what's best for parents 
and staff. Will the board meet in person now and will the members send their children back 
March 15? 
 
 
 
 



2/22/2021 8:00:10 
Sarah Cohen 
2203 Chase St 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I am the parent of 3 DPS students, a PTA President, and an epidemiologist by profession.  I 
have two condensed comments. First, professionally, I believe, based on current scientific 
evidence, that a safe reopening of our schools is possible this spring.  However, instead of a 
March 15 mandated return, I ask that you consider starting school at the beginning of the 4th 
quarter if SB37 does not become law.  This is better academically for students and teachers, 
and it offers a few more critical weeks to get more vaccines to teachers.  Second, I implore you 
to start every DPS BOE meeting during this pandemic with an update from a medical or public 
health professional providing a recap of what we currently know about Covid-19 rates and 
transmission; any updates to recommendations for schools; and current state of vaccine 
approvals, uptake, and availability. The science is moving fast and highlighting it publically will 
benefit our community as well as build trust that it is a guiding factor as you make these 
critically important decisions. Thank you for your service." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 8:40:36 
Mary  ellen dziobkowski 
7011 Windover Drive 
Durham 
 
"I feel for the safety of our  staff (and children ) - that all staff, if interested,  should be allowed 
to be fully vaccinated before  coming back to in person teaching. We  have all worked hard to 
keep as safe as possible and now almost a year later - we should NOT be forced to put 
ourselves in danger. We are so close to the finish line, lets not fall now!" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 9:05:56 
Rebecca LaMaire 
700 Laurel Springs Drive 
Durham NN 27713 
 
"Dear board members, I am deeply concerned about the current plan to reopen our school 
buildings. Over the past few months I have been impressed with the level of conversation you 
have engaged in as you grappled with the question of when and how to reopen buildings; 
however, the abrupt decision to preempt SB37 and just go full speed ahead opening our 



facilities baffled me. I couldn't believe the board made this decision with no public comment 
period and without input from school workers. I ask that you push back the start date so that 
school workers have a chance to get vaccinated beforehand. Teacher working conditions are 
student learning conditions--lets make sure they are as good as they can be!" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 9:10:31 
Elizabeth Leamer 
2414 Orange Factory Rd 
Bahama 
 
"I am a parent of two children that attend Durham Public Schools, and I am also a first grade 
teacher at a Durham Public School. I believe that all DPS staff should have the opportunity to be 
fully vaccinated before returning to school, even if that means pushing the reopening date 
back. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 9:38:36 
Patrick Murphy 
128 Canadian Court 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
I wanted to say thank you and express my support for the decision to safely reopen Durham 
Public Schools on March 15.   
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 10:04:16 
Chelsea Bartel 
3 Elderberry Court 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"Dear DPS Board,  
 
 
How can we trust you? How can we trust that you care about these public comments, when 
you wouldn't allow them before voting to move ahead with in person learning before it's safe?  
 



Remote learning didn't work for our family this year, but the solution isn't to reopen before we 
can do so safely. I thought you were committed to safety, and our family looked forward to 
returning to DPS after this pandemic homeschool year. We'll likely still return in the fall, 
because we don't have realistic other options, but it's a return without any excitement or trust 
in the Board or DPS leadership. There's just sadness and resignation that these are the decisions 
our leaders make.  
 
Thank you Mr. Sears and Ms. Beyer for your vote to value science, safety, and the lives of our 
educators and community.  
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 10:11:03 
annoymous DPS teacher 
511 Cleveland St 
Durham 
 
"You all are cowards. You are hiding behind disadvantaged students even though those 
students are not the ones that will be back in classrooms. Those parents don't want their kids 
back in school because they know it is not safe. You are hiding behind the NCGA "forcing you" 
when they have not. You tell us in January will be remote for the rest of the year and pull the 
rug out from under us a month later? The public needs to understand that teachers cannot get 
vaccinated, there are no appointments to be had anywhere and the "up to" 1000 a week in 
Durham are not being prioritized by who actual needs them the most or first. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 10:14:20 
Zhan Knight 
515 S Mangum st 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"Please do not open the school buildings. It's only going to disrupt the routine that teachers 
have worked so hard to build already - and for what? A few days in a building that won't feel 
normal at all because of COVID restrictions? And we're going to risk our kids' and teachers' 
health for that? Please reconsider opening this semester at all, or at LEAST push it back till all 
teachers have been vaccinated. " 
 
 



 
 
2/22/2021 10:26:55 
Johanna Wilson 
8 Clubstone Ct 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I would like to thank the Board for their decision to provide the option for in-person learning 
starting in March.  Based on information from the CDC and other schools in NC that have 
opened successfully, Durham is in a good position to roll this out.  I appreciate the efforts to get 
teachers vaccinated quickly.  This is very important to children who have suffered emotionally 
and mentally from being out of school so long, and I appreciate how difficult the decision must 
have been as you must factor in parents, students, teachers, staff and administrators.  I feel 
that the DPS BOE has done a good job of making the best of a bad situation." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 10:48:19 
Barry Blefko 
107 Green Pasture Rd 
Mebane, NC 
 
"Before returning to school, all teachers should have been vaccinated, at the very least!" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 10:52:51 
Jean Skelton 
5509 SUNLIGHT DR 
Durham 
 
"Teachers were not given the choice whether to return to school or remain virtual. I do not 
qualify to remain teaching virtually, and therefore do not have a choice but to return to teach in 
person. The Board has been working to come up with a plan to return students to the buildings. 
Now that overarching plans have been made, I urgently ask the Board to consider the safety 
protocols and procedures in place in each individual school. Your work is not done and if not 
thought through it will be teachers as well as students paying the price. Services for EC, AIG, 
ESL, Speech, OT, counseling should be given virtually as well as specials and enrichment. If a 
positive case arises, you can only say it was contained if students have remained absolutely in 
one single bubble.  Hazard pay should be provided to teachers teaching face-to-face. The start 
date should be pushed until all teachers returning to in person teaching who want the vaccine 



are able to receive and recover from both doses. Your work includes thinking for DPS as a 
whole- students, and their families, and your teachers. If you are sending your teachers back in 
the face of this, your work should be behind preparing and protecting them too." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 10:54:08 
Nicole Luck 
2402 Cynthia Dr  
Durham NC 27704 
 
"The decision to return to school despite the undecided outcome of SB 37 is sudden and 
unsettling. With vaccines still limited, and the fact that even though teachers are eligible after 
February 24th, doesn't guarantee a spot, means many educators, students, and their families 
are at risk. Why put the public at risk when a decision was already made to remain remote? 
Why decide to return when vaccines are not guaranteed? My mother works in Harnett county 
as a TA and just last week, one of her cohorts tested positive for Covid-19 on Monday and is 
now in a coma and depends on a ventilator so she breathe. Why is it ok to risk our lives? Please 
guarantee vaccines BEFORE setting a return to school date. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 10:59:59 
Boris Brown 
823 Ridgeway Ave Apt-A 
Durham 
 
In person  for all staff pushback  until everyone is fully vaccinated  including both doses and 10 
days afther   vaccination.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:07:06 
Alex Maynard 
Central Office 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"This plan is simply put incredibly unsafe for both us students, and teachers alike. Being in a 
small room with several others, even with masks (which doesn't seem like its' going to be 
enforced strongly) is unsafe. The decision to make this plan a reality may cost student lives, and 



I don't think profit or pressure should change that." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:09:29 
jordan golden 
6 patriot circle 
27705 
 
"i think kids going back to school sounds like population control because if we dont have to take 
vaccines. its just not going to work, i feel like the government knows kids could get sick and still 
choose to send us back." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:10:01 
Rachel Spencer 
503 Reynolds Ave 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I am a DPS high school educator and the parent of a DPS Pre-K student. If y'all delayed the 
start of the return to school until Q4 for everybody, it would make SO MUCH MORE SENSE. 
Teachers would be vaccinated and we would gladly return and have the time to do it safely and 
well! " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:12:25 
N/A (DPS student) 
N/A 
27713 
 
"The school board are elected officials. How is it any better now than the beginning of the year? 
We do not have the funding or space to come close to having a safe learning environment. 2.4% 
of deaths in communities to COVID are due to the re-opening of schools, in no way is this 
helpful to learning, as we will be in LITERALLY MORTAL DANGER constantly while in school. How 
do you think you will get re-elected when someone inevitably dies?" 
 
 
 



 
2/22/2021 11:21:51 
Melissa White 
1901 Old Durham Rd 
Roxboro, NC 27573 
 
"Please arrange vaccinations for all DPS teachers, staff and administrators before returning to 
school. It is not worth even one life!! And if you think it is, remember the life could be someone 
you love." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:24:34 
Jenny West 
5 Deerwood Court 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"I agree 100 % that we should ALL have the chance to be FULLY vaccinated before we are 
expected to return to the classroom.  Especially in the elementary setting where there will be 
NO social distancing!!!   
 
Not only would a delayed reopening help address the above concern, but it would also allow 
me (an elementary teacher) time to wrap my brain around and plan to take care of my own 
three kids (I have an elementary aged child as well as a middle and high school aged child).  
Words do not even express the panic I've felt since I got the news Thursday.  
 
I know we're supposed to be brief, but, I think it's also worth mentioning that in addition to the 
stress this sudden decision has caused, I have to say that I have never felt less important in all 
my years as a teacher, which makes me simply not as happy in the job I've always loved. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:25:15 
Paris L. Snipes-Frankin 
115 Northern Shrike Court, Cardinal Oaks 27704 
Durham North Carolina, 27704 
 
No Comment 
 
 
 



 
2/22/2021 11:26:41 
Monte Clark 
3611 cub creek road  
Durham NC 27704 
 
You say the well being of students and staff are most important.  Then staff needs both doses 
(shots) before going back into schools.  One dose (shot) is not protecting staff.  Wait until we 
have both doses (shots) before going in person.  Question is do any of you really are about our 
lives? If so wait until we are fully vaccinated!!!! 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:41:07 
Tarseka Shaw 
12 Phauff ct  
Durham, NC 27703 
 
What safety measures are y‚Äôall putting in place for staff and students who elected In-person 
learning?  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:43:43 
Jessica Tanner 
515 N Second St 
Mebane, NC 
 
"I am a DPS teacher and parent of a child in the Alamance Public Schools. Teachers and staff 
need time to get vaccinated. Even one dose will take time. I‚Äôm lucky enough to have gotten 
an appointment, but I‚Äôm recognize that I‚Äôm privileged to be able to make a five hour 
round trip drive to get my dose. Local agencies need to make educator and staff only clinics 
available. Do you know how a Covid quarantine for a teacher who is a parent would work? If my 
daughter gets Covid, she has to quarantine for 10 days from onset of symptoms. As primary 
caretaker, my 14 day isolation doesn‚Äôt start until her 10 days is up. That‚Äôs 24 days I 
can‚Äôt be in the building. Same thing in reverse, she‚Äôs 7, so if I get it, she can‚Äôt stay home 
alone in isolation. Think about how many staff members across all jobs are parents here in DPS. 
This is a staffing nightmare waiting to happen.  Once you‚Äôre fully vaccinated, you don‚Äôt 
have to isolate. Get us vaccinated and let us go back to work safely. " 
 
 



 
 
2/22/2021 11:44:47 
Sarah Bales 
Glenoaks Drive 
Durham, NC  
 
"Learning happens when students and teachers feel safe and appreciated; as a DPS teacher, I 
can assure you I have felt neither due to the BOE's hasty decision last week. I encourage them 
to either resume Plan C that was promised to our community, or push back the opening dates 
until ALL staff can be fully vaccinated with both shots. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 11:47:28 
Alice Boone 
P.O. Box 11364 
Durham, N.C. 27703-0364 
 
It is my opinion that all school staff should be fully vaccinated (including the time period after 
the second vaccine allowed to build the last immunity time period) should be completed before 
re-entry into the school!   Thank you 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 12:08:43 
Eboni allen  
912 Cardens creek dr 
Durham, NC  
 
"Why are you all rushing going back? I know we need to get back to school but this is a sudden, 
unprepared change that is putting so many people‚Äôs lives at risk " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 12:09:18 
Stacey Murray 
400 Lakeview Road 
Durham, NC 27712 
 



"I am a DPS teacher, I believe all DPS staff should have the opportunity to be fully vaccinated 
before returning, even if it means pushing the reopening date back. Just because vaccines are 
available before reopening,  doesn't mean that teachers will be able to be vaccinated with both 
vaccinations and have the appropiate wait time before returning to the classroom. WE NEED 
MORE TIME! 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 12:17:59 
Reilly Finnegan 
1915 Bivins St 
Durham 
 
"Dear Ms. Umstead, Mr. Lee, Ms. Beyer, Mr. Sears, Ms. Lewis, Mr. Ravin, and Ms. Valladares, 
I‚Äôm a DPS high school teacher and I am urging you to amend your school reopening timeline 
to allow for educators to be vaccinated and to allow for educator input that will improve the 
instructional plan. You especially need to push back the proposed return dates for Specialty 
High Schools and elementary schools.   
Throughout this school year I have been grateful for your leadership and your priorities, which 
is why I was stunned and disappointed by your decision to suddenly reverse-course last 
Thursday. Based on the discussion in the meeting, it appears that none of you who voted for 
this plan have adequately considered the damage you are doing to our district or to the 
learning we are all trying to achieve this semester.  
Of course, there is still the very real danger that staff and students will catch and spread COVID-
19, which means we could die or suffer life-long complications. We'd all like to move on to 
other things, but that still has to be number one. We can never forget to ask the question: how 
many staff and student deaths are okay? My answer is still zero. 
Then there is the way you are driving educators out of the district and out of the profession 
with this plan -- the staff we lose to COVID, early retirement, and resignations will not be 
replaceable. Those losses will hurt every building in our district and will negatively affect every 
single student we serve. Causing turnover and staffing shortages are the preferred tools of 
privatizers whose overarching goal is to drive families AWAY from our public schools and, 
ultimately, to end public education all together. Your plan does this, which is surprising given 
that you are supporters of public education. On the other hand, it is unsurprising given that 
privatizers in the General Assembly are the ones who have steered this decision.  
Your plan also needlessly divides public school families and educators -- another strategy more 
commonly used by enemies of pubic education.  Families and educators want the same thing. 
We want to reopen schools safely and we want this pandemic to be contained. Vaccinating 
educators helps us do both, and it is finally possible. In a few more weeks it can be done, and 
we can return to buildings enthusiastically, with so much more safety, trust, and solidarity.  
Finally, as currently outlined, this hybrid plan is underdeveloped and will not improve the 
instruction our students receive for the remainder of this school year.  This is the first thing 



some of my students said to me upon hearing the news! It disrupts the classes we designed for 
remote learning, it reduces the frequency of contact between teachers and students, and it 
clearly will overwhelm teachers in the middle of the semester. Educators need input if we are 
going to have a return that actually benefits students -- and we need to feel safe. 
We cannot rush this. Please move back the start dates.  
Thank you for your work and I look forward to your meeting on Thursday.  
Best wishes,  
Mr. Reilly Finnegan" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 12:21:47 
Education Action Team of the Durham People's Alliance 
Durham 
Durham 
 
"The People‚Äôs Alliance Education Action Team urges the Durham School Board to adapt a few 
key elements of its recent decision to reopen public schools for face-to-face instruction in 
March.   
 
To better protect the health and safety of Durham Public Schools students, families, and staff, 
we urge the Board to: 
Delay the reopening of schools for face-to-face instruction until every staff member who wants 
to be has been fully vaccinated. This delay is contingent upon Governor Cooper‚Äôs veto of 
SB37 and the upholding of that veto by the North Carolina General Assembly. 
Release clear, detailed descriptions of what a day of in-person instruction will look like for an 
elementary, middle, and high school student so that parents can make fully informed decisions 
about whether or not to send their children back into buildings. 
Ask the BOCC to allocate funds to open additional slots at learning centers for students -- 
preferably enough spaces to accommodate all families who wish to use them -- and eliminate 
any associated fees. 
Implement and enforce a uniform, district-wide policy limiting mandatory, synchronous 
instruction for elementary school students to no more than 3.5 hours a day. Include 
asynchronous access to instructional material for any families who cannot manage their 
children‚Äôs live online instruction schedule. 
Provide a dedicated hotline or designated contact person for reporting failure to adhere to 
required safety measures, accessible to staff and families. Include as well a clear outline of the 
chain of consequences and plan for amelioration for failure to adhere to required safety 
measures -- consequences for students, staff, and school sites. 
 
With these measures in place, a DPS return to in-person instruction is more likely to be safe, 
and students whose families opt not to have them return are more likely to experience success 
as well.  



 
Warmly, 
The People‚Äôs Alliance Education Action Team" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 12:41:53 
Tal Matalon 
208 N. Driver st 
Durham NC 27703 
 
"Dear board members, 
I am a middle school teacher in Durham and I am writing to ask that you push back the in 
person opening date until all staff who choose to be vaccinated can do so, and to allow more 
time for a more workable in person plan to be developed. 
I was shocked and appalled that SB37 still seems likely to not become law, and yet our board, 
that until now has consistently been the most attentive to staff and community safety, voted to 
increase our chances of exposure and illness mere weeks before we can be given an additional 
layer of protection. 
My disbelief grows every time I try to wrap my head around the plan the board voted on. The 
elementary plan is not workable and unsafe because unless more staff is hired, it does nothing 
to reduce the number of students in each classroom even if 50% of students remain remote. 
The secondary plan is not workable because it is extremely confusing for everyone involved,  it 
increases the work load on educators while reducing the attention they can dedicate to each 
student, and it disrupts everyone's learning, all for a total of 11-13 days in person until the end 
of the year. 
Closing the learning centers adds insult to injury as parents who until now had some form of 
care for children five days a week, can now only count on four days a week for elementary or 
two days out of eight for secondary. 
Please push the in person start date to allow all interested staff to be fully vaccinated and to 
allow for a sound plan to be developed.  
Thank you," 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 12:44:04 
Kenneth Templeton 
3808 Churchill Circle 
Durham, NC 27707 
 



"The timeline on the district's plan is too aggressive. With vaccinations happening very slowly, it 
is unrealistic to expect employees to have been vaccinated.  
 
The district should be fully transparent at the building level for employees and community 
members: 
 
1. How many employees requested accommodations from in-person positions? What percent 
of those accommodations were rejected/allowed? 
 
2. What are the specific ventilation upgrades that have been made at each building? 
 
3. What are the specific PPE supplies that the district is allocating for each building?  
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 12:46:35 
Anne Klar 
4922 Highgate Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I understand the enormous pressure you are under to make choices for our district and I am 
incredibly disappointed with the decision that you made last week to return to in-person 
learning in March, especially after the thoughtful vote you took in January. The decision 
seemed rushed and reactive instead of measured and thought through. We all want what is 
best for our kids and families but we can't reopen at the expense of the wellness - both mental 
and physical - of our teachers and staff. Pushing a reopen date to April 5th would allow more 
teachers to get vaccinated, give more time for schools to prepare, and minimize disruption for 
our already stressed students by making this transition occur at the start of a new quarter, a 
natural breaking point in the school year." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 12:48:26 
Anonymus 
Hope Valley Road 
Durham 
 
"The board voted to remain in plan C for the remainder of the year. Then, before a bill was 
signed, they declared an emergency, did not take public comment and voted to return to in 



person learning regardless of the status of the legislation. If the bill became a law, no vote 
would have been required anyway. There was a scheduled meeting for this week already. It 
seems like there was no need to hold a vote that was rushed and done without public input. It 
was insulting to be told to meditate after this vote. It was unbelievable to hear some board 
members vote to return before teachers are fully vaccinated and express hope that there 
would be no illnesses or deaths as a result. This is the first time since the start of the pandemic 
that I have felt like the board was not listening and was not acting in the best interest of all its 
constituents. It also feels very much like some more affluent families have exerted pressure to 
reopen schools on the back of those who are at highest risk of illness and death from Covid 19. I 
am disappointed that this vote happened and I question the legality of the vote held in this 
manner." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:11:20 
Patrick Hitesman 
108 AVERY LE CIR 
APEX 
 
"As a concerned parent, and DPS educator, I am shocked and dismayed by the decision to force 
teachers and students back into schools in the coming weeks. We are now to race around to 
find sites for our own vaccinations on our own gas and time?? This scenario provides only the 
deepest disruption, as we have made distance learning WORK, and also sets up students and 
teachers for failure, frustration, and exhaustion at years' end, not to mention risk our lives?? 
For your money. And that is criminal." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:15:48 
Joe Smith 
1035 Capstone Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
Please don't force teachers and students back to school without a vaccine.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:16:07 
Heather Hall 
n/a 



Hillsborough, NC 
 
"All DPS staff should have the opportunity to be fully vaccinated before returning, even if it 
means pushing the reopening date back (esp for specialty HS and elementary schools). As a 
separate setting EC Pre-K teacher, there are an unfathomable amount of logistics to consider 
that DPS has given little to no guidance on thus far. These include: case management, data 
collection, and instruction for IEP goals for a caseload split virtually and in person, Speech and 
OT service delivery, and protocol for arrival/dismissal. DPS administrations and various depts 
need time to prepare for these unique circumstances and parents deserve to have answers to 
these questions before having to make such a crucial decision about their child's education. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:20:21 
Theresa Dowell Blackinton 
Duke St 
Durham 
 
"I am the parent of a DPS 1st grader, and I do not support returning to schools starting March 
15. Give staff time to get vaccinated and principals time to lead safety planning. Schools need 
to plan for SO MANY logistics. March is too soon. We need time to do this right, for the safety 
of our schools and our community. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:25:56 
Kristi Arriaga  
9902 Gallop Lane 
Bahama, NC 27503 
 
"If schools are being given the autonomy to have in-person students come back and sit at a 
computer all day on zoom instruction, then we need to call this in-person model an expansion 
of learning centers, not in-person instruction.  I am a kindergarten teacher in DPS and my 
school is excited about welcoming students back!  We are planning meaningful in-person 
learning opportunities while observing safety precautions. However my 9th grader's school is 
doing all they can to make the in-person option sound miserable and it is offensive to me that 
all students who would choose to come back are not being welcomed.  Instead, they're being 
pressured to stay home by the school administration.  It's not right.  This year has been a joke 
for both my 7th and 9th grader, with the exception of 2 classes (that's 2 out of 16).  If the 
district is offering an in-person option, it needs to be embraced with earnest by the educators 
in the building.  For the first time in my 21 year career, I can understand why a parent would 



choose a charter school over public.  I feel like my children are unwanted by DPS and that's not 
okay." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:34:41 
Rachel Holtzman 
810 Glenco Road 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"Dear Ms. Umstead, Mr. Lee, Ms. Beyer, Mr. Sears, Ms. Lewis, Mr. Ravin, and Ms. Valladares, 
 
I‚Äôm a DPS alumni (Burton, Shepherd, Jordan) and now a JD-MPP dual degree student 
studying law and public policy. I am urging you to please amend your school reopening timeline 
to allow for educators to be vaccinated and to allow for educator input that will improve the 
instructional plan. You especially need to push back the proposed return dates for Specialty 
High Schools and elementary schools.   
 
Thank you, and I look forward to hearing how you each decide. 
 
Best, 
Rachel Holtzman" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:38:12 
Hannah steele  
5207 Revere Rd  
Durham, NC 27713 
 
I understand the importance of returning to school due to the social emotional aspect for 
children. However I think it is important to make sure the teachers and students are able to get 
the vaccine before returning to schools.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:41:39 
Sonja M Thalheimer 
1209 N. Duke St. 
Durham, NC 27701 



 
"Hi, I teach at Lakewood Elementary. Thank you so much for the important work that y'all do, 
and the ways that -  up until now - I have felt so respected and supported by you. I'm so 
confused as to why we are rushing back to schools before the state is forcing us, just as 
vaccinations are beginning to be available to teachers. I am excited to return to schools when it 
feels safe to do so and when teachers and students are given ample time to prepare for that 
return; however, the idea of return to school on March 15th leaves me feeling scared, 
frustrated, and exhausted. Please consider delaying reopening until ALL educators and school 
staff who want to be vaccinated have been. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:54:50 
Laurence Isaacs 
11 Dobbs Place 
Durham 27707 
 
"For Secondary Schools starting in-person cohorts on 4/8, there would be a total of EIGHT (8) 
in-person instructional days per cohort before Final Exams/EOGs. How is this supposed to be an 
improvement over virtual learning, considering the upheaval to students' current schedules and 
having six-to-eight asynchronous days in-between each in-person session?" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:56:16 
Ryanne Peterson 
911 W Cornwallis Rd 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"What is the expectation for DPS employees who made reservations to work remotely, not in 
Durham, for the remainder of the school year after the January 7 announcement to remain on 
plan c? Are we expected to use sick time, will we be expected to cancel travel? Will DPS 
reimburse those of us who this effects? Will educators who travel according to plans previously 
made, be required to quarantine for 14 days after their return to Durham? Are we asking DPS 
families and staff to stay local during Sring break? I have lots of questions but I‚Äôll stop there. 
Thanks for reading Chip. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 13:56:16 



Mercedes McCurley  
404 Englewood Ave. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"How is the district prepared to handle the mental health crisis of a grieving community? How is 
in-person learning going to change the academic outcomes for Latinx children? On a weekly 
basis, during conferences with school  personnel, Latinx families have shared about the loss of a 
parent, grandparents, aunts,uncles and close friends due to Covid. Our children are grieving. 
The grief that is causing depression and anxiety is not going to go away in a school building, it is 
going to take time, empathy, and effective systems of support.  
  
Our children are always learning, they are children after all. Constantly hearing from the schools 
that "the  ELL" students are failing during virtual learning doesn't do anybody any good.  Let me 
remind you that according to state data we also fail during in person learning. In 2018-19,  only 
39.4 % of English learners were proficient. Our college readiness is even lower than that. Please 
don't use our "lack of learning" as the reason to go back to the buildings unless you are 
prepared to aknowledge that we don't do that much better in person because of the systemic 
problems that train our society to dismiss the brilliance of the children in the community that I 
serve and belong to." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:03:40 
Evan Zuzik 
6524 Rossford lane 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"As a DPS teacher I have many questions, some of which I feel are critical to the prospect of re-
opening.  
 
It should be noted that this semester has been so much better than the previous and I finally 
feel like I have a grasp on Canvas, virtual teaching, and how to reach remote students. The 
students are more comfortable and when I discussed the possibility of going back they 
unanimously voiced a plea to just keep things they way they are. Consistency is so important. 
Going back without a well thought-out plan makes us more vulnerable to events that will 
disrupt it even more.  What happens when we go back but then have to shut down for a few 
days because of positive cases and students now have no idea what cohort is supposed to come 
in? What happens when a student is coughing in my classroom? If I am exposed will I be 
teaching from home whilst I quarantine and a sub watched the other cohort of students in my 
classroom? 
 
 It seems unfair to students and staff to change when people made long-term plans based on 
what was told.  Some students and staff are not currently living in district, in town or even in 



state. This makes sense and people took advantage of virtual learning to make the most choices 
for childcare and work.  
 
Finally, I appreciate educators being moved up in vaccine priorities, but what about custodial 
staff, bus drivers, and cafeteria workers? These people are potentially more likely to be 
exposed and typically are paid less than teachers/ could be even more impacted by the virus. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:06:53 
Lauren Mason 
5425 Pageford Drive 
Durham,NC 27703 
 
"I would like to urge the school board to push back the start date for elementary and specialty 
high schools until April 5th. An April 5th start date would give teachers who want to get 
vaccinated more time to do so, give principals more time to plan safely, and would also be a 
less of a traumatic transition back to school. Traditional schools would in school for one week 
before they went on spring break. I think it would be better if school started back in person 
after spring break to give the kids a smoother transition back to school. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:08:07 
Katie Monroe 
1308 Shawnee St 
DURHAM 
 
I do not want my children to be around unvaccinated teachers! It's dangerous for the teachers 
& it's dangerous for the students. Please consider delaying opening until after all teachers are 
FULLY vaccinated. 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:09:39 
Tamela Chakrobartty 
1333 Clermont Road 
Durham, NC 27713 
 



"I believe for the safety of school staff, students, and their families, teachers and staff should 
have the opportunity to receive a vaccine and build up immunity before being required to 
return to school.  This could mean delaying the start date for everyone. Another option  could 
be for teachers and staff to return on a staggered basis with staff who have received the 
vaccine returning first, and other staff joining in-person after they are vaccinated.  This will give 
peace of mind to everyone, as well as prevent/minimize disruptions and schedule changes due 
to needing to quarantine, etc. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:11:09 
Jenneca Graber-Grace 
1405 Leon St. 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Hi, I am a high school teacher at Southern. Please allow more time for teachers to get 
vaccinated before re-opening schools, we were not part of this decision and it does not feel fair, 
especially since we are so close to being able to get vaccines and then open safely. There is NO 
REASON to rush this process, absolutely none. Safety should be our number one concern and 
DPS will lose a lot of teachers if you force us to return this way. Also, please take accountability 
for your actions, in your last meeting you said you were "forced" to make this decision, which is 
NOT true. You are autonomous individuals, YOU made that decision. Own it. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:20:57 
Kaia Brown  
1 shropshire place  
Durham, NC 27707 
 
I don‚Äôt think it‚Äôs fair how the the students get a choice to go back and the teachers (who 
are more at risk) don‚Äôt. Also how many students per class have to agree to come back for 
teachers to have to come back? 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:21:56 
Michelle Hartman 
2100 Sprunt Ave. 
Durham, NC 27705 



 
"While my initial instinct is to fill the comment box with how disappointed I am at the Board's 
rash decision last week, I instead want to praise the current efforts of our amazing educators. 
Today, I have had to have myself on mute during my meetings because everyone can hear my 
Kindergartener in the room above me- his laughter & engagement in learning is infectious. The 
first hundred days of school has been transformational- he's reading, he's writing, he's typing- 
all things that he refused to even try before K. I am in awe of the amazing ways the teachers are 
supporting our children in the virtual environment. At the same time I am deeply concerned 
about the amount of disruption that is ahead for all of our learners, and hope the Board will 
reconsider their decision for the sake of stability and safety of our teachers and staff. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:21:58 
MWright  
Quarantine Lane  
27704 
 
Will staff that are exposed to more persons/students be paid hazard pay? (Before/Afterscool) If 
staff are pulled to perform additional duties or perform lead teacher roles will staff get 
guaranteed pay and or compensated for such task? 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:23:07 
Joshua Heffner 
111 Green Gables Way 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"The decision at the Feb 18 emergency meeting to resume in-person education was an 
unforced error which the board should be ashamed of. There was no reason to implement a 
return; the board could just as easily have voted on a plan contingent on the General Assembly 
overriding the governor's veto. Instead, it has signaled that, when the General Assembly wants 
to take actions that are not in the best interests of students, staff, and educators, the General 
Assembly need only threaten to do so, and the board will fold. Shameful." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:23:29 
Allison C Swaim 



2502 Shenandoah Ave 
Durham 
 
"Right now, students in all grades have access to learning centers - school sites that are open 
every day where students can go to do their schoolwork. They have bus transportation to get 
there. At the centers, they have wifi access, adult supervision, and a space outside their home 
to do their schoolwork. With the reopening plan, learning centers close. Students in grades 6-12 
who needed learning centers to do the online schoolwork will no longer have access. They will 
only be at their assigned school site 2 days out of every 2ish weeks (for a total of 10 days from 
April until the start of end of course testing). They had access to learning centers 100% of the 
time and now they will have access to their schools 25% of the time. When students go to their 
school site, they'll be doing the same thing they were doing at learning centers - completing 
classwork on Canvas. This is just one of several deep concerns I have about the logistics of 
reopening and what it will actually mean for students and their learning. I know the board cares 
deeply about students' learning and emotional health. If more students need a space outside 
their home to do their schoolwork and have some distanced interaction with peers, why not 
open up more learning centers for the students who need that?" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:29:17 
Davis Harper 
908 Cleveland St. 
Durham 
 
"As a classroom teacher, husband to a pregnant wife, the Hillside New Tech Teacher of the Year 
2021-22, and past supporter of many of the Durham School Board, I'm in disbelief about the 
decision to unilaterally reopen schools - before Cooper's signature is on the bill AND all school 
staff have had time to be fully vaccinated. How ironic that the decision was made over a Zoom 
meeting that I watched on YouTube! Your street credit as a school board that listens to and 
cares for the needs of its schools staff and students is in very dangerous territory, all because of 
the vocal minority of parents who want schools open. I hate remote learning as much as the 
next teacher who would rather be connecting with my students, and I'm working as hard as 
anybody - 10 hours this weekend, and I'll be going at least 10 today - so to see that disregarded 
for an accelerated return to "normalcy" is despicable. You've just voted for a decision that will 
make the learning experience worse - more disjointed, chaotic, cold, and distant - for the vast 
majority of students, whether they decide to enter the school building or remain remote.  
 
Please do not open schools until all school staff are fully vaccinated. If you don't, I look forward 
to seeing all of your names on the substitute teacher roster on March 15th, and voting and 
campaigning for your opponents in the next election." 
 



 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:33:58 
Natalie Spring 
801 Cleveland St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"In talking to DPS parents this week, it seems the message ‚ÄúPlease keep your children online 
if you can so that we can attempt to meet CDC guidelines‚Äô was not received. Parents at some 
DPS elementary schools have been told by Principals that they should all choose in-person 
because it is perfectly safe. This is not what I heard Chair Umstead advocating for last week.  
I have heard elementary teachers will be expected to simultaneously teach online and in-
person students. Asking teachers to teach two classes simultaneously (online and in-person) is 
asking for teachers to once again do double work. This is unfair to teachers, students, and 
families and provides a perverse incentivize to choose in-person.  I also thought that the Board 
agreed not to do this with previous reopening plans.  
If the majority of students whose families choose online are Black and Hispanic and you ask 
teachers to teach students who are online and in-person you will be privileging the classroom 
attending students. Unequal education for the primarily Black and Hispanic students at home 
will be baked in to the reopening model.   
I have also heard that Middle and High School teachers will be expected to interact with all 
students in each cohort both online and in-person. Again, this is unfair to our teaching staff who 
have already shouldered the burden during the pandemic. It is also highly impractical.  Where 
should they choose to make eye contact ‚Äì with the video camera for online students or with 
the student in the room? How should they check their amplification so that as they move 
around the classroom everyone online can hear them? Why are the students in the buildings if 
all of the work is taking place on DPS Chromebooks?  
My ask is simple,  no teacher should in any way be required to teach in a building with in-
person students until both rounds of vaccinations have been offered to every teacher in 
Durham Public Schools. No staff member should have to return to the building or the bus or the 
cafeteria until they have been offered both rounds of vaccination. We are so close to achieving 
this.   
You gave parents and students the free choice to choose in-person or online and you should 
afford the same choice to teachers- regardless of their ability to successfully apply for a medical 
accommodation. Just give teachers the same choice you gave parents and students.  
Finally, why are we doing this? Is this what is in the best interest for Durham Public Schools? 
Why can we not find a timeline that accomplishes teacher and staff vaccinations, a meaningful 
break in the academic calendar, and clear messaging that this is only for those students who 
have no alternative. You all made a hard decision to keep school buildings closed this academic 
year and decided on community metrics in alignment with CDC guidelines. Last week you 
seemingly abandoned those metrics and dashboards, sending all of us teachers, parents, and 
students back into a cycle of confusion and concern.  I ask that you reconsider last week‚Äôs 



decision. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:34:08 
Tara Radford 
2909 East Garner Road 
Raleigh 
 
Please give us the vaccine prior to returning to the classroom.  It is necessary for my return  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:43:00 
Kevin Wicker 
3001 Reedybrook Xing 
Apex 
 
I would like to wait for a return to school until teachers can be vaccinated. There was absolutely 
no reason the board met in a hurry to send us back so quickly when the governor hasn‚Äôt even 
signed the bill. Leaving teachers and families completely out of the loop. Disgraceful.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:56:46 
Lynn O'Neill 
4310 AMERICAN DR 
DURHAM, NC 27705 
 
"If it is not safe enough for roughly 10 adults to sit in a room to have the board meetings, then 
it is not safe enough to put hundreds of people back into our school buildings. Teachers want 
and deserve to be fully vaccinated before being asked to return. The board voted last month to 
have us stay remote through the end of the year because we had not reached the agreed upon 
metrics, and we would be focusing on making sure everything was in place for a safe return 
next year. I realize that SB 37 has complicated that situation, but that bill hasn't even been 
passed yet. This should be an "IF/THEN" situation. IF the bill is passed, THEN here is what we 
will do. To do a complete about face this way has left many of us feeling completely betrayed 
and scared for our safety, and the safety of our families. In my house there are 2 elementary 
teachers and a 2nd grader. This action is potentially exposing my family to 60 other families. 
How is that safe? Being told to "turn off the tv and practice mindfulness" does nothing to keep 



us safe. Hoping and praying that no one dies does nothing to keep us safe. Rushing into a plan 
before we are legally obligated to open does nothing to keep us safe. This plan has been 
rushed, poorly considered, and lacks teacher input- which is absolutely necessary as WE will be 
the ones actively carrying out this plan. I would like to thank Ms. Beyer and Mr. Sears for their 
votes, and ask the rest of you to reconsider your decision on this current plan and consider 
opening under a modified plan B AFTER ALL staff can be FULLY vaccinated. Thank you for your 
consideration." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 14:59:27 
Jenny Duvall 
Newhall Road 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Dear Board of Education,  I recently retired from DPS after 23 years of service.  I will not 
burden you with a long diatribe about the ill-informed and stunningly poor decision that was 
made.  In order to make things easier for Mr. Sudderth, I will just offer you a list of words (from 
both DPS staff and DPS parents) I found on texts, emails, and social media. Just a few for your 
consideration:   
 
Eroded trust 
Hurtful 
Disgrace 
Angry 
They don‚Äôt care 
Dispensable 
Go where you are valued (a DPS parent) 
Callous 
Shocking 
Heart hurts 
Disheartened 
Infuriating 
Threatening 
Unsafe 
Heinous (DPS parent) 
Unethical 
Unconscionable 
Appalling 
Losing faith 
Betrayal 
Absurd 
Impossible situation 



Life-threatening environment 
Manipulated 
Insane 
Broken promises 
Blindsided 
Demoralized 
Teachers are humans 
Flabbergasted 
Deeply shaken 
Loss of faith 
Heartbreaking 
Ignoring potential death 
I‚Äôm destroyed 
Slap in the face 
Patronizing 
Gaslighting 
Sickening 
Livid 
Speechless 
Cowardice 
Denialism 
 
Is this okay with you?  Thank you Natalie Beyers and Matthew Sears for having the intellectual 
strength to vote your conscience.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 15:05:07 
Kali Williams 
730 Branniff Drive 
Cary 
 
"As a teacher, I need to be given time to set up my classroom to be welcoming for my students. 
We need to be given Work Days or Remote Learning Days where teachers can prepare our 
classrooms to be more welcoming for scholars. Especially during a pandemic, they need to be 
able to feel safe and comfortable in their classroom. This can only happen if teachers have 
adequate time to prep their classroom. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 15:19:40 



Maggie Healy 
516 November Drive 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"It seems DPS was caught off-guard by the state's recent decision, but the plan that has been 
put forward is so convoluted that there is no way a family can be expected to make a 
reasonable decision about returning to school by February 24th.  Schools don't seem to have a 
grasp of how things will look for students, regardless of whether they stay home or return in 
person because they say they can't make a plan as they don't know how many students will 
actually return.  Teachers and administrators continue to emphasize the importance of filling 
out the survey for planning purposes so that they can then determine how they will be able to 
safely have students return and whether or not students will be able to keep their teachers.  
However, as parents, we can't make that decision until we know more details from the schools 
and we have an understanding of what the consequences will be of returning or not returning 
from the perspective of teacher stability and overall safety standards.  Furthermore, the high 
school and middle school plan has students returning so infrequently that it hardly seems worth 
it to disrupt current schedules to have these students come back when the most they could 
actually attend school would be 14 days (this includes exam days which presumably would have 
students on another schedule).  We are so close to having most people get vaccinated that it 
seems ridiculous to remove everyone from their new "normal lives" to return to school for less 
than 3 months and substantially increase their risks of bringing something home to their 
families.  At the very least, I would urge the board to rethink their decisions when it comes to 
having middle school and high school students return to school.  Those who are already failing 
are unlikely to make substantial gains in the next three months from attending school 10-14 
days, and they should be required to attend summer school to catch up.  During this summer 
period, teachers who feel safe returning to school could teach, but those who do not would 
also not be required to be at school.  All teachers would also have hopefully had the 
opportunity to be vaccinated by the summer, as would some students in theory, so the risk 
would be lower.  Asking students to make a decision about whether or not to return to school is 
extremely stressful for them (and their parents) in a year that has already provided enough 
stress, and many would just like to continue with what they have without fearing losing 
teachers, changing schedules or contracting COVID-19.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 15:22:27 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Durham 
 
"I urge you to give us more time to develop a plan that will keep everyone safe. I feel so 
helpless and like my life isn‚Äôt valued. We are so close to being completely vaccinated. I want 
to stay with my kids and I will do everything I can to keep them safe, but we need more time to 



come up with a safe plan. Please don‚Äôt make me choose between my life and my job. 
Teachers deserve better." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 15:32:24 
Horacio Arriaga Gutierrez 
9902 Gallop LN 
Bahama 
 
"I am concerned that the language of the board "If you can and if you are able, it's important 
that you keep your students at home..."  This is dividing our community into the haves and the 
have nots, or the perception thereof.  Those who can afford to work from home or hire nannies 
can keep their kids at home.  Those that depend on school for childcare cannot.  Whether this 
was your intent or not, you are effectively shaming the families choosing to send their students 
back to school since they "are not able" to keep their kids home.  Everyone should have the 
option of in-person or remote learning with no judgment as to why they made the decision 
they did.  Every school should be validating parents' decisions and making both in-person and 
remote learning meaningful for students.  Instead, you are sending the message: we don't want 
you in our buildings, but we'll take the poor kids if we have to.  Do better DPS!" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 15:51:32 
Terri Turner 
920 Sandlewood Dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"I am a home pod teacher for 2nd grade. I am a grandparent of one of the children I facilitate in 
our pod. I do not think it is the best interest of either the children or teachers to rush them back 
to in person learning until after the teachers get vaccinated!!  We have worked very hard 
during Covid to keep our family safe and the kids learning!! Also, I do not see the advantage of 
returning before spring break....for grade school age, I believe it would be more disruptive than 
an advantage! I vote to extend on line until teachers get vaccinated!!" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 15:51:45 
Shannon Watson 
313 Atwood Drive 



Holly Springs, NC 27540 
 
"When DPS committed to be virtual for the remainder of the school year, I committed my child 
to be virtual in a different county for the remainder of the year.  Now that I have to return to 
work, I have no childcare, nor extra funds to pay for it.  I would also prefer NOT to return to 
school prior to being vaccinated." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:01:01 
Suzanne Beckwith 
1 Wembley Ct 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"As a parent I feel that  ALL DPS staff should have the opportunity to be vaccinated before 
returning, even if it means pushing the reopening date back " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:01:25 
Kim Brown  
5207 Revere road 
Durham NC 27713 
 
"You said we wouldn‚Äôt go back until the positivity rate was below 4 % then school closed for 
the rest of year now we‚Äôre opening. Please do not open keep the teachers, staff and students 
safe. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:03:35 
Anon 
Durham, NC 
27707 
 
"Has childcare for teachers with children who are not school aged been considered? Since we 
were told we would be virtual all year, I took our child out of daycare and now are on waiting 
lists with no hopes of childcare until August. I do not have a medical waiver and am unsure 
what to do." 
 



 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:06:12 
Shaun Thompson 
Durham 
Durham, NC  
 
Have you given any thought to the reality of what you are suggesting for this hybrid option? 
What are you trying to achieve? There won't be any more socializing than online when we have 
to teach on both at the same time. They can't hang out in the hallways during lunch or between 
classes. It is only going to cause chaos for the last little bit of school and probably result in worst 
results than if we simply kept going for the rest of the semester as you had voted on previously. 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:07:33 
Casey Myers 
925 Orient St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
Is there a plan for the amount of teacher coverage that is going to have to take place to account 
for the teachers that can't return to in-person? Will teachers be paid for the extra classes they 
will have to cover for their peers? 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:20:01 
Denise Baynham 
2705 University Drive 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"All DPS staff should have the opportunity to be fully vaccinated before returning, even if it 
means pushing the reopening date back especially for specialty HS and elementary schools." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:20:27 
Alphonso Donaldson, Jr. 
218 Wood Valley Ct.  



Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Good evening DPS Board Members, 
 
I am a parent to a DPS student and I am a DPS staff member, so like many of the people you are 
hearing from today, I see this issue from multiple angles. While some would have you believe 
that there is virtually no risk to staff or students entering schools as long as they use proper 
mitigation strategies, the truth is that re-entry might be kind of safe for most . . . we hope. "We 
hope" is not good enough for me, and it should not be good enough for you. DPS should 
continue using community spread metrics to determine safe re-entry. In the abandonment of 
that, focus on full vaccination for any staff member who wants it. Let‚Äôs use any flexibility, 
connection, or political power we have to prioritize health and safety for the folks doing the 
work in our school buildings. 
 
Thank you,  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:27:48 
Erin Roth 
3218 Rose of Sharon Dr. 
Durham 
 
What assistance is available for DPS teachers who have children committed to virtual learning 
(some districts required commitment months ago and can not be changed) in other districts. 
There is no child care available. 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:37:46 
Stephanie Spicer 
1207 Merrion Ave 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
Forcing staff who have been approved for virtual teaching to do said teaching from the building 
totally defeats the purpose. That puts extra adult bodies in the building that don't need to be 
there and reduces the ability to social distance effectively. These staff members wouldn't have 
gotten letters from their medical providers if they were able to safely enter the building. Why is 
DPS bent on making this process as difficult and as unsafe as possible? To prove you can control 



us and make us do what you want? To take our power away? This madness needs to stop.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:48:21 
Anna Allman 
2207 Elk River Dr 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"I think bringing us back this early is a mistake. While certain things like statewide 
hospitalizations have recently started to trend down, it is still not low enough in Durham 
County for me to feel safe. You are asking thousands of staff to return without the promise of 
vaccination first. Further, is there prioritization for elementary and specialty schools returning 
in March? For example, since people at Easley will return before those at Riverside, is the Easley 
staff being ushered to the front of these vaccine waiting lists?  
 
Frankly, I've done a lot of swearing these past few days. I swore at some of you for being 
cowards. I swore that you cite out of date studies from small towns with higher funding than us. 
I've done lots of worrying, tossing and turning, and stress eating. I always expect to get screwed 
over by the federal government. To get screwed by my own local government, by the people in 
my town that I VOTED for, it is almost too much.  
 
You need to fix your mistake. You need to change these return dates. You need to remind the 
PEOPLE that you are elected to SERVE that you care about them.  
 
If even ONE of my students, colleagues, or a family members get sick because of this asinine 
decision of yours... I hope you can live with yourself. We are not stuck between a rock and a 
hard place if one option is "online schooling is not good" and the other is "risking your life with 
a COVID exposure". See you next election, cowards. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:51:32 
Chris Crowl 
1110 Montreux Dr. 
Mebane, NC 27302 
 
"Has anyone considered childcare as a possible obstacle for teachers who have children who 
are not school aged or who attend schools that are virtual only?  We were told that DPS would 
be all virtual, all the time until August 2021.  Now the board has decided to change that 
decision with almost zero input from teachers, who they depend on to fulfill this thoughtless 



plan.  Many teachers, including myself, took their toddlers out of daycare when the decision 
was made to continue with all virtual learning until August, 2021.  It appears that it will be 
nearly impossible to gain childcare services with such short notice, as I have my child on waiting 
lists for childcare that will not have any guaranteed openings until August.  What do you 
suggest teachers/parents who are in a similar or the same situation do? " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:54:15 
Jessie L Schmitz 
2522 Elgin St 
Durham, 27704 
 
Considering high school students will only get 10 or so days back in person because of the a/b/c 
rotating schedule is it worth the disruption caused to current schedules? Is there a way that 
only students who are failing at the moment can be in person (maybe more often than 2 days 
every 15 days) while students who have had success online stay online for the rest of the year? 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 16:59:00 
Elisa Mendez 
1439 E NC Highway 54 Apt X 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Although I have many concerns of my child returning back to school full time with minimal 
social distance she has expressed she would like to return to school. What measures will be 
taken to protect children with pre-existing conditions as one of my biggest concerns is that my 
child is asthmatic and I would like to ensure that her exposure of any will be minimized. Also, I 
would like to keep the consistency she‚Äôs had and I hope the arrangements the school district 
makes for its staff include keeping the same teacher students have had this year for the 
remainder of the year." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:00:58 
Jessie L Schmitz 
2522 Elgin St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 



"Who will do contact tracing in each school building? How will the district define a "contact?" 
 
For example if I am in my classroom with a student for 90 minutes but only within six feet of 
that student for 5 minutes is that a contact? Will I be notified if that student develops 
symptoms and/or tests positive? If a student who was in school on Monday and Tuesday 
develops symptoms on Thursday and tests positive on Friday is that a contact for the students 
Monday/Tuesday classmates and teachers?  
 
What will the quarantine period be after a covid exposure and who will be in the classroom if a 
teacher is exposed/sick and quarantining but their students are not?" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:04:50 
Elizabeth Duncan Koontz 
511 Cleveland St. 
Durham, NC 
 
"The following quote was pulled from the Duke study of COVID transmission in schools: 
"A recent systematic review noted that school closures alone would prevent only 2‚Äì4% of 
deaths, which is much less than other social distancing interventions." 
 
Ignoring the callous minimization of those deaths, this study, cited by name in SB 37, makes 
clear that reopening schools costs lives. If COVID deaths in Durham continue at today's pace, 
this statistic projects between 1-4 deaths in our community caused directly by the decision to 
reopen schools. What is the purported return on this decision that justifies the loss of those 
lives?" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:05:27 
Chris Crowl 
1110 Montreux Dr.  
Mebane, NC 27302 
 
What accountability is the district planning to take if someone catches Covid-19 at a school and 
accrues medical expenses and/or dies? 
 
 
 
 



2/22/2021 17:24:58 
Esther Glenn 
3248 Rowena Avenue 
Durham 
 
"I am elementary school media coordinator. Fully vaccinated may be variable for different 
educators.  For example, I was given a shingles shot on February 3 which is a two-dose shot.  It 
is not recommended by the CDC that the COVID-19 vaccine be given two weeks before or after 
any other vaccinations.  Therefore, I would not be able to take the Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccination until March 24.  I have read that only the 2nd shot of the COVID-19 vaccine 
provides protection against contracting/spreading the virus and that it is not fully effective until 
14 days after the 2nd dose. It is recommended that the two doses be taken 21 to 28 days apart.  
Therefore, in my case, I would not be fully vaccinated until after April 21, 2021 (if I am able to 
get the 1st vaccine on March 24, 2021) and 14 days after that, protected (May 5, 2021)." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:26:03 
Sherry Franklin 
4910 highgate drive 
Durham, North Carolina 27713 
 
"I am a DPS parent and teacher.  For the sake of all involved, please reconsider the opening 
dates until ALL employees of DPS are vaccinated.  This entire debacle is causing undue stress on 
everyone, especially our students who are worried about their teacher‚Äôs health and what the 
end of their year is going to look like.  ALL students will now be negatively impacted by this 
decision.  Every single one.  They will lose their teacher, some of their classmates and maybe 
both as our classroom families are torn apart in 3 weeks.  Please do the right thing for ALL of 
DPS by keeping us virtual until all can be vaccinated.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:26:24 
Shanel Haskins 
4304 Chimney Stone Rd 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"I am a parent of two DPS students. I was very disappointed by the decision last week regarding 
returning to in person learning. The decision that was made without any feedback from, or 
regard for, the teachers and school staff. This is a key example of decisions being made at the 
top with no input, feedback, or regard for the people below who have to do the day to day 



work and carry out the decisions that they had no part in making. The fact that the school 
board meetings are still being held virtually should be just one clear indication that the schools 
should not be reopening yet, among many others. The benefits of in person learning still do not 
outweigh the risks at this time, especially since the students will only return for the last quarter 
of the school year. Why are you ok with putting the teachers and school staff, as well as their 
families at risk by forcing them back into the building for one quarter of in person learning? 
Why is it not reasonable to wait until more teachers, staff, and the general public can be 
vaccinated and start a plan to return to in person learning at the beginning of the new school 
year?  Are our teachers lives not worth that? Are our lives not worth that?    
We are all experiencing pandemic fatigue, but that fatigue is not a good enough reason to rush 
back to congregate settings before it is fully safe to do so. This pandemic will never end if we 
don't just wait and "stay put" until it's safer and everyone has access to vaccinations. Bringing 
students back in contact with the teachers and staff, and other students, so soon is dangerous 
and reckless. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:33:19 
Rita Rathbone 
105 Moray Drive 
Raleigh 
 
"Dear Superintendent and Board Members:  
 
I am thinking back over my 20 year career in Durham Public Schools and all the amazing ideas 
that I and my colleagues had to benefit students only to be told it couldn't be done because it 
didn't benefit enough students, wasn't an efficient use of resorurces, couldn't be tied to test 
scores, or didn't have enough data to back it up. The amount of resources that DPS and NC are 
suddenly willing to throw into in-person learning for a small number of secondary students is 
both inefficient and has no solid data to support it. The benefit to disrupting students schedules 
for a small number of in-person days with covid protocols in place simply is not worth the risk. 
If it is, produce the data about the benefits to student learning and emotional health to be in 
school with covid protocols in place. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:36:14 
Hannah steele  
5207 Revere Rd  
Durham, NC 27713 
 



I understand the importance of returning to school due to the social emotional aspect for 
children. However I think it is important to make sure the teachers and students are able to get 
the vaccine before returning to schools.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:39:48 
monique taylor 
3218 Rose of Sharon road 
Durham 
 
"Changing the decision of moving from Plan C to Plan B without making the vaccine available 
for faculty and staff was a carless one.   I have no problem retuning to work SAFELY.   Why are 
we rushing to Plan B without testing/vaccines?  I am endangering myself and my family in order 
to financially support/feed my family and DPS is offering a mask, disinfectant  and rubber gloves 
? Right now we (teachers) are scrambling to find places that will give the vaccine to us.  DPS 
should be supplying us with a vaccine as well as masks, disinfectants and gloves.  This is not the 
time to be pushing teachers back into the classrooms, in-person return should only be done 
once teachers can receive both doses of the vaccine." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:41:42 
Stacy V Arrington 
109 DOGWOOD ST 
FRANKLINTON 
 
As a Durham County School employee I am concerned about having to make this decision about 
returning to in person learning with very little notice without proper vaccinations. I try to 
maintain safety but it is hard to rely on others and have confidence that everyone will follow 
proper protocol.  What are the prerequisites or requirements for teachers and students 
returning.  Will covid test be adminstered/required? 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:57:48 
Morandi Hurst 
2409 Stephenson St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 



"Dear Board Members, 
 
My name is Morandi Hurst. I am a teacher at Lakewood Montessori Middle School, and a proud 
Durham community member. I want to begin by thanking you for all you've done this year to 
protect students and staff. I appreciate the caution, care, and support you have shown school 
staff up to this point.  
 
During the last board meeting,  the choice was made to rush to re-open schools before it is 
safe, and without an organized plan in place that protects all staff and students. I was shocked 
by the speed in which this decision was made, and at the lack of public comment and 
transparency.  
 
As a teacher, I want schools to open (like we all do), but I want them to open in a safe and 
organized way. And as a middle school teacher, I want to know that my elementary school and 
specialty high school colleagues will be safe, and will have adequate time to receive the 
vaccination before their return to school.  
 
I want to thank Matt Sears and Natalie Beyer, for supporting teacher safety, and for questioning 
the rushed timeline to re-open schools.  
 
I urge you all to reconsider the timeline you've proposed, and to resist opening schools until all 
staff can be vaccinated, and an organized plan can be created 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Morandi" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:57:57 
Lisa Cheek  
190 Falcon Lane 
Rougemont, NC 27572 
 
"As a DPS teacher,  I am outraged that a decision was made for students, teachers, and staff to 
return without even once asking for teacher input.  We want to come back, but not before it is 
safe to do so.  Making the decision WITH A RETURN DATE to get ahead of SB37 (which hasn't 
even been signed by the governor) is ridiculous.  You would have so many more teachers on 
your side, had you asked our thoughts on returning,  had the plan ready IF SB37 passes (not 
regardless), and set the date of return for AFTER all staff has had the opportunity to be fully 
vaccinated. You have been wreckless, and need to reconsider YOUR plan. 
" 
 



 
 
 
2/22/2021 17:59:50 
Caryn Rossi 
1705 Maryland Avenue 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I am a veteran public school teacher. While I have appreciated the school board's leadership 
and support in the past, I was shocked and hugely disappointed by the board's reversal of the 
announcement made in January for DPS to remain virtual through June. Based on the 
discussion in the meeting, it appears that none of you who voted for this plan have adequately 
considered the damage you are doing to our district or to the learning we are all trying to 
achieve this semester. I am urging you to amend your school reopening timeline to allow for 
educators to be vaccinated and to allow for educator input that will improve the instructional 
plan. You especially need to push back the proposed return dates for Specialty High Schools and 
elementary schools. Please do the right thing by amending the dates to keep EVERYONE safe so 
that ALL of us can return to the building. ONE DEATH IS TOO MANY. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 18:07:48 
Amy R Csorba 
824 East Forest Hills 
Durham 
 
"Hi,  My daughter is an ESL teacher and I have heard of the struggles her students have had, 
both with in person and virtual learning.  Based on this, I have these concerns/questions:  
 
1. The rotating schedule for high school students sets up vulnerable students for failure.  Could 
there be a simpler plan, such as each group having the same one day each week (one group 
each M,T, W) and the (1st, 2nd, 3rd) Thursday of the month? or something else that mostly 
keeps an individual student's weekly schedule constant?  I am concerned that ESL students will 
have difficulty understanding the complicated proposed schedule, and many students will have 
transportation issues with an ever changing schedule. 
2.  Is there a school district specific plan in place for contact tracing?  I am a volunteer contact 
tracer at Duke.  If a solid plan is not already in place, I recommend planners consult Laura 
Andrews at Duke  (laura.andrews@duke.edu) for her suggestions based on her experience 
organizing this.  You may also want to recruit volunteer contact tracers.  I would be willing to 
help with this.  



3.  Can extra counseling staff be hired to help?  There is increased need due to the pandemic. 
Schools with large ESL populations in particular need a dedicated ESL counselor, as the issues 
that arise are vast and often different from the ones facing native speakers of English.   
 
Thanks so much,  Amy Csorba" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 18:10:44 
Zach Feder 
4904 Wineberry Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
Don't open in-person learning until all staff have been vaccinated (with both doses plus time for 
effect) 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 18:12:19 
Shannon Thorn 
1506 Cotherstone Dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"Schools should not be opened in any capacity until ALL workers can be vaccinated. Working in 
close quarters with young children who are unlikely to be compliant with safety measures 
places teachers and staff at risk, and this is too much to ask of them, especially when they were 
told that DPS would be in Plan C for the remainder of the year. They deserve to feel safe in their 
workplace in this regard as much as any other." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 18:25:22 
Chris Crowl 
1110 Montreux Dr.  
Mebane, NC 27302 
 
"I'd like to offer my apologies.  I misused the word thoughtless when asking my question about 
childcare.  I understand that the decisions being discussed and made are not easy.  I did not 
mean to suggest that no thought has been put into the decision to go back to school.  I am, 
however, upset that teachers have been left out of the process and believe that there are many 



obstacles that have not been considered, due to the fact that administration had nothing to 
offer on the issue of childcare in our meeting today.  Again, I apologize for my misuse of the 
word thoughtless and am confident that the board can and will make the best decisions for the 
community but believe that can only be achieved when all possible variables are considered.  
Thank you for your time and consideration.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 18:27:35 
Bridget Bennett  
303 Chestnut Oak Place  
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"Single parent of 4 DPS students. Why risk the health and well-being of the educators that make 
our community thrive? It takes a village to raise a child and I need mine and I need them 
healthy and well.  My children also would be in a worse mental health state should they lose 
their teacher due the teacher transitioning to the classroom and them staying online. COVID 
has presented us all with challenges, but isn‚Äôt life challenging? Doesn‚Äôt life bring us 
opportunities to learn and grow and improve everyday? Look at what we have learned about 
each other and mental health. The importance of mental health awareness and services in our 
schools is huge.  Give that to our educators and students instead of creating a situation that 
would negatively impact all of our mental health even more.  
Implement positive change for the upcoming school year such as this. We need strong and 
healthy teachers like we have now.  
We are Bull City Strong don‚Äôt make us Bull City Weak.  
Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 18:45:58 
Monica Unger 
3812 Lochnora Parkway 
Durham Nc27705 
 
"I am an educator in DPS and am concerned that no impute or presentation by staff were 
offered at the emergency meeting. Only parent, partial medical and political impute was 
presented. Nor was any mention made of COVID-19 testing for students, staff and teachers 
prior to in person return as a safety precaution. This needs to be done.  
 
In addition I would request that the Board consider pushing back the in person return date to a 
more appropriate start on April 5th when 4th Quarter begins. Parents & students, teachers and 



staff will take vacations/travel/socialize during Spring Break so for safety sake please consider 
return after Spring Break. Even elected officials-Texas Senator Ted Cruz and Texas State Rep. 
Gary Gates are disregarding the social distancing how can we expect other to do the right thing 
to protect our safety! Honestly, I don't understand why we aren't considering flipping Summer 
Break to a Spring Break and returning for 4th Quarter in the summer. It would allow for a safer 
return and mitigate cost of additional Summer School. Lengthen Spring Break until the end of 
April (enough time for many more teachers & staff to get vaccinated) students return for 9 
week (May 3 and July 2) in the summer and break again July 3- August 13. Students return for 
the new school year August 16. We may all need to stay on a District schedule due to continued 
COVID-19 concerns. 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 18:53:24 
Jenny Bailey 
316 Bennington parkway 
Durham NC 27713 
 
"Please consider allowing staff to be vaccinated before sending us in to the schools. EC staff is 
once again being asked to do more (they are 4 days/week- so no cohorts) with students that we 
may or may not be able to observe social distance with or mask. In addition, my son‚Äôs school 
does not allow in person so I will need childcare. Please consider all staff needs before making 
speedy decisions. Please take time to understand and listen to the unique needs of EC staff 
additionally. Thank you for your consideration. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 19:10:07 
Amia Murrell 
N/A 
Morrisville, NC 27560 
 
"I am writing today as an educator in the DPS system. I strongly disagree with the current 
decision to re-open elementary schools on March 15th. I do believe that re-opening could be 
postponed to the beginning of the next school year; however, I would like to propose that DPS 
re-open on April 5th at the earliest. This would give teachers time to get vaccinated with the full 
benefit of the vaccine, as well as give teachers and students time to prepare and process any 
classroom changes that will happen under the new plan. " 
 



 
 
 
2/22/2021 19:30:10 
Hannah steele  
5207 Revere Rd  
Durham, NC 27713 
 
I understand the importance of returning to school due to the social emotional aspect for 
children. However I think it is important to make sure the teachers and students are able to get 
the vaccine before returning to schools.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 19:46:11 
Erica 
Densbury 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"First, thank you for all you do. I know none of this has been easy. I don't agree with the plan as 
it stands; however, I think the most important thing to happen right now is for the board and 
schools to make it abundantly clear whether or not they prefer parents to keep their students 
home if able (this was mentioned last meeting) and to make it very, very clear what it will look 
like inside the classroom, especially for elementary students. Will learning still be done on the 
computer? Will teachers be providing lessons on zoom simultaneously? Will there be any 
distancing? Lunch? Recess? Etc.  It's very hard for anyone to make these decisions right now, 
but I think understanding what they are agreeing or not agreeing to will help. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:00:44 
Katherine Tune 
304 W Enterprise Street 
Durham,NC 27707 
 
I feel as if everyone would stay healthy and less chances of being subjected to COVID if we 
remain virtual. We had children with breathing issues and other health conditions and for them 
to be asked to keep on a mask is hazardous and unethical to them. We in they can learn from 
their homes and stay safe and the accommodations for their health issues can be met. I wish 
the best on the outcome to remain virtual for the health of our school community. 
 



 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:08:31 
Dana Reynolds 
Edgebrook cir 
27703 
 
"As a teacher and parent, safety and a clear plan is of the most important aspect of returning to 
school with a positive mindset. Please set a reasonable number of kids in our rooms that would 
allow social distancing to happen. Plan A doesn‚Äôt support this! Please let us continue Plan C if 
the governor vetoes and it doesn‚Äôt become a law. We have worked really hard to build 
relationships with our students and protect their social emotional state. Also, think about 
parents having to learn a new teachers way of doing things virtually when they have had 
systems in place doing this at home with their current teacher. In order to make this work, all 
stakeholders need to be involved in the decision making process. This will be a challenge since 
there is such a short amount of school left not to mention the insecurities teachers are facing 
for those that will not be vaccinated before  the return to school. Thank you for looking out for 
our safety thus far, but I am asking that you continue to look out for all of us for the remainder 
of the year with a clear plan and safety in mind for not only the educators but for the students 
as well. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:11:24 
Meredith Flamionq 
927 Sandlewood dr 
Durham NC 27712 
 
I am a parent of a 2nd grader and I would like to start school after spring break so that the 
teachers will have more time to be fully vaccinated and that we don‚Äôt have another lull in 
between start and spring break.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:14:13 
Mykayela Ellis 
3727 Fayetteville Rd 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Dear Ms. Umstead, Mr. Lee, Ms. Beyer, Mr. Sears, Ms. Lewis, Mr. Ravin, and Ms. Valladares, 



 
I am a DPS high school teacher and I am urging you to amend your school reopening timeline to 
allow for educators to be vaccinated and to allow for educator input that will improve the 
instructional plan. You especially need to push back the proposed return dates for Specialty 
High Schools and elementary schools.   
 
Throughout this school year I have been grateful for your leadership and your priorities, which 
is why I was stunned and disappointed by your decision to suddenly reverse-course last 
Thursday. Based on the discussion in the meeting, it appears that none of you who voted for 
this plan have adequately considered the damage you are doing to our district or to the 
learning we are all trying to achieve this semester. 
 
Of course, there is still the very real danger that staff and students will catch and spread COVID-
19, which means we could die or suffer life-long complications. We'd all like to move on to 
other things, but that still has to be number one. We can never forget to ask the question: how 
many staff and student deaths are okay? My answer is still zero. 
 
Then there is the way you are driving educators out of the district and out of the profession 
with this plan -- the staff we lose to COVID, early retirement, and resignations will not be 
replaceable. Those losses will hurt every building in our district and will negatively affect every 
single student we serve. Causing turnover and staffing shortages are the preferred tools of 
privatizers whose overarching goal is to drive families AWAY from our public schools and, 
ultimately, to end public education all together. Your plan does this, which is surprising given 
that you are supporters of public education. On the other hand, it is unsurprising given that 
privatizers in the General Assembly are the ones who have steered this decision. 
 
Your plan also needlessly divides public school families and educators -- another strategy more 
commonly used by enemies of public education.  Families and educators want the same thing. 
We want to reopen schools safely and we want this pandemic to be contained. Vaccinating 
educators helps us do both, and it is finally possible. In a few more weeks it can be done, and 
we can return to buildings enthusiastically, with so much more safety, trust, and solidarity. 
 
Finally, as currently outlined, this hybrid plan is underdeveloped and will not improve the 
instruction our students receive for the remainder of this school year.  This is the first thing 
some of my students said to me upon hearing the news! It disrupts the classes we designed for 
remote learning, it reduces the frequency of contact between teachers and students, and it 
clearly will overwhelm teachers in the middle of the semester. Educators need input if we are 
going to have a return that actually benefits students -- and we need to feel safe. 
 
We cannot rush this. Please move back the start dates. 
 
Thank you for your work and I look forward to your meeting on Thursday. 
 
Best wishes, 



Mykayela Ellis" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:28:20 
Caitlin Georgas 
619 Bon Air Avenue 
Durham 
 
"My name is Caitlin Georgas and my daughter is in kindergarten at Hillandale. I do not support 
returning to schools starting March 15. Give staff time to get vaccinated fully, and principals 
time to lead safety planning. March is too soon. As hard as this year has been, a rushed and 
unsafe return to school is not the answer.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:30:56 
Patricia Hook 
800 Falls Pointe Dr 
Durham, NC. 27713 
 
"What is the difference by opening the school 2 1/2 months earlier before we close schools for 
summer break?  Students are already on a schedule and disrupting it would make it even 
harder. Many students are scared to go back because of COVID, I can imagine the toll it would 
take on them physically and mentally being forced to go back to an environment they feel 
unsafe.  
 
I believe waiting until the next school year would allow everyone to be vaccinated, buildings to 
be up to standards, and the school environment will feel safer for both students and staff.  
 
Thank you" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:31:37 
Lisa Garland 
1609 Valley Run 
27707 
 



Please reconsider opening schools for in person learning. No one is prepared for this. Vaccine 
rollout is slow and there is no system to vaccinate staff. Virtual learning isn‚Äôt ideal but it sure 
beats having more people die. 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:40:32 
Carrie lee 
47 Leighann court N 
27583 
 
DPS employees deserve the opportunity to get vaccinated and to find appropriate childcare 
before coming back to school. There shouldn‚Äôt be a rush to start during a pandemic! 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:42:59 
Beth Rhodes 
4513 Brimmer Street 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"As a teacher in DPS, I am very disappointed with the decision that has been made to return in 
schools. I am aware of the pressures that the board and the district are under from the General 
Assembly but to make this decision before a final decision has been reached in Raleigh seems 
premature. I believe this is a huge disruption for this late in the year with minimal positive 
impact on our students. Middle school students will only receive a maximum of 11 days of in 
person instruction under this plan. I care deeply for my students and will do what is necessary 
to make this work but it is frustrating to have to focus so much time on this transition when we 
could be continue instruction and helping students finish the year in a positive way. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:46:15 
John Darnielle 
1223 Vickers Ave. 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I'm a father of two; my 6-year-old goes to Morehead Montessori. Please, please don't open up 
the schools until the teachers can be vaccinated. Yes: having the children home is a hardship, a 
severe hardship. Yes: we want our kids back in school as soon as it's safely possible. As soon as 



it's SAFELY possible. But our teachers have worked so, so hard over the past year to provide for 
our kids. They don't deserve to be sent back into a classroom full of children until vaccination 
reaches safer levels. I've lived in Durham since 2003. I am proud that my home puts its people 
first. Please protect our teachers AND our children.Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:48:57 
Amy Overman 
7301 Calibre Park Dr. Apt. 207 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"Keep students, teachers and staff safe and do not reopen schools anymore than they already 
are.  To reopen is dangerous and wrong. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 20:54:17 
Ella Omar  
5000 Stardust Drive 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
I am a DPS educator and would like the board to push back the school opening date to allow 
staff and students to be fully vaccinated. I believe DPS should care about the health and safety 
of staff and students before returning to school. I advocate for remaining in Plan C to the end of 
the school year. 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 21:01:15 
Susanna Lambert  
11 Saint Andrews Court 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"While I was disappointed in how the decision to return was made last week, this comment 
addresses my hopes for how elementary students and their learning will be approached upon 
return.  These children will be reentering a physical learning environment after a year away, 
adjusting to being in social situations again, in familiar places with unfamiliar safety protocols. 
(As for those entering for the first time‚Äîthis plea is that much more important for them.). 
Please give teachers ample space and autonomy to meet their students‚Äô socioemotional 



needs.  Release them from typical year-end testing routines and requirements.  Let them all 
reenter gently first to avoid unnecessary additional trauma.  Let them truly play, the youngest 
ones especially, and rediscover school as a joyous, welcoming place of community.  There will 
be plenty of time to assess and address learning needs.  Children are not industrial products; 
they are human beings.  They will learn all they need to in the capable hands of their 
committed, caring educators, when they are ready.  All in good time.  You can offer ESY and 
summer school once the children are back in the practice of being at school.  Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 21:11:06 
MODESTA SUERO 
4801 Danube Ln apt 1138 
Durham 
 
I'm not agree that DPS start in person classes because it only two months away to finish the 
school year it doesn't make any sense. I think is better that DPS finish this year online and 
prepare everything to start in the next summer as usual. That it going to giving time  that  the 
most teachers and students get Covid  vaccine. 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 21:20:25 
Emily Guzman 
5 Slate Ct 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
Push back opening until teachers are fully vaccinated! This is the only safe way to do this! 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 21:33:09 
Elizabeth Boone 
1700 Virginia Ave 
Durham 
 
I write to you as a terrified teacher desperate for you to push back the reopening of schools.  It 
was clear you wanted to put health and safety at the forefront for 11 months and if you could 
just wait a few more weeks maybe we as teachers wouldn‚Äôt have to worry that our job 
position be posted before our obituary (real facts from other NC counties).  How can you say 



you ultimately don‚Äôt want educators to die while unwilling to send your own children to 
school?  Why are there so many important decisions being left to schools?  Perhaps it is 
because decisions are best made at the localist of levels and you know this.  Therefore please 
continue with the local decision you previously made and don‚Äôt send us back until all 
educators and staff have the full vaccine needed to feel safe.     
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 21:41:31 
Janice McCarthy 
1017 Demerius St 
Durham 
 
"Dear Board Members, 
 
First I want to recognize that you are in an impossible position and I know that you want to do 
what is best for our students, teachers and community.  
 
My son is a high school junior and has learning differences. This past year has been very difficult 
for our family, as it has been for so many. But while online learning is sub-optimal, I do not see 
how *any* of the proposed solutions for in-person learning address the issues most parents 
have raised, or how this could possibly serve the students better than Plan C. The current plan 
for 3 cohorts means that students have far less interaction with teachers and I cannot see how  
having so many asynchronous days is better for anyone. Further - I have not seen the plan for 
students who opt for remote learning. Will they be 100% asynchronous? (This would be a 
disaster for our son, who is actually interacting with teachers *more* via zoom than he did in 
person.)  
 
If the expected veto of SB37 is upheld, I ask that you continue at least the secondary students in 
Plan C. If we must have in-person instruction, I think the least disruptive plan would be to have 
students attend zoom class in person, as was outlined by Jordan HS. I know it's not what people 
want. But what we want is back to normal - and we cannot have that (right now). DPS does not 
have the resources to carry out a workable in-person plan that is socially distanced (though I 
know you all have *tried* to do the impossible), and the result will simply be unnecessary 
disruption and chaos. With the vaccine distribution going according to plan, we can likely return 
in the Fall in a much better situation.  
 
" 
 
 
 
 



2/22/2021 21:42:42 
Emily Sparks 
3207 Oxford Dr  
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I am a parent of a PreK student and for the first time this school year, I am feeling comfortable 
with my child attending school in person. I am not comfortable opting to send her in person if it 
means that teachers who aren‚Äôt yet vaccinated (and therefore not yet comfortable teaching 
in person) will be required to return to school. As the plan currently stands, I think we would 
opt to keep our child remote since we don‚Äôt have to send her in person. I request that the 
board tie the reopening date to when all school personnel are able to be vaccinated. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 21:43:11 
Elizabeth Lewis 
4708 Reigalwood Rd 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"March 15th is too soon for reopening schools! Teachers and other staff should be given time 
to get fully vaccinated. DPS and schools need additional time to work out the logistics, and 
teachers need time to thoroughly prepare. This rushing will cost us teachers, staff, students, 
make us more likely to have COVID outbreaks! Wait until after Spring Break for all schools to 
reopen! " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 21:48:40 
Rebecca Porter 
511 Kildaire Farm Rd 
Cary 
 
"I am a staff member for DPS and would like you to consider pushing back the in-person start 
date to after spring break. This will hopefully give us enough time to get vaccinated and 
prepared. 
Thank you for your consideration." 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 21:51:59 



Jennifer Schoden 
9 Wyndham Pl 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"  Please push back the reopening date so that all the teachers and staff that want to be 
vaccinated has the opportunity to do so before we reopen DPS schools. One board member had 
estimated, at the emergency board meeting last week, that date was somewhere around end 
of April/beginning of May.   
  Also, if you do push back the reopening date, a new survey, to select in-person or remote 
learning, will need to be sent out to parents because they answered the most recent survey on 
based on a March 15 reopening date. 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
a DPS parent" 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 22:09:09 
Danny Pena 
7622 Gresham hills dr 
Raleigh 
 
"We as a community have been under a very specific routine due to virtual learning and this 
pandemic. If schools must reopen, then it should be done so in a planned and effective way. By 
rushing to get bodies into these building we will be doing a disservice to our students and by 
extension the community and those at home. Schools, teachers, students and families need the 
time to make necessary plans to be able to adjust accordingly.  We need to see an extension of 
reopening until at least April to give everyone that time. Meanwhile, teachers can also obtain 
their vaccinations and allow for the appropriate amount of time for it to become effective and 
build an immunity.  To ignore the science is to be responsible for the hundreds if not thousands 
of more deaths that will follow due to this GLOBAL PANDEMIC. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 22:10:19 
Amanda Castizo  
15 Williams Way  
Durham NC 27704 
 
"Creo que no tiene caso abrir ahora las escuelas por qu√© ya casi se termina el siclo escolar es 
volver empezar , eso no garantiza que las ni√±os les ir√° mejor ,mejor deverian apoyar de otra 
forma a los ni√±os sobre todo que es muy pronto y sin distanciamiento y sin ning√∫n plan ni 



tiempo para preparase. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 22:24:22 
Taylor White 
901 Pebblestone Dr. 
27703 
 
"It is imperative that students, faculty, and staff do not return to our school buildings until 
teachers can be fully vaccinated.  It is unconscionable that the DPS Board of Education is willing 
to endanger our school and local communities by prematurely returning students to our school 
buildings when learning has not stopped while at home. As an educator, I refuse to be seen as a 
sacrifice for the sake of some false semblance of normalcy. This decision was not one you were 
forced to make, and I beg you to reconsider. " 
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 22:25:30 
Katie Jackson 
104 Baccalaureate Blvd 
Durham NC 27713 
 
I have two elementary school kids at home. The last year has been so challenging and I would 
love for them to be back in the classroom. However I don‚Äôt feel the timing of this action is 
very thoughtful. Give the staff more time to ensure they can get vaccinations and all the details 
in order so that when staff and students are back in the classroom it will be a less chaotic and 
more positive experience for all.  
 
 
 
 
2/22/2021 22:48:52 
Melissa veasey 
2729 Ellen st  
Durham NC 27705  
 
"I‚Äôm appalled at the way the school board pushed through a vote on whether or not our 
teachers should sacrifice themselves during a pandemic without any consideration of their 
health and well-being as we as the children‚Äôs families and extended families, who do you 
think picks up kids when parents are at work....grandparents whom are generally in high risk 



groups are you even considering that children can spread the virus to others and the teachers 
haven‚Äôt even had one vaccine let alone both it‚Äôs ridiculous." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 4:24:46 
Shaun Thompson 
Durham 
Durham, NC  
 
Have you given any thought to the reality of what you are suggesting for this hybrid option? 
What are you trying to achieve? There won't be any more socializing than online when we have 
to teach on both at the same time. They can't hang out in the hallways during lunch or between 
classes. It is only going to cause chaos for the last little bit of school and probably result in worst 
results than if we simply kept going for the rest of the semester as you had voted on previously. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 4:25:14 
Anonymous  
Street in Durham 
Durham, NC 
 
"I am writing this comment at 4:00am after waking up from a nightmare about having to go 
back and teach in person in 2.5 weeks time. I cannot get back to sleep. I fail to see how forcing 
teachers back into unsafe buildings and environments is what is best for our students. The 
intent form sent by the district is not a representation of who is ready to go back, though I am 
sure that is how they will frame it. People who choose the "option" to go back are doing so 
greatly because they have no other option. This is trauma. Do you really think teachers will be 
ready to go the extra mile in the midst of a traumatic experience? I'm telling you they won't. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 4:33:31 
Anonymous Teacher 
Anonymous Street 
Durham, NC 
 
"I am a teacher that is routinely nominated as teacher of the year, serve in many leadership 
roles, and love my students. Knowing that, I am going to say something that many teachers are 



only saying behind closed doors. If you force me back into the building right now, the students 
will NOT be my priority. My safety will be. I will not be setting up a fun and welcoming 
classroom. I will not be happy. I will not be excited to see students or welcome them back. This 
is trauma. My health and safety will be my priority and I refuse to be shamed for that. When 
you ignore your teachers' concerns and push them into an unsafe corner, be ready for the 
consequences of those actions. We can only take so much. I, and many other teachers, have 
already stated we are SCARED to go back right now. The district has done absolutely nothing to 
truly address our concerns. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 6:14:22 
Adrian Tucker 
2005 WA WA AVE 
DURHAM 
 
"Spatial lens. Viewing the world or at least ones community in a way that includes all. That is 
just one of the ways to provide equitable leadership no matter the position/location.   The who, 
what, when, where, and why (from everyone's point of view) of any situation can lead to 
answers/solutions that may not be preferred by all but with consistent communication, 
restorative justice, EMPATHY, respect, and patience, a lot of the woes of our world/community 
can be settled. That, however, seems to be the road less taken by our world most times. Our 
addiction to war, competition, binary only options, drama, bullying, and ego have continuously 
made decision making and support for our community overall, very difficult. We can overcome 
a lot of our issues but we most not lose sight of the vision at hand. A vision that has way more 
thn just two eyes. We must listen, research, speak, inform, review, and repeat. All of the above 
is important, as well as, one must be open to being heard, researched, spoken to, informed, 
and reviewed.  There are many things happening around us that are setting scary precidents for 
our future. We all live in privilege. Open our eyes and hearts to understand it then govern 
ourselves more accordingly.   ‚úå�üèø‚ù§�üòä" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 7:36:43 
Christine Amihere 
2850 Courtney Creek Blvd, #327 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"All schools should start at the same time with in class instruction, leaving more time for 
teachers and staff to get vaccines if possible and to plan and communicate with families." 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 7:48:10 
Jeff Blackinton 
Duke St 
27701 
 
"I do not support returning to schools¬†starting March 15. Give staff time to get vaccinated, 
and principals time to lead safety planning. March is too soon. We are getting close to gaining 
control of this pandemic after a long, hard year. It makes zero sense to send kids back now and 
risk the health of students, teachers, and our broader community." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 7:51:29 
Kiara Thorpe  
505 Uzzle Street  
Durham, NC 27713  
 
Please allow elementary and specialty high schools adequate amount of time to prepare for 
student reentry and in-person learning. Extend this date for elementary and specialty high 
school staff to return to at least March 24th. This would give more time for staff to make 
arrangements to get vaccinated. Most vaccines available are in two doses spread over a 
month's time. All teachers should be given at least one month to safely receive a COVID vaccine 
to perform our jobs safely. Continue to respect and protect us and the students we serve. - 
Kiara Thorpe  
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 7:52:43 
Katherine Wood  
2013 Wilson St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"As an immuno-compromised parent, I face the nagging fear of transmission every day as I send 
my child to in-person school. So I can work. So he can thrive. He wears a mask. He washes his 
hands. He is 5. I watch healthy, young individuals prioritized ahead of me for vaccination 
because their collective bargaining is greater. Still, I send my child to school. Speak no more of 
the likely death of teachers. Speak, instead, of accommodations for staff who need to continue 
to work remotely. Speak no more about the fear of the past. Speak about how we serve the 



future of our community.  It is, without a doubt, critical that teachers are engaged in reopening 
strategies. However, it must be with the expectation that in-person return this year (for those 
students who need and want to return) is the end goal. There is also already a wealth of proven 
experience and guidance available. Make use of it. Speak with the schools who remained open. 
What lessons can be provided? Please follow the science. Act with courage. Seek to drive 
discourse which leads to solutions and not fear-mongering. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 8:29:02 
Kristin Cooley 
1514 Rosedale Ave 
Durham 
 
"Please either adjust the timeline of the re-opening in order to allow all staff who come in 
contact with students to have the opportunity to be fully vaccinated prior to returning, OR 
allow staff more flexibility in making decisions regarding working in-person vs remote in order 
to both keep their employment and protect their own/their family's health and their childcare 
needs. For many staff, the only options available which were described in the recent DPS staff 
survey were to come in to school every day, prove a medical exemption, or kindly click on the 
links provided to resign or retire. I am very concerned that DPS will lose a lot of great teachers 
and staff to this last option under the current school board decision. Thank you for your hard 
work and your leadership.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 8:54:51 
Raychelle Baptist 
304 Ebon Rd. 
Durham 
 
Why were specialty school teachers afforded only a week to secure a vaccination in preparation 
for in-school instruction? 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:20:03 
Josh Rubin 
311 W Delafield Avenue 



Durham 
 
"DPS data has a major, simple flaw. You will only hear from those that want school to be back in 
person because it is not in person right now. You will not hear from many people in favor of 
virtual because that is what is in place now and it is an option moving forward. So the ONLY 
valid feedback on parents desires is intention forms which demand a response no matter what 
the choice. NOT intention forms which say "no response means you will remain virtual", etc. All 
these parents contacting DPS demanding reopening are more thanlikely not the majority 
opinion, just the loudest opinion." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:20:23 
Jeffrey Kerr-Ritchie 
901 Clarendon Street 
Durham 
 
"We welcome BoE's recent decision to re-open schools. Youngsters should be publicly educated 
not zoomed-out. They should not suffer further the achievement gap guaranteed by on-line 
learning. We the parents can focus on our work obligations, and check homework daily rather 
than monitor kids' learning hourly. Finally, we relish the return of public school communities.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:22:12 
Katherine Magowan 
Dacian Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I welcome the opportunity to send my 1st and 3rd graders back into the school building this 
Spring, and I believe it can be done safely. But, teachers and staff need to be vaccinated first. 
Please offer teachers, students, and parents a timeline to do this safely. Push back the opening 
date so that teachers and staff can receive both shots of the vaccine. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:22:16 
Patricia Christie  
201 Brandermill Drive  
Durham NC 27713 



 
"AT LEAST until you have BOE meetings in person, school needs to remain virtual. Our 
teachers‚Äô and students‚Äô health is not something to be taken lightly. Let‚Äôs focus on 
getting everyone back in the buildings safely in the fall and finish out this school year with no 
interruptions. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:25:53 
Jenna Lahiff 
2809 Cascadilla ST. 
Durham 
 
Give time to get more educators vaccinated with the FULL BENEFIT of the vaccine by pushing 
back the opening date.  
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:41:46 
Sarah Cook 
Medearis Ct 
Durham, NC 
 
"As a Durham resident, voter, and parent of 2 elementary school children, I was in utter 
disbelief over the whiplash decision to re-open schools. The day after the ‚Äúfinal decision‚Äù 
was made back in January to remain closed, my husband submitted his resignation as we could 
no longer both keep our heads above water for 7 more months trying to simultaneously work 
positions requiring significant on-site time and care for our children at home. While the loss of 
income will mean tighter budgeting until he looks for work in the fall, it‚Äôs been the most 
positive decision we‚Äôve made throughout this pandemic, as we both have felt such relief. 
Would he have quit knowing there would be a knee-jerk change, absolutely not, but because 
we made this decision with much deliberation, we are deciding to stay virtual for the remainder 
of the year.  
 
With that said, as a voter, I am quite dismayed about the board decision last week. Why was re-
opening not contingent on the passage of SB37? It makes no sense to me why the board felt 
pushed into a corner when it was not even certain that the law would be signed by the 
Governor. He released a statement the day before your vote saying that it ‚Äúfalls short.‚Äù Is it 
not still sitting on his desk unsigned? Perhaps the delay is just to allow schools more time. But 
what if it is vetoed and there are not enough votes to over-ride the veto? While I have been 
working as an essential healthcare employee throughout the pandemic, I feel for the teachers 



and support staff having to return to work before becoming fully vaccinated. The timing and 
lack of governmental support is so unfortunate.  
 
Also in regards to timing, it is sad that our children, who have been traumatized enough with 
having to be isolated at home for a year, who have been working for the last 6 months with 
their teachers and classmates will now possibly have the added trauma of having to switch 
teachers for the last quarter of school? From what I gather, the in-person option will not even 
look remotely like normal school and the plan to simultaneously teach in-person and virtual 
students will fall short for BOTH groups. While some children are likely falling behind 
academically in remote learning, I cannot fathom any research exists that would suggest 
returning for such a brief period under such stress will result in appreciable academic gains.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:47:41 
Dorothy Morton 
2808 Bahama rd,  
Bahama, NC, 27503 
 
"As grandparents raising our grandson, we are not yet eligible for the vaccine. These kids have 
been out of school for a year now. What is the sudden rush to push them into school so hastily? 
Wouldn't it make more sense to put all of this energy into making sure that we are fully ready 
to open for the new school year, and give teachers and schools the vaccines, back up and 
resources that they need to safely reopen!!!" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:47:42 
Daniela Roggio 
635 CAIRN CIRCLE 
BURLINGTON 
 
"This is insanity...leave the kids alone...school is almost out, WHY are you putting them at risk.  
No one has had vaccines! last year it was all we could do to manage this thing, once a handle is 
finally gotten on it, you want to push them back in for what a month or so, because rest assure, 
if athletes are having games suspended because of exposure, you think a building full of kids, 
teachers and staff wont! lets do this right, vaccinations, and then reopen.  Sometimes I wonder 
what people are thinking I swear!" 
 
 



 
 
2/23/2021 9:54:03 
Belynda Thorne 
113 Verde Glen Drive 
Garner 
 
"In regards to returning to in-person instruction, Bill SB-37, I would like to ask that you all take 
into consideration those of us teachers who have no other means of income but do enjoy 
teaching students but have health issues, either personal or involving loved ones close and 
near. I personally, have a spouse with asthma and am taking care of my older parents who have 
underlying health conditions. I would be in awe if I were to infect any of them or myself 
because of such an easy fix. We have been teaching so strongly, keeping up with rigorous and 
differentiated instructional lessons as obliged. Lastly, I would feel much more comfortable 
completing the year online as you all had decided initially. Thank you all so much for all you 
have been fighting for us to remain remote and safe. I must say, it has been a blessing to be a 
teacher for the district of Durham during this pandemic. God Bless and thank you for your time. 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 9:56:51 
Heather L. Hindin 
1002 Lamond Ave 
Durham 
 
"My child has a preexisting condition that could exacerbate symptoms of Covid, if exposed. 
While vaccines for children are a ways off, I cannot send her into a building in which the adults 
she will work closely with are not vaccinated and as safe as possible for her to be around. Staff 
and faculty must be vaccinated before we can consider sending her back." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:00:10 
DPS Elementary Parent 
Withheld 
Durham, NC 
 
"I am disappointed in the school board‚Äôs sudden decision to return in person on March 15th. 
We could have waited a few more weeks for teachers to be vaccinated instead of suddenly 



adding them to the pool of workers who already cannot get vaccines. This decision puts the 
entire community at risk, and because there is such little time to plan for this new deadline, 
there is now chaos in trying to figure out how to teach online and in person with such limited 
resources. This plan is going to disrupt everyone, including those who have been able to make 
virtual learning work. I urge the board to reconsider the reopening date so we can better plan 
for a safer and more successful return." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:03:05 
Sarah M Murray 
W Lynch St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Hi, my name is Sarah.  I do not yet have children in DPS as our little one is expected this 
summer.  However, I come from a long line of public school teachers and principals and 
absolutely plan to be a DPS parents when my child is old enough.  I do not support the rush to 
reopen schools on March 15th.  I am concerned both from the perspective of students' learning 
and community safety.  Schools need time to plan for so many logistics around reopening, 
including comprehensive safety plans that address not just safe classrooms but buses, meals, 
and other building issues. Schools also need time to set a clear strategy for juggling remote and 
in-person students. To date, communication about how schools will maintain quality remote 
learning and add an in-person component has been minimal, with too many unknowns.  In 
addition, data on the safety of re-opening schools is inconclusive.  While people like Emily Oster 
and The Atlantic have published multiple pieces touting the low community transmission rate 
from schools, data experts such as Rebekah Jones have urged caution at how data for these 
pieces has been cherry picked and conclusions are premature.  Teachers and school staff, as 
well as the broader community deserve for this not to be rushed.  We deserve adequate time 
for all staff who are willing to be vaccinated. I urge the school board to give principals time to 
plan well and communicate those plans with parents, and give staff time to get vaccinated and 
plan for a return to the classroom.  Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:04:46 
Deborah Jenkins 
3007 Mt Sinai Rd 
Durham 
 
PLEASE DELAY!  I am 59 years old and need shots!! 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:06:13 
Shannon Parsons 
1523 birkdale circle 
Mebane 
 
"I understand that students need to be in school but why now with 9 w√©eks to go. Right now 
all parents, students, administrators and teachers are on schedule to work, be in school, have 
there baby sitting services in tact. By going back to school this late is only going to make things 
more complicated....for all. Wouldn't be great not to worry about rescheduling everything that 
you have been doing for the past year. Just my thoughts." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:07:42 
Anonymous Teacher 
Forest View Elementary 
Durham 
 
"PLEASE postpone the start date until all teachers who want a vaccine can get one. Please do 
not force us back to work when we feel unsafe. No teacher should have to choose between 
work and their health. If you truly care about teachers, this is how you can prove that.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:10:28 
Mikal Ali 
1024 Laredo lane  
Durham  
 
"Dear Board Members, I am happy you decided to open up schools however I believe you are 
defeating the purpose of opening schools, here‚Äôs why. If you are going to open up schools 
April 8th kids have already failed or passed the class and more than half of the material is 
already taught. The purpose for schools to reopen is to increase the effectiveness of learning  
and increase grades. I know for a fact everyone in my Math class are failing besides me and 
another student. The class simply is failing  because the teacher is not effective online. I 
strongly suggest reopening schools when elementary schools return back because we are just 
inneed of a good education as elementary kids are. I end with this, think back to when you were 
in high school now imagine how hard classes were while in person. Now I want you to imagine  



a student who‚Äôs teacher  could never help you outside of a 45 minute window therefore the 
only teacher you had throughout the year was YouTube that student is me.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:10:28 
Wilbert Johnson 
717 Obsidian Way  
Durham NC 27703 
 
Delay open date allow all teachers to get vaccinated.  Unfair to ask them to be around members 
outside of their immediate family without providing them every opportunity to be protected. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:12:52 
Megan Reed 
1010 Chancellors Ridge Drive 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am once again writing to ask you to immediately allow DPS parents to attend their 
children‚Äôs outdoor sporting events.    
 
Respectfully, I would say that since the conditions have ‚Äúimproved enough‚Äù for you to 
force unvaccinated teachers back into the classroom, it seems that they have improved enough 
to allow parents to sit outside, wearing masks, 6 feet apart and allow them to watch their 
children play sports.   
 
As an elementary school teacher in this district, I find it absurd that you are forcing me back 
into an unsafe working situation, yet I am not allowed to sit outside to watch my 2 high school 
students play lacrosse.    
 
This year has been full of hardships and disappointments, that just seem to keep on coming.   
This is an opportunity for you all to do something to SAFELY bring some joy and a tiny bit of 
‚Äúnormal‚Äù back for many families. 
 
Last night, the Jordan High School boys lacrosse team played a game in Durham County 
Stadium.   That stadium is HUGE, and the fact that parents were not allowed in the stadium to 
watch their kids play is horrible and quite ridiculous.    
 



I also know that football season is coming up.   It would be EXTREMELY unfair if this rule 
changes just in time for football, and leaves out all of the other sports whose parents have been 
denied the ability to watch their children all this time." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:15:31 
Heidi Hubbard 
1303 Oakland Ave 
27705 
 
"I would like to thank the school board for making the incredibly challenging and brave decision 
to open Durham Public Schools and ask them to continue this path. This decision will benefit all 
students and especially our most vulnerable students, working families, and ultimately 
strengthen DPS and benefit teachers as this will hopefully stem the flight to private schools.  
 
The situation we will be in by the time school re-opens on March 15th, with the combination of 
one vaccine dose for educators and support staff, mask wearing, and low community spread 
coupled with the robust evidence that children are very low spreaders, is such that a return to 
school poses a very low risk. When we weigh this against the risk to students and the 
community as a whole posed by not re-opening , reopening is the safer path forward.  
 
It is critically important to continue to make evidence-based decisions based on sound science 
rather than fear and spin. We need to model for our students our trust in the validity of science, 
research, and education as they navigate this challenging world that frequently tells them 
otherwise.  
 
Finally, an enormous thank you to the educators, administrators, parents, and caregivers who 
have successfully brought our students this far and all want what is best for our educational 
system and community, even if we have different visions of how to get there. Heidi Hubbard  " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:28:42 
John D d'Adesky 
1001 Scholastic Circle 
Durham 
 
"I would prefer to keep classes virtual for the remainder of the year, however, I recognize that 
for some students, the benefits of in person learning outweigh the risks for the student.  That 
being said, I do not feel exposing our teachers to the same level of risk is worth it.  The NCGA 



has a majority of morons right now who have a political agenda and not the public safety and 
wellness in mind.   
 
I feel DPS should plan to transition to in person learning but wait until the GA forces the issue.  
Every week we delay helps further flatten the curve.   Covid-19 is here forever and is now 
endemic.    
 
This rush to return to in person learning is ill advised and political.  Durham was on the correct 
path with Virtual school for the remainder of the year.  
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:29:27 
Sarah E Bledsoe, PhD, MPhil, MSW 
16 Clover Drive 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517 
 
"I urge the school board to the health and well being of students, teachers, and the community 
and to not open schools for in person learning until teachers have been vaccinated. As a 
psychiatric social worker with a background in epidemiology whose current work focuses on 
the mental health and well-being of traumatized children and families, evidence does not 
support that it is in the best interest of children, teachers, families or the community to open 
schools for in person learning until teachers are vaccinated. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:33:44 
Ashley VanNoppen  
3029 Alabama Ave  
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I would like to ask that you please reconsider your decision last week to restart schools for 
students starting March 15. I am an elementary school teacher who has a one-year-old child at 
home. For the health and safety of my own family, my students, their families, and our public at 
large, I ask that you please consider waiting until all teachers get vaccinated before you open 
under your plan A for elementary schools. " 
 
 
 



 
2/23/2021 10:37:06 
Corie Hlavaty 
Courtland Dr 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I am a middle school teacher in Durham, and I do think it's important we get kids back in 
schools. I believe it would be safer for our elementary teachers to have a few more weeks to 
plan and prepare before going back on a 4 day a week schedule. It will allow time for more 
teachers to be vaccinated, allowing them to be more mentally present in the classroom. 
 
I would also like to propose that if most middle and high school teachers are vaccinated by April 
8th, which seems to be the case, that we allow more students to come back to school. We have 
told families who 'have the means' to keep their children virtual, but I see every kid struggling, 
no matter their income or home situation. If teachers who want to be vaccinated are by the 
time we go back, we should allow all students who feel comfortable to come back for the last 
quarter, instead of guilting them into staying home." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:42:31 
Jaclyn Bowie 
602 Maplewood Ave 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Hi, my name is Jaclyn Bowie and I am an arts educator and tutor. I work in community centers 
and private homes helping students with remote learning. My students attend grades K-5 in 
DPS. My vaccination as a "frontline essential worker" is scheduled for March 13, just 2 days 
ahead of the reopening. I do not support the rush to reopen schools on March 15th and am 
concerned about how disruptive this change will be for everyone, whether they stay remote or 
attend in person. Schools need more time to plan for so many logistics around reopening, 
including comprehensive safety plans that address not just safe classrooms but buses, meals, 
and other building issues. Schools especially need more time to set a clear strategy for helping 
their teachers juggle remote and in-person students. To date, communication about how 
schools will maintain quality remote learning and add an in-person component has been 
minimal and disturbingly vague. In a difficult year, what my students and parents need most 
right now is clarity and stability, especially as we head into the last quarter of the school year. I 
urge the school board to give principals more time to plan well and communicate those plans 
with parents, and give staff adequate time to get vaccinated and plan for a return to the 
classroom." 
 
 



 
 
2/23/2021 10:46:02 
Deborah Goldstein 
2814 Montgomery St 
Durham 
 
"Hi, my name is Debbie Goldstein and my children are in grades 6 and 9 in DPS. I do not support 
the rush to reopen schools on March 15th and am very concerned about how disruptive this 
change will be for everyone, whether they stay remote or attend in person. Schools need time 
to plan for so many logistics around reopening, including comprehensive safety plans that 
address not just safe classrooms but buses, meals, and other building issues. Schools also need 
time to set a clear strategy for juggling remote and in-person students. To date, communication 
about how schools will maintain quality remote learning and add an in-person component has 
been minimal, with too many unknowns--what time will school start, will kids keep the same 
teachers, has anything been done about ventilation in the schools, what happens day-to-day 
with shifting cohorts, etc. In a difficult year, what my kids need most right now is stability, 
especially as we head into the last quarter of the school year. I urge the school board to give 
principals time to plan well and communicate those plans with parents, and give staff time to 
get vaccinated and plan for a return to the classroom. I also understand the concerns about 
students falling behind and completely support putting its resources directly into helping 
students that are falling behind, rather than adopting a one-size-fits-all approach that may end 
up taking resources away from this concern and instead leave more kids behind." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:48:34 
Jennifer DPS Teacher 
Garrett Rd 
Durham 
 
"As a DPS teacher I strongly feel that by failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail. Let us be 
better prepared. Give us time to get fully vaccinated, give our families time to inquire further 
about what the return will look like, give principals more time to logically plan. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:55:35 
Susan Sugarman Kirsch 
2019 W CLUB BLVD 
DURHAM, NC 27705 



 
"My name is Susan Sugarman Kirsch and my children are in 9th and 12th grade at Riverside. I do 
not support the rush to reopen schools on March 15th and am very concerned about how 
disruptive this change will be for everyone, whether they stay remote or attend in person. 
Schools need time to plan for so many logistics around reopening, including comprehensive 
safety plans that address not just safe classrooms but buses, meals, and other building issues. 
Schools also need time to set a clear strategy for juggling remote and in-person students. To 
date, communication about how schools will maintain quality remote learning and add an in-
person component has been minimal, with too many unknowns. In a difficult year, what my 
kids need most right now is stability, especially as we head into the last quarter of the school 
year. I urge the school board to give principals time to plan well and communicate those plans 
with parents, and give staff time to get vaccinated and plan for a return to the classroom." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:56:56 
Kerrie Powell 
226 Strolling Way 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"CDC guidelines for social distancing at 6' should be mandated, and ALL school staff should be 
fully vaccinated before opening." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 10:57:04 
Leah Josephson 
1903 West Lakewood Avenue 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I am a community member concerned about the impact of hasty reopening on DPS staff and 
the broader community. I see no reason to rush to reopen before teachers and staff are able to 
obtain a vaccine. Why is it acceptable to put their lives at risk for just a few weeks of in-school 
instruction? If even one staff member, or family member of a DPS student, gets gravely ill from 
exposure in schools, this effort will be a tragedy after months of staying safe and at home. 
Please don't listen to the vocal minority of parents who are prioritizing their own convenience 
ahead of the lives of DPS staff. Waiting a few weeks will not harm anyone, and will create a 
safer environment for everyone." 
 
 
 



 
2/23/2021 10:59:47 
Rachel Dunn 
2850 Courtney Creek Blvd #433 
Durham 
 
"I have worked as an educator in Durham Public Schools since 2006.  I love my district. I love my 
students, I love my colleagues, I love this community, and I've NEVER thought of leaving to 
teach anywhere else. With its hasty decision, made WITHOUT the input of the heart and soul of 
this school district--its TEACHERS--the School Board has shown us that they are more concerned 
about public perception than the safety of those who have dedicated their lives to the children 
of this community.  You did not ask for our input because it didn't fit your desired outcome.  
You left us out. You turned your backs on us. You did this all the while admitting that we cannot 
follow CDC guidelines to keep us safe. Some of your board members readily admitted that they 
would not send their own children back to school because it isn't safe--and yet you are willing 
to send their teachers back to a situation that you yourselves have admitted is not safe enough 
for your own families. If it's not safe enough for your families, how is it safe enough for me or 
mine?  I never, EVER want to hear again that the Board or the district "appreciates" or "values" 
its staff.  You don't--and you are willing to make us sick and possibly kill us to prove it. Shame 
on you. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:01:11 
Lakshmi Premkumar (Ms. L) 
American village 
Durham 
 
"Hi, I work in an EC self contained class. I love my work with my students. I see that we are 
being asked to come back to work even before we get our second dose of vaccine. Many of us 
do not even know when our first dose is going to be available. I need to be assured that the 
district takes measures to bring us back safely and not hastily. Nothing good has ever come out 
of haste!" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:16:12 
Brian Groves 
Winrock Place 
Durham NC 
 



"Albeit later than ideal, I am pleased to see that DPS has decided to sensibly reopen schools 
consistent with what evidence, data, and science suggest.  This is a choice that many parents, 
children, teachers, local businesses and our community as a whole need and have been 
anxiously awaiting.  This decision better aligns to the high value our community has on 
education, our teachers and the necessity of effective in-classroom instruction.  Virtual is not a 
sensible option for many children, parents, teachers, etc." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:16:43 
Rebecca L Stein 
135 Pinecrest Rd 
Durham 
 
"My son is in DPS, grade 11.  While I support a return to school, I do not support the current 
plan as it lacks two primary components: 1) adequate time for staff and teachers to be 
vaccinated and 2) adequate time to develop a robust educational plan to meet the new 
environment.  I believe both health and education are at risk in this plan." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:19:11 
Regina Long 
2044 Buffalo way 
Durham 
 
"Hi, my name is Regina Long and my children are in 1st and 12th grade in DPS. I do not support 
returning to school starting March 15. Give staff time to get vaccinated and principals a time to 
lead safety planning. Schools need to plan for SO MANY logistics. March is too soon. Please take 
all parents concern into account including those of us who want to slow down and do this 
right." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:20:35 
Maria Bajgain 
3029 Rosewood Drive 
Durham, NC 27705 
 



"I applaud your decision to reopen the schools, and I encourage you to provide whatever 
support is necessary to do it safely. There has been a push among some parents and others to 
delay the opening. Please do not amend the schedule. Our children are suffering, and they need 
to be back in school. We can do it safely, and there have been dozens of models to show us 
that. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:23:51 
Rosetta Railey 
7621 Country Knoll Rd 
Bahama, NC 27503 
 
"I believe the plan for even a partial return to the classroom at this time is irresponsible, puts 
undue burden on teachers and other school staff, and will create chaos at a time when what we 
need is common sense, logic, and an unrushed, well thought out plan for the good of our 
students and health of our entire community. My child will not return until it is safe to do so." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:29:13 
Anonymous Certified Teacher 
Local Elementary School 
Durham, NC 
 
"I challenge you to meet face-to-face for this meeting. If it is safe for us to go back to school 
with limited social distancing, it must be safe for you to meet f2f. This is your opportunity to 
lead by example! " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:44:13 
Theresa Torian 
959 Mollie Mooney Rd 
Roxboro, NC 27574 
 
"Good evening all, 
 
As a parent of a DPS student and an educator with DPS, I was shocked and saddened by the 
quick decision made during the emergency meeting last week.  I felt as if the board did not take 



into account the fact that many families (mine included) have been extremely cautious since 
March.  My children stay at home on Plan C while I teach.  I have a child at home that is not yet 
in school.  We have no childcare set up for her.  My husband and I both teach with DPS. It's 
been challenging, but the safest option at this point.  We do not go shopping (except to pick up 
needed items that are ordered through a service), out to eat, or even the park.  I haven't seen 
my own mother in over 15 months.  We have taken this virus very seriously given there is very 
little to no data with regards to testing asymptomatic children.  I am not willing to put my 
children at risk for complications from Covid-19.  Over the last few days, I have had to continue 
to teach my students knowing that I will now have to say goodbye to some, if not all of them in 
a very short time.  It will be impossible to keep students in the same classes. Your decision has 
forced DPS to provide us with very limited choices: the option to work and be exposed with no 
opportunity for a vaccine prior, take a leave of absence (draining my hard-earned sick leave), or 
resign.  This was thrown at us with no warning.  When the board was voting on the possibility of 
returning in January, we had time to prepare and knew there was a possibility of returning to 
the building.  Now, we have a few days to make a difficult decision that impacts so many.  I am 
asking that you take into account that many teachers and staff are being backed into a corner.  
We are being given very little time to prepare and this will have a devastating impact on the 
families and students with DPS.  Please reconsider your decision to force us into the building 
with no time to become vaccinated, find childcare, or a means to feed our families if you are 
going to force us to resign." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:53:54 
Katherine Kizzie 
562 Darby Glen Lane 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"Thank you for your mindfulness for most of this year, as you worked in our best interests and 
showed you cared. It's an uncomfortable position when there are no easy solutions, as elected 
officials you stepped into this position willingly. Our students, our schools, our teachers and 
staff DESERVE MORE consideration and MORE TIME. 
 
I‚Äôm upset that the decision to re-open on Mar 15 doesn't take seriously the concerns from 
DAE about the logistics and safety of school re-opening. I propose you push back the opening 
date for specialty schools and elementary until the start of 4th quarter. This decision shouldn't 
be rushed, and more planning and time will not hurt anyone. The decision to return to in 
person next month should've been made with more transparency and collaboration with input 
from ALL -- especially those of us who will be on the front lines with an in person return.  
 
Following the lead of ALL educators and seeking input from ALL members of our community will 
get us where we all want to be: with schools open, safe, and running smoothly.  The more 



educators and staff vaccinated, the better! I want to re-open safely. I also want to provide as 
smooth a transition as possible for my students, their families, and my co-workers. 
 
Like many teachers, I have my own family to take care of in addition to my children in the 
classroom. What sort of childcare have you prepared for those of us who teach elementary but 
also have middle and/or high schoolers at home? What sort of community resources are there 
that you've made contact with? Have we been considered or listened to in this decision? I never 
feel heard or seen in these decisions because no one ever discusses how we take care of our 
families in the midst of taking care of our students. We shouldn't have to choose the wellbeing 
of one over the other! 
 
Pushing back the opening date would give teachers and students time to prepare and process 
any classroom changes or staffing shifts that need to happen under the new plan. Pushing back 
the opening date would provide schools time to make and communicate CLEAR and detailed 
safety plans for each building. Allow schools the time to work out the complicated logistics of 
returning students and teachers to the buildings in a way that is COVID-SAFE. 
 
MOST IMPORTANTLY: Pushing back gives us time to get vaccinated with the FULL BENEFIT of 
the vaccine. 
 
Until you all met and made this decision, I felt safe as a public school educator in Durham. If you 
haven't noticed, there aren't lines at the door of people waiting to become teachers and fill in 
the gaps when people resign or take leave. This return in person is not manageable without 
HIGH QUALITY educators in place to do the work. We don't have enough substitutes in the pool 
in a normal year, how are you going to fill those teachers seats when there's no one left to do 
the work? Are you all willing to put yourselves in the substitute pool in order to fill in the gaps? 
 
I know you want to do the right thing for Durham, so I hope you consider readjusting the 
opening timeline to make the transition as safe as possible for all. 
 
Respectfully, 
Katherine Kizzie 
DPS Public School Teacher, DPS Parent, and Durham resident" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 11:56:41 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Durham 
 
There are many teachers not able to get two vaccines before school starts back. They do not 
feel safe coming back under plan A with out being vaccinated. The alternative of either retire or 



resign is not an option for them. Please consider postponing the start of school until 4th 
quarter. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 12:00:50 
Cynthia Thimme 
2821 Stirrup Court 
Wake Forest, NC 27587 
 
As a self-contained teacher of students with multiple disabilities will the students be required 
to wear masks all day while in school similar to general education students? What will be the 
protocol for a student that is non-compliant and repeatedly removes the mask? 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 12:11:11 
Kenneth Case-Cohen 
202 E Ellerbee Street 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"Please consider pushing back the start date of school until all teachers have had the 
opportunity to be vaccinated! As a parent, voter, and member of this community, I believe the 
health and safety of teachers should be the first priority in making this decision. We all want 
schools to re-open, but let's take the time and effort to do it safely. Thank you for you time." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 12:20:36 
Joshua Robinson  
376 Rustling Way  
Zebulon  
 
"As a educator in DPS and parent I find it hard to believe that the decision to return was solely 
on science and believe that going back into the buildings so soon would not be be beneficial to 
students and/or staff versus the costs. If science was the sole driver then one should also 
consider that the research surrounding students is still limited and not representative of every 
school system or district. 
 



From a staff standpoint I‚Äôm appalled that teacher input was not considered. Especially since 
many areas in Durham who have significant community spread have valid reasons to not return 
to buildings that are still poorly ventilated.  
 
And let‚Äôs be honest for specialty schools it really is a shock considering we return not much 
longer to go before final exams and ever worked so hard to get sound schedules that our 
students were already familiar with. 
 
If we must return then I urge you to stop using the vaccine a means to get teachers in the 
building because let‚Äôs be honest many educators still have reservations about a vaccine that 
is still NOT FDA APPROVED! 
 
Will shields be provided for every desk as studies have recommended? When will staff see 
these face covers and mask that the county will provide?  
 
In closing I ask that should you return us so soon to atleast safeguard individuals with valid 
accommodations and create a direct line of contact for educators who have concerns related to 
accommodation. I‚Äôve heard many educators with valid medical notes being given the ‚Äúrun 
around‚Äù and being treated poorly simply for requesting to continue remote. I feel the 
decision should be left to admins who are familiar with educators concerns. Each should 
considered on case by case and not driven by the need to safeguard virtual assignments as if 
they were some drug that teachers are abusing. Some educators have valid concerns and 
should not be penalized for having them. 
 
Joshua  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 12:34:13 
Andrew Crisman-Kleczek 
2315 Stroller Avenue 
27705 
 
"Dear School Board, 
At every instance we as a society have underestimated the risks and impact of COVID19. Half a 
million of our fellow Americans have passed and thousands of businesses have shut down. 
While COVID doesn't kill children, thankfully, they are often the carrier as they aren't often as 
symptomatic and well aren't as practiced at hand washing, social distancing, mask wearing or 
hygiene in general.  
Opening schools without numerous safeguards (distancing, plastic barriers, cleaning, no meals, 
etc.) and the number of students at an absolute minimum could cause our numbers to climb 
back up. Please spend some time looking over this peer reviewed article on community 



transmission and school closures. I think it makes a strong case for staying closed as long as 
legally possible (https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2769034).  I think our best 
step as a community is to push for state funding for remedial education opportunities at the 
community college and summer camps for the next several years. 
Thank you for your time." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 12:40:03 
Jeff King 
107 W Lavender Ave 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"I oppose the school board plan to reopen.  The push for a March 15th reopening date appears 
to be arbitrary and/or political in nature as opposed to a deliberate, science based approach.  
Our teachers, support staff, students, and families deserve better than this plan will offer.  
 
I believe the following are key milestones which should be met prior to reopening:  
 
1. All staff and teachers should be vaccinated. 
2. A clear and detailed plan of the school day must be published including a description of how 
issues like social distancing, snacks/meals, discipline, HVAC systems, etc.. will be addressed.  
3. There should be a detailed and transparent process available for reporting safety issues and a 
description of how these issues will be addressed and who has ownership of the resolution.   
 
I understand that this is a complicated issue and emotionally charged issue.  I just don't believe 
the best solution is a move to plan 'A' with so much to lose and so little time to plan to  ensure 
that the safety of our teachers, staff, and families." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 12:46:34 
zaktaylor77@yahoo.com 
2404 Vestavia Dr.  
Durham, NC 27704 
 
I am a parent and a teacher. As a teacher I feel  that  the decision to returned to the class is 
being  forced because of politics.  I do feel that we should change the date to later date to have 
more time to plan safety for return of students and give teachers time to be fully vaccinated 
before returning to the classroom.  As a parent I am concerned about that fact this late in the 
year the return to the classroom could effect my daughter being able to have the same teacher 



for the rest of the school year.  I also feel the return to the classroom the teachers will be 
focusing on polices and procedure to keep the children safe that it is going be harder to focus 
on  educating the children.   
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 12:49:12 
Kevin Thompson 
2404 Vestavia Dr.   
Durham, NC 27704 
 
I believe that teacher's should not return to the classroom until they have been vaccinated.   As 
a parent I am concerned about that fact this late in the year the return to the classroom could 
effect my daughter being able to have the same teacher for the rest of the school year.  I also 
feel the return to the classroom the teachers will be focusing on polices and procedure to keep 
the children safe that it is going be harder to focus on  educating the children.   
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:10:47 
Maggie Radack 
130 Forest Oaks Dr, 27705 
Durham 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a teacher at Northern HS.  SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats may well 
sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively surrendered to 
the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers back into school 
buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should have the 
opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means pushing the 
reopening date back, especially for specialty high school and elementary schools.  Risking the 
lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of your responsibility to Durham.  Again, 
please do not open school buildings to in-person learning until we can reduce risk and save lives 
through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 
Sincerely, 
Maggie Radack" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:11:01 



Lauren Fine 
1707 Ruffin St.  
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"My name is Lauren Fine and I am a Durham resident. I am not a parent or a teacher, yet I have 
listened to my friends who are parents and teachers and understand that the last thing our 
community needs is a rush to bring schools back in person. I know this has been an 
unimaginably difficult time for parents, teachers, and students but pushing our students back to 
school for the final months of the school year doesn't make sense to me. Especially now, when 
we are so close to more of our community being vaccinated, it doesn't make sense to rush this 
process and create more health risk. As an immunocompromised person, I have relied heavily 
on the safety precautions and actions of my community in order to stay safe during this 
pandemic. While I know virtual learning can be incredibly difficult, I was comforted knowing 
that our teachers weren't forced to risk their own health and that children wouldn't bring the 
virus home to their parents. We should be taking into careful consideration the thoughts and 
opinions of our parents and teachers before making such a consequential decision. At the very 
least, we need to give teachers time to get vaccinated before returning to the classroom. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:16:55 
Catherine Kastleman 
321 Monmouth Ave. 
Durham 
 
"As a friend to many teachers in DPS and to parents of DPS children, and as a concerned citizen 
of Durham, I do not support the rush to reopen schools on March 15th. It is my understanding 
that many teachers and families did not feel consulted in the process of making this major 
decision. Without enough buy-in and proper planning for a decision so large that affects the 
health and safety of so many, it is unlikely to succeed, and may have negative health 
consequences for our community. As a public health professional, it seems foolhardy to reopen 
if there are currently options for the district stay remote and in-person learning is not currently 
required by state law. Particularly since the reopening is set for just a few short weeks from 
now in March, and our nation's public health leaders predict that the mutations of COVID-19 
will be the dominant strains in the US in the month of March. We still have yet to understand 
whether the mutations will lead to another dangerous surge in cases. The change will be 
disruptive for everyone, whether they stay remote or attend in person. Schools need more time 
to plan for so many logistics around reopening, including comprehensive safety plans that 
address not just safe classrooms but buses, mealtimes, play spaces, and even community 
standards for out-of-school time (for example, Duke University has a pledge that all students 
and members of the Duke community must read and sign to adhere to, showing their 
commitment to help keep COVID cases and spread low). Not to mention that schools need time 
to set a clear strategy for juggling remote and in-person students. This work will likely fall to 



teachers to "figure out" individually, when they are already over taxed, stressed to the limit, 
and doing everything in their power in a system that was already designed for burnout. I urge 
the school board to give principals and teachers time to plan well and communicate those plans 
with parents, and give staff time to get vaccinated and plan for a return to the classroom." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:18:11 
Jennifer Franklin 
1012 Green St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Isn't it putting the cart before the horse to have our children return to school BEFORE all 
teachers and staff have been fully vaccinated and at the very least schools have been given the 
resources and support to implement all five of the CDC safety recommendations for schools? 
Why was a date chosen to return to school before these measures are put in place? Finally, why 
are parents being asked/expected to make a decision whether or not to send our children back 
to school WITHOUT being given any information about the safety measures/changes being put 
in place to ensure our children's/family's and all school personnel safety? Why hasn't more 
been done over the past year to implement safety measures--like updating ventilation systems, 
purchasing air sanitizing systems, or creating outdoor snack/lunch/learning areas--to prepare 
for the eventual return of our students? We all want and need our children to get back into 
their classrooms, but not at the risk of infection or severe illness (or death)." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:19:11 
Jazma Dickerson  
1319 Fay St. 
Durham 
 
"All DPS staff should have the opportunity to be fully vaccinated before returning, even if it 
means pushing the reopening date back. As I've heard back from parents, many have stated 
that they have asked for medical advice for their children. I want to make it aware that teachers 
are not vaccinated and are being asked to return back to work, some with severe medical 
conditions. As ideal as it may seem to say, "stay in your room for no foot traffic," teachers will 
have to cross paths with other teachers at some point: to the bathroom, to the printer, to the 
office for mail, etc. I feel as if decisions have fallen into the hands of the parents to think for 
their kids only without an awareness of whether teachers and school staff are vaccinated and 
prepared for in-person teaching. Once again all DPS staff should have the opportunity to be 
fully vaccinated before returning, even if it means pushing the reopening date back so that 



teachers can feel a little more confident upon returning. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:27:35 
Zakiyyah Omar 
117 Tom Wilkinson Road (NHS) 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a counselor at Northern HS.  SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats may 
well sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively 
surrendered to the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers 
back into school buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should 
have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means 
pushing the reopening date back, especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and 
EC teachers and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of 
your responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning 
until we can reduce risk and save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 
Sincerely, 
Zakiyyah E. Omar" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:28:07 
Kimberly moon 
3704 meriwether drive apt n 
27704 
 
I think you should look at the availability of nurses in schools. For example I know my daughters 
school has a nurse once a week. There has to be a way we‚Äôre there are more nurses and have 
them there more then once a day. Then teachers doing there job. Covid or pre covid this has to 
change . Many times nurses can determine and check temperatures and see if the students 
have a fever then make a call and just send them home. Overall more coverage has to be made. 
Thank you  
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:32:10 
Marie Louesy  



215 William Penn Plaza 
Durham,NC 
 
"Hello,  As  a parent of DPS I have always been concerned about the lack of medical availability  
in our school buildings.  As we navigate the new norm of a pandemic and we are preparing our 
students to return to the school buildings with a part time nurse.  I am asking DPS to consult 
with the Dept. of Health and have a school nurse in all the buildings.  We are in a pandemic.  I 
am not sure why we would compromise the safety of everyone by not having a school nurse in 
each building. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:33:19 
Heather Nottingham 
5001 Centerway Drive  
Durham 
 
"Please do not reopen the schools for in-person this year. It is both incredibly dangerous and 
incredibly disruptive, and is too late in the school year to see any real benefit. It is not worth it. 
 
Please keep everyone remote for the rest of this school year and actually *do the work* to get 
schools ready to open in August.  
 
*Schools SHOULD NOT REOPEN until 2 weeks after all teachers and staff have been fully 
vaccinated, in order to best protect teachers/staff, students, DPS families, and Durham 
residents.  
 
*Schools SHOULD NOT REOPEN this spring because students, regardless of their choice, will 
have to switch teachers and lose the precious communities that have been built over several 
months of work. Teachers will be expected to teach kids in-person and remotely at the same 
time, which will be a failure for all. Instructional losses are going to be huge. And all for just 10 
in-person days for middle and high schoolers.  
 
*Schools SHOULD NOT REOPEN this spring because while elementary students will have more 
contact days in-person, the classroom environments will be risky for all, with no social 
distancing (even though the CDC still recommends it), many classrooms still lacking proper 
ventilation, and shortages of nurses and custodians. 
 
Please keep everyone remote for the remainder of this school year. 
 
Thank you." 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:34:43 
Ashley Byrd 
5821 Wilma Dr 
Durham 
 
"My name is Ashley Byrd, and my children are 1st and 3rd graders in DPS.  I DO NOT SUPPORT 
RETURNING TO SCHOOL STARTING MARCH 15. Give staff time to get fully vaccinated. Teachers 
need more time. March is too soon. Please take all parent concerns into account, including 
those of us who want to slow down and do this right. The time and energy that will go into this 
rushed mess would be better spent planning for the upcoming school year. In our household 
we stand behind our teachers and we want them to feel safe and ready for their return to the 
classroom. Our students also deserve a more carefully orchestrated return after such a trying 
year. We ALL want our kids back in school, but let's please do it with care!! Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:35:37 
Yael Symes 
4327 Highgate Dr. 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"As a DPS parent and a spouse to a DPS teacher, I ask that the board please delay in-person 
school reopening until teachers have been able to be fully vaccinated. I don't believe it's safe 
for schools to open until community spread is lower and it's frustrating that teachers don't have 
a choice about going back in person. We are keeping our kindergartner virtual this year and we 
would really like our child to stay with her current teacher because she is thriving. It would be 
very disruptive for her to change her teacher so far into the school year. Thanks for listening. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:40:15 
Brittany Del Rosario 
3319 Woodland Park 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a teacher at Northern HS.  SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats may very 
well sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively 



surrendered to the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers 
back into school buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should 
have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means 
pushing the reopening date back, especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and 
EC teachers and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of 
your responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning 
until we can reduce risk and save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 
Sincerely, 
Brittany Del Rosario" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:40:54 
Adrian salvador zurita 
1904 House.  AVE.  APT A  
Durham NC 27707 
 
"Quiero mis hijos regresa su escuela 
 
 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:52:29 
Neshama Littman 
2501 Chapel Hill Rd Apt B 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Hi, my name is Neshama Littman and my child is in first grade in DPS. I do not support the rush 
to reopen schools on March 15th and am very concerned about how disruptive this change will 
be for everyone, whether they stay remote or attend in person. Schools need time to plan for 
so many logistics around reopening, including comprehensive safety plans that address not just 
safe classrooms but buses, meals, and other building issues. Schools also need time to set a 
clear strategy for juggling remote and in-person students. To date, communication about how 
schools will maintain quality remote learning and add an in-person component has been 
minimal, with too many unknowns. In a difficult year, what my kids need most right now is 
stability, especially as we head into the last quarter of the school year. I urge the school board 
to give principals time to plan well and communicate those plans with parents, and give staff 



time to get vaccinated and plan for a return to the classroom." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:56:24 
Patrick Walker 
4207 Brenmar Ln 
Durham, NC  27713 
 
"As an experienced educator who is relatively new to DPS, I would like to encourage all 
Leadership Team(s) to consider a conscientious and careful plan to vaccinate all employees 
BEFORE they are asked to return to their regular assignments in Plan A (be they support staff, 
teacher's aides, administrators, Cafeteria workers, teachers etc.). Please, this is the sensible, 
safe, and ethical thing to do." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 13:57:17 
Alton Wall 
409 Dunnegan Road 
Hillsborough, NC 27278  
 
As a former parent and current grandparent of DPS students I am highly upset with the decision 
to send students and teachers back to school.   I feel teacher should be vaccinated. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:05:38 
Ursula Lobacz 
2001 Harrier Ct 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"After having announced that we would be remote learning for the remainder of the year, I 
don't understand why DPS would preemptively plan for in person learning this year when the 
bill has not yet passed. The teachers deserve to have time to get vaccinated before returning to 
aging buildings with inadequate ventilation systems. Additionally, schools need to have time to 
prepare for cleaning protocols. The speed at which the return to in person learning is being 
pushed is not providing adequate time for these necessary activities." 
 
 



 
 
2/23/2021 14:10:46 
Audra Goodman 
3775 Guess Road Unit  18 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I am an employee of DPS.  I am concerned with returning to work prior to all employees being 
vaccinated.  I am also concerned with the start date being before the nine weeks ends and 
before spring break.  I am fearful of where and what families may do over spring break. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:15:30 
Rev. Dr. Anne Marie Nuechterlein 
407 Tynemouth Drive 
Cary NC 27513 
 
"I‚Äôve been impressed with Durham Public School Board over the years and particularly this 
past year with your stellar response to the myriad of issues related to reopening schools during 
the pandemic. You have listened to the needs and concerns of parents and teachers and have 
provided for the significant needs of the students, families, teachers and staff during this 
pandemic.   
 
You have been put in a difficult position by our state government and I appreciate your 
proactive approach to dealing with the possibility of being required to reopen our schools.  I 
am, however, not supportive of reopening schools on March 15th and would like to urge you to 
consider options to continue being remote that would also be complaint with the state law.   
 
My concerns:  1) Even if teachers and staff receive the first dose of the vaccine by March 15th, 
they aren‚Äôt protected from COVID-19 until after receiving their second dose 3 to 4 weeks 
following the first dose.  One teacher with COVID-19 can infect dozens of other staff and 
students, and the long-term effects of having COVID-19 are unknown; 2) Scientists are 
predicting that the variants and mutations of COVID-19 will become a major issue during the 
month of March and that vaccinations may not be effective against the variants.  And, at least 
one of the variants is 70% more contagious than the COVID strain currently impacting the US 
and the COVID variant could easily spread through entire schools and cause the schools to 
close, creating additional chaos and instability for the students, families, teachers and staff;  3) 
With Wednesdays being a designated remote day in the elementary schools, working parents 
whose children use the learning centers will now be unable to work on Wednesdays or their 
children will be home alone without appropriate supervision; 4) More planning time is needed 
for schools to be able to operate safely not only in the classroom, but also during mealtimes, 
recess, transportation to and from schools on buses, etc; 5) More planning time is also needed 



for schools, principals and teachers to effectively plan and set up strategies for how teachers 
can provide quality teaching to both their remote and in-person students. 
 
I appreciate your consideration of these issues and of delaying the reopening of the school 
system until more teachers and staff can be fully vaccinated, until more information is known 
about the COVID-19 variants and the effectiveness of the vaccines with these variants and until 
principals, teachers, staff and families can have the time needed to effectively plan, strategize 
and set up best practices for the safe reopening of our schools.  Thank you!" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:15:44 
Eileen Reynolds 
2022 Pershing St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I am a parent of an 8th grade student who has been in remote learning since last March 2020.  
We are more fortunate than many families in the District in that we have resources for internet 
access, do not experience economic hardship, and have a parent who can work from home to 
help with online school.  Regardless of this, I have watched my daughter, who is normally an 
excellent student, struggle with school not due to lack of ability but because of the challenges 
of 100% online learning.   I desperately want her to go back to school as soon as possible. 
However, I elected to have to remain in remote school for the remainder of the school year 
because her school has requested that those who can remain remote do so to help in 
maintaining physical distancing with those who return.  I'm also concerned that schools are not 
being given adequate resources to return to school safely.   My biggest concern is that her 
learning will be further disrupted by this abrupt change in the plan.   She's been able to adapt to 
the current system and I'm worried that more challenges for her and her teachers is going to 
make things more difficult than they are rather than helping in any way.  I'm worried about the 
additional pressure on teachers given the abysmal support provided to them by our state 
legislature.   " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:25:52 
Nicole Woodley 
4119 Lady Slipper Ln 
27704 
 
"My son is in 1st grade with an IEP.  He has adapted well with remote learning and has proven 
to achieve academically . His teacher from K was able to loop with her class which made a 



HUGE difference.  Now I‚Äôm stuck with making a decision for the end of this school year that 
could hinder his growth.  I believe that parents of the students in K-5  should have the choice of 
either continuous remote learning with the TEACHER they are familiar with and come back in 
classroom ESPECIALLY WITH AN IEP that once included social and emotional. I don‚Äôt think the 
option of loosing the teacher that the children have learned from this far is a positive move.  It 
could cause more stress on the children and parents ultimately leading to negative outcomes.  
At this point , I feel that the option of in person or loose the teacher who has stable throughout 
this mess should NOT BE THE ONLY OPTION.  Make it make sense,  why return for these last 
under 3 months (we do have a spring break) What  would be beneficial is to allow the teacher 
to remote teach and if so be it, have the few students that return , return.  If children can be 
carriers, WHY put your staff at risk?  I have heard so many children comment on what they do 
outside of school.  You would think that covid did not exist by the stories I hear.  WHY NOT PUT 
ALL THIS EFFORT INTO OPENING THE 21-22 SCHOOL SAFELY  FOR STAFF AND STUDENTS ????" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:27:16 
Scott Capouch 
1303 OAKLAND AVE 
Durham 
 
"I would like to thank the school board for making the incredibly challenging and brave decision 
to open Durham Public Schools and ask them to continue this path. This decision will benefit all 
students and especially our most vulnerable students, working families, and ultimately 
strengthen DPS and benefit teachers as this will hopefully stem the flight to private schools.  
 
The situation we will be in by the time school re-opens on March 15th, with the combination of 
one vaccine dose for educators and support staff, mask wearing, and low community spread 
coupled with the robust evidence that children are very low spreaders, is such that a return to 
school poses a very low risk. When we weigh this against the risk of not re-opening to students 
and the community as a whole, reopening is a safer path forward.  
 
It is critically important to continue to make evidence-based decisions based on sound science 
rather than fear and spin. We need to model for our students our trust in the validity of science, 
research, and education as they navigate this challenging world that frequently tells them 
otherwise.  
 
Finally, an enormous thank you to the educators, administrators, parents, and caregivers who 
have successfully brought our students this far and all want what is best for our educational 
system and community, even if we have different visions of how to get there.  
" 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:42:43 
Elizabeth Ryan 
2051 Northern Durham Pkwy 
Durham 27703 
 
"First, I would like to say a HUGE "Thank you," to Ms. Beyer and Mr. Sears. Thank you for 
speaking out for the safety of our students and staff. This board has repeatedly had to make 
impossible decisions in the past year. Yes, it is inevitable that whatever decision is made, 
people will be left upset. Last week's decision, however, was unnecessary. Ms. Beyer and Mr. 
Sears repeatedly pleaded with their fellow board members to hold off, wait to see how the bill 
would progress, but unfortunately, the remaining members of the board threw caution to the 
wind. Teachers are absolutely devastated. You are standing in front of us as representatives. 
You are our leaders, our captains, our guides, and 5 of you agreeded to just send us onto the 
battlefield without any armor. We have all watched the news, we all know how difficult it is to 
get a vaccine right now, and we are all fully aware that the likelihood of every educator being 
fully vaccinated by March 15 is minimal. The tone taken on by many teachers right now is one 
of desperation. We are once again trying to scramble to figure out how we can upheave 
everything for the last few months of school. Only on top of that, we now also have to spend 
any and all of our free time trying to hunt down a shot, so we can at least get the first dose 
prior to returning to school. How can the board truly believe this is the best decision for our 
district?" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:52:35 
Liane Sterling 
Woodcroft 
27713 
 
"I am in support of reopening. I think it‚Äôs great that there is the option for people who can 
keep their kids at home to stay home, but going back is an absolute necessity for some families 
including my own. I did read a comment saying that most families in support of reopening were 
white, so here is a vote supporting reopening from a mixed race family! " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:53:20 
Jeff Blackinton 



Duke St 
27701 
 
"I do not support returning to schools¬†starting March 15. Give staff time to get vaccinated, 
and principals time to lead safety planning. March is too soon. We are getting close to gaining 
control of this pandemic after a long, hard year. It makes zero sense to send kids back now and 
risk the health of students, teachers, and our broader community." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 14:55:31 
Hannah Guggemos 
114 East Maynard Ave 
Durham 
 
"All teachers should be given the opportunity to receive both vaccines as well as be given the 
time necessary to develop immunity before they have to go back to the classroom.  Teachers 
are having to go to different counties in order to get a vaccine because Durham and Duke have 
not contacted us for an appointment. Many of us want to go back to the classroom, but we 
want to go back safely. I am also concerned with the lack of guidelines for elementary students 
on the playground. No masks are required and no social distancing required. What's the point 
of masking and social distancing inside, if those same guidelines are not enforced on the 
playground?" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 15:04:03 
Catina Jones 
105 Slateworth Drive 
Durham, NC  27703 
 
Please take in consideration the staff who have young children and are on the waiting list for 
child care.  I was prepared to return in August but reopening sooner is making me choose 
between having no one to watch my child & not returning to work.  Also by reopening sooner I 
may not have received both vaccinations.  I currently fall under level 6 so there is a big chance I 
will not been vaccinated by the time students return.   
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 15:18:09 



Elaina Bradley 
Layden St.  
Raleigh NC 27603 
 
"I want to begin by saying that I understand that the decision to go back to school in person is a 
difficult one for all involved. That being said, the decision should be made with input from all 
stakeholders. Members of this school board have stated that all principals and district leaders 
were involved in THIS plan and this is patently false. In every meeting I have sat in at the school 
and district level the only information anyone can provide is ‚Äúwe don‚Äôt know the answer to 
that yet.‚Äù District leaders and administrators have did outright that they had no involvement 
and were never consulted on this plan. We need to have answers BEFORE this plan is 
implemented. Staff members found out the proposed plan for return after parents, and that is 
beyond disrespectful to us as professionals. Additionally, with the timeline developed, not a 
single staff member in elementary and specialty high schools will have the opportunity to be 
fully vaccinated before returning in person, even if they are able to get their first shot the first 
week we are eligible." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 15:18:20 
Calecia Fleming  
512 Hobkirks Place  
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"School nurses are vital to have in the school system in case of emergencies.  Children are very 
active and tend to get into things. It is necessary to make sure there are nurses around to tend 
to the child that suffer allergic reactions, injuries,  or routine medication maintenance.  I grew 
up with a school nurse present in my schools. Please, invest in more school nurses. At least 
enough to cover half days at every school. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 15:28:10 
Meriel Shire 
1316 Martin Luther King Junior Parkway 
Durham 
 
"Hello, my name is Meriel Shire and I have grave concerns about the abrupt decision to resume 
in person learning before our teachers can receive vaccines.  Reopening schools for in person 
learning should be a carefully planned process, with time and thought for essential safety 
planning that addresses safe classrooms, meals, hallway interactions, transportation, etc.  We 



can all agree that we want our children to resume their learning in person, and that they need 
to do so, but we surely don't want to rush into this before teachers can receive their vaccines 
and a plan for adequate PPE and cleaning can be established.  We have waited this long and 
been under the assumption there wouldn't be a return to in person learning this year, and to 
now abruptly change tactics feels alarming and rushed.  Please give teachers and all school staff 
time to get vaccinated before mandating a return to in person learning. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 15:39:18 
Lindsay Johnson 
Southpoint Crossing Dr.  
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"As a DPS teacher I want to encourage the school board to postpone their reopening date to 
allow for ALL DPS workers who want to be fully vaccinated to be able to do so, PRIOR to 
returning to work in-person with students. Public School workers have been hard at work since 
March 2020 pulling together the pieces to make the impossible happen just like we do every 
single time. When schools are under-funded, and lacking necessities public school workers 
make the impossible, possible. We are willing to make the impossible, possible yet again--we 
just want to do so safely! We care about each student and their families and we have the right 
to be concerned about our own families without being put down for it. I am pleading for the 
board to postpone the reopening date to allow for workers to be fully vaccinated. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 15:44:22 
Katherine Metcalf  
100 Village Circle Way  
Durham, North Carolina  
 
"Hello School Board members,  
I am an English Teacher at Northern HS. SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats 
may well sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively 
surrendered to the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers 
back into school buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should 
have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means 
pushing the reopening date back, especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and 
EC teachers and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of 
your responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning 
until we can reduce risk and save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 



Sincerely, 
Katherine Metcalf " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 16:39:44 
Freya Hardy-Lynch 
806 Turmeric Lane 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
I would like to see schools reopen but I feel the decision to open schools on March 15th is 
rushed and I do not feel that the decision was made to include the concerns of parents and 
teachers.  Appropriate guidelines. have not been discussed with parents.  
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 17:01:49 
Bob Schmitz 
824 East Forest Hills Blvd 
Durham NC 27707 
 
"I understand the plan is to open schools for students to go 2 days a week every other week 
starting March 15. This leaves 12 weeks of school and thus 12 days of in person instruction per 
student. Is the extra benefit of 12 days of in person instruction over online instruction worth 
the risk to put teachers in classrooms with students who may test positive for COVID and thus 
put other children and teachers at risk. What will the legal and moral consequences be if a 
teacher or student gets sick and gets permanent damage or dies? How are you going to keep 
social distance in hallways and classrooms?  Are teachers going to wear masks while 
instructing?  They should according to the CDC. I certainly would not want my child sitting in a 
room with a person talking for 45 minutes without a mask.  Is masked in person instruction 
better than unmasked online instruction?  I doubt it. Certainly for ESL and foreign language 
classes it would be worse. Tell me how a teacher is going to handle discipline problems safely? 
And what about the things you can‚Äôt predict that will inevitably go wrong. How bad will those 
be? The reward / risk balance does not pass my sniff test.  
 
We are in a bad place with this pandemic. I believe we should focus on wearing masks, getting 
vaccines, social distancing and washing hands etc. The sooner we get control of this pandemic 
the better and opening schools seems to have very little benefit to the students and increase 
risk to everyone. " 
 
 



 
 
2/23/2021 17:03:46 
Pam Amerson 
3775 Guess Road 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"How are you going to ensure the safety of the staff?  There is no guarantee that families are 
practicing social distancing and being safe when they are at home.  Our teachers need to be 
vaccinated before returning to school.  They should be protected.  And if they are protected, 
the students will be as well.  Reconsider the date to return to school.  It is too soon!" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 17:10:00 
Charlene Reiss 
1307 N Mangum St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"As the parent of two DPS students, I am concerned and disappointed that the Board of 
Education made a decision to open schools before hearing the final word from the State. 
Putting more adults, most unvaccinated, into buildings together will increase the risk of COVID 
transmission for our entire community. It also disrupts the learning for all children, including 
those who are choosing to remain virtual. The additional stress put on teachers, who are 
already woefully under-compensated and under-appreciated, is monumental. None of these 
things will contribute to more learning. If the state mandates that schools reopen this year, I 
hope the BOE will delay as long as possible so that as many teachers as possible can get both 
doses of the vaccine. And I hope every spare penny will go to paying teachers and staff more. 
They deserve more. Our children deserve more. Our community deserves more." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 17:17:19 
Lisa Edwards  
1207 Whispering Oak Lane  
Durham, NC 27704 
 
I feel we should stay virtual for the remainder of the school year.  
 
 
 



 
2/23/2021 17:17:54 
Caroline Warren  
823 W 7th St  
Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
 
"Dear Durham Board of Education, I am a parent and a math teacher at Northern HS. Please 
allow all teachers and staff the time to get vaccinated. We have only just now become eligible. 
As a teacher, it is absolutely necessary so that I can protect myself and my family. As a parent, I 
will not be sending my own child back until her teachers have had the opportunity to do so. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 17:28:17 
Julie Amber 
Geer St 
Durham NC 
 
"There will be approximately 53 days left in the school year on 3/15 ... we are almost done why 
change up routines, class rosters, etc. Teachers are doing their jobs. At this point I wonder if we 
are going back just for testing and babysitting purposes. Its a sad day in DPS. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 17:31:23 
Ann Weatherford  
Carpenter Fletcher  
Durham 
 
"Whats sad about education, is the people who make the decisions aren't the ones who have to 
implement the plan and carry it out.. will any of y'all be in a classroom on 3/15??? Only for it to 
be a revolving door of closing classrooms and quarantining.. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 17:35:01 
Trica Satlers 
Broomstraw Street 
Durham 
 



Thank you Matt and Natalie for making  sound decisions. The others have created a hot mess 
and I wish they truly knew the true scope of what teachers will be facing in the coming weeks.  
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 17:59:33 
Vicky Muniz 
300 W. Woodcroft Parkway #33A 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Hi, my name is Vicky Muniz and my grandchildren are in grades 5th  and  8th DPS. I do not 
support the rush to reopen schools on March 15th and am very concerned about how 
disruptive this change will be for everyone, whether they stay remote or attend in person. 
Schools need time to plan for so many logistics around reopening, including comprehensive 
safety plans that address not just safe classrooms but buses, meals, and other building issues. 
Schools also need time to set a clear strategy for juggling remote and in-person students. To 
date, communication about how schools will maintain quality remote learning and add an in-
person component has been minimal, with too many unknowns. In a difficult year, what my 
kids need most right now is stability, especially as we head into the last quarter of the school 
year. I urge the school board to give principals time to plan well and communicate those plans 
with parents, and give staff time to get vaccinated and plan for a return to the classroom." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 18:05:30 
Theresa Jones 
400 N Duke St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"As a DPS teacher, I am astounded and disheartened by the lack of transparency displayed at 
last week‚Äôs board meeting. 5 members of the board voted for a reopening plan that had little 
teacher input in a meeting with no public comments. The board decided that a bill that has yet 
to become law and will possibly be blocked by a sustained veto meant their hands were tied 
and rushed into a decision that should have involved the entire community. 
 
As a step towards transparency tonight, please clarify how this return will affect families who 
choose to remain virtual. If the district is encouraging this choice, as I believe we should, we 
must create and communicate a robust plan to make them feel confident in their choice." 
 
 
 



 
2/23/2021 18:23:55 
alayah mcghee 
you probably already know  
nope 
 
um im not going back to inside school lol not finna get contaminated by them germy kids. yall 
tried it ima move to hawaii or sum before i even think about going back. toodles. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 18:42:31 
J. Louise Newton  
2408 Farthing St. 
Dirham, NC 27704 
 
"Dear BOE, please consider altering the re-opening plan for in person learning until there has 
been verified vaccination for teachers, administrative, and support staff that has peaked in 
immunity. Durham loves our school system and we wish that as many people can return to 
work and school as possible, but only in a way that is the safest for everyone involved. Thank 
you for consideration. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 18:47:59 
Melissa Rooney 
1120 Iredell St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"The simple question is this: After doing remote learning for nearly 12 months, why are we 
forcing teachers and staff back into classrooms mere weeks ahead of ensuring they are 
administered the vaccination we‚Äôve all been waiting for? If we truly cared about them, we 
would not force our teachers and school staff to return to in-person school until they receive 
full vaccine dosages; we would not force them to choose between their family‚Äôs health and 
their job security.  
 
Rather than accommodating the state‚Äôs 15-day mandate by voting (5-2) to return to in-
person learning starting mid March (4 days a week for elementary students and 4 days/3 weeks 
for middle- and high-school students), I would rather have seen Durham‚Äôs Board of 
Education (BOE) table that vote and, alongside the Durham Association of Educators (DAE), 
lobby against any return to in-person learning until all teachers and staff are fully vaccinated. If 



the state‚Äôs mandate, as written, becomes law (which appears likely), I‚Äôd like to see the 
BOE and the DAE take the matter to the courts. 
 
In the interim, rather than relying on unpaid community volunteers (who have no vaccination 
priority) to administer and enforce Covid precautions (and provide other long underfunded 
needs), the Durham Board of Education should determine the cost of these services in human 
and financial terms and, in partnership with the Durham Association of Educators, demand 
these additional salaries from the state and/or federal governments accordingly. This would use 
Covid dollars directly toward Covid prevention *as well as* local job creation. The irony (and 
impracticality) is that those who are in the privileged positions to volunteer in DPS‚Äôs 
‚ÄòVolunteer Medical Corps‚Äô have been asked by DPS to keep their children in virtual 
learning, if possible, to reduce the in-person burden on our school system. Why would any 
parent volunteer to put themselves in the same germosphere that their children are learning 
virtually to avoid?   
 
In addition, replacing an HVAC does not replace an old, ill maintained, quite possibly 
inadequate ventilation system. Will every teacher have a room with easily opened windows? I 
would not return to an indoor work space (or hotel room) without this. 
 
I wish everyone would look at the *root* problem here and show our teachers the respect and 
support they deserve. DPS had and has ‚Äúlearning centers‚Äù where students can learn 
virtually with the oversight of a responsible adult and in the presence of other children, and 
seats in these learning centers are based on income (free to free-and-reduced lunch students); 
so working parents *are* being accommodated (if they choose).  
 
Again, we only have to wait a few more weeks for these teachers to get their vaccinations. 
We‚Äôve already been waiting for nearly a year, what‚Äôs a few more weeks for their safety? 
 
 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 19:20:28 
Russell Strand-Poole 
808 PAULI MURRAY PL 
DURHAM, NC 27701 
 
"It is an extreme betrayal that you would send staff and students back without any notice or 
any plan. It is also telling that you are willing to put teacher and students in harms way, but will 
keep your own students protected at home." 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 19:29:25 
Lisa McCool-Grime 
311 S LaSalle St APT 49M 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
There is a lot of chaos on the ground right now among our educators since the board decision 
on 02/18. Educators are feeling scared and surprised after having planned for their health and 
their lessons based on the DPS board's January decision. Even principals across the district are 
feeling confused and under a lot of pressure to make school based plans on such a tight 
timeline. We are all really wanting to be with our students but we need more time to get our 
educators vaccinated and to make orderly plans so that we can greet our students in person 
feeling safe and sure of ourselves. Please vote to push back the dates to allow for an orderly 
safe return for our educators and students. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 19:44:50 
Maria I. Zinter 
5 Brynhurst Ct.  
Durham, NC 
 
Preference to return to school after all teachers are vaccinated.  
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:03:15 
Rachel Hoffman 
207 Purefoy Rd 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
 
"Months ago, staff were able to request medical accommodations to work remotely in the 
event of a return to in-person learning.  Parents and community members may not know that 
several staff with previously-approved accommodations have now been informed that those 
accommodations will not be allowed. This is because actually honoring necessary medical 
accommodations would leave DPS with too few staff to operate schools under the current plan. 
If school buildings cannot open without the presence of unvaccinated medically vulnerable staff 
members, the solution is not to force them in anyway, but rather to keep school remote." 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:11:18 
Emily Swartzlander  
2307 Englewood Avenue 
Durham 
 
"As a parent of two elementary students, I urge you to consider pushing back the school 
reopening date to allow more teachers and school staff who want the vaccine to receive it. Our 
dedicated teachers and staff deserve this much after what they‚Äôve done to keep school open 
while buildings are closed, especially when we‚Äôre talking a matter of weeks instead of 
months at this point. You‚Äôve chosen many times to err on the side of safety and 
responsibility, for which I am thankful. I hope you‚Äôll do that again now. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:14:28 
Brianna Shanholtzer 
508 Lionheart Lane  
Sanford, NC 27330 
 
Please strongly consider pushing the return to school date until all teachers and staff have the 
opportunity to be fully vaccinated. DPS has be considerate of staff safety up until this point. 
Please reconsider.  
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:21:16 
Jennifer Johnson 
3003 Scuppernong Lane 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"The decision to go back this far into the year does not make sense. It takes way too much time 
to get to know kids and their needs for us to start over at this VERY crucial time in the school 
year. I can‚Äôt believe EC students were a huge focus for you all, but you didn‚Äôt consider the 
disruption this will be for them. They need CONSISTENCY. What happens if there‚Äôs an 
outbreak in a school building and they go back to virtual? You did not do a good enough job at 
telling families what school will look like, especially those who have language barriers. They 
deserve to have transparency about what they are sending THEIR CHILD into. It‚Äôs not fair, 
and it‚Äôs 100% a disservice to our community. Do you honestly believe a child is gonna show 



tremendous growth in 2 months of school where safety is the highest priority. Remember 
Maslow‚Äôs Hierarchy of Needs??? That‚Äôs Education 101. Third and Fourth quarter are times 
when students make the most growth in their learning. Wouldn‚Äôt it make more sense to have 
them with a teacher that knows their abilities like the back of their hand? As an educator, I can 
tell you this will negatively effect their learning. Two of my students who will be changing 
teachers on March 15th have finally shown enough growth is pass a test in my class. Do you 
want them to fail??? I sure don‚Äôt. I love my students, and I will 100% be a more attentive 
teacher if we are virtual where safety isn‚Äôt a threat. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:21:49 
Theresa Ricks 
500 Foxridge Crescent Apt 524 
Durham NC 27703 
 
"I am uncomfortable about returning. I think we should wait till next school year to start fresh. 
Everyone would have the chance for vaccination. Pulling students back to the classroom 
because of pressure does not help students or teachers. Our lives are at stake, I have had 4 
relatives pass due to Covid. Must we have staff lives in jeopardy due to pressure.  Must we lose 
more lives? Then think about how students have adjusted and are showing growth and 
proficiency working online. Now they have to readjust to a new teacher and learning 
environment. Is this about students or pressure place on government by a select few." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:26:18 
Anonymous 
Cole Mill Rd 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I have been proud to be a DPS employee and parent all through this pandemic. Our board and 
District Leadership have done what is best for our community until last week. I do not think a 
rushed return on March 15 is the right thing to do. School staff need to have their vaccine 
before returning to the classroom. It also does not make sense to make these drastic changes in 
the middle of a quarter. Do what is right and postpone opening until your teachers can get a 
vaccine and we can return safely.  
 
 
 
 



2/23/2021 20:29:39 
Geoffrey Seelen 
136 Shadowbrook Drive  
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
 
"You were all duly elected to serve in the best interest of teachers, students, families, and all 
the communities we are a part of. I will not speculate why you have fumbled this opportunity to 
stand up to the bad-faith legislation of the NC GOP; it is quite clear the passage of their bill has 
no basis in protecting people and only serves to augment a depraved political agenda. What I 
will do is say something that is objectively true and, in my estimation, unimpeachable: you have 
done irreparable damage to the thin sinew of trust that exists between yourselves and a 
plurality of teachers and families in this district.  
 
You have relented to a loud, albeit in some cases well-intentioned minority of concerned 
members of the community who have been misled for the past year by a failed presidential 
administration as well as many uncouth media outlets. We all understand the desire to return. 
But your decision to placate the most ferocious voices and ignore the most vulnerable will have 
a rippling effect that places this district in danger of losing the hearts and minds of some of its 
most dedicated staff and plunge the opinions of under-served families to an all-time low.  
 
You did nothing to prepare our staff members for the multi-car pile up that is getting a vaccine 
in this city right now. You did nothing to try and hold up the voices in our community who have 
the most to lose in terms of personal health and additional interruptions to a year of instruction 
that has exposed the education peril of many of our struggling learners. You did nothing to 
assuage the concerns of parents who have every right to desire positive change for their 
children, because you are not being honest about what learning will look like when they return.  
 
The greatest blunder of all is the fact that in an effort to force students back into the building, 
they will end up missing MORE instruction that they would have had they remained at home. 
Your proposed rotation of three cohorts only allows for students in grades 6-12 to be in the 
building FOUR DAYS out of every THREE WEEKS. If school ends on June 4th as intended, that 
means most students will spend less than 12 days in a physical classroom. Do you realize how 
difficult it will be to recover any meaningful instruction when students will have to learn brand 
new procedures that are inflexible and carry with them the possibility of harming themselves, 
their peers, their teachers, and their own families?  
 
Do you have the courage to tell parents that? 
 
I understand we all want to return to what was lost, but we did not lose our normalcy because 
we shut down schools. We shut down schools because we had no choice. This is because 
Congress and many state governments across the country, through their failure to enact 
adequate relief programs, forced upon the American people a false choice: their health or the 
economy. As a nation, we prioritized imagining how to open up restaurants, bars, and gyms 
much more than we did schools.  



 
Your job now should be to make the case to the most fervent supporters of reopening that, 
even if you do send students back into the building, you will not be able to do so in a way that 
meaningfully meets their desires for their own children's education. The blame is not with DPS 
for this awful situation; if you give in to the demands of the misled, you will be the ones doing 
the misleading. 
 
Maybe you did not think this through. Maybe you wanted to get out of an uncomfortable 
situation. Maybe you just wanted the problem to go away. But in doing so, you have made this 
so much worse than it already is. Trying times like these demand astounding leadership. Do not 
abdicate that responsibility in favor of appeasement.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:30:21 
Page H McCullough 
110 West Lavender Ave 
Durham 
 
A board that extends health precautions to itself should do the same for its employees. We can 
vaccinate school staff and re-open safely. Plan WITH school staff and parents! 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:36:43 
Sarah Dacres 
5803 Tattersall Drive Apt 24 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am a 4th year teacher at Hillside High School. I am extremely concerned that the plan you all 
hatched was not accompanied by a vaccination plan for those employees who are most at risk, 
whether medically or by the demands of their role. All DPS staff should have the opportunity to 
be fully vaccinated before returning. DPS ought to delay the reopening date for specialty HS 
and elementary schools to allow staff the opportunity to be vaccinated. Though some of us will 
inevitably get and transmit Covid (hopefully not to our compromised family or students), at 
least most of us will live to teach another year. Sarah Dacres." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 20:51:52 



Lisa B Wever 
1017 Chalmers Street 
Durham 
 
"The data shows that social distancing, frequent cleaning and proper mask use helps stop the 
spread. Sending all the kids back to school together with no social distancing and no plan to 
install decent air filters puts everyone at risk. Please give staff time to be vaccinated with both 
shots before you command that we return to school. I want to return to school but I have 90 
year old parents and family members with health issues. I do not want to put them at risk." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 21:00:54 
Alicia Butler 
114 Gresham Ave. 
Durham 
 
"I am practicing deep breathing and mindfulness as I contemplate how inconvenient my life is 
to our BOE. I love my students, my school community, and my job. I have worked tirelessly to 
learn, to teach, to fill gaps for my students this year, and THEY ARE LEARNING. I AM TEACHING! 
I simply ask that you stand by your word in January, a plan based on science. If your word is not 
an option, I beg of you to postpone school openings until all DPS staff has had the opportunity 
to be fully vaccinated. Please consider my safety and the safety of those I love. You have broken 
a trust between educators/staff and our BOE. I will remember in November. " 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 21:02:33 
Sara Moore 
109 N Bellvue St 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
 
"Good evening, board members. As a veteran DPS teacher, I am shocked, disappointed, and 
angry at the Durham Board of Education's rushed and unexpected vote to reopen schools 
regardless of the passing of SB37. I cannot understand why you chose to put staff, students and 
their families at risk by reopening so soon, before all staff get an opportunity to be fully 
vaccinated. This timeline is not only unsafe but it forces principals to plan logistics in just a few 
weeks, which is not enough time to ensure a safe reopening. This was a reckless decision on 
your part, and I am asking you to delay reopening schools until all staff can come back safely. 
Thank you. " 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 21:03:19 
John Zhu 
Hope Valley 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Almost everyone in the school-reopening debate professes appreciation for their children's 
teachers. So let's demonstrate that collective appreciation by demanding that they are given 
the necessary time to get fully vaccinated before we put them back in classrooms for the 
benefit of our kids, so that they have that powerful last line of protection should all other safety 
measures fail. The value of in-person learning is undeniable, but how adults treat each other in 
the face of crisis situations and competing priorities is quite instructive, too. Let's make sure our 
actions teach our children the right lessons." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 21:28:40 
Charlene Vance 
2512 Tulip Poplar Circle 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
It makes no sense whatsoever to have DPS employees return to school buildings after 
acknowledging that they have pre-existing health conditions that could potentially be harmful if 
they contract COVID. Why force a teacher to enter a building to still continue to work 
virtually??  
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 21:29:30 
Sharon Hall 
1824 Hideaway Lane 
Durham, North Carolina 27712 
 
There are still too many unknown in regard to this virus. I truly believe it is dangerous to bring 
staff and students back until our percentage decrease further. We are now seeing cases where 
children are affected with different symptoms and have no idea what variant may be 
introduced to our families by returning too early. We seem to be sacrificing our safety for North 
Carolina‚Äôs economy! 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 21:57:10 
Caryn Rossi 
1705 Maryland Avenue 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"1. If it safe to return to school, why is Mr. Ravin keeping his children home to continue virtual 
learning? 
 
2. If it is safe for teachers to be with groups of students for 6 hours a day, why are school board 
meetings held via Zoom? 
 
3. The majority of teachers WANT to return to our buildings when the conditions under which 
we return are SAFE. This requires well-thought out plans that include input from teachers and 
school personnel and ensuring everyone who wants the vaccine is FULLY vaccinated before 
being required to return to the building. 
 
4. Please -- let's work TOGETHER to develop a plan to SAFELY reopen all schools so that 
EVERYONE can return." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 22:08:46 
John Davis 
4449 Murphy School Road 
Durham 
 
Let's compromise!  Give us teachers a chance to get 2 shots of the vaccine by pushing this back 
until after spring break.  It will really help! 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 22:11:22 
Haley Phillips 
105 e Murray ave 
Durham NC 27704 
 



Please do not reopen schools until all staff are fully vaccinated! The waiting period will be short 
relative to the number of lives saved. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 22:12:50 
Trey Kennedy 
2401 Glendale Ave 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"Before schools open for students to do in-school learning, ALL teachers AND staff should be 
vaccinated.   
First, asymptomatic people can still spread CoVid - staff, student or teacher - even if they are 
vaccinated. 
Second, the air filtering systems are not sufficiently upgraded to support inside learning without 
contaminating the entire school filtration system." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 22:53:29 
Adriana Olds 
1201 Cozart Street 
Durham 
 
Please consider delaying school until teachers have been vaccinated and have had adequate 
time to make accommodations for their own families. Two weeks is not enough time to find 
childcare. This rush decision is a disruption for all parties involved and everyone needs time to 
plan accordingly and safely. 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 22:55:54 
Sherrill Hudson 
2619 Sarah Avenue 
Durham NC 277077 
 
No in person classes until ALL personnel in all schools are equitably and completely vaccinated. 
 
 
 



 
2/23/2021 23:04:56 
Brieta Lemons 
201 Bell Street 
Durham, 27707 
 
I hate that they cancelled sports 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 23:22:12 
Lorena Bennett  
4417 Nightfall Court  
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"We dreamt about the day in which things would go back to the way they used to be. A day in 
which we can all can enjoy life when the world is safe again. Parents of DPS have a choice; what 
about DPS teachers? Do they have a choice? Please reconsider the start date for a later date, 
when our educators are fully vaccinated and when all of our schools feel ready to safely resume 
in person classes. The dreams of some may come true, but so will many people's nightmares." 
 
 
 
 
2/23/2021 23:37:43 
Devon McNally 
4418 S. Alston Ave. 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Dear board members, 
 
I am a middle school teacher in DPS and, up until last week, I was proud of the decisions the 
board made and respect shown to educators over the past year. However, last week, my view 
shifted. I would like to thank board members Natalie Beyer and Matthew Sears for their 
comments and continued dedication to the safety of all DPS staff, students, and families.  
 
Please make the right decisions to restore our faith, trust, and pride in our district. I implore 
you to please revise this plan and push the in-person start dates back to allow for ALL staff to 
have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated before putting themselves, their families, our 
students, and their families at risk. Please work WITH educators to address the realities of what 
a return-to-building plan would/should look like." 
 



 
 
 
2/23/2021 23:41:00 
Kristin Jones 
3117 Genlee Dr 
Durham,NC 27704 
 
"Schools should remain closed. The bill has not passed why such the rush. Kids will leave for 
spring break and increase others risk once they return. Kids are already in a groove and have 
literally less than 45 days. Ask yourself this question is it worth the risk of bringing back staff 
and kids to possibly expose others, someone catch covid, someone have life threatening 
symptoms all because we couldn‚Äôt wait until it‚Äôs truly safe. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 0:08:05 
Jennifer Johnson 
3003 Scuppernong Lane 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"The decision to go back this far into the year does not make sense. It takes way too much time 
to get to know kids and their needs for us to start over at this VERY crucial time in the school 
year. I can‚Äôt believe EC students were a huge focus for you all, but you didn‚Äôt consider the 
disruption this will be for them. They need CONSISTENCY. What happens if there‚Äôs an 
outbreak in a school building and they go back to virtual? You did not do a good enough job at 
telling families what school will look like, especially those who have language barriers. They 
deserve to have transparency about what they are sending THEIR CHILD into. It‚Äôs not fair, 
and it‚Äôs 100% a disservice to our community. Do you honestly believe a child is gonna show 
tremendous growth in 2 months of school where safety is the highest priority. Remember 
Maslow‚Äôs Hierarchy of Needs??? That‚Äôs Education 101. Third and Fourth quarter are times 
when students make the most growth in their learning. Wouldn‚Äôt it make more sense to have 
them with a teacher that knows their abilities like the back of their hand? As an educator, I can 
tell you this will negatively effect their learning. Two of my students who will be changing 
teachers on March 15th have finally shown enough growth is pass a test in my class. Do you 
want them to fail??? I sure don‚Äôt. I love my students, and I will 100% be a more attentive 
teacher if we are virtual where safety isn‚Äôt a threat. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 6:32:49 



Brittany Del Rosario 
3319 Woodland Park 
Durham, NC 27703 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a teacher at Northern HS.  SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats may very 
well sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively 
surrendered to the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers 
back into school buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should 
have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means 
pushing the reopening date back, especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and 
EC teachers and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of 
your responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning 
until we can reduce risk and save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 
Sincerely, 
Brittany Del Rosario" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 7:13:46 
Amy Noel Davis 
109 E Hammond St 
Durham 
 
"As a DPS teacher, I have been really confused and disappointed that the school board's vote 
last week was to bring us back in person to the classrooms so quickly and abruptly. For 
everyone's safety, the DPS teachers should be all vaccinated first. Matt Sears' suggestion of 
May 1st was not out of line, it was wise. I cannot understand why we couldn't come back under 
Plan B. It has been explained to me twice, but still doesn't make sense. I really cannot 
understand why children can be in the classroom together, but we don't need to worry about 
the six foot distancing. Why are we going against the CDC recommendation for social 
distancing? " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 7:15:42 
Mark A Franklin 
4910 Highgate Dr 
Durham 
 



"I am a DPS teacher. I have been looking forward to returning to in-class instruction. The 
stresses of online teaching-learning have been enormous for both me and my Grade 2 students 
and parents. However, I did not expect to return on, after prior thoughtful decision making, a 
sudden whim by the board. In particular, once a vaccine was made available I expected the 
state and district to prioritize staff vaccinations - make it a prerequisite for return. It would have 
made more sense to prepare staff and operations and hold off on return until at least Quarter 
4. I am profoundly dismayed and disappointed by the Durham Board of Education. You are 
endangering staff and undermining effective teaching-learning by rushing the return to in-
school instruction. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 7:50:11 
Selma Taylor 
Dansey Circle 
Durham 
 
"Are our teachers being used as babysitters at this point because they have been doing their 
job of "teaching?" Opening schools now is simply a babysitting service because instruction is 
still going to be lost due to the changes being made and adjusting to the new norm at school. 
August opening would have been better. Teachers will have time to get fully vaccinated. 
Parents always had an option of learning centers.  Open a learning center for E.C 
 kids and problem solved for rest of year." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 7:52:18 
Fred Pfeiffer 
3619 Courtland Dr 
Durham 
 
"I‚Äôm a DPS middle school teacher. I think it is important to get our kids back in school as soon 
as possible but I am very concerned about the timing of the reopening plan approved last week. 
With parent choices due on the 24th, my elementary and specialty high colleagues have only 
1.5 weeks to prepare. This is not enough time to make safe and orderly plans. More 
importantly, there is no chance that significant portions of school staff could receive 
vaccinations before March 8th. We have worked so hard as a community to get to this point, 
let‚Äôs not rush the return. Please consider giving elementary schools a few more weeks to 
make these preparations." 
 
 



 
 
2/24/2021 7:55:53 
Tally Gray 
Guess Rd 
Durham  
 
You have created a logistical nightmare for DPS HR department. What about a class were the 
teacher is approved for accommodation to stay home to teach for health reasons and what 
happens to her/his kids who selected in person??? Do they change teachers with a few weeks 
left in school???  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 7:56:46 
Elizabeth Tacular 
400 Green st 
durham nc 27701 
 
"I do not think children should be going back to school while the virus is so active in our 
community, and the new strain is on its way. I also believe all teachers and school staff should 
be offered the opportunity to receive the vaccination before school resumes in person, and 
that staff should have the option to not be vaccinated and still receive pay, but not have to 
work in person teaching until the virus is more under control. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:09:14 
kim capers 
400 W. Club Blvd 
durham 
 
"I agree with this statement shared with me be a 1st grade teacher- 
 
Given the conditions of our state‚Äôs public schools currently - under resourced, underfunded, 
and understaffed, long before COVID - and the fact that educators were not before today 
(2/24/21) been prioritized to receive BOTH vaccinations before going back into buildings 
according to this bill, this bill is NOT going to make it safe to reopen schools.   
 
I would like to add  - We need more nurses on staff not just 1 day a week." 
 



 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:15:19 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
 
You have given me no time to say goodbye to my kids. We have worked so hard to build a 
classroom community and I am literally in tears at the thought of being separated from them. 
That is not in the best interest of the kids. No one knows my kids better than me. Please please 
please push the start date back so I have more time with them. I am begging you.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:16:10 
Andrea Ginsberg 
7523 Chesley Ln 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Hi, my name is Andrea Ginsberg and my children are in grades 8 and 10 in DPS. I do not 
support the rush to reopen schools on March 15th and am very concerned about how 
disruptive this change will be for everyone, whether they stay remote or attend in person. 
Schools need time to plan for so many logistics around reopening, including comprehensive 
safety plans that address not just safe classrooms but buses, meals, and other building issues. 
Schools also need time to set a clear strategy for juggling remote and in-person students. To 
date, communication about how schools will maintain quality remote learning and add an in-
person component has been minimal, with too many unknowns. In a difficult year, what my 
kids need most right now is stability, especially as we head into the last quarter of the school 
year. I urge the school board to give principals time to plan well and communicate those plans 
with parents, and give staff time to get vaccinated and plan for a return to the classroom." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:17:40 
Annie Harrison 
4000 Tyndrum Drive 
Durham, NC  27705 
 
"Today after meeting with my fourth graders, I'm driving to Burlington for the first vaccine 
appointment I was able to make.  Making it took roughly three hours, after Duke canceled, 



Lumberton was full, and Cumberland County didn't call me back, and I'm not the only one 
who's in this boat. Teachers are scrambling to be vaccinated because we WANT to be back in 
school - however, the struggle to find and make appointments is going to delay this process for 
many of us.  With a few more weeks' delay, we would have time to ensure that all staff who 
wanted to be medically safer would be able to do that.  Additionally, it would give us time to 
make better, more solid plans for re-entry.  As it is, schools are hustling to make plans that are 
going to cause upheaval, change in routine, and parent struggle that we've just learned to 
manage in the remote setting.  My students, who are nine and 10 years old, have become 
pretty confident remote learners - but it took months to get us here.  Are we really going to 
rush into another setting, just to have them learn new routines and schedules, and cause the 
chaos we had in the beginning of the remote year?  Please, reconsider this opening date and 
give us time to feel like the strongest school district we can.  We've waited this long - what 
would a few more weeks really do, other than ensure better planning, a more confident 
workforce, and a better experience for the entire school community?" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:35:34 
Marni Goldshlag 
2401 Glendale Ave 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
I do not believe the schools should be open until all school personnel have been able to get 
vaccinated.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:40:22 
Chrisma Sirpal 
5320 Spring Pines Way 
Raleigh, NC, 27616 
 
Please get all teachers and staff fully vaccinated prior to schools opening. 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:41:48 
Marsha Kleine 
910 Constitution Drive #1001 
Durham 



 
ALL teachers and staff should be fully vaccinated before students return to in-person instruction 
in good conscience. 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:41:51 
Alex Jose Ramirez 
560 Paul Hardin Drive 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
 
"I, as a student teacher, do not want to risk putting my students and their families in danger for 
only being able to teach in person for a few months. Returning to in-person classes at this time 
does not prioritize learning or the well-being of teachers, school staff, and students and their 
families. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:43:32 
Mary Grace Miller 
20 Cedar Hill Drive 
Durham 
 
"As a Durham Public Schools teacher, I ask that you push back our in-person start date until all 
staff have the opportunity to be fully vaccinated. If everyone gets their first shot this week, it 
will still be over a month until we achieve full immunity. Pushing us back into in-person learning 
before that is unsafe and irresponsible, not to mention disruptive and scary for many of our 
students. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:47:48 
Kenneth Templeton 
3808 CHURCHILL CIR 
Durham 
 
"The COVID school readiness dashboard has several areas of staffing in red. Staffing is a major 
part of mitigating COVID spread, and it might be the most important indicator. We are not 
ready for this rushed plan.  
 



Please give our schools more time so as many school personnel can be vaccinated as possible 
and our HR department can hire custodians, nurses, and substitutes for when teachers are sick. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:47:53 
Stephanie Leathers 
3148 Hillandale Rd 
Durham, NC 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a teacher at Northern HS. SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats may well 
sustain the veto. I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively surrendered to 
the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers back into school 
buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should have the 
opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means pushing the 
reopening date back, especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and EC teachers 
and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of your 
responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning until 
we can reduce risk and save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie Leathers" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:48:30 
Kayla Clyma 
812 Turmeric 
Durham NC 27713 
 
"As a teacher, I am greiving the loss of trust for my board and the future plans you took away 
when you made this decision without teacher, parent, or community support.  The shock you 
created throughout the district will affect us for a long time.   Now in an effort to regain some 
of the respect and faith I once had for this board I am asking you delay the opening of 
Elementary schools until EVERY STAFF MEMBER of DPS is able to get both shots of the Covid 
Vaccine.  It is your job to keep our students and famlies safe and you are risking their health by 
sending them to an unsafe enviornment.  It is clear you do not care about the health risks for 
your staff. 
I find many issues with they cobbled together plans that you've created.  I see no reason to 
have a different start dates for schools.  Elementary, Middle, and High school start the same 



day every year.  The busing and transitions will be all at the same time eventually.  If you Don't 
have a plan for how to open Middle and High school then you should not be opening 
Elementary!  Your lack of information to the public has been appalling.  What have you been 
doing for a whole year?  Why did you not have this figured out?" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:50:09 
Jennifer Dunlap 
4417 Valley Forge Road 
Durham 
 
"Have we considered that the disruption to schedules, classroom practices, and daily routines 
that this plan will create will actually be more detrimental to students' learning than staying 
with the systems and routines we've finally smoothed out?" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:54:11 
Beau Borek 
Durham 
Durham 
 
"I am an Instructional Assistant with DPS and the way reopening is being sold to the public will 
not be the reality within the school building. School will not be like normal, kids will not get to 
socialize like normal, the day will be devoted to maintaining distance with minimal instruction. 
With little or no benefit, the reopening plan as-is, is completely absurd and reckless. Remain 
remote until Fall 2021 to allow everyone to be vaccinated and safe." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 8:56:25 
Garrett Dixon 
1903 W Lakewood Ave 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I support our teachers and other public workers. They have a right to safe working conditions 
and should have priority to scarce vaccine supply.  
 



Although children have suffered during this crisis, we shouldn‚Äôt rush to return to schools 
until teachers and supporting staff have had the opportunity for two doses of the Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccines to ensure that they can and will be protected as they serve our community. We 
can be patient for a few more weeks to allow vaccinations to be conducted. 
 
Teaching our children is a critical profession and our community values should recognize their 
contributions to our society and our future by allowing them to work safely." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 9:13:51 
Anonymous  
Guess Road 
DURHAM 
 
"Considering reopening the building without even meeting the minimum CDC guidelines of 6 ft 
social distancing and low community transmission rate is alarming.  Have parents been made 
aware that there have been staff meetings across the district where teachers have been 
informed that there will be no guarantee of ANY social distancing? On this proposed plan 
elementary schools will have completely full classrooms.  The busses can have up to 40 or more 
students on them.  Principals are on their own to plan for their buildings.  This isn't a safe 
return, it's a "get back in there, regardless". Teachers were sent a survey since the last board 
meeting to retire, resign, or reenter if you don't have medical accommodations.  It's 
heartbreaking and frustrating to think our only option is to return under unsafe conditions or 
be forced out of a profession I love.  What a complete 180 from January without a bill even 
becoming law." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 9:25:08 
Aaron Gill 
1308 Ruffin Street 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"It feels like staff and parents are being mislead about the elementary model. There will be no 
ignite. How can schools be expected to maintain safe student to teacher ratios if some teachers 
have to teach online and some in person? If half the students stay online, half of the teachers 
have to teach online. Leaving the in person teachers with the same teacher-student ratio as if 
they were fully in person. Vaccinate us, let us develop an immune response, and send us back in 
April." 
 



 
 
 
2/24/2021 9:35:44 
Marsha Harrell 
MOUNTAIN RIDGE RD 
ROUGEMONT 
 
"Superintendent Mubenga and the board need to correct the miscommunication that DPS is 
going back under Plan B. From Governor Cooper's Reopening guidance, Plan B  schools are 
limited to 50% of their maximum capacity. Each district plans for students to alternate between 
in-person and remote lessons. Heightened safety procedures are implemented, including 6 feet 
of distance between all students and staff. None of this is part of the DPS Reopening plan, 
which means we are opening under Plan A , but with a 4 day week. Please be honest and 
transparent. The DPS community needs to know the truth." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 9:43:20 
Jennifer Whaley 
523 Burlington Ave 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"I teach teach at Merrick-Moore Elementary.  I was shocked to hear the board's rash, unwise, 
and disrespectful decision about returning to in-person teaching with such a short timeline.  I 
have to demand that all DPS staff have the opportunity to be fully vaccinated (2 doses) before 
returning to in-person teaching, even if that means delaying the start date.  If the DAE decides 
to take collective action if this decision isn't reversed I will be right there with them!  The 
district can't afford to lose even one teacher over this." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 9:44:15 
Hilary Sheaves 
2105 Ruffin St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"Safety in reopening was your top priority but now it seems as though quickness in reopening is 
your top priority. Safely reopening is possible but you had months to prepare for this. The 
schools need more desks, more nurses, more humans to help in case of illness and at the very 
least the teachers and staff MUST be vaccinated. The folks who are making the loudest noise 



right now aren't the ones whose children need to be back in the classroom the most. The ones 
who are making the most noise are those who have the time, privilege, and opportunity to do 
so. I know there are kids that desperately need to have in person school and we could have 
been serving them from the beginning and the rest of us can opt out and continue to do the 
best we can at home. I truly believe the rush to return serves none of us." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 10:11:50 
Daniel Seed 
2122 Edwin Avenue 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
It has been a hard year and we have come this far safely. Let‚Äôs continue to be a county that 
sets an example of how much we appreciate our teachers by making sure all teachers and 
school staff who desire are vaccinated prior to reopening. 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 10:13:20 
Abby Exum 
21 Coney Pine Ave 
Roxboro 
 
"Please consider pushing the start date for all schools (elementary and specialty HS) back to 
April 5. This would give more teachers the opportunity to receive the vaccine, if they choose to 
do so, and feel safe returning to the building. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 10:14:46 
Marian Abernathy 
2221 W Club Blvd 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"The past 12 months have been unprecedentedly challenging, and DPS teachers and staff have 
dedicated incredible energy, creativity, and long hours to providing a safe environment for 
learning (including nutritional support) for our students, faculty, staff, and the community at 
large. As the parent of a high school junior, I'm keenly aware of how hard it is to learn and 



thrive from home - and am well aware that it is much harder for many than it has been for my 
student and our family. School is so much more than the academic classes.  
 
While I'm eager for my student to return to campus at Riverside, I'm very concerned with the 
rapid decision to return to in-person instruction so soon - prior to all staff and any students 
receiving vaccines, without much time for teachers to completely re-vamp lesson plans for in-
person in elementary and hybrid with a third of students in person and two thirds online for 
middle and high school students. With new and more contagious variants of Covid increasing in 
our state, I am concerned that a return to school without time for adequate preparation, 
communication or vaccination,  the progress our community has made will be erased - leading 
to more illness among our community at large.  
 
Please reconsider the timing of return to school, to allow Principals, teachers and staff to 
adeqauately plan and for ALL DPS personnel to be fully vaccinated. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 10:28:28 
Elizabeth Lindquist 
901 CLARENDON ST 
DURHAM 
 
"ÔªøThank you for following the science and expert research to offer an in-person option for 
families. We cannot only believe science is real when it agrees with what we want. 
 
I am so glad to see Durham join our progressive counter-parts across the globe by prioritizing 
re-opening schools. It has been disappointing to see re-opening for everything in Durham but 
schools. To say that the capacity limits, mask mandates, and other safety measures are 
effective only until you cross the threshold of a school building is simply ludicrous. Thank you 
for taking this first step toward righting this wrong. 
 
ÔªøPlease work with city and county agencies to prioritize elementary teachers and staff who 
will be in-person FIRST for vaccines. 
 
Also, please consider having two cohorts for Middle and High School students - given DPS' 
estimates that 50% will opt for in-person - two cohorts will allow for plenty of social distancing 
while allowing for more live instruction days, better continuity, and a less confusing schedule 
for everyone. 
 
Thank you for your service, 
Elizabeth" 
 



 
 
 
2/24/2021 10:38:12 
Valerie Green 
Holden Rd. 
Durham 
 
"Teachers should have a true choice since we are the ones doing the plan.. 
1. Plan to return in person 
2. Would like to continue virtual 
The email we were sent and google form to complete was a slap in the face to the teachers. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 10:47:54 
Lily McCormick 
n/a 
n/a 
 
"I am a student teacher at an elementary school in DPS. For the safety of staff, students, and 
the community, I would urge the school board to reconsider their decision and push back the 
in-person start date until after Spring Break. By delaying the return to in person by a few more 
weeks, the district can ensure that all teachers and staff are able to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine. I am so afraid of being the cause of illness or worse to a colleague, a student, or their 
family member. By delaying reopening, I can make sure I have received both vaccines to 
dramatically reduce this risk. We have been successfully delivering online learning for months 
now. Is it really worth coming back a few weeks earlier when it means risking the lives of 
teachers, students, and community members? If we are going to return in person, I believe it 
can only be safe when all teachers and staff members have had an opportunity to be 
vaccinated. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 10:50:12 
Carolyn Allen 
6312 Whitt Rd 
Durham NC 27712 
 
"Please reconsider your plan to reopen schools with lightning speed. The current plan is not 
safe and it causes major upheaval to the relationships and routines that have been created. 



There has to be a better way. This plan that you approved last week is NOT the answer. Two 
new studies came out this week about transmission in schools. We are getting there, but it is 
clear that we are NOT ready to do this safely right now. We are so close, let's not mess this up 
now. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:03:08 
Moira Rose 
2325 Cheek Rd 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"As a teacher for DPS, I feel incredibly disappointed with the school board. You decided after 
telling us we would remain virtual for the safety of everyone, to move ahead of the state's 
decision on Bill 37 and force teachers to come back in person. All of this before school staff is 
able to get the full dosage of the vaccine. The district doesn't even have a plan in place for all 
the logistics required to open schools up fully. We have to return in 2 weeks and we don't even 
know if we will be teaching in-person, virtually, or both. We don't even know the start and end 
times of our school day. Its a disgrace to the teaching profession that we are expected to teach 
while trying to get our classrooms ready for students without having any information. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:05:13 
Amanda Fuentes 
3112 Dixon Rd 
Durham, NC. 27707 
 
"Please reconsider disrupting the learning of EVERY DPS student.  The benefit of face to face 
does NOT outweigh, the risks or the disruptions.  DPS- Please do better.  March is too soon. 
SaveLives... You can make a better plan for families that NEED in person support.   " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:14:04 
Jacob Stanley 
1932 Crowell St  
Durham, NC, 27707 
 



"Durham Public Schools staff did not have a fair opportunity to democratically weigh in on the 
School Board's rushed decision to reopen schools in person. Your decision last week puts staff, 
students, and our community at massive risk of further suffering, sickness, and death. I call on 
you to delay this reopening until mid to late April so every staff member has the opportunity to 
be vaccinated. And moving forward, especially as the pandemic continues, you must listen to 
DPS workers before making such critical decisions.  
 
Solidarity with DPS staff. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:25:29 
Carr Cody V 
1212 Vickers Avenue 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I believe that this current plan as proposed by the school district is a reflection of the 
capitulation necessary to ensure that our schools do not lose funding or incur serious 
retribution from a vindictive set of legislators in the NC General Assembly. Though the changing 
political discourse has made teachers and students victim to hasty reorganization, I would ask 
that the board strongly consider what they can ask of the city and state in order to keep 
teachers and students safe, ensure that school numbers meet safe occupancy standards, allow 
for more teachers to receive vaccinations more rapidly, and also that the board submit a more 
thorough plan of action for accommodating families of students with disabilities, English 
language learners and those who cannot safely attend school with the use of bus 
transportation. I would like to see these seriously addressed, especially with regards to vaccine 
availability and safe building occupancy standards for transmission." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:27:37 
Anonymous 
Durham 
27705 
 
"Although I understand that nothing can be done about the overabundance of charter schools 
in Durham County, the magnet school program needs to be reevaluated. With overcrowding 
and redistricting happening, the magnet schools are not bearing any of that burden. In theory, 
magnet schools can be useful, but they are creating a situation in Durham where you either get 
in or you start looking into other options (which contributes to the flight to the Charter 
Schools.) No one should have to win a lottery to go to a "good school." Magnet schools are paid 



for by the same tax dollars as regular schools and should be just as equally accessible. If 
accessibility can't be achieved, then they need to be converted to regular, neighborhood 
schools." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:33:05 
Matt Hartman 
110 W Woodridge Dr 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Dear School Board Members: I would like to urge you to reconsider efforts to rush to re-open 
schools for in-person learning. I know how hard remote learning has been on students and 
working parents, and it is in no way ideal. I also know that SB37 may yet force Durham to do 
bring students back to campus. But the very fact that this meeting is virtual shows that there is 
a huge risk in too quickly returning to large, indoor gatherings--and a school is by definition 
that. Without listening to educators and students concerned for their safety, we risk not only 
endangering them but also the rest of the community. It would be a tragedy to spark another 
resurgence in Covid when we are so close to widespread vaccinations. Please listen to the 
people who understand the risks best--the educators tasked with running classrooms everyday-
-and delay in-person classes until teachers can be fully vaccinated." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:34:06 
Anonymous Teacher 
3218 Rose of Sharon Road 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"How do you feel comfortable mandating that teachers go back to in person when you are 
conducting a Board Meeting through Zoom? 
 
I hope that each member of the board is signed up to substitute for when teachers inevitably 
call out sick and have to quarantine because they are COVID positive. If you are not comfortable 
being a substitute in these times, you should not be mandating that anyone go back in person. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:35:44 
Margaret Coomber 



4 powder Springs Pl 
Durham 
 
"I believe that sending the children back to school for the short amount of time involved would 
be counterproductive and irresponsible. Any benefit for such a short period of time is far 
outweighed by the risks that families might catch the virus. Instead please let's wait until all are 
vaccinated.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:38:38 
Mark Dessauer  
2021 wilson 
Durham 27705 
 
"I want to make sure that the students that need in person schooling can get that, the teachers 
feel safe and protected and are able to balance online and in person classes and the students 
that come from homes that are more at risk have the option to stay at home. I think it‚Äôs 
difficult to have everyone go back for approximately 12 days at the end of the year. It seems 
there is a lot more risk involved in such a small measure. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 11:48:17 
Betsy Dessauer 
2021 Wilson Street 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I am commenting to request you delay your decision to open schools for in-person learning 
until any school employees returning to an in-person setting (teachers, administrators and all 
staff support - including custodial and bus drivers) have received their full vaccinations.   
 
I invite you to explore alternative options for those students that absolutely need in-person 
instruction, for whatever reason, and ways to do this that is both safe and respectful for all 
involved parties.   
 
These are unprecedented times, and as much as we would all like a return to normal, these 
times necessitate creative thinking and solutions.   Thank you for your time." 
 
 



 
 
2/24/2021 11:52:12 
Anna Grant 
807 W. Markham Ave.  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"If there aren‚Äôt adjustments made to last week‚Äôs decision, it will be hard to rebuild broken 
trust. Anyone working in DPS, if being honest, can tell you how blindsided we all are, including 
principals. Right now there are NOT detailed plans that schools can use.  
 
Two more weeks is 2,000 more vaccines.  
 
We talk to our families. Most never contact the board. Don‚Äôt just listen to a privileged few. 
Parents care about our safety, and trust us.  
 
Give us until April. We want to do this, but we want to do it right." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:13:19 
Elizabeth M. Johnson 
118 W Lynch St 
Durham 
 
"Good evening, my child is in 3rd grade at EK Powe. I ask you to consider modifying your 
decision to reopen schools on March 15. A re-open must be delayed until all staff have been 
fully vaccinated. With this additional time, teachers will also be able to close out the 3rd 
quarter with their classes and give schools extra time to make sure the safety standards of 
mask-wearing/sanitizing/social distancing are met at every school. Not just "hoped for". Thank 
you for everything you do for families in Durham." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:25:39 
Gracelyn Howes 
517 Forrest Street 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
 
"As a DPS teacher, I am very aware of the effect this pandemic has had on our students‚Äô 
mental health. It breaks my heart to hear directly from them how difficult this has been. It 



saddens me, however, that the response to these increasing mental health concerns has been 
to rush a reopening of schools before all staff and teachers have had the chance to be fully 
vaccinated. Why do we believe that this will improve students‚Äô mental health concerns?  For 
our high schools, this means that students will now have to attend an additional synchronous 
day of instruction. How will this additional day help students who are struggling due to Zoom 
fatigue? Is there not a way to redirect our attention to providing tangible resources focused on 
improving mental health conditions (therapy, counseling, increased learning centers for 
students who need a safe space to learn, more social-emotional learning opportuniuties) rather 
than expecting that in person learning will somehow address these issues? In response to these 
real concerns with reopening schools, a board member stated last week that ‚Äúsomething is 
better than nothing.‚Äù Are we insinuating that students have been offered ‚Äúnothing‚Äù 
through virtual learning? Many, many teachers and students have finally acclimated to this 
shift, and now we are about to put more pressure on all parties involved by risking their 
health‚Äîand really, their lives‚Äîfor what reason? So that our students can sit in a classroom, 
masked, with headphones, on their Zoom call with their teacher for two out of every six days 
through the remainder of the school year? " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:27:32 
Millicent Rogers 
3523 Mayfair St 
Durham 
 
"POC need more of an opportunity to have our older and more susceptible familial support to 
be vaccinated, more of our frontline workers that HAVE to be exposed to be vaccinated, and 
the educators that we lean on to educate our kids to be vaccinated.  POC are experiencing more 
of an impact of COVID killing people in our community and we are doing our best to reduce 
that--forcing more POC of color to be exposed to all those bodies congregating is not in the best 
interest of our families at large.   
 
The timetable matters the most, the more protected by the vaccination our population is the 
more comfortable we will feel about reopening.  Historically, Black people have prioritized our 
faith based communities, most of those spaces haven't reopened because it is not yet safe to 
do so AND it violates the current order from the Governor.  Black people first sought education 
in churches and learned to read using biblical texts, we aren't abandoning our roots and we 
aren't abandoning our children by using technology to teach them through this pandemic, we 
are making a choice to protect our legacy and we don't need groups of people leveraging 
"equity" and reviewing the learning gap to get schools reopened for our children.  We need 
everyone working just a little bit longer to keep more members of our shared community alive 
and safe.  Let's leverage this opportunity to support educators that want to return to school 
safely, to honor people who have already lost their lives to COVID--let's make sure we don't 
lose any more educators because we rushed something just needed a few more weeks.  These 



lives have been lost, let's make sure their impact matters. I encourage the BOE to delay reentry, 
in the hopes that SB-37 doesn't pass, I encourage them to have a contingency plan for IF it 
passes, I encourage them to open classrooms when educators have had a chance to be fully 
vaccinated.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:29:48 
Luke Carman 
1825 Northgate St 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"I write as an educator and the spouse of an elementary EC teacher in DPS.  
 
I was really surprised to see five members of the board vote yes on this plan, particularly 
because of my personal experience with members of the board. I know just how safe and 
thoughtful you all are leaders. 
 
The current plan for returning to schools is not up to the board's usual standard of planning.  
 
Two things need to happen before in-person learning can be effective: 
-Vaccinate all teachers/staff 
-Collaborate with staff who will be front line in buildings to make plans safer and more detailed, 
to fix the incredible number of holes in the current plan.  
 
The current return to in-person learning will somehow simultaneously disrupt the effective 
teaching and learning that's happening virtually right now, (I see it happen every day with EC 
kids!) while also making things more dangerous for students and staff. I urge the board to 
reconsider its timeline and plan. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:33:06 
Erin Davidson 
5804 Phaeton Circle  
Raleigh, NC 27606 
 
"Shame on the state of North Carolina for forcing educators to return to in person instruction 
before they are vaccinated. Teachers are human beings, not expendable things like they are 
being treated. Many  teachers are in utter fear for their lives and the possibility of bringing 



covid home to their families. Many teachers are considering leaving education because they 
feel disrespected and under appreciated. The school board should meet in person if they expect 
teachers to. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:40:46 
Charlie Reece 
3604 Darwin Road 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Good evening board members, and thank you for your service. I am the parent of two amazing 
DPS students who love their schools and their teachers. I am also a Durham resident who truly 
understands the difficult decisions you have to make. 
 
With immense love and gratitude, I plead with you to delay the reopening plan which you 
approved last week. While I truly understand the competing interests you are trying to 
accommodate, I hope and pray that you will not reopen our schools until our teachers and staff 
can get vaccinated *before* they are sent back into our schools." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:42:34 
n/a 
n/a 
Durham 
 
"Good evening Board Members. I appreciate the incredibly difficult situation you have been 
placed in this year. It is thankless, challenging, and exhausting. While I am neither opposed or in 
favor of returning (both have advantages and consequences), I think it is important we have a 
clear understanding of what this will look like. At my school, 50% of students are returning. 
Because of this, and compounded by DPS guidance about ESL/EC clustering, the majority of 
students will need to change homeroom teachers. The teacher they have worked with for six 
months. ESL and EC instruction will be remote. These teachers will virtually teach kids located a 
few hundred feet away in a different classroom. We have been told social distancing is no 
longer required. Which is good, because we need to get 20 kids in some classes because of 
staffing. I could go on, but we all need to understand what school will be this spring. And we all 
need to be clear: what we're doing is not best for children. " 
 
 
 



 
2/24/2021 12:44:01 
Elizabeth Anglin 
4800 University Dr 
27707 
 
"If social distancing guidelines cannot be guaranteed, you cannot reopen schools.  The health 
and safety of the community at large is more important than parents struggling to figure out 
homeschooling/child care for another year during a global pandemic." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:46:24 
Genevieve Southern 
1503 Alabama Ave  
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"I am very concerned at what seems like a rush to open schools to in person instruction while 
there is not a plan to ensure that all teachers and staff have access to vaccinations prior to 
opening. As it stands now, Durham county is just starting to open up phase 3 which includes 
DPS staff, and there is still a shortage of available vaccines. Opening the schools before staff has 
the opportunity to be fully vaccinated will result in illness and probably hospitalizations and 
deaths. Additionally, the plan for middle and high school students means they will just sit in 
front of a screen inside a school building a few days a month instead of at home. On the other 
side, the elementary schools face another extreme where they have to depend on many 
families choosing to stay remote if they are to be able to achieve proper distancing while in 
class. Moreover, this plan will disrupt the schooling of children who are staying remote, 
because there is no certainty that they will stay with the same teachers which is one of the few 
senses of stability they‚Äôve had this year. I feel that the objections of a loud minority have 
pressured the government and the school board to believe that most people are clamoring to 
go back to schools when the truth is that many pills show that most families are satisfied with 
the current situation. Please reconsider the reopening date and make sure teachers and staff 
are protected. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 12:56:34 
Morgan Carney 
235 Erlwood Way #203 
Durham, NC 
 



"Hello School Board Members, 
 
There are so many things I could address. I'd like to focus on the science since that was 
misrepresented during the last board meeting. I urge you to make a decision that complies with 
these scientific recommendations. 
 
As of 1pm on Wednesday 2/24/2021, the CDC‚Äôs Covid Tracking project showed that Durham 
county had 470 cases per 100,000 people over the past 7 days. https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-
data-tracker/#county-view  
 
The NCDHHS dashboard showed that over the past week, Durham County had a positivity rate 
of 5.6%. https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/testing  
 
The newest CDC indicators show that >100 cases per 100,000 people over the past 10 days 
indicates high transmission (red), and 5.0-7.9% positivity indicates moderate transmission 
(yellow). The guidelines clearly state that ‚ÄúIf the two indicators suggest different levels, the 
actions corresponding to the higher threshold should be chosen.‚Äù This means Durham is 
currently a "High Transmission/Red" county. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/schools-childcare/indicators.html  
 
The next step is to see what the recommendations are for "High Transmission/Red" counties. 
Under ‚ÄúHigh Transmission/Red‚Äù it states: 
- All schools: Universal and correct use of masks is required; physical distancing; hand-washing 
and respiratory etiquette; cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities; contact tracing in 
combination with isolation and quarantine. 
- Diagnostic testing: Symptomatic students, teachers, and staff and close contacts referred for 
diagnostic testing 
- Elementary schools in hybrid learning mode or reduced attendance. Physical distancing of 6 
feet or more is required. 
- Middle and high schools in virtual only instruction unless they can strictly implement all 
mitigation strategies, and have few cases. (Schools that are already open for in-person 
instruction can remain open, but only if they strictly implement mitigation strategies and have 
few cases.) Strict implementation of mitigation strategies refers to policies that require 
consistent and correct use of masks, physical distancing of at least 6 feet, all other key 
mitigation strategies. 
- Sports and extracurricular activities are virtual only. 
 
Table 2: Recommended Implementation of Mitigation Strategies and K-12 School Learning 
Modes by Level of Community Transmission for Schools That Do Not Implement Expanded 
Screening Testing 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-
strategy.html#learning-modes  
 



Thank you for all you do. Please keep our community safe." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 13:10:19 
Susan Branion 
4318 Taylor Hall Place 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517 
 
"If our kids can go back to school for in person learning, there is no reason not to allow parents 
to sit outside, wearing masks, 6 feet apart so we can watch our children play sports. ¬† 
 
This year has been full of hardships and disappointments, that just seem to keep on coming. ¬† 
This is an opportunity for you all to do something to bring some joy and a tiny bit of 
‚Äúnormal‚Äù back for many families. 
 
Monday night, the Jordan High School boys lacrosse team played a game in Durham County 
Stadium. That stadium is HUGE, and the fact that parents were not allowed in the stadium to 
watch their kids play is horrible and quite ridiculous. ¬†¬† 
 
I also know that football season is coming up. It would be EXTREMELY unfair if this rule changes 
just in time for football, and leaves out all of the other sports whose parents have been denied 
the ability to watch their children all this time. 
 
¬†Thank you for taking the time to read this." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 13:17:49 
Catherine Northup 
909 Elbridge Drive 
Raleigh 
 
"There are many concerns  that I have as a teacher. Because I am deemed "healthy" I don't get 
a choice on staying virtual or returning to school. This is unfair. I do NOT feel safe or prepared 
to return to school. I think that this was done ALLLLL too quickly and there has been not enough 
time to think about all steps and procedures that come with teaching children. We need this 
stuff thats being "offered" as PPE NOW... not 2 weeks into teaching." 
 
 
 



 
2/24/2021 13:18:26 
Durham Educator 
SW Durham 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I am a DPS educator. I feel demoralized, betrayed, and exploited. You betrayed our trust and 
have lost our respect. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 13:20:49 
Martha Figuerado 
11 Greystone Ct 
Durham 
 
"DPS is proud of its work around equity issues. The board's decision last Thursday devalues the 
lives of students and teachers and creates inequitable conditions for its employees. Staff who 
are able will lose their income over their lives. And those who cannot, will be forced into the 
classroom, unvaccinated and put in harm's way by this board. Make no mistake, the 
consequences of returning to school on March 15th will rest solely on your shoulders. We are 
begging you for our lives and the lives of our students. Educators make sacrifices every day. My 
life and my family's lives will not be one of them." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 13:35:47 
Scott Wegener 
6903 Wexford Woods Trl 
Raleigh, NC 27613 
 
"I watched the 'emergency session' February 18th and the subsequent surprise vote with 
extreme dismay and disgust.  It ignores public discourse, actual data using not-passed SB37 as a 
boogeyman to drive an agenda and arbitrary early opening date, while ignoring the fact that 
Durham County remains in Orange status with respect to COVID status per NC DHHS as of 
February 2021 ( https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/dashboard/COVID-19-County-Alert-
System-Report.pdf )  
 
The entire session appeared to be pre-meditated and ignored any and all concerns brought to 
the table, as well as violating the Board's policy and state law.  There are no exceptions for 
taking action without public knowledge and comment, so no vote on in-person learning should 



have occurred at all, even while it was stated 'there will be no public comment period' for the 
meeting.  https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=dps_new&s=569929 
 
Further, the very bill being discussed, SB37, was not and is not expected to become law as is, so 
no 'emergency condition' actually existed, per state law (143-318.12).   
 
I did not see an acknowledgement or presentment of actual data, nor an itemized list of 
changes and procedures to quantifiably reduce risk as part of any plan, but instead what I heard 
in that meeting made it apparent that some board members were being pushed, or took it 
upon themselves, to drive an agenda to open schools at an early date regardless of the 
consequences, and without time (or funds?) to make changes in order to significantly mitigate 
risk.  I can only hope those board members personally will be at each school and will be held 
liable and accountable for any sickness that occurs as a result of the current plan.  The 
statement by Mike Lee of 'my plan is clear' followed by his not even knowing the date of 
opening being referenced - was an embarrassing display of incompetence, while simultaneously 
brushing aside any raised concerns or amendment suggestions in order to push the vote ahead, 
one which should not even have occurred.   
 
I hope that at the very least, lawyers are standing by, and every DPS employee considers filing a 
grievance on all 3 counts: https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=dps_new&s=598646 
 A. A violation of state law as well of school board policy has occurred. 
 B. Employee's employment status has been adversely affected, requiring them to accept 
unnecessary health risks upon themselves, their family, and the community, or be forced to 
resign their position. 
 C. Conditions exist as a result of the board's plan jeopardizing not only employee health 
and safety, but that of their family and the broader community. 
  
The CDC and scientific community have acknowledged the lowest risk is remaining virtual while 
keeping distancing and masks as top risk reducers, with this plan putting teachers, students and 
their families to CDC's 'some, medium or higher risk' categories.  It is not even clear at this point 
which category DPS has chosen to push towards without a full publicly documented list by each 
and every school on what specific actual actions have been taken or will be in effect prior to in-
person learning.   
 
From the CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/schools.html 
"While fewer children than adults have had COVID-19 in the United States, the number of 
school-aged children with COVID-19 has been increasing.1 Children and adolescents can be 
infected with the virus that causes COVID-19, can get sick with COVID-19, and can spread the 
virus to others." 
As well as from NC DHHS: "Newer findings may suggest that younger children may be able to 
spread virus more than originally thought. " 
 



Again, from the CDC: "it is important to adopt and diligently implement actions to slow the 
spread of the virus that causes COVID-19 inside the school and out in the community." 
 
What exactly is DPS proposing, in detail, and how will the address this?  These questions should 
have had answers before any (illegal) emergency vote was undertaken, let alone a decision.   
Why is K-5 NOT social distancing?  What specific and documented recourse exists when 
students or others  ignore safety protocols such as suspension from in-person attendance?   
 
What ventilation and sanitation changes have been made it order to reduce risk?  Are all 
available restrooms and other high traffic areas, including classrooms, operating under 
improved ventilation and sanitization conditions?  Cleaning schedules, temperature checks 
daily on entry, separation of students and teachers in classrooms?  Reduced class sizes to allow 
proper separation and reduction of risk?  
Have physical barriers and on-floor markings been added to ALL student/teacher accessed 
areas? 
 
It is problematic to say the least that the school board held an unannounced vote without 
public comment and discourse, while ignoring objections raised by other board members.  Will 
they personally be on school premises daily to show their actual belief that risk is mitigated?  
Who will be held personally liable for when inevitably, someone gets sick, or worse, from the 
political decision to force in-person schooling to open before vaccinations take effect? 
 
It is further problematic that teachers have been given the option solely to resign if they wish to 
put their safety and that of their families above the seemingly political push to re-open schools 
prematurely or to a specific date that serves no purpose,  with Elementary schools opening only 
a short time before the next school break.  
 
There is no question that for many businesses, as well as for students and workers of all kinds, 
that a return to normalcy is desirable for a variety of reasons.  However, just as the First 
Amendment does not allow the freedom of speech to scream 'Fire!' in a movie theater, 
decisions by the board or the government must stop short of putting teachers, students and 
their families at additional risk.  Perhaps there is a number being used of 'acceptable losses' as a 
result - I would ask how many lives lost or irrevocably altered, by acting rashly and moving 
timelines forward, without publicly available and published information on actual itemized 
changes as well as assessment of how many will become ill or worse as a result - are 
acceptable?  I sincerely hope and would expect that the board members voting yes will 
volunteer to be first in line if this plan  is not reconsidered with all data and risk reduction 
measures being made publicly available for examination and dissemination. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 13:39:47 



Katherine C 
Milan Woods  
27704 
 
Please reconsider the start date until our teachers are vaccinated. We need more time to 
ensure the safety of our educators and families. Families are being forced to make a decision 
without having an idea of what in person could potentially look like. Many families were also 
unaware of Thursday‚Äôs  decision to reopen. Please remember that many of our families 
voices have still not been heard because of barriers.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 13:49:41 
Laura Kagan 
3 Rexing Ct 
Durham 
 
It is not safe to resume in person classes if social distancing cannot be provided 100% of the 
time. If teachers are not vaccinated; there will not be enough teachers to cover classes; and 
appropriate social distancing can‚Äôt happen. Schools need to be prepared to close when it 
happens or remain closed now.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 13:59:44 
Shanna Stinehour 
1901 Fountain Ridge Rd 
Chapel Hill, NC, 27517 
 
"I am writing as a DPS teacher and the parent of two children in elementary school. I 
understand the desire to return to the classroom, and want to do so SAFELY. Currently, Durham 
is currently in the red zone according to the CDC, which indicates that middle and high school 
should remain remote unless there is a plan in place to conduct regular testing of asymptomatic 
students and staff, and elementary should ensure social distancing, yet you are recklessly 
planning to require specialty high schools to return in person in a few weeks time and to put 
elementary on Plan A. Push back the reopening timeline date to May 1st to allow staff to get 
fully vaccinated, and develop a plan for regular COVID testing if opening while still in the CDC 
red zone. Voting on a plan last week without allowing public comment or input from educators 
was disrespectful and cowardly, but it‚Äôs not too late to do the right thing and wait until it is 
safe. In our classrooms, we encourage our students to own their mistakes, repair any harm 
done by their actions and work to restore damaged relationships. I invite our school board to 



do the same. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 14:02:33 
Susan Nobblitt 
1000 Cheviot Avenue 
durham, nc 27707 
 
"Please delay reopening schools until ALLL STAFF are vaccinated, which is projected to be true 
in mid-April" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 14:26:22 
Lanita G Wimberly 
4801 Danube Ln #437 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"1. Many of us understand that some parents need schools to open so that they can return to 
work. 2. Many teachers are also ready to go back to work. 3. HOWEVER, teachers want to 
return to a SAFE environment because no one wants to die. 4. It isn't fair to force teachers to 
take early retirement because they don't want to choose possible death. 5. Long Term 
Substitutes, who would replace teachers taking early retirement, are doomed either choice 
they make because while they are not, they are seen as disposible. 6. This is NOT the way to 
keep good teachers. 7. Decisions like this are why people keep choosing charter and private 
schools." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 14:30:48 
Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 
5117 STARCROSS LN 
DURHAM 
 
"Be careful what you wish for as you try to send teachers back into unsafe teaching conditions.  
Nobody will be able to convince me that the goal for returning to schools immediately is to 
address ‚Äúlearning loss.‚Äù Educators know that students will not miraculously ‚Äúlearn‚Äù 
because they are back in a school building for a few months. Students who were not 
‚Äúlearning‚Äù during the pandemic are largely going to fall into the category of those who 



were not learning pre-pandemic. Let‚Äôs not use the pandemic as an excuse for what was not 
working pre-COVID19. Putting students in a room with a teacher who is anxious and feeling 
unsupported by their employer is asking for a disaster. The only learning loss I see is coming 
from those who seem to have forgotten that the same teachers that they put on a pedestal in 
August are the people they are so quick to put in harm‚Äôs way now. Teachers who were 
already feeling emotionally exhausted and disrespected are at their tipping point. Go ahead and 
push them, but don‚Äôt be surprised if there aren‚Äôt enough teachers left to open school 
buildings next fall. Be careful what you wish for. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 14:40:16 
Sarah Miller 
Academy Ridge Drive 
Durham 
 
"To ensure a safe return to in-person learning, I want to encourage the DPS board and 
leadership to utilize and support the DPS Volunteer Medical Corp, a fantastic organization that 
has, for months, been providing DPS learning centers and athletics with support in arrival 
screening, management of ill students, and PPE distribution. Huge thanks to the amazing Cathi 
Sanders for creating this invaluable organization that is mobilizing the community to address 
the unmet public health needs in DPS schools." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 14:43:17 
Leah Erlbaum 
1209 N Duke St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I'm a 5th grade teacher in¬†DPS, and I would love to go back to school in-person-- but not like 
this, and definitely not right now. Please exercise strong leadership on Feb. 25th and choose to 
postpone reopening until April, at least, so we can keep ourselves safe and prepare for this 
transition.¬† 
 
Even just a more few weeks will allow thousands more teachers to get vaccinated. It will allow 
us to finish Quarter 3 with the students we have built relationships with throughout¬†the 
school year, and maintain consistency.¬† It will give us time to prepare for quality in-person 
instruction-- which is currently filled with innumerable unknowns.¬† 
 



I personally don't know whether I'll be teaching virtually or in-person in two weeks. I don't 
know which students I will have to abruptly say goodbye to. If I teach in person, I will have just 
two days to alter lesson plans and set up a classroom. If I teach virtually, I will be required to 
teach from the school building along with other unvaccinated teachers and about 50% of the 
student body. I will be teaching on Zoom with a face mask and face shield in a classroom that 
does not have any windows that open or adequate ventilation. Either way, I will spend the last 
two weeks of Quarter¬†3 getting to know new students, studying new IEPs and 504s, building 
community with¬†a new¬†group of learners-- instead of wrapping up academic learning that 
we'd thoughtfully paced for virtual learning.¬† Any of these situations are incredibly unfair to 
staff and to students.¬† 
 
Last week's sudden¬†decision and unnecessarily¬†rushed timeline will risk the safety of 
students and staff, and will be incredibly disruptive both emotionally and academically for 
students, who have already had a chaotic year. If we are going to make big changes, please 
push back the date for reopening until April so that we can all move forward fully prepared, 
safe, and enthusiastically.¬†" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 14:47:56 
Hayley Filegar 
824 Berwyn Avenue 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"Teachers are feeling disposable, unvalued and absolutely blindsided by last week‚Äôs decision. 
We are on track to get 2,000+ more school personnel vaccinated in the next few weeks. We 
CAN do this safely, but a rushed re-opening with teachers watching from the sidelines as 
decisions are being made is not it. I am asking you, respectfully, to consider ALL voices, not just 
the loud, privileged voices you have been receiving countless emails and pressure from over the 
past few weeks. Please delay opening until May 1st and consider EVERYONE'S safety. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 14:48:53 
morghean mcphail 
3201 oxford Drive 
durham 
 
"The hits just keep on coming.  After apologizing for keeping teachers out of the loop with 
regard to communication,  yesterday's DPS webinars further complicated and confused many 



elementary teachers.  Dr. Monk went into great detail about the need for social distancing, 
then merely glanced over the next slide that indicated that 6-feet social distancing is not a 
requirement in elementary schools.  We then went onto a core-instruction webinar that was all 
about Hybrid Instruction, when nothing at all had been said to elementary teachers about 
teaching in the hybrid format.  Every day seems to bring a new insult, a new wrinkle, a greater 
lack of clarity and further erosion of trust.  Rushing forward into the unknown has not produced 
anything but a sense of chaos, anxiety and anger. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 14:56:37 
Nuneya  Biznith 
1014 N Elizabeth Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"Your decision to send teachers back into the building (don't lie and say you're giving them 
options when you and I both know those options are to return, retire, or resign) is ridiculous. 
No one bats an eye about college professors teaching virtually, yet we all think it's the crisis of 
the century that high school teachers do their job from the safety of their homes. In a year that-
-without question--sucks, please just let your teachers stick to the routine they have spent 
many unpaid hours crafting for themselves and their students. In an ideal world, there would 
be no school boards. There would be a board consisting of 50% directly-elected teachers, and 
50% directly-elected students (at least at the secondary level). People who have never worked 
as a teacher have no business making education-related decisions. I fart in your general 
direction." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:02:04 
Tom Johnson 
9815 Swarthmore Rd 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I understand that there is a real need to open schools as quickly as possible, for both Durham 
students and families.  I hope that the Durham BOE is able to do this, but it is critically 
important that we work to make sure teachers, administrators and all other staff are vaccinated 
so that they will be safe in our school environments. Please work to insure that DPS are 
vaccinated as soon as possible.  For any teachers/admins/staff who cannot return safely to the 
school setting due to pre-existing conditions, please insure that there are continuing 
opportunities to work.  Thank you. " 
 



 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:04:17 
Mika Hunter Twietmeyer 
2009 CAROLINA AVE 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"DPS Board, my comments today are focused on communication with staff and families 
regarding re-opening. Since the last time you met, last Thursday, information has already 
changed with regards to the nature of virtual learning, if that is the choice made by families. 
Similarly, DPS has not clearly explained what in-person learning would look like. It will not look 
like it did in March 2020. Information is being shared before it is finalized and creating an 
environment where families and staff are not able to make informed decisions. There is a lot of 
misinformation out there, as was indicated by Dr. Mubenga, during his presentation on 
Wednesday. Please provide more information to all stakeholders so they understand what 
school will look like. For example, please share that there will only be between 10-14 in-person 
days for each high school co-hort. Thank you.  Mika Hunter Twietmeyer, 2019 Teacher of the 
Year, Strategic Plan Goal 4A Team Member" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:07:41 
Elementary Teacher 
Durham  
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"Thank you Natalie and Matt for advocating for teachers. Thanks to the rest of the board for 
gambling with our lives. Teachers weren't given a choice in this. We were given an ultimatum to 
come in person or resign. Parents should realize they're sending students back to schools that 
have no real plans to receive them.  I still have not heard any plan of how my school is 
operating. Your kids will be zooming from a classroom instead of your house. Thank you for 
confirming we're just babysitters to you, especially those with non-working stay at home 
parents and others with the means to keep students virtual. There is no plan if we need to be 
out or get sick, your kids will just be spread amongst other teachers causing more stress, fatigue 
and crowded rooms. You showed your weakness and rushed into something we're not 
prepared for, this will be a dumpster fire. We've been specifically told there is no realistic 
possibility of social distancing in classrooms, despite what the board and district are telling the 
community. People are going to get sick. Teachers need to be vaccinated.   " 
 
 
 



 
2/24/2021 15:12:01 
DPS Teacher  
Miami Blvd  
Durham 
 
Teachers won‚Äôt be fully vaccinated before they are forced to be back in person. Teachers sat 
in a zoom with Dps higher ups explaining how much they care about us and how important we 
are while they‚Äôre comfortably isolated in their offices. I hope I don‚Äôt hear they were part 
of the 205 first wave vaccinated while leaving us lowly teachers high and dry.  They shared a 
plan for safety and social distancing that sounds good on paper but is impossible in practice. 
We were told as much by school based admin that social distancing won‚Äôt be happening in 
rooms and lunch will be eaten masks off in classrooms with poor ventilation. We had a PD 
afterward that lasted only 12 minutes explaining how we were supposed to teach once back in 
the room. I‚Äôd say this plan  is a joke except there isn‚Äôt a plan.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:15:02 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Durham, 27703 
 
"Dear Board Members, I am writing to ask you to consider delaying the date of returning to in-
person instruction in order to allow all school employees a chance to receive both doses of the 
vaccine. I miss seeing my students dearly but after last week's board meeting I am now put into 
a position where I have to make the difficult choice between a job and community I love and 
the safety of myself and my loved ones. My family would feel a lot safer if I could make this 
return vaccinated. I would feel more prepared to see my students smiling faces in person. I 
understand the need to return and I have the desire to but I want to be allowed to do so in the 
safest way possible. Please reconsider the dates that were voted on in last week's meeting to 
allow time to ensure that teachers can return as safely as possible. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:16:53 
Erica Luetzow-Coward 
1702 Delaware Ave 
Durham, NC 27705 
 



"Please delay the start of elementary school and specialty schools to allow time for us to truly 
get ready for students and for teachers to ACTUALLY have time to be vaccinated as another 
layer of protection for staff, students, and families. 
 
As a DPS elementary school specials teacher who has contact with each and every child in the 
building, the decision made by the school board last week directly impacts me.  The decision to 
reopen was reached without public comment and without genuine teacher input and has 
caused a severe break of trust with many, many of the teachers that you and the DPS central 
office refer to repeatedly as "the heart of DPS."  The reopening timeline set forth for 
elementary school is simply unrealistic; it feels slapdash, overwhelming, and is utterly 
impossible to accomplish in a thoughtful, conscientious manner.  The fact that we could have 
full classrooms of 20+ kids is greatly concerning as there is absolutely no way to maintain any 
meaningful social distancing in that type of environment. 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:21:20 
A. Lloyd 
Wedgedale Ave 
Durham,  NC 
 
"How do you all expect the parents to make a detrimental decision without you all providing 
pertinent info regarding what is to be expected when we send our babies to school to be taught 
in-person?  
Do you all have the funds to be properly staffed for this decision? 
Do you all have qualified staff and Nurses to be available to provide for ALL the schools in DPS? 
Will they be on-site everyday to help with diagnosis of symptoms? 
I think it's asinine for you all to expect parents/guardians to make a decision with NO real 
information or plans for this transition. We need informative answers to make such a 
detrimental decision that affects the lives of our babies and our families well being overall. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:34:50 
N/A 
N/A 
Durham NC 
 



"The lack of understanding about what happens in the classrooms is evident. If you think it is 
effective to teach virtually and in person while simultaneously you are out of touch. It is clear 
this was done to keep students from leaving DPS but no longer worrying about important 
health and safety precautions such as outdoor learning and social distancing by being on plan A 
is not taking teachers health into consideration. We need social distancing. We need safe air. 
We need as much outdoor time as we can get. Most importantly, we need the vaccine. It is so 
stressful to constantly refresh a webpage hoping that an appointment will pop up. I would be 
happy and relieved to go back to school if I felt safe and I trusted my leaders, but I do not.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:38:52 
Meredith Schartz 
Wood Valley Court 
Durham 
 
"As a teacher at one of the DPS elementary schools, I am concerned for the safety of students 
and staff. If possible, it would be helpful to push the start date back until more staff are 
vaccinated, fully. If that is too far, then pushing the start day back to quarter 4 would be 
beneficial so students do not have their learning disrupted in the middle of units by switching 
teachers. Many of us our concerned about this switch, especially at this time of the year. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:43:54 
Amber Tovar 
Thistlerock Lane 
Durham, NC 
 
"It is my hope that the board will reconsider the plan for reopening. The staff members 
responsible for its implementation should have been considered and consulted with before 
making a decision. The current plan is not in compliance with the CDC's "K-12 School 
Operational Strategy" nor SB37. DPS needs more time to develop a plan that is feasible without 
risking people's lives." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:48:40 
Anonymous Teacher 
Anonymous  



28706 
 
"How‚Äôs this:  
 
DPS Should have consulted teachers before throwing an ill prepared plan to return to work in 
2weeks  (then head off to spring break and then return).  You school board folks, 
superintendent, and assistant superintendents are not teachers and you have NO IDEA the 
anxiety, anger, betrayal, and feeling of being overwhelmed that you have caused. And please, 
thanking us for being forced back to work is not necessary. That‚Äôs as offensive as praying for 
us that we don‚Äôt get sick." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:52:22 
Teacher Durham Public Schools 
Wilson Street 
Durham NC 27705 
 
What is the plan when teachers get sick? All I have heard is there are no subs and no plan. Since 
certain members of the board have been ready and willing to send us back without a safe plan I 
hope they are ready to step up and sub when teachers get sick or stop showing up. It's 
laughable that you all vote from the comfort of your own homes for others to return to work in 
person. All teachers have had parents knowingly send sick and contagious kids to school in the 
past because they have things to do. How will this be any different? They'll give kids meds to 
reduce their fever and pass temperature screenings and spread what they have around. I've 
had plenty of parents repeatedly send back sick kids. They didn't care about my health then 
why should I believe they do now?  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:53:56 
Michael Staats 
2201 Mont Haven Dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"It is not acceptable to place teachers and families at risk by bringing us back to school 
prematurely. The numbers simply do not support it, thus is a cluster F#CK at best. I am primary 
caregiver to 2 DPS students and two elderly parents who live with us, I am also a teacher. Who 
takes care of my family when I get sick or die? As the decision makers every death or new case 
is directly your responsibility." 
 



 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:54:18 
John Stanley 
2107 Hillandale Rd 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"Being a teacher and as a father of 3 DPS students and caregiver to two elderly parents who live 
with me, what assurance do I have that dps will take care of my family if I get sick and die?" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 15:58:00 
Richard Wyatt 
102 E Delafield Ave 
Durham 
 
"You all should be ashamed of yourselves for the chaos you have unleashed on our principals, 
teachers, students and parents. You should be ashamed of the fraudulent "emergency" 
meeting you used to dodge public input on your vote. You should be ashamed at the short time 
you have put forth for the hard working people of DPS to implement a non existent return plan. 
You should be ashamed of doing all this while still refusing to meet in person yourselves. You 
are cowards. You should all resign and allow competent people to develop a plan to reopen 
schools that is thought out and detailed, not left to each school principal to call parents begging 
them not to return so she can keep class sizes down. For shame for shame for shame. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:07:39 
Jo-Ann Hodges 
169 Fox Glove 
Pittsboro NC  27312 
 
Will you think about school being virtual 7-10 days after spring break to make sure all those 
people that went on vacation are ok and not get our teachers sick? 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:08:10 



Sean O‚ÄôNeill 
504 Wildwood Drive  
Durham, NC, 27712 
 
"To the point... 
How can you justify bringing back Elementry students full time all week with no rotation? 
These are children that don‚Äôt fully understand why they need to social distance.  
Mean while middle school and high school will go back on a rotation. Young adults that 
understand social distancing and why they should do it. While they may ignore it they do 
understand.  
How will you maintain proper social distancing in elementary with full class rooms and limited 
staff? 
How will you maintain proper social distancing in the lunch rooms? They are chaos under 
normal conditions, now kids will be to close together with no masks on! 
NC restaurants are functioning at half capacity, this should be no different but you choose to 
ignore it! 
Where will the budget come from to cover all the sanitation chemicals and equipment you will 
need to protect the Elementry schools? 
These are products that are still in extreme demand and prices have doubled over the last year 
with supply still being limited.  
Last if you have these answers, where are these plans? Why haven‚Äôt they been made aware 
to the parents of these children.  
If you don‚Äôt have any of these answers, or just make it up as you go along, how dare you 
have the tenacity to endanger the children!  Especially Elementry students, all kids have 
immune compromised systems, that means they get sick easy. I‚Äôm assuming you needed that 
explanation.  
You left parents with no safe choice! Your options are not any real choice at all.  
You should be ashamed of yourselves. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:26:29 
Anonymous 
NA 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a teacher at Githens Middle School.  SB37 will likely be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats 
may well sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively 
surrendered to the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers 
back into school buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should 
have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means 
pushing the reopening date back, especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and 



EC teachers and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of 
your responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning 
until we can reduce risk and save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:27:34 
Russell Paugh 
923 Snow Hill Road 
Durham 
 
With cohorts and shutdown days how will students benefit from 12 days of in person 
instruction for the year? Returning to in person will simply stress everyone more and create 
another upheaval we all have to go through this year. You are replacing one trauma with 
another. 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:30:46 
Rory McElroy 
Foresight Drive 
Cary, NC 27519 
 
"The lack of transparency and condescension by the DPS leadership has been frustrating as an 
employee. We don't need prayers and hopes and talks of mindfulness when the BOE hasn't 
even been holding meetings in person.  This is premature, not proactive. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:32:02 
Valeria Gutierrez 
1913 Hart st 
Durham,NC 27703 
 
"Yo tengo una pregunta les pidieron su opini√≥n a los maestros, que si ellos quer√≠an regresar 
a la escuela . 
Creo que al igual que los padre su respuesta cuenta mucho ,por que todos queremos 
protegernos y proteger a nuestra familia y la verdad no ser√≠a justo que no se tomaran en 
cuenta ya que son parte importante en la educaci√≥n de nuestros hijos . 



Y si abrieran las escuelas tambi√©n les deber√≠an dar un tiempo para preparase para esta 
nueva etapa de ense√±anza." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:36:57 
Robert J. Hartman 
2100 Sprunt Ave 
Durham 
 
"I am extremely disappointed in the Board's rash decision to offer in person learning and the 
plans developed by the DPS administration. Our three children- attending three different 
schools, each with their own unique learning needs (one AIG and one with an IEP)- are all very 
well supported in the virtual learning environment by the teachers and staff. I am extremely 
concerned about the disruption to their learning that this abrupt change will cause. We are 
choosing to keep our children at home because the plans in place do not support the safety of 
our children, family, teachers, and greater Durham community. I am hopeful that you will 
examine the latest evidence published this week, critically review the DPS metrics and decide to 
delay in person learning until the next school year or at least until teachers are vaccinated and 
you ensure a safe learning environment in schools." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:43:31 
Elizabeth McKeel 
South Durham 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"On February 10, the day Governor Cooper announced that teachers would soon be eligible for 
the vaccine, DPS employees received an email from the DPS communications office asking us to 
wait and not call the health department or put ourselves on the waitlist yet. I trusted my 
employer of 15 years would have my safety and best interest in mind and waited. It was a huge 
betrayal of trust to discover a week after we were given the advice to wait that plans were 
already in the works to return in person. Elementary teachers will be back in-person with full 
class sizes and a normal school day schedule for four days a week before we have a chance to 
be fully or, for some, partially vaccinated. We did not receive another vaccine update email 
until February 22 which means that some school personnel may not be able to schedule an 
appointment until March or later based on DPS's priority phases. Please consider pushing the 
start date back to allow for enough time for teachers to be vaccinated." 
 
 



 
 
2/24/2021 16:49:16 
Gabrielle Tiffin 
305 ninth st 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
I am a DPS teacher. I urge you to reconsider the reckless decision you made last week. It's clear 
you don't value educators' safety or input. The fact that no social distancing is required in the 
Elementary level is abhorrent and parents have not been communicated to clearly about this 
risk. Teachers are feeling frustrated and upset about the lack of transparency in this process 
and the lack of concern for student and teacher wellbeing. Students will need to learn a new 
routine with 3 months left in the year. This negates all the work I've done to build relationships 
and get to know my students' strengths. 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:49:39 
Sam Bernhard 
2404 Farthing St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"Near the end of last week's emergency meeting, one of the board members issued the 
following apology to the educators she voted to put in unneeded risk: "I hear you. You were not 
engaged the way we should have engaged you...for whatever reasons, we failed you. There's 
definitely a lack of trust that needs to be addressed, and I hope we can do that."  
 
To this board member, and the other four who voted to reopen schools without consulting DPS 
educators, your apology is rejected and any lip service you pay to caring for your staff is 
dismissed. In January, the board made a decision to remain virtual for the rest of the year. 
Based on this information, DPS staffers have made serious life decisions (childcare, weddings, 
time with family) and serious professional ones (staying in DPS, planning for the rest of the 
year). 
 
When this board member apologized to DPS educators for reversing this decision, essentially 
breaking a promise and betraying their trust, her apology went out to 5000 staffers at once, the 
vast majority of whom she doesn't know, has never seen, and will never speak with.  
 
Imagine a teacher trying to do the same thing. At the beginning of this year, I promised to see 
my students through remote learning and into the summer. Now, if I choose to prioritize my 
safety and resign, I have broken my promise to over 100 students, who know, trust, and rely on 
me to be there for them. Unlike the board, I cannot break my promise. Because I care too much 



and because I feel responsibility for those I've made promises to, my choice has been 
effectively taken away. I can't leave my students to fend for themselves. 
 
The Board's meeting last week was pathetic. There was a lack of data and logic, and a clear 
misunderstanding of pedagogy, CDC guidelines, and leadership.  
 
In the days since, the most common explanation I've seen for why we need to reopen schools 
to prevent more students from leaving DPS. I wonder how many students will leave DPS when 
the district's most valuable asset, good teachers, find somewhere else that will offer them more 
money, more resources, and, as it turns out, more care. 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 16:52:37 
Jennie Marcum 
304 Snughill Ct 
27302 
 
"Dear school board Members, 
DPS staff should have the opportunity to be vaccinated with both doses before returning, even 
if it means pushing the reopening date back, especially for separate setting EC teachers and 
students.  
 
EC separate setting staff will need to be in close physical proximity to aide our students in 
personal hygiene, learning objectives, provide hands on help during behavior crisis and protect 
our students from making physical contact with one another.  
 
Risking the lives of DPS staff and students does not seem reasonable considering these factors. 
The risk would be reduced by allowing teachers the time to receive both doses. Again, please 
do not open school buildings to in-person learning until we can reduce risk and save lives 
through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jennie Marcum" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 17:44:39 
Valeria Gutierrez 



1913 Hart st 
Durham,NC 27703 
 
"Yo tengo una pregunta les pidieron su opini√≥n a los maestros, que si ellos quer√≠an regresar 
a la escuela . 
Creo que al igual que los padre su respuesta cuenta mucho ,por que todos queremos 
protegernos y proteger a nuestra familia y la verdad no ser√≠a justo que no se tomaran en 
cuenta ya que son parte importante en la educaci√≥n de nuestros hijos . 
Y si abrieran las escuelas tambi√©n les deber√≠an dar un tiempo para preparase para esta 
nueva etapa de ense√±anza." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 17:56:53 
DPS educator and parent 
Durham 
27703 
 
Last week we all watched the board meeting where we were told this was being called plan A 
but it wasn‚Äôt really a plan A because there would be social distancing involved. This week 
information was shared with teachers that 6 feet social distancing will be expected in public 
areas but may not be feasible inside all classrooms for elementary students. The social 
distancing can be as little as 2 feet. Not requiring 6 feet of social distancing inside every 
classroom goes against our state guidelines as well as the new CDC safe schools guidelines. Not 
requiring this is the very reason Cooper refused to sign the new legislation. As a parent I feel 
frustrated because our board voted based on the information that social distancing was part of 
this plan (not just in hallways and cafeterias). As teachers we knew that having a goal of social 
distancing and it actually happening with our limited resources are two different things. Going 
back into spaces without 6ft social distancing is not excepted anywhere in the country why is it 
ok for our staff and students? Will the board hold meetings sitting in rooms without 6ft of social 
distancing? Please reconsider this unsafe plan.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 18:45:58 
Katherine C 
Milan Woods  
27704 
 
Please reconsider the start date until our teachers are vaccinated. We need more time to 
ensure the safety of our educators and families. Families are being forced to make a decision 



without having an idea of what in person could potentially look like. Many families were also 
unaware of Thursday‚Äôs  decision to reopen. Please remember that many of our families 
voices have still not been heard because of barriers.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 18:47:42 
Julie Maxwell 
119 Jennel Way 
Durham, N.C. 27707 
 
"I hope that DPS will be able to communicate more thorough plans to mitigate the spread of 
Covid before staff and students return to our school buildings. I understand that we have a 
tanker load of hand sanitizer and that some schools have improved HVAC filters but have not 
heard about plans to test staff, contact trace, and quarantine. I hope that families will be made 
aware of the importance of self reporting Covid exposure. I wonder if it is clear to the 
community that plan A does not require elementary school classrooms to have reduced class 
sizes or social distancing? I know that it is possible to return safely for in person learning but we 
need a plan that mitigates the risks of spreading the virus for the safety of our students, our 
teachers, and our Durham community.  
 
P.S. please see if we can do a district wide survey of windows to make sure as many as possible 
are operational with screens and require that classes or groups of staff do not meet in 
windowless rooms.  
 
Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 19:17:59 
Pamela Webb 
55 Crystal Oaks Court, 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Sadly, this all feels quite nefarious to me and I actually feel betrayed. Information is released 
cloak-and-dagger to parents first with no known teacher input, and then we find out today that 
the 6 foot social distancing doesn't really apply to elementary schools. It also appears that we 
will have to be teaching hybrid, so each teacher will be responsible for in-person lessons as well 
as remote. That is the most heinous model imaginable for student learning and teacher sanity, 
but perhaps I'm making an assumption and we all know what that does. 



I have been in education for over 30 years and I feel I have adapted readily and quickly to most 
of what has been thrown at me. That's what teachers do. However, this mad rush for in-person 
learning is not well thought out and there doesn't seem to be a real plan for safe 
implementation. It is mostly being left up to each school to figure out. My biggest concern at 
this point in the year is that students will not actually benefit from this upheaval. As mentioned 
before, having teachers teach remotely as well as in-person is the worst possible scenario. If 
classes are to be reorganized and students redistributed  it means new classes and students for 
every teacher when we're already two-thirds of the way through the year! Let us work with the 
learning communities we have already built for this year and begin anew next year with a well 
thought out plan in place." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 19:27:45 
Juana rosas  
2224 Lafayette St,  
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
Hola buenas tardes mi nombre es juana  rosas  y mis hijos  est√°n en los grados 5y8   mi 
opini√≥n es  que  es muy pronto  para  abrir  las escuelas  el 15 de marzo  den  un  poco  m√°s 
de tiempo  al  personal  para  vacunarse  y a los  directores  para  dirigir  la planificaci√≥n  de  la  
seguridad de  las  escuelas  se  necesita  planear  m√°s  detalles  marzo  es  demasiado  pronto   
por favor  tomen  en  cuenta  todas  nuestras  preocupaciones  a los  padres  qu√©  no estamos  
de  acuerdo  en que  nuestros  hijos  entren  ya  que queremos   ir m√°s despacio  y aser  esto  
bien  espero  que escuchen  mi  humilde  opini√≥n  ya  que yo  en  lo  personal  perd√≠  un  
familiar  y  mi  esposo  perdi√≥  5  personas   de una  sola  familia  por  el  virus  yo se  que  no  
ser√°  lo  mismo   pero  ay  que  ponernos  a  pensar en  nuestras  familias  adultas  con  
condiciones  de  salud  quiz√°s  nuestros  ni√±os  no  puedan sentir  los s√≠ntomas  pero  quiz√°s  
pueden  ser portadores   sin  que  nos demos  cuenta  los ni√±os  y los maestros  y el  personal  
de  las  escuelas  pueden  tener   a sus  abuelos  y a sus padres  ya  adultos  pensemos  en  todos  
nosotros  yo  digo  esperar  un  poco  m√°s  para  el regreso   y que  este  lista  la  vacuna  esa  es  
mi  humilde  opini√≥n   espero  que  entiendan  y comprendan  mi preocupaci√≥n  y gracias   por  
escuchar  espero  no  ofender  a nadie y gracias  por  su atenci√≥n  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 19:33:40 
Elizabeth Husketh 
903 Ingram Ct. 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
 



I am a DPS elementary media coordinator who is also responsible for supporting technology in 
our school. I have never experienced a more stressful or divisive week. I implore you to push 
back the elementary start date until all willing teachers are fully vaccinated. The minimal 
classroom social distancing of Plan A is unsafe and irresponsible.  Forcing staff back to the 
building in these untenable conditions is harmful for students and teachers. Risking the lives of 
DPS staff and your community is unconscionable.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 19:37:42 
anonymous teacher 
anonymous  
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Hurt is an understatement. Betrayed and shocked are better descriptors, but still don't scratch 
the surface. What happened to less than 4%? What happened to return at semester switch or 
nothing? You didn't ask educators or people that report to work. Nothing has been done to 
HVAC systems (filters are not enough). No one has confirmed protocol for anything. My 
resignation is written. Do you care that you WILL lose teachers or just that DPS has lost students 
this year? Please keep your word. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 20:00:33 
Anonymous 
7503 Montibillo Pkwy 
Durham, NC. 27713 
 
"Thank you for making the difficult, but necessary decision to move forward with reopening 
Durham Public Schools for in-person instruction for the remainder of the school year.   
 
There are many lessons learned about how our school system has managed this pandemic and 
we should study them further at some point & share findings.  But for now, the science is clear 
that we can reopen schools safely and some kids need whatever in-person learning they can get 
to salvage this school year.  Not to mention that we really need to practice our reopening skills 
so that we can have a smoother start to the 2021-2022 school year ahead. 
 
I would welcome a shift in School Board meeting dialogue from away delay tactics.  Instead, 
let's start sharing information about how DPS can partner with the community to obtain 
additional PPE, vaccinate school staff quickly, secure volunteers to help with daily screening, 



fund-raise to create outdoor learning spaces or really anything that will provide reassurance 
that we are serious about returning to in-person learning.   
 
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 20:04:38 
Calethea Vinson 
Stream side rd 
Raleigh NC 27613 
 
"The return to in-person learning is inevitable and I completely understand drafting a plan. 
What is frustrating is being told a plan and that plan being voted on without it being fully 
developed. Here we are 1 week later and all we still know is that we will be returning to 
buildings on  March 8th. Two weeks before the end of the quarter, before all teachers can be 
fully vaccinated and with no real implementation plan explained to teachers. I can‚Äôt be 
expected to build the plane while flying it without any draft or flight plan. Changing the return 
to in-person date to after Spring Break would give teachers a chance to be fully vaccinated and 
allow for more detailed planning. Teachers need more than a week to prepare to do what they 
have never done before. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 20:08:59 
Allison Jaillet 
Guess Rd 
27705 
 
"Shame on you. For destroying our trust and not having faith in our ability to do our jobs. For 
pretending to care for so long. For trying to guilt us into returning, saying we'll lose our jobs for 
not being in a classroom.  Shame on you for pretending you were doing this to support students 
when really it was political. Every illness will rest on your souls. You're worried about losing 
students when you should have been worried about losing teachers. Every reason you've 
provided is cherry picked science for your own interests and you have failed the entire 
community. There is still a pandemic being in a classroom stuck on a computer will fix nothing." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 20:40:18 



Andrea Ginsberg 
7523 Chesley Ln 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Hi, my name is Andrea Ginsberg and my children are in grades 8 and 10 in DPS. I do not 
support the rush to reopen schools on March 15th and am very concerned about how 
disruptive this change will be for everyone, whether they stay remote or attend in person. 
Schools need time to plan for so many logistics around reopening, including comprehensive 
safety plans that address not just safe classrooms but buses, meals, and other building issues. 
Schools also need time to set a clear strategy for juggling remote and in-person students. To 
date, communication about how schools will maintain quality remote learning and add an in-
person component has been minimal, with too many unknowns. In a difficult year, what my 
kids need most right now is stability, especially as we head into the last quarter of the school 
year. I urge the school board to give principals time to plan well and communicate those plans 
with parents, and give staff time to get vaccinated and plan for a return to the classroom." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 21:19:26 
Yaquelin Basilio 
Destrier  Drive  
Durham NC  
 
"I am a DPS student and I want to let you know that we should not open schools. It is dangerous 
right now, especially for people who have family members with chronic diseases." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 21:30:43 
DPS Mom 
27705 
27705 
 
"Thank you for your ongoing work during this challenging time.  I'm writing to urge you to 
continue to move forward with a phased reopening beginning March 15th.  I know that since 
the last meeting you have received many emails and comments.  I believe that your decision 
was the right one, and I support the work that DPS has begun doing to achieve this goal.  " 
 
 
 
 



2/24/2021 21:43:43 
Bonnye Anthony  
604 Wellingham Drive 
DURHAM, NC 27713 
 
"Since Governor Cooper approved the increase in the numbers of attendees at outside athletic 
activities, will the school board approve for parents, family and friends the opportunity to 
attend outside sporting events at the 35% capacity allowance?" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 21:49:29 
Melissa Garrison 
5435 lake vista drive 
durham, nc 27712 
 
How dare you put my family's lives in danger when the data and science do not support our 
students or staff returning.  
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 22:01:26 
Paige Holt 
511 Ann Road 
Hillsborough 
 
"As a High School teacher in DPS, I am begging the board to postpone the building reopening 
date to allow all staff who want to the chance to be fully vaccinated. New studies are showing 
adults in schools are major drivers or COVID spread, so this is for everyone's safety. 
Furthermore, I don't think it is fair to disrupt secondary students' academic routines this close 
to the end of the year. I think they would benefit a lot more from in-person tutoring, office 
hours with teachers, and in-person social/emotional activities as opposed to an entirely new 
schedule once staff have had a chance to be vaccinated. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 22:02:27 
Tom DelViscio 
817 Burch Avenue  
Durham, NC 27701 



 
"I‚Äôm so heartened by the new trends in infection rates (declining) and the increased 
availability of vaccines. Although these developments are not a requirement for safe return to 
in-person school, I sincerely hope they alleviate the fear and anxiety of those who are wary of 
the returning. I also have to thank the board members who looked to science for their basis, 
and made the difficult call despite the vocal community members that oppose this change. 
It‚Äôs been a year and many other districts and organizations have made in-person work with 
risks minimized. Why not us?" 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 22:12:03 
Catherine Constantinou 
1123 Searstone Court 
Durham, NC, 27713 
 
"As a mom in a two person working family, I am deeply concerned that DPS does not have the 
time to fully protect teachers, and DPS employees for a March 15th opening. My husband and I 
cannot afford to get sick and certainly do not want our children sick. I would like an opportunity 
to get vaccinated and/or have a high percentage of teachers and employees vaccinated. 
Perhaps waiting for an April opening is prudent. " 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 23:01:56 
Patrick Murphy 
128 Canadian Court 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"In talking to other elementary school parents, it has become clear that DPS elementary schools 
are making vastly different plans for how to deliver in person instruction.  There have even 
been rumors of some elementary schools are planning to operate as learning centers, rather 
than provide in person instruction.  The district must take action immediately to ensure that in-
person instruction is available consistently and equitably across schools." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 23:05:42 
Holly Hardin 
4126 Chaucer Dr. 



Durham NC 27705 
 
"I am writing to demand no return to in-person schooling until all school workers have been 
able to be fully vaccinated*. This is the only safe option. 
¬† 
Furthermore, 
1) Plan A isn't safe. The district needs to quit¬†saying that elementary "isn't really in Plan A" 
because a school will naturally be distanced as some kids opt for remote. This is just bad 
math.** Unless we have more staff hired, then class sizes (the spaces where we spend all our 
time) will remain the same. 
 
2) Requiring remote teachers to come into buildings to teach is irresponsible and shows your 
lack of trust in teachers. Putting more adult bodies in an enclosed space is reckless. If the 
building can't run with the baseline number of adults needed to teach the students in person, 
then maybe it shouldn't be open. If we don't have subs or coverage- that is not the 
responsibility of fellow teachers who are also doing a full time job. If temperature checks need 
more people- that is because we don't have the nurses considered adequate for reopening. 
These things are a much bigger indication that this plan isn't feasible. 
 
3) This plan is less equitable than our current one. Many students of essential workers opted 
immediately to attend the DPS learning centers. This provided full time 5 day a week learning 
support for these students. Under the new plan, elementary will only have in person support 4 
days a week, while secondary will only have in person support 4 days every 15 days. These 
parents who needed this service most will now be scrambling for childcare under a plan that 
you say is more equitable. 
 
I could continue for pages, with many other concerns, as this plan is a disaster on multiple 
levels. I want to end by sharing a personal story- but one that's not unique as I've heard it 
repeated by teachers across the district. Last Friday, after I woke from a restless night following 
your decision, I checked my email to discover my previously granted health wavier was no 
longer guaranteed and I would also need to resubmit any health forms or requests. I was told I 
would find out on March 8th- the last day before we return in person. What was granted when 
conditions were much safer (Plan B and lower numbers) was now invalid despite higher 
numbers and Plan A. Not having enough staff should NOT magically make my needs for 
accommodation disappear. A few hours later, while I was teaching, we received an email that 
any new health forms from doctors needed to be in by Monday. We may be at home, but we 
teach children on Fridays and Monday, and in between is a weekend where businesses are 
closed. Please help me understand how making it virtually impossible for anyone to get the 
needed forms from their doctors and turned in is actually taking care of our staff. 
 
You will lose many invaluable teachers to resigning or retiring early if you move forward to this 
plan, which will be devastating to the future of DPS. Not to mention you might actually LOSE 
teachers, students or family members to Covid-19 which will never be recoverable. My students 
are learning every day, feel free to visit if you don't believe me. Just this week we examined 



butterfly wings, leaves, salt, our pets fur, and so much more under microscopes; we published 
books we researched and wrote in literacy; and we conquered fractions in math. We want to be 
in person with our students. Unfortunately, wanting something alone does not make it the best 
option.¬†The current plans- including no social distance in elementary- completely goes against 
CDC guidelines, fail to take social and emotional health into consideration, and are being shared 
in a way that feels secretive and even dishonest. Do the right thing. Return to Plan C and delay 
reopening till we are ALL safe. We are so close. 
 
Thank you, 
Holly Hardin 
4th/5th grade DPS teacher 
 
*including the 2 weeks to build immunity recommended by the CDC after the second shot: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html 
 
**MATH EXPLANATION:¬† I can't put¬†half my kids in one room and half in another and teach 
them all as I am only one person. In a school with 60 4th/5th graders and 3 teachers, if 20 kids 
choose in person- they will be put in a room with 1 teacher, while the other 2 teachers have the 
remaining 40 online. This means class size will remain fairly consistent. Teaching 20 eleven year 
olds in one room is definitely Plan A and is NOT safe." 
 
 
 
 
2/24/2021 23:07:07 
Holly Hardin 
4126 Chaucer Dr 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I am writing to demand no return to in-person schooling until all school workers have been 
able to be fully vaccinated*. This is the only safe option.¬† 
 
Furthermore, 
1) Plan A isn't safe. The district needs to quit¬†saying that elementary "isn't really in Plan A" 
because a school will naturally be distanced as some kids opt for remote. This is just bad 
math.** Unless we have more staff hired, then class sizes (the spaces where we spend all our 
time) will remain the same. 
 
2) Requiring remote teachers to come into buildings to teach is irresponsible and shows your 
lack of trust in teachers. Putting more adult bodies in an enclosed space is reckless. If the 
building can't run with the baseline number of adults needed to teach the students in person, 
then maybe it shouldn't be open. If we don't have subs or coverage- that is not the 
responsibility of fellow teachers who are also doing a full time job. If temperature checks need 



more people- that is because we don't have the nurses considered adequate for reopening. 
These things are a much bigger indication that this plan isn't feasible. 
 
3) This plan is less equitable than our current one. Many students of essential workers opted 
immediately to attend the DPS learning centers. This provided full time 5 day a week learning 
support for these students. Under the new plan, elementary will only have in person support 4 
days a week, while secondary will only have in person support 4 days every 15 days. These 
parents who needed this service most will now be scrambling for childcare under a plan that 
you say is more equitable. 
 
I could continue for pages, with many other concerns, as this plan is a disaster on multiple 
levels. I want to end by sharing a personal story- but one that's not unique as I've heard it 
repeated by teachers across the district. Last Friday, after I woke from a restless night following 
your decision, I checked my email to discover my previously granted health wavier was no 
longer guaranteed and I would also need to resubmit any health forms or requests. I was told I 
would find out on March 8th- the last day before we return in person. What was granted when 
conditions were much safer (Plan B and lower numbers) was now invalid despite higher 
numbers and Plan A. Not having enough staff should NOT magically make my needs for 
accommodation disappear. A few hours later, while I was teaching, we received an email that 
any new health forms from doctors needed to be in by Monday. We may be at home, but we 
teach children on Fridays and Monday, and in between is a weekend where businesses are 
closed. Please help me understand how making it virtually impossible for anyone to get the 
needed forms from their doctors and turned in is actually taking care of our staff. 
 
You will lose many invaluable teachers to resigning or retiring if you move forward to this plan, 
which will be devastating to the future of DPS. Not to mention you might actually LOSE 
teachers, students or family members to Covid-19 which will never be recoverable. My students 
are learning every day, feel free to visit if you don't believe me. Just this week we examined 
butterfly wings, leaves, salt, our pets fur, and so much more under microscopes; we published 
books we researched and wrote in literacy; and we conquered fractions in math. We want to be 
in person with our students. Unfortunately, wanting something alone does not make it the best 
option.¬†The current plans- including no social distance in elementary- completely goes against 
CDC guidelines, fail to take social and emotional health into consideration, and are being shared 
in a way that feels secretive and even dishonest. Do the right thing. Return to Plan C and delay 
reopening till we are ALL safe. We are so close. 
 
Thank you, 
Holly Hardin 
4th/5th grade DPS teacher 
 
*including the 2 weeks to build immunity recommended by the CDC after the second shot: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html 
**MATH EXPLANATION:¬† I can't put¬†half my kids in one room and half in another and teach 
them all as I am only one person. In a school with 60 4th/5th graders and 3 teachers, if 20 kids 



choose in person- they will be put in a room with 1 teacher, while the other 2 teachers have the 
remaining 40 online. This means class size will remain fairly consistent. Teaching 20 eleven year 
olds in one room is definitely Plan A and is NOT safe." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 2:15:01 
Susie Hatmaker 
2408 Cascadilla St 
27704 
 
"According to a Pew Research study just published on 2/24 (linked below for your review), 
views on reopening vary by class and race. 80% of Black respondents said to wait on reopening 
until all teachers have been vaccinated. Asian and Hispanic respondents also strongly favored 
waiting. For whites it was a 51-48 split in favor of waiting. When it comes to class, low income 
respondents were the most likely to say wait on reopening. The highest income respondents 
favored reopening ASAP the most. When I read this data and hear from our district 
administration that this sudden rush to reopen is about ‚Äúenrollment,‚Äù it becomes more 
clear than ever that this is not about learning or wellbeing, but about money. I would prefer this 
board be transparent about whose wishes we are prioritizing, and why. I would prefer this 
board take a bold stand to align with the best interests of teachers and the majority of students 
who we serve.  
 
Data source:  
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/02/24/more-
americans-now-say-academic-concerns-should-be-a-top-factor-in-deciding-to-reopen-k-12-
schools/%3famp=1" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 6:03:30 
Anonymous 
Durham  
Durham 
 
"The pandemic has highlighted many of the holes in our education system, mostly due to our 
state‚Äôs lack of funding. I want to shine a light on a major hole that desperately need to be 
addressed as we transition back to in-person school during a pandemic.  
 
We need at least 1 full time nurse at every school. With all the other ‚Äúfree jobs‚Äù we expect 
our teachers to do, it is irresponsible, unsafe, and unjust to expect teachers to also be nurses.  



 
As a former DPS employee, I can reflect on the day I with a PK class outside on the playground. 
When a child fell and started bleeding my first thought was ‚ÄúWhat day of the week is it 
today?!‚Äù hoping it was one of the 2/5 days our school had a nurse in the building.  
 
For so many other reasons, but especially now as we return to school during a pandemic, we 
need to prioritize that every school building had a full-time nurse." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 7:29:51 
Phillip Stafford 
2500 W Club Blvd 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"Remote learning is not working. Huge numbers of kids are failing. It‚Äôs time to rebuild our 
classroom community, and we have to start somewhere. Science and experience have shown 
that schools can be opened safely now, without teacher vaccinations or ventilation upgrades. 
 
Teachers are essential, and we support them.  They should have abundant PPE, sanitizers, and 
cleaners.  Teachers should be prioritized for vaccines now.  However, the school system serves 
the students, and their needs for effective education and the long process of putting the 
classroom community back together can not wait. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 7:42:09 
Margaret Burns 
3613 Ramblewood Ave 
Durham, NC 27713  
 
"Do you know how much time it takes teachers to completely change their mode of teaching? 
How much time it takes students to develop routines? How could you possibly think it is 
instructionally beneficial to our students to upend a plan YOU set out? Stability is something we 
are all looking for in this time and you have completely failed us. I was so proud to be a DPS 
educator, especially during the pandemic, but everyone who voted to voluntarily bring us back 
is a wolf in sheep‚Äôs clothing; cowards to the Republicans in Raleigh who have been trying to 
dismantle public schools for decades. I have colleagues in other districts who feel no support 
from their school board, and now I can sympathize with them. It is heartbreaking. The only way 
you brought us back is by completely blindsiding teachers. In addition to your ridiculous 
timeline for Elementary Schools and Specialty High Schools, bringing the rest of the high schools 



back the week after Spring Break with new, more infectious variants shows a severe lack of 
foresight. As we go back I expect to see you in school buildings, including high schools, putting 
your safety and the safety of your family at risk." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 8:17:14 
Elizabeth Gokay-Duffy 
2720 Duke Homestead Road 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
I am writing as the parent of a school aged child who attends DPS and also a teacher in DPS.  I 
am very concerned about the reopening timeline.  I think we would all be safer if this was 
happening more slowly and in accordance with two vaccine doses for every school employee.  
Please delay the start of school until all school employees can be vaccinated. 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 8:36:44 
John Russick 
9985 NC 57  
Rougemont NC 27572 
 
"Good Evening, I will keep my comments brief and to the point.  The level of disrespect the 
administration and some board members have shown to DPS teachers is gastly.  From the the 
deliberate lack of transparency in developing a rushed re-entry plan, to the lack of general 
comments during the re-entry meeting, it is abundantly clear that some members of the board 
in conjunction with the administrative team misled the community when they publicly 
committed the district to virtual learning for the duration of 2020-2021.  They even cloaked 
themselves , falsely, with using Senate Bill 37 as a scapegoat.  However, recently it has come to 
light that, by way of fiat from central office that money is the real motive at play here.  Loss of 
money, in the from of overt threats of some parents to leave DPS for Durham's Charter School.  
When will the board learn that you can't reason with a tiger when your head in its mouth?  DPS 
has created programs, built schools, even fired Principals to appease these people, and now 
you propose to throw every single teacher, IA and support staff into the Covid-19 Jungle to 
appease a small vocal minority who are only driven by their selfish interests.   Sadly for DPS, our 
admin is tone deaf.  They disabled comments, the zoom chat feature and the actively 
discouraged questions during the Weds restart professional development this past Weds.  " 
 
 
 



 
2/25/2021 8:56:44 
Heather S Gavilan 
911 Edith St 
Durham, NC  27705 
 
"I write in support of the Board's decision for DPS students to return to the classroom this 
Spring.  Thank you for courageously leading on behalf of our children's welfare!  My 11th grader 
looks forward to getting back on campus with his cohort classmates & hopefully many (if not 
all) his teachers in-person, even if only for 6-8 cohort cycles.    
 
I understand the Board may feel pressure to revisit school start dates in light of community 
concerns for teacher vaccination.  I request that the Board give special weight to comments 
coming from invested parties, like DPS teachers/staff & DPS families.  I hope the Board would 
earnestly consider comments that suggest informed solutions with the aim that an reasonable 
middle ground among the re-opening plan's supporters & critics can be achieved. 
 
If start dates are to be rescheduled, I request that the April 8 start date for traditional high 
schools *not* be pushed back any further since the May testing season (AP tests, EOC & 
teacher-created exams) foreshortens the high school academic calendar as it is.  Returning to 
campus for anything less than what is already scheduled, currently about 6-8 cycles per cohort, 
seems like a poor cost/benefit for all concerned. 
 
Especially if re-opening start dates are to remain, it would behoove us all to address the need of 
DPS employees to feel reasonably safe in classrooms during the pandemic.  This may include 
measures that perhaps haven't yet been considered (e.g. making N95 or KN95 masks available 
to those not yet vaccinated or to those who haven't yet received their full series of vaccines). 
 
Sincerely, 
Heather Gavilan 
DPS parent ~ teacher & classroom supporter ~ active PTA/boosters volunteer since 2009 
>> Morning Screener, DPS Volunteer Medical Corps << 
co-coordinator E.K. Powe Elementary's Weekend Backpacks program 2010-2014 
former public high school science teacher (Fairfax Co VA & Wake Co NC)" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 9:13:35 
DPS Parent 
Durham  
 
"Thank you, DPS board, for offering an in-person option for families. My elementary kids are so 
excited to return to school. They know, and I‚Äôve explained, how different it will be, but they 



are excited nonetheless. This will make a huge difference for our family. I appreciate all your 
hard work in ensuring a safe return for students and staff, and thank you for working hard to 
get teachers vaccinated. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 9:14:46 
Cheryl Navalinsky 
3 Elmridge Ct. 
27713 
 
"I am an EC IA working with high school students. As such I feel very fortunate to be in front of 
the line for my vaccination. I won‚Äôt be F2F until April. I wish my elementary counterparts 
were afforded the same consideration.  
I am wondering how to explain to my returning students that our school day will be very 
different. My lack of fist bumps doesn‚Äôt mean I don‚Äôt love you.  
I worry about my students. I worry about MY family. I worry about coworkers who have had 
their accommodations revoked.  
 
EC, especially EC self contained is rarely mentioned at these meetings. I invite you to come to 
one of our classes for a whole day to see what hazards our teachers and IAs will be facing.   
" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 9:17:29 
Robyn Fehrman 
Norton Street 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
Our family supports the board's recent decision to return to in-person school on the timeline 
proposed by DPS administration.  Thank you for making a very hard call.  Any additional school 
opening delays at this point would be yet another disappointment and mental health challenge 
- in a year FULL of them -  for our 6th grader. Please stick with the decision made last week.  
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 9:20:05 
Lauren Scott 
1836 Chedworth ct  



Chapel hill nc 27517 
 
Just want to thank you for thinking of the children that truly need in person education. This has 
been a tough year. Everyone has had to make tough choices. Thank you for giving us a choice. 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 9:21:31 
Jennifer Zervakis 
1305 Green St 
Durham  
 
"I think Durham Public Schools should hold off on in-person teaching until all teachers and 
support staff have been vaccinated. My kids education is important but do not take precedence 
over our educators' health. It's premature to open if it means putting teachers health and lives 
at risk. I also want to say the teachers my kids have, are doing an exemplary job adapting and 
teaching under very difficult circumstances. Work with the teachers.   " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 9:25:07 
christopher flannagan 
1404 Oakland Ave 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
Thank for this brave and wise decision! My family looks forward to returning to in-person 
learning and will do whatever it takes to maintain safety in the schools.  
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 9:39:40 
Ed McLenaghan 
1212 Sedgefield St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"I'm writing to express my strong support to the Board's decision to move forward with DPS's 
careful, evidence-based plan for opening schools for in-person learning. " 
 
 
 



 
2/25/2021 9:58:31 
Gracelyn Howes 
517 Forrest Street 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
 
"As a DPS teacher, I am very aware of the effect this pandemic has had on our students‚Äô 
mental health. It breaks my heart to hear directly from them how difficult this has been. It 
saddens me, however, that the response to these increasing mental health concerns has been 
to rush a reopening of schools before all staff and teachers have had the chance to be fully 
vaccinated. Why do we believe that this will improve students‚Äô mental health concerns?  For 
our high schools, this means that students will now have to attend an additional synchronous 
day of instruction. How will this additional day help students who are struggling due to Zoom 
fatigue? Is there not a way to redirect our attention to providing tangible resources focused on 
improving mental health conditions (therapy, counseling, increased learning centers for 
students who need a safe space to learn, more social-emotional learning opportuniuties) rather 
than expecting that in person learning will somehow address these issues? In response to these 
real concerns with reopening schools, a board member stated last week that ‚Äúsomething is 
better than nothing.‚Äù Are we insinuating that students have been offered ‚Äúnothing‚Äù 
through virtual learning? Many, many teachers and students have finally acclimated to this 
shift, and now we are about to put more pressure on all parties involved by risking their 
health‚Äîand really, their lives‚Äîfor what reason? So that our students can sit in a classroom, 
masked, with headphones, on their Zoom call with their teacher for two out of every six days 
through the remainder of the school year? " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 10:42:03 
Tracey Barrett 
4126 Chaucer Dr 
Durham NC 27705 
 
"For the past year, I've watched educators in other districts fight for - and lose -  their lives 
against school boards with obvious disdain for them and their concerns about safety. Until last 
week's vote, I felt lucky to teach in Durham, because the Board's actions had made it clear that 
you believe in science and care about our lives. Now we are so close to being able to reopen 
safely, please don't throw that away on this flawed plan and rushed timeline. Please vote to 
give us time to be vaccinated and make reopening workable and safe for all." 
 
 
 
 



2/25/2021 10:49:52 
Leila Marie Jackson 
619 Wendy Way 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"My family wishes that you had kept schooling all Virtual. We feel that this late in the school 
year, moving to open the schools will only serve to create more confusion and lack of 
consistency all around. It will not really solve the issues that those who want to open the 
schools are clamoring for.  The closing of the Learning Centers and the alternating schedule for 
older kids will probably create more childcare issues than we already have.  I greatly fear this 
will cause our community numbers of COVID to grown again, as not only teachers, staff and 
students interact in person, but their families will also be affected. As secondary result of 
schools opening, people in the community will take this as a sign that the need to be cautious is 
over. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:00:09 
Emily Theobald 
8842 Orchard Grove Way 
Raleigh, NC, 27612 
 
"Last week you said your hands were tied but no decision has been made in regards to SB 37. 
Your hands are not yet tied. The decision to open schools should be pushed back until required 
by the state giving schools, teachers, parents time to plan and get vaccinated. At my own school 
we were asked to start asking for donations for simple school supplies and storage for student 
supplies. If we do not have the supplies we should not be reopening. We will be opening 
without dividers between students. It is not a teachers job to fund school reopening while also 
risking their safety. The rash decision made last week has had a ripple effect on many lives. 
Teachers made the decision to keep their kids remote or give up childcare spots on the basis 
they would be gone with their kids because they trusted in the district and board when the 
decision was made in January. Trust and humans decency has been lost. Push back the 
reopening of schools and restore the faith your teachers need right now. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:01:12 
Kleymi Sierra  
424 craven st Durham 27704 
27704 
 



No 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:02:07 
Zach Sennett 
300 Huckleberry Loop 
Mebane 
 
"I'm a DPS teacher and a parent of a DPS student. I can't begin to tell you how disappointed I 
am with your actions to rapidly open for in-person instruction. It was rash. The plan from DPS 
leadership is terribly thought out. The governor hasn't signed anything yet. Plan A in 
elementary schools will put upwards of 25-30 4th and 5th-graders in a classroom. Plan A for 
elementary schools is dangerous and not necessary in the legislation. The comment of "I hope 
no one dies," at the end of last week's meeting that came from one of the board members was 
unacceptable and spoke volumes to those that work in DPS. The board caved to the wishes of 
privileged groups at the expense of the safety and sanity of your staff and other groups. Please 
do better." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:14:34 
DPS parent 
Durham, NC 
 
"Members of the Board and Administration, 
  
This is a quick plea for more transparency and information regarding your internal timeline and 
essential steps for re-opening. 
  
For example, there‚Äôs a March 3 deadline for schools to submit plans to the District. When will 
schools learn the decisions about those plans? What‚Äôs the deadline for telling parents about 
them? 
  
The district is setting the bell schedules. When will schools be told the schedules? When will 
parents and students be told? 
  
What is the deadline for informing parents about which teachers their students will have? 
  



For middle and high schools, is it correct that the district is determining the cohorts? If so, when 
will schools be give the composition of the cohorts? When will students and parents be told 
which cohorts their students are in? 
  
Also, please remind us of the process for schools to inform parents and students about the 
discovery of COVID infections of students and staff in the school. 
  
Thanks" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:18:32 
Concerned Teacher 
Cleveland Street 
27701 
 
"During a previous Board Meeting Dr. Mubenga said he didn't understand where the mistrust 
that staff have in DPS leadership comes from... last week's board meeting was a perfect 
example. Teachers and administrators were not consulted in this decision (telling us your plan is 
not consulting). Teachers and staff were totally blindsided, we thought we were staying virtual 
the whole year unless SB37 becomes law (which it hasn't). We thought we weren't going back 
unless we were below 4%, which we're not.  
 
If we go back right now, weeks before every staff member that wants a vaccine gets one... then 
what was the point of staying virtual this long? We have lost students, but they aren't going to 
come back for two months. If we have a solid reopening plan for the Fall those students will 
come back and funding will not be lost. Let's take the time to come up with a plan and a 
timeline that makes sense. This is rushed and reckless. Please push the reopening date back 
until at least Spring Break so more staff can enter the building safely. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:21:07 
Mitchell Wilson WG Pearson 2020TOY 
4317 Chimneystone ave 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"I speak with the authority of the elected 2020 teacher of the year for WG Pearson Elementary 
and as the WG Pearson Outdoor Extraordinaire, whom serves the wonderful scholars of the 
inner city slums of Durham, NC.  
 



Upon the school boards decision to remain virtual in order to offer consistency to the staff and 
students during unprecedented times of the pandemic, I temporarily relocated to live with my 
parents who own and operate a large beef cattle farm. The BOE decision allowed us an 
opportunity to help during the harsh winter and sloppy spring seasons.  
 
You promised consistency and safety. I‚Äôm affected negatively by decisions at the district and 
BOE level. Now I will have to hastily return, to work for a district that is forcing me to be 
homeless and my family to live without their provider. My family members have taken up other 
jobs during our temporary relocation and you are tearing us apart and away form each other 
with your inconsistent roller-coaster ride of routine change after routine change this year. 
 
The procedure to procure my 2020 contract was botched by an inexperienced and unorganized 
front office and my employer has been digging through my social media posts to prove I‚Äôve 
moved ‚Äúpermanently‚Äù in order to force my resignation to cover it up. I‚Äôm disgusted by 
the lack of respect at the district-level which has time and time  again shown to be a 
progressive club for pay-to-play professional socialites. They controlled this decision in their 
favor, not the interest of each individual student, staff, and parent whom they profess to the 
serve.  
 
If you‚Äôd like to know more reach out to mitchell_wilson@dpsnc.net 
 
Thank you for your time 
 
Mitchell Wilson" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:35:41 
Andrew Palumb 
3319 Meadowrun Dr 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Thank you for your continued work in these difficult times.  Please consider updating policies 
to allow spectators to attend sporting events.  Recently updated State and NCHSAA Guidelines 
are in favor of allowing spectators.  As we approach spring almost all events going forward will 
be outdoors and following masking, social distancing, and minimizing capacity, will ensure a 
safe environment for our community that desperately wants to see these kids play. 
Thanks for your consideration." 
 
 
 
 



2/25/2021 11:35:41 
Krystal Smallwood 
1000 New Haven Dr 
Durham  
 
"Good day DPS Administrators and Board Members,  
I am writing to you as a DPS parent of a Kindergartner. I am asking you to reconsider the start 
date for in person instruction as well as reconsider the reopening plan for Elementary to a Plan 
B. Plan A does not require dps schools to socially distance our students on the bus as well as in 
the classroom. I do not understand how this can be safe. The teachers, staff and students 
deserve to return to a school that can have the safest protocals in place. The CDC currently 
recommends that all schools K-12 should prioritize social distancing in the schools. Pushing back 
the start date will allow DPS to come up with a more transparent plan for reopening that will 
make everyone involve feel more safe to returning. Thank you. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:39:21 
Lauren Smith 
Columbia Ave 
27707 
 
"DPS families and staff were lied to. We were told we would remain virtual all year. That we 
wouldn't go back if we weren't below 4%. The DPS Readiness Dashboard still has many critical 
areas in red and based on that DPS recommends, "Consider maintaining/return to virtual 
learning." Your own metrics say DPS is not ready to open. The study that NC put out that says 
it's safe to open schools used self-reported data from schools about transmission.  I think we 
need to look more at the actual science and CDC guidelines. The CDC says school is safe *if* 
safety measures are taken, not because schools are magical places where staff and students 
can't contract COVID. Those measures also work in public, but people are refusing to abide by 
them. Let's choose to keep students and staff safe by not opening until all of those measures 
are in place. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:48:24 
Nancy Foy 
5244 N WILLOWHAVEN DR 
DURHAM, NC  27712 
 



"Opening K-5 classrooms for teachers on March 8th and students on March 15th does not allow 
enough time for teachers and staff to be vaccinated.  Please delay the return until vaccinations, 
a simple and effective way to protect them and their students, are completed.  Also please 
consider not integrating EC students from separate classes into a Special Ed classroom for part 
of the day and then have them return to their base classrooms.  This will impact the protection 
offered by consistent cohorts of students and allow for more exposure to the virus.  Thank 
you." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:49:16 
Katie Moore 
4207 Neal Rd 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"I am a Durham community member, daughter of a former DPS teacher and DPS alum. I am 
asking the board to delay reopening in person instruction until all DPS teachers and staff are 
fully vaccinated. We have worked so hard to keep our communities safe over the last year, that 
it doesn't make sense to act so recklessly this close to the finish line." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 11:51:33 
Zack Mansfield 
6 Barley Circle  
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Sensationalism drives clicks and stirs the social media pot, but rationality and logic must 
prevail and real leadership is needed today more than ever. This school board is losing trust on 
both sides - from parents and teachers alike. Perfect is the enemy of good, and we can't hide 
behind a notion that we don't have time to put together a perfect plan. Give your schools and 
administrators a chance by leading and being coherent with your guidance. You must resist the 
urge to give in to dogmatic ideologues who come not with solutions but with unrealistic 
demands. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:03:49 
Anonymous  
511 Cleveland St 



Durham, NC 27702 
 
I seriously don‚Äôt understand why it‚Äôs only 7 people on the board and you all have to do a 
zoom meeting to be ‚Äúsafe‚Äù but you all want the rest of the DPS students/staff to go back in 
person when obviously you all don‚Äôt feel safe in person yourself! Can you Please explain to 
me Why it‚Äôs not safe for you but it‚Äôs safe for them? It‚Äôs a partly closed session so it 
would have only been a few people without the public inside the building. 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:09:29 
Angry teacher 
3643 N Roxboro St 
Durham NC 27704 
 
"So in this grand scheme to risk lives to reopen school, what collateral damage is tolerated? 
How many lives lost is it worth to you all? Come on, gives us a number for this calculated risk 
you are willing to take for our whole community.  
 
So many lies coming from our district leadership. So many broken promises. One deflection 
after another because no one has the fortitude to just be honest. After everything we have all 
been through this year, you don't think people can handle real conversations? We are all adults 
here and no one is fooled by your political maneuvers. I will no be returning to work for this 
board and this DPS leadership, that treats us with such contempt. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:12:49 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
27701 
 
"I'm an elementary school teacher. While I understand the need to create a plan for SB37 and 
the pressures from families to reopen, I'm shocked that the board decided to contradict 
everything they've said over the past few months. At the BARE MINIMUM, all staff need to be 
vaccinated before re-entering. We were told that we won't know what grade, how many 
students, or what format we will be teaching until March 8th. It's not possible to be prepared to 
provide "quality instruction" or a safe space with the time allotted. I'm devastated by the 
amount of gaslighting occurring in board meetings, in district level meetings, and in school 
meetings." 
 



 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:16:45 
Anonymous  
Anonymous 
Anonymous  
 
Thank you so much for giving us parents an option to send our elementary kids back to school. 
My child is so excited that he will not have to be on zoom every day even though he knows it 
won‚Äôt be the same as it was last year he‚Äôs just excited to not be virtual anymore. All the 
teachers at his elementary school are really excited to be coming back in person as well as the 
principal. Please don‚Äôt change your mind based on the sensationalist comments and fears of 
the more vocal ones. My son has been at a private preschool doing a pod with non-vaccinated 
65 year old plus retired DPS teachers and they‚Äôve been fine. The masks work. I‚Äôm also in 
the process of signing up to volunteer and substitute where needed. Teachers that don‚Äôt 
have a medical reason for them not to return need to find another job if they don‚Äôt feel safe 
at this point.  A year has been long enough to keep these kids out of school. All the private 
schools are doing it in the area as well as other counties.  Thank you again!  
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:17:34 
Briana Brough 
2220 Whitley Drive 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I would like to propose that you push back the opening date to at least April 5. This would: 
 
1) Give teachers and students time to prepare and process any classroom changes or staffing 
shifts that will happen under the new plan.  
 
2)Provide schools time to make and communicate clear, detailed safety plans for each building 
and work out the many logistics of returning students and teachers to the buildings. These 
plans do not exist yet, because everyone thought Durham was going to remain virtual. You 
must allow schools time to develop thoughtful, solid plans to keep everyone safe. 
 
3) Time to get more educators vaccinated with the full benefit of the vaccine. Making sure that 
adults in school buildings are fully vaccinated should be a no-brainer. This could save lives.  
 



4) Offer a natural transition back to the building or to new virtual classrooms for the final 
quarter following Spring break. Why disrupt classes in the middle of the quarter when you can 
wait a few weeks for a more orderly transition that also has significant safety benefits? 
 
Thank you for your consideration and for doing what is right for all of Durham, not just the 
most vocal. 
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:20:46 
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
 
"I am a teacher in DPS and I am writing to desperately urge the board to change the reopening 
date to a later date. DAE has suggested May 1st or April 19th as a date that is more manageable 
and safe. More teachers could be vaccinated, we would not have to worry about cases 
increasing right after Spring Break and then once again scrambling to provide teachers and 
routine to our children. I, and many of my colleagues are resigning from the district at the end 
of the school year. Try to do one redeemable thing for teachers before the end of the year. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:25:11 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
 
"DAE has put forth two dates, April 19th, or May 3rd. I am desperately urging the board to 
reconsider their decision that was made last week with no input from teachers. I and most of 
my colleagues are resigning from the district at the end of the school year and will never come 
back. Maybe you can change some of their minds if you actually consider teachers for once. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:26:01 
Katie Rudd 
4600 CARLTON CROSSING DR 



DURHAM 
 
I would like to express my gratitude to the board for voting to re-open schools. My family is so 
hopeful about returning to the classroom. We understand that there will be bumps along the 
way- just like with virtual learning- but my daughter is so happy to start riding the school bus 
and learning in person. Hopefully this will prepare us for a smooth re-opening in the fall. Thank 
you. 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:29:48 
rikki sanogueira 
814 B Clarendon St 
27705 
 
"A lot of this is out of our hands. We can‚Äôt control how vaccines are distributed. We can‚Äôt 
control the NC senate. We can make a staggered return plan so that teachers‚Äô safety is better 
ensured. Until teachers are all vaccinated, we should use a rotational schedule so we are at a 
safe capacity in our school buildings every day. I am a working single mom of a child with a 504 
who‚Äôs mental health has been suffering. I am overwhelmed. But I can make it work for an 
additional few weeks just like I have been making it work this whole time. Wait until teachers 
are vaccinated before sending kids back to school without social distancing. It‚Äôs one or the 
other, and since we don‚Äôt have funding that would allow us to ensure social distancing, we 
need to stagger even k-8 for the first month of return. It‚Äôs not complicated. Vaccines or social 
distancing. Moving forward without either is asking teachers to put their lives on the line and 
for what? All of a sudden you care about how impossible this is for us? I won‚Äôt die if my kid 
has to stay home an extra few weeks. Teachers and their loved ones will die if we go back 
without either vaccinated staff or social distancing. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:47:33 
Gina Rose 
2337 Glendale Ave  
Durham NC 27704 
 
"Dear Members of Durham‚Äôs Board of Education,  
  
As you meet tonight, I would urge you to consider a number of things as we move towards 
reopening DPS.  
  



As wonderful as it would be to have our kids back in classrooms to support their well-being and 
education, this cannot be at the cost of teachers/loved ones health. Teachers will be eligible for 
vaccines in the coming weeks, however, supplies are limited and appointments are difficult to 
get. Also remember that teachers cannot rely on their own protection for the first 6 weeks and 
that we still do not know if being vaccinated protects a person from spreading it to others. I 
understand the urgency to return to schools for our children‚Äôs health; however, we are 
weeks away from making the return exponentially safer for the teachers and staff. Can‚Äôt we 
wait?  
  
As a healthcare worker, I understand the negative effects the pandemic has had on children. Of 
course, it would be best for every child to be back in the school setting. However, if patterns 
across the country play out in our community as well, it will mean that the students that return 
to school are disproportionately white and well-off. The equity concerns with this scenario 
would have lasting consequences. DPS has worked harder than most districts to enter 
pandemic learning with equity at the forefront. I applaud that every child was able to get a 
laptop and hotspot, that Learning Centers were developed to provide childcare for essential 
workers and that DPS continues to provide food for children. My hope is this equity lens can 
continue as we reopen schools and the unintended consequences of self-selecting who will stay 
home and who will return can be addressed.  
  
Please keep our teachers, students, and staff safe and continue to push for equitable education. 
All teachers/staff should be fully vaccinating before entering the schools and children that are 
most marginalized must not be over-looked during this return.  
  
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:49:17 
Anon 
Anon 
Anon 
 
Please do not open schools. Teachers are not ready and will not be vaccinated in time. This 
decision was made too quickly. Delay reopening. 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:51:41 
Kaitlyn Utlak 
117 West Main Street  



Greenville  
 
I think the choice to go back to in person learning is completely uneducated choice. The kids 
have gone so long without in person what‚Äôs the point of having 2 months of in person. The 
teachers can‚Äôt vibe with the kids like they would‚Äôve if they were there all year. Why not 
call it and try again next year. What‚Äôs the gain?  
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:51:48 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
 
Please consider pushing the in person class dates back until ALL educators are fully vaccinated 
or reconsider this decision until it actually becomes law. This is unsafe to children and teachers.  
Educators were blindsided and this is unacceptable.  
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:56:53 
Crystal Rainbow Teasley 
1908 East Geer St 
Durham, NC, 27704 
 
"In no way does it make sense to give staff, students, and families SO LITTLE time to prepare for 
an in-person return to school. Teachers are expected to be in the building in just over a week 
and have not been given any concrete guidance on what that will look like or how we should 
prepare. Students are due back in 2 weeks and have also been given inadequate/incomplete 
information. 
WE NEED MORE TIME!  
(Separate from the lack of vaccinated teachers, lack of planning time, lack of communication to 
families, lack of respect, unsafe metrics in our community, and broken promises from the 
board... This DECISION from the board was simply irresponsible and uncalled for! 2-3 weeks is 
not enough TIME to plan and implement a smooth and safe return even during "normal" 
circumstances, which we are FAR from having.)" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 12:58:40 



Anonymous  
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
 
"Due to the high turnover of available vaccines being distributed to those in the A bracket and 
the increased wait time to receive both doses, it would be wise to wait to return in person until 
all Faculty have received BOTH doses of their vaccinations. Not only will it be beneficial for the 
students to return to a facility that is safer for them, it also takes into consideration the safety 
of the faculty as well. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 13:07:29 
John F Carella 
2515 W. Wilson St. 
Durham 
 
"As the parent of a DPS 3rd grader and partner of doctor who has been working in person 
throughout the pandemic, I strongly support the Board's decision to reopen schools this spring 
and focus on a plan to do so safely. Both scientific studies and the experiences of those in 
medicine convince me that schools can reopen safely. The newer data about high failure and 
drop out rates in Durham make it clear that reopening is an urgent crisis. Thank you for taking 
the difficult step of reversing your January decision and following the evidence. The priority 
now should be making this transition as safe and smooth as possible in challenging 
circumstances." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 13:08:28 
Anonymous 
Durham 
Durham, NC 
 
"Is it true that central office members were among the first group of vaccinated DPS 
employees? How are they priority when they can work in offices alone, not in classrooms of 20+ 
students? If you work in an office, you need to get in the back of the line, behind bus drivers, 
custodians, nutrition staff, EC teachers and assistants, elementary teachers and assistants, and 
middle and high school staff. " 
 
 
 



 
2/25/2021 13:19:01 
DPS Parent  
Durham, NC 
27704 
 
"Dear Durham County School Board, 
 
According to a new poll by the Pew Research Institute, the majority of parents want you to wait 
to reopen until teachers who want the coronavirus vaccine have received it.  
 
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/02/24/more-americans-now-say-academic-
concerns-should-be-a-top-factor-in-deciding-to-reopen-k-12-schools/ft_2021-02-
24_schoolreopening_03/ 
 
Please note the economic demographics as they contrast with the notion that this accelerated 
timeline is intended to serve lower-income at-risk children. 
 
If the majority of DPS parents aren't with you, how can this choice be in the best interests of 
DPS students?  
 
Why was this decision made and for whom? Not for DPS parents or students, and certainly not 
for teachers or school staff - they have been blindsided and are reeling.  
 
What is happening behind the scenes that you are not sharing with us? The rumor is it has do 
with state funding.  
 
Please be braver. It's time to stand up for the dignity of DPS teachers, school staff, parents and 
children!  
 
Delay the reopening until every DPS employee has had two doses and ten days.  
 
YOU CAN DO IT! Make the right choice, be the leaders you wish you had. If not now, when?   
 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 13:22:24 
Nina Pande 
1000 N Duke St 
Durham NC 27701 
 



"Last week's decision was poorly thought-out and I'm concerned this will cause irreversible 
damage to the goodwill that has been built over many years between district leadership and 
our staff. In talks about reopening, the district has stated again and again: we can't do this 
without our staff. I am devastated because I know many staff will quit because they're NOT 
willing to put their jobs above their safety or their family's safety, or because they're NOT 
willing to be the linchpin holding this deeply flawed plan together. Too often educators are 
expected to compensate for a lack of thorough planning when the district moves forward to 
hastily implement new initiatives. It's gone too far in this case. There is a right way to reopen 
safely. We must delay reopening so that all staff can be vaccinated and so that there is enough 
time to address issues with the plan and ensure staff and student safety. Those of us who work 
directly with students every day know that the plan, as it stands, will be chaos. Nor will it 
benefit our students' learning to be rushed back into the building for 12 days of in-person 
schooling. Let's take the time to do this the right way, retain our staff and keep everyone safe." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 13:23:51 
Anonymous 
Anon 
Anon 
 
"The dissatisfaction and disappointment I feel, as a teacher, towards this school board and 
district is something I'll have to save for another day. Right now, our lives are on the line and I 
have to fight for the thousands that will be put in jeopardy because of this heinous decision. 
Those lives including our smallest learners in elementary schools with NO social distancing 
requirements who live in a CDC designated red zone. I am urging you to make sure ALL staff is 
FULLY vaccinated before we open our doors again. Please push back these dates to make it safe 
for the employees and students that you care about so much. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 13:24:15 
Matt Thomas 
9714 Straightaway Lane 
Bahama, NC 27503 
 
"Per Governor Coopers COVID restrictions update yesterday (2/24/2021), when will attendance 
guidelines be updated for DPS athletic events? 
Current state guidelines list 30% occupancy for outdoor stadiums.  Most districts have been 
allowing 100 parents/family members to attend under the prior rules while DPS chose to allow 
zero.   



Sports seasons were shifted and shortened to allow for the decrease in COVID rates.  This has 
worked and now the outdoor seasons are beginning.   
Outdoor sports in session or upcoming: Lacrosse, Soccer, Football, Golf , Softball, Tennis, 
Baseball, Track.   
What is your decision for these DPS families?" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 13:28:12 
Roger Reed 
Chancellors Ridge 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
" I am writing today to implore the Board to immediately allow at least parent attendance at 
outdoor high school athletic events.  This can be done safely with proper protocols and has 
been done safely with proper protocols all summer long with travel teams and all "season" in 
Wake County.  In fact, a Wake County school even offered our senior parents the ability to 
purchase 30 tickets to attend a game there but was rescinded when they realized we could not 
in kind.   
 
             It is with much respect to the Board that I write the following, but I strongly disagree 
with the current attendance policy on outdoor high school athletic events.  Two or three or 
even four family members masked, sitting in a pod, 6-20 feet from every other masked family 
pod in the stands in our outdoor stadiums is EASILY achieved.  This OPTION for parents would 
not force anybody to attend if they don't feel comfortable.  This is SIGNIFICANTLY safer than 
the option parents have now and teachers have zero choice in attending in-person school in a 
single classroom for 6-8 hours a day.  It is very hypocritical to put kids and school staff in 
classrooms but not allow outdoor attendance.   
 
             The NC bill was quoted several times as the reason the Board felt they had to move to 
in-person learning.  There is a bill now working through that requires a minimum level of safe 
attendance at outdoor events and increases the optional safe attendance.   
 
             The NFHS Network feed that many schools are utilizing to allow parents to "view" events 
was and is a welcome attempt and the best for out of town relatives, however it is terribly 
inconsistent.  Many, many times the camera does not work at all or when it does is plagued by 
technical issues such as fogged lenses, camera randomly moving away from the action, glare, 
and generally very poor picture. It works great for indoor events, but even when the camera 
functions perfectly for outdoor events due to distance and without zoom the kids are the size of 
ants and there is little ability to really see the game.   
 
             Football season starts this week.  And if that's the driving factor to get this hypocritical 
policy changed then perhaps that's a good thing, but this policy affects many sports such as 



boys and girls soccer, boys and girls lacrosse, and soon baseball and softball.  All of the spring 
sports seniors had their junior year seasons wiped out last year and have not had ANY of the 
traditional experiences of a senior year in high school.  NONE.  No prom.  No walking the halls 
with friends with the satisfaction of 4 years of hard work.  No theater.  No band concerts.  No 
thrill of earned off campus lunch with friends.  We are incredibly grateful that they have at least 
had the experience of getting to play this spring season and for that thank the Board 
IMMENSELY! 
   now please reverse the policy on fans and allow safe attendance of parents to watch their 
student athletes have a tiny fraction of normalcy. 
 
           Thank you for your time and consideration. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 13:29:13 
Concerned parent 
anywhere 
Durham 
 
"Why are we jumping from Plan C to Plan A and saying that the science supports it?  The CDC is 
still recommending that areas in the red (which Durham is) practice 6 ft. of social distancing 
which will not be possible in elementary classrooms.  You are asking people that can to stay 
home, but that isn't helping the distancing, but only helping the traffic in the building.  Please 
look closer at the details of this plan. It is not a good plan for anyone involved. We need to wait 
until all staff can be fully vaccinated before we go back." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/2021 13:30:41 
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
 
"Returning to in person classes before ALL faculty has received BOTH doses of the vaccine 
would NOT be a wise decision. Waiting for all to be vaccinated would be beneficial for the 
faculty, all students, the families of both students and faculty, and the surrounding community. 
" 
 
 
 
 



2/25/2021 13:32:22 
Carrie A Felkl 
5212 WHIPPOORWILL ST 
DURHAM 
 
Last week‚Äôs decision to reopen has left educators feeling blindsided and undervalued, and 
many families feeling scared and confused. As both a mom and an educator I am asking you to 
delay our re-entry.  Two weeks would allow more than 2000 school personnel to be vaccinated.  
Two weeks would allow for a detailed plan that we can actually use. We want to do this, but we 
need to do it safely and we need to consider the voices of our ENTIRE community. 
 
 
 
 



2/25/21 13:36 
Abijah Gattis 
1909 Haverford St 
Durham, Nc, 27705  
 
"ALL teachers should be vaccinated before reopening even if that means pushing the date back. 
Truly schools should not be opening in order to ensure the safety of our students, teachers, 
caregivers and community at large. " 
 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 13:53 
Anisa Cooprider 
2819 Fairlawn rd 
Durham, NC, 27705 
 
"Schools should absolutely not be allowed to open until all teachers and staff are vaccinated at 
the bare minimum. What has been the point of having virtual classes for this long to keep 
everyone safe only to go back when infection rates are higher than they were in March 2020 
when everything shut down? It is thoughtless and cruel to reopen school and pretend like this 
pandemic is not as deadly as ever. Push back the opening date, vaccinate all teachers and staff. 
That is the only rational decision. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 13:54 
Anonymous  
Anonymous 
Anonymous  
 
"All DPS staff must have the opportunity to become fully vaccinated before returning, even if it 
means pushing the reopening date back.  
All grades must be required to practice social distancing. You are putting staff and students in 
danger, please do the bare minimum to keep your staff and students safe.  
" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:03 



Michelle Nixon 
1101 Simmons St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
i think it is unfair to be forced to put ourselves in harms way. I think the decision to return go 
school should solely be based on the spreading of Covid. Doctors and people of that nature 
should determine. 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:10 
Andrea Cooper 
416 Kingsbury Street 
Oxford, NC 27565 
 
"It is sad that the board voted to have teachers, students, and staff play a game of Russian 
Roulette with our lives while all of you will be safely confined in your homes and offices.  If you 
really want to show us that you care, stop sending messages and start preparing to join us on 
the front lines of this battle every day.  I challenge each and every board member that voted 
yes to visit a school every single day, ALL DAY, until the rest of the school year.  If you cannot 
commit to doing that, I recommend that the board delay re-entry until all teachers have been 
vaccinated.  Data released this week suggested that teachers are the main carriers of the virus.  
Also, with many schools returning after Spring Break, what guidelines/procedures have been 
put in place for those students and families who travel out of state or out of the country?  New 
COVID variants are emerging and expose a large risk to DPS teachers, students, and families.  
Students who travel over Spring Break should self-quarantine for 14 days before returning to 
school.  It would be devastating should an entire school have to close due to COVID exposure.  
Teachers NEVER said they didn't want to return....we all want to return...but not at the risk of 
losing our lives or students' lives. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:19 
Jeana Routh 
2609 Highland Ave 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"I have not envied the position that the BOE is has been thrust into in the past year. You are not 
public health experts, and yet you are tasked with making critical decisions in this area. Until 
the recent emergency meeting, I have been proud of how well you've done.  
 



However, the decision to force a return to in-person learning before staff can be fully 
vaccinated was disappointing to say the least. I know there is a lot of pressure on you from all 
sides, but clearly the ethical thing to do is to wait the extra few weeks for staff to be able to 
return safely. The decision to return on March 15th needlessly puts everyone in Durham at 
greater risk.  
 
Furthermore, the way the meeting was handled demonstrated an alarming lack of concern for 
transparency and the input of key stakeholders. You've done better for most of this past year - I 
urge you to do better again." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:24 
Abby J Bartel 
1611 Ruffin St 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"Our schools have *not* been closed since March 2020, they have just looked different. My 
students are learning. My third grade, unilaterally deaf daughter is learning. My 8th grade, 
ADHD-diagnosed son is learning. And, I am learning. I am a better teacher for having supported 
students throughout this pandemic.  
 
I have worked to ensure the growth and learning of my first graders through distance learning. 
In the first semester, over a third of my students moved from below grade level in both math 
and reading to on or above grade level. That means, they not only gained the standard first 
grade, first semester learning but did so from a Spring 2020 deficit.  
 
Returning in March would do more harm than good. Educational experts agree that it takes at 
least 6 weeks to develop the strong relationships within a classroom required to guide and 
instruct students to academic achievement. If forced to return, it will be May before classes are 
settled and can begin true academic learning. 
 
We don’t have 6 weeks to lose. Our students are growing, learning, and making up deficits.  We 
don’t have the learning time to sacrifice in transition. We don’t have the resources to do this 
well or safely. 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:34 
Andi Mariategui 



1825 NORTHGATE ST 
DURHAM 
 
"We know that teacher working conditions are student learning conditions-- if teachers have 
what we need, we can provide what our students need. This plan is rushed, and it doesn't give 
teachers the time we need to get fully vaccinated. It also doesn't give us time to make safe, 
thoughtful, and student-centered plans for our return. The consequences of being this rushed 
are serious: not being fully vaccinated could mean a teacher dies because they contract COVID 
on the job. Additionally, if we claim that we're going back to the building because students are 
not learning online (this is demonstrably false), but, if that is our claim, then we must consider 
that the amount of learning we will lose to setting up our classrooms, learning new schedules 
and routines, and navigating all the COVID protocols will be astronomical. Delay the opening of 
school buildings so that staff can be fully vaccinated and have time to prepare. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:35 
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
 
"It has been over a year of sacrifice, relearning, and thinking out of the box all for the end goal 
of keeping our children and teachers, administrators, food workers, environmental services 
safe.   We are so close to the finish line to get vaccinated.  To return to in classroom with only a 
few months left is asking all to take steps backward and exposed to unsafe conditions.   It’s also 
another adjustment for our children.   They have to learn behaviors like it is the beginning of a 
new school year.   Our top priority should be to get everyone vaccinated first. Then let’s start 
school year 21-22 off healthy and whole." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:42 
Kaitlyn Utlak 
117 West Main Street  
Greenville  
 
I think the choice to go back to in person learning is completely uneducated choice. The kids 
have gone so long without in person what’s the point of having 2 months of in person. The 
teachers can’t vibe with the kids like they would’ve if they were there all year. Why not call it 
and try again next year. What’s the gain?  
 



 
 
 
2/25/21 14:46 
Zareen Kapadia 
2411 Glendale Ave 
Durham 
 
"I appreciate that you are listening to the many voices impacted by this decision. As the parent 
of a 5th grade public school student, I ask that you prioritize our public school teachers. Please 
do not open schools until all teachers and staff get a chance to receive their second vaccination. 
Please delay the opening until there is a full-time nurse present in every building and 
ventilation systems meet safety standards. 
  
The decision to open in two weeks seems rushed. I worry about the teachers whose medical 
exemption applications are being rejected. Educators must not be forced to choose between 
unsafe working conditions or the option of resigning.  
 
 
With so many questions plus the uncertainty of vaccine supply, it is regretful that Durham will 
not stick to the original plan of staying virtual for the year.  The toll this pandemic is taking on 
children is significant. I agree socialization is a major concern. Could we have in-person 
Wednesdays outdoors with social activities instead? It serves no one to return students to 
buildings to drill for standardized tests and restricted socialization. There has to be an easier, 
less disruptive way to address this need. 
 
Thank you for your work on behalf of all DPS families." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:55 
Brantley Blackwood 
3439 Cromwell Road 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"As a DPS parent, I am asking that you reconsider the “emergency board meeting” vote that 
took place last week. This motion and subsequent vote appear to have come from a place of 
fear and was not a proactive, informed, science based decision. This vote was taken without 
any parent input or public comment. The plans that have since been communicated to parents 
have been vague in details and different from what has been communicated to staff and the 
board. I feel like important information has once again been omitted or twisted. Parents are 
being asked to make a decision for the rest of the school year without all of the information. 



We want our children to return to safe schools. We want the community metrics to indicate 
when it is safe for staff, teachers, employees, and students to return to in-person learning. As a 
community we have worked so hard to keep people safe. The end is in sight and it appears that 
instead of sticking with the plan and persevering like we would ask our students to do, we are 
sacrificing all of the months of doing the right thing to give up. Please delay opening until all 
teachers, employees, staff, and school level administration has received both doses of the 
vaccine. Thank you!" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:57 
Eboni Allen 
1213 Marne Ave  
Durham  
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a teacher in Durham Public Schools. SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats 
may well sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively 
surrendered to the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers 
back into school buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should 
have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means 
pushing the reopening date back, especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and 
EC teachers and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of 
your responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning 
until we can reduce risk and save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 
Sincerely, Eboni Allen " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 14:59 
Virginia Freedman 
3103 Sherbon Dr. 
Durham 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a teacher  at Southern High School.  SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats 
may well sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively 
surrendered to the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and chose to send our teachers 
back into school buildings before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should 
have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means 
pushing the reopening date back, especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and 



EC teachers and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of 
your responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning 
until we can reduce risk and save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. My 
students are just beginning to understand how to succeed in virtual learning.  
Sincerely, 
Virginia Freedman" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:03 
Abigail Reeves 
400 N Duke St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"In our Secondary Schools Webinar yesterday, 2.24, Dr. Mubenga cited mental health as the 
deciding factor to return to in-person learning. As we all know, the mental health of our 
students is extremely important. I would like to know, then, which funds - and how much time -
(elementary will be in school four days each week and secondary 2 days), will be allocated and 
dedicated to providing the services that our students need as they return to in-person learning? 
What commitment will DPS be making to funding mental health moving forward?" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:07 
Heather Maconochie 
Buchanan Blvd 
Durham 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am an EL teacher at SSES.  SB37 is likely to be vetoed by Cooper, and Democrats may well 
sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive school board preemptively surrendered to 
the pressure of 1. school privatizers in Raleigh and 2. the 2,000 students (and their families) 
who Dr. Mubenga told staff yesterday have or are threatening to leave DPS (out of 31,577 total 
students, or approximately 6% of the student population, while approximately 94% of students 
are planning to stay in DPS). Y'all then voted to send our educators back into school buildings 
before having the chance to be fully vaccinated. All DPS staff should have the opportunity to be 
FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before returning, even if it means pushing the reopening date back, 
especially for specialty high schools, elementary schools, and EC teachers and students.  Risking 
the lives of DPS staff and the community is an abdication of your responsibility to Durham.  
Again, please do not open school buildings to in-person learning until we can reduce risk and 
save lives through widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 



Sincerely, 
Heather Maconochie" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:12 
James Lea 
3905 Mill Creek Road 
Efland 
 
"Dear School Board Members, 
I am a CTE Teacher at Southern School of Energy and Sustainability.  SB37 is likely to be vetoed 
by Cooper, and Democrats may well sustain the veto.  I was shocked that our progressive 
school board preemptively surrendered to the pressure of school privatizers in Raleigh and 
chose to send our teachers back into school buildings before having the chance to be fully 
vaccinated. All DPS staff should have the opportunity to be FULLY vaccinated (2 doses!) before 
returning, even if it means pushing the reopening date back, especially for specialty high 
schools, elementary schools, and EC teachers and students.  Risking the lives of DPS staff and 
the community is an abdication of your responsibility to Durham.  Again, please do not open 
school buildings to in-person learning until we can reduce risk and save lives through 
widespread, full vaccination of all DPS staff. 
Sincerely, 
James Lea" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:13 
Becca Chafatelli 
4107 Sugar Pine Lane 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"As a DPS parent and teacher, I trust that you will revisit the decision to return to in-person 
learning tonight. You have heard the concerns of parents, teachers, and staff over the return to 
schools with hastily made plans. This is resulting in a chaotic learning environment where young 
student’s classmates, teachers, and schedules are changing and most importantly, curriculum 
instruction will be minimal. It must be emphasized emphatically that the school board, an entity 
that represents the community’s voice in public education, made a colossal decision without 
the community’s input at all. Sadly, when we teachers have expressed our distress for this 
precarious learning environment, the options that have been presented by human resources 
have been to ‘make this work’ or resign from jobs and the students that we love." 
 



 
 
 
2/25/21 15:14 
Delaney Susi 
1605 W Lakewood Ave 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I am a parent of a first grader in DPS and I was surprised by last week's decision.  Both parents 
and teachers want schools to open safely as soon as possible.  To this end, we need more 
communication and transparency right now - not a closed vote without chance for public 
comment.  
 
How is it safe to use Plan A in elementary schools while Durham's covid transmission rates are 
still substantial?  What are the safety protocols & metrics that will be used?  Is there enough 
PPE for every school?  Is there enough staff to teach in a socially distanced way?  What does the 
data say about who has requested in-person versus virtual?  We need more information & 
opportunity for collaboration so we can advocate for our public schools. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:17 
Kris Carabetta 
4314 BRIGADOON DR 
DURHAM 
 
"It is unfair and callous to ask teachers to return to work without proper vaccinations.  We are 
all told to "Stay home and stay safe" unless you are a teacher. I know times are hard and 
parents are tired. But teachers ask only for patience for a few weeks more. Shots first then 
school.  Patience.  " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:20 
Ruby Sinreich 
218 W. Markham Ave.  
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I am deeply opposed to the Board's decision to re-open all schools, as well as the shocking way 
you made it with no warning or opportunity for public comment. You seem to be playing 



directly into the hands of those who are trying to tear down public education or hoard 
resources for the students who need the least support.  
 
In addition to the question of teacher safety, most families will not have had the opportunity to 
get vaccinated and children have absolutely been shown to carry or even succumb to COVID-19. 
Also very importantly, the quality of educational experience will be so frustrating and disruptive 
as to entirely counter balance any potential benefits of being in the same building, especially 
for older students. 
 
My son is in 6th grade and the idea of going through all that hassle and making teachers try to 
teach both in person and online simultaneously for a total of less than a dozen days of in-
person class is simply not worth it! I know some families cannot sustain schooling at home and I 
would gladly support an expansion of learning centers and anything else that increases the 
capacity of teachers and staff to connect with students in any way that helps them.  
 
I implore you to start making more practical decisions based on the real risks that exist rather 
than just hoping for the best. To many of us it was clear last summer that schools could not 
safely open and we watched in amazement as you barrelled ahead with unrealistic plans 
instead of investing in online educational strategies and methods for keeping students 
connected. Now we are all suffering this year because of your lack of foresight. Students' lives 
and ability to learn are being irreparably damaged by plans that were not thought out and were 
rushed through too quickly. Please don't repeat that mistake.  
 
Thank you for your public service. I know it's not easy serving this entire diverse community and 
I do appreciate your hard work! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ruby Sinreich 
Parent of a DPS student since 2014." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:21 
Kathy Jo Wetter 
1000 Virgie St 
Durham, NC 27705 
 
"24 February 2021 
 
What Happened to Plan B for Elementary Schools? 
 
To: DPS Board of Education 



 
Dear Members of the DPS Board of Education, 
When the School Board made the decision at its January 7, 2021 Special Meeting to keep all 
schools in Plan C until the end of the school year, our family was heartbroken. We already had a 
running mental list of the losses our fifth grader had endured; then we had to add another loss: 
she would never again walk into her beloved elementary school as a student. At the same time, 
we were grateful for the resolve, prudence and concern for teachers, staff and students that 
the unanimous decision reflected, and we accepted the loss as another painful reality of living 
through a global pandemic. 
 
The decision to reopen schools, made during the Board’s emergency meeting of February 18, 
2021 – in the absence of public comment or teacher-input – feels different. While we know the 
decision was not made lightly (we witnessed the anguish of all seven Board members), we are 
perplexed. After the show of “Bull City” resolve in January, we don’t understand why the 
majority of the Board voted in favor of reopening schools under Plan A for elementary students 
– skipping entirely over Plan B (the cohort model) – and opting for a start date that precludes 
teachers being fully vaccinated before reopening.* 
 
The implementation of DPS’s Plan A for elementary schools is arguably not viable, but its 
potential viability relies on a scenario in which a significant number of families opt to remain in 
Plan C, which will allow for social distancing not mandated by the Plan. While DPS’s 
presentation of parent decision-making focused on the “learning preference” of our student 
and what works best for our family, the reality, to quote Chairperson Umstead, is that “this 
sucks.” Plan A with a March 15 reopening date for elementary schools means that teachers and 
staff will be forced to come into school buildings without being fully vaccinated and without 
mandated social distancing. As parents, we do not relish the idea of adding to the anxiety and 
burden of teachers and staff by adding another body that effectively shortens the distance 
between students. If opting to remain in Plan C meant that our student would at least have 
continuity, that would “suck” less, but it doesn’t mean that. The rush to open means that many 
teachers are, understandably, feeling unsafe and will be reluctant to return, and many parents 
will keep their kids home (by design). That means class rolls and teacher assignments will be 
shuffled: at this point, no one knows who their classroom teacher will be after March 15, no 
matter the “learning preference” they’ve declared.   
 
We recognize the need to reopen schools. We acknowledge the tremendous burden many 
families are suffering while schools are closed. We acknowledge that we are in a position of 
privilege to be able to choose among options. The families that don’t have the luxury of 
choosing are the ones we have in mind when we urge the Board to rediscover its resolve – to 
stand with teachers, staff and students and to reopen schools as soon as possible after teachers 
and staff are fully vaccinated.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathy Jo Wetter (Parkwood Elementary / Lowe’s Grove Jr. High / Jordan High alumna) 



Kevin Calkins (Hope Valley Elementary / Githens Jr. High / Jordan High alumnus)  
Parents of a DPS Fifth Grader 
 
---------------------------------- 
* As of this writing, Governor Cooper has not signed Senate Bill 37. As ratified, the Bill states: a. 
Local boards of education shall provide the option of in-person instruction under Plan A 
(Minimal Social Distancing) to all students enrolled in that school with an individualized 
education program, as defined in G.S.115C-106.3(8), or a section 504 (29 U.S.C. § 794) plan, 
unless in-person instruction is not permitted under that student's program or plan. Local boards 
of education shall provide the option of remote education for these students to elect to 
participate in, at the discretion of the student's parent or guardian, for the remainder of the 
2020-2021 school year. b. Local boards of education shall provide the option of in-person 
instruction under Plan A (Minimal Social Distancing) or Plan B (Moderate Social Distancing) for 
all other students enrolled in grades kindergarten through 12 in that unit. It shall be in the 
discretion of the local board whether in-person instruction shall be provided under Plan A 
(Minimal Social Distancing), Plan B (Moderate Social Distancing), or both Plans as necessary to 
address the needs of different school settings. Local boards of education shall continue to 
provide remote instruction options for students to elect to participate in, at the discretion of 
the parent or guardian, for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:23 
Jacob R Brayboy 
1605 W Lakewood Ave 
Durham 
 
"Why not wait to vaccinate our teachers and school staff?  How about we reopen in May? Yes, 
get the kids back in school but what's another 2 months to do it safe for everyone?" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:24 
Anonymous 
511 Cleveland St 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I understand that you are requiring schools to reopen, but please follow Plan B safety 
guidelines, so we can at least open as safely as possible. We should limit room capacity so that 
students can social distance. Based on our numbers, the CDC and NCDHHS say we should follow 
Plan B. The president has said there should be no more than 10 students in a room! Can we 



please follow that guidance?" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:24 
Tyler Cozart 
2801 Wedgedale Avenue 
Durham, NC, 27703 
 
"As a student, I personally don't feel safe going back in the building based on my past three 
years seeing how my peers actions. Based on past experiences I don't think everyone would 
follow the safety rules. On top of that I don't trust how "clean" the building truly is. Lastly, we 
are in the last 4 months of the school year this can be postponed for our safety." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:24 
Megan Capozzi 
107 Garden Walk Drive 
27703 
 
"My husband is a teacher with DPS. His return to school puts my family at risk with no choice 
for my husband but to quit his job. He has done everything asked of him, as all teachers have, 
despite unknown conditions and stress our own family goes through in addition to that of kids. 
His job is to provide education to students, not to risk his and his families lives for them. He’s 
done just that by providing online instruction. It’s cruel to send him in person for a job he is 
fully willing and capable to do at home - this is something the whole world has done. If you can, 
you do your job from home. He can and has. Stop being cruel to my family, we are just as 
important to DPS as the families who get the choice to be in person or not. Please make the 
humane decision on behalf of your teachers. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:27 
Madeline Short 
702 Cross Timbers Dr 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"As a teacher at DPS, I feel devalued and unheard. I am disappointed by this board's decision to 
reopen and I fear for the health and safety of myself, my family, my colleagues, my students, 



and my community. I am gravely concerned for the impact this will have on students and their 
families. I love teaching and I love my students. I was proud to be a DPS educator but this 
decision to reopen has broken my trust and left me demoralized. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:27 
Cynthia Bonomo 
Blacksmith Circle 
Durham 27707 
 
"You say parents have a choice; we don’t when we are both a parent and employee for DPS.   
The decision was rushed, and teachers were not consulted.  
Our plea to you would be to open after spring break. I was lucky to have my vaccine today as 
many have not been so lucky.  
With the time frame of vaccine shots; most could be FULLY vaccinated by spring break! In a two 
week delay for Elementary schools; teachers would be more willing to return. We would have a 
better grasp in our turn of events,  and feel more comfortable for our personal, student and 
family’s safety. Please open elementary schools after spring break." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:28 
Todd Wall 
1615 patterson mill rd 
Durham,NC 27703 
 
"Recently we have heard that students are able to go back to school and since this is allowed 
teachers have to be there too. Even though students can go back not all of them will return to 
school. Which means teachers have to teach online and virtual classes and in some 
circumstances they will have to-do both at the same time. Doing both at the same time will be 
extremely difficult, teachers are finally getting adjusted to teaching online classes. Now they 
have to find a way to go back to their normal teaching style while at the same time they still 
have to teach online. Knowing this I hope you realize how difficult and stressful this can be. 
Teachers are responsible for teaching the next generation and preparing them so they can 
make a change in the world. Hopefully along the road you guys realize that the amount of pay 
and the amount you ask from teachers does not match up and will either make their job easier 
or pay them what they deserve." 
 
 
 



 
2/25/21 15:29 
Anonymous  
Duke University Road  
Durham NC 27701 
 
"I have never felt more blatantly disrespected and blindsided as an educator than I did when 
the board voted to go back to school in person as we were never consulted about this idea. 
Teachers have been gaslit continuously by district leaders and I will not stand for it. The data 
and science directly supports the need to stay virtual; choosing anything but this will cause a 
mass exodus of talented, passionate professionals from a district that cannot afford to lose any 
more. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:30 
Flora Seed 
622 South Mineral Springs rd 
27703 
 
As a DPS student and the daughter of a DPS teacher I'm strongly against the reopening of our 
schools. Not only do I have to worry about the health of my teachers but also the health of my 
family. We have just gotten used to learning online. Now teachers will have to adjust to a 
hybrid teaching model that is completely new to them while under a lot of stress. Our teachers 
are not expendable.    
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:31 
Melissa DeLargy 
104 S Corncrib Ct 
Cary, NC 27513 
 
"I beg the board members to reconsider the time line of re-opening schools. Teachers should be 
FULLY VACCINATED before schools open- this is the socially responsible and ethical choice. We 
should not be asking teachers to risk their lives or their family’s lives to do a job that we have 
been successfully implementing virtually all year. This transition is rushed, does not offer 
adequate social distancing for elementary school and may result in many students having to 
change schedules, teachers and classes. This is NOT in the best interest of our students. Our 
students have adapted to the virtual classroom, are accustomed to their schedules and now 
you are asking them to uproot everything. Many of our students have experienced trauma, 



isolation and loss during this pandemic, as a teacher I want to be prepared to handle this. By 
rushing to re-open schools we are placing more trauma on already traumatized students. 
Teachers have not received any training in dealing with this type of trauma or how to handle 
situations in which students may not comply with safety guidelines. I am asking that you make 
the right choice for our students and delay the re-entry date until teachers can be fully 
vaccinated and we can be better prepared to help our students both physically and 
emotionally." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:32 
Wilmarie Cintron-Tyson 
106 Barenwood Circle 
Durham 
 
I am deeply concerned for DPS staff. I hope you will consider holding off re opening for all 
students until all staff have been able to fully vaccinate.  
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:33 
Kimberly Whitman 
920 Dacian Ave. 
Durham, NC 
 
"Please explain how DPS is following CDC guidelines for reopening when they are following the 
guidelines for plan A while our county metrics require opening under the guidelines for plan B 
[according to the CDC].  The guidelines are tiered, so please help me help me to understand 
how you can state that we are following the guidelines when we are not.   
" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:36 
M.N.  
Garrett Road 
Durham, NC, 27707 
 
"As a new teacher to this district, I am now feel ashamed to be here. This district came highly 
recommended as a district that prided itself on knowledge, curiosity, diversity and strong 



leaders downtown. I have been deeply disappointed by this promise. I have never seen such 
ineptitude in my life. Our students are finally in a stable sense of learning as the rug is pulled 
out from underneath them so they can attend a sterile version of “school” and teachers are 
blamed for not wanting to kill themselves or families or their students and their families by 
going back in person. Shame on the school board and shame on Dr. Mubenga. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:39 
Eric Gomes 
515 Windcrest Rd 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"I am a parent of a kindergartner and my high-risk father-in-law lives with us. I do not agree 
with your vote last week to reopen schools in March. We are so close to the end of the year and 
teachers are finally able to begin receiving the vaccine. Please vote to stay remote for the rest 
of this school year so all DPS staff who want to be vaccinated, can get fully vaccinated. It 
doesn't make sense to go back this late in the year. My daughter has already had to get a new 
teacher this year because they needed to even out the numbers in another grade. I do not want 
her to have to start over with yet another new kindergarten teacher and class because of this 
transition. Let people get vaccinated, and open schools safely in the fall." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:39 
KAITLYN FOX 
3108 Maple Ave 
Efland 
 
"I have become accustomed to the random hoops one museum through when they become a 
teacher. This is completely different. This hoop is uneeded, ill thought out, and severely 
underplanned. You have made it abundantly clear that teachers do not matter, regardless of 
how many times you say otherwise. Why would you make a decision that will affects students 
without input from the actual people who serve the students daily? Part of your plan, Dr. 
Mubenga, is to "attract and keep highly qualified teachers" but I cannot find any reason to stay 
within Durham Public Schools after this. Time and again, it has been made clear that my 
concerns for my kids and myself don't matter, but I have brushed it off. Now you are willingly 
endangering our lives for no reason. I am disgusted and disappointed that this decision was 
made and I am severely disappointed with the powers that be who made these decisions. You 
should all be ashamed of yourself." 
 



 
 
 
2/25/21 15:40 
Anonymous  
NA 
NA 
 
"I would like to know what the solution is for staff that work in small communal spaces? We all 
are teaching, supporting, and meeting with families via remote, within a small space. This is not 
equitable, nor does it allow for confidentiality. Seems as though not all departments were 
thought of, if any at all. I want a solution to my work space that is equitable and private like 
teachers in classrooms. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:42 
Gina Rose 
2337 Glendale Ave  
Durham NC 27704 
 
"Dear Members of Durham’s Board of Education,  
  
As you meet tonight, I would urge you to consider a number of things as we move towards 
reopening DPS.  
  
As wonderful as it would be to have our kids back in classrooms to support their well-being and 
education, this cannot be at the cost of teachers/loved ones health. Teachers will be eligible for 
vaccines in the coming weeks, however, supplies are limited and appointments are difficult to 
get. Also remember that teachers cannot rely on their own protection for the first 6 weeks and 
that we still do not know if being vaccinated protects a person from spreading it to others. I 
understand the urgency to return to schools for our children’s health; however, we are weeks 
away from making the return exponentially safer for the teachers and staff. Can’t we wait?  
  
As a healthcare worker, I understand the negative effects the pandemic has had on children. Of 
course, it would be best for every child to be back in the school setting. However, if patterns 
across the country play out in our community as well, it will mean that the students that return 
to school are disproportionately white and well-off. The equity concerns with this scenario 
would have lasting consequences. DPS has worked harder than most districts to enter 
pandemic learning with equity at the forefront. I applaud that every child was able to get a 
laptop and hotspot, that Learning Centers were developed to provide childcare for essential 
workers and that DPS continues to provide food for children. My hope is this equity lens can 



continue as we reopen schools and the unintended consequences of self-selecting who will stay 
home and who will return can be addressed.  
  
Please keep our teachers, students, and staff safe and continue to push for equitable education. 
All teachers/staff should be fully vaccinating before entering the schools and children that are 
most marginalized must not be over-looked during this return.  
  
Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:43 
Kelly Cosby 
Durham, NC 27713 
 
"Please revisit the re-open vote tonight and consider either (1) making the plan contingent on 
the outcome of the State legislation; or (2) pushing back building re-open dates so staff can 
wait the requisite time after their second vaccine dose. 
 
No matter the outcome, we need more clarity and information about how people are doing and 
what we need: as neighborhoods, families, and individually. 
 
Has anyone been systematically checking in with all students, families and staff on what we 
need in order to continue virtual learning during this pandemic?  If not, that might help 
illuminate how we got to this point. 
 
Will the board please call for a district-wide needs/assets assessment?  Thanks for your 
consideration and for your service to Durham." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:44 
Anonymous 
Durham 
27701 
 
"Dear Respected Board Members, 
 
I am an elementary EC separate setting teacher in Durham Public Schools. I am writing today to 
urge the board to stay in plan C for the rest of the third quarter. 
 



Last week’s decision by the school board has given my staff, my colleagues, my students’ 
families and me overwhelming fear and anxiety. Returning to in-person school, (for the first 
time in 1 year) in 2 weeks, is reckless, dangerous, unsafe and absolutely terrifying. This decision 
was made without anyone’s health and well-being in mind. We have all dealt with the 
frustration of watching board meetings take place virtually, because it is unsafe to be in-person, 
but at the same time, being told that it’s safe enough to go back to in-person school. That we 
are then told by administration that we are on a gradual re-entry plan for setting up 
classrooms, because it’s not safe for all of the staff to be in the building at one time, sets off 
alarm bells. I am not able to go into my class for another week, because of my allotted time. 
This really makes me wonder, if it’s not safe for the staff to be in the building at one time now, 
how will it possibly be safe for staff and students to be in the building in 2 weeks? 
Compounding my frustration, it is distressing to learn that several board members, who voted 
to reopen schools, have made the decision to keep their children home. Why is it safe for other 
people’s children to go back, but not your own? 
 
Over the past year, I have listened and watched almost every DPS board meeting. I have heard 
countless members speak about equity and their commitment to making sure every decision 
they make is equitable and in the best interest for students. I am finding it difficult to believe 
that forcing us to go back, in two weeks, when there is still NO PLAN, is equitable for our kids. 
While it may seem as though there is a plan in place by the district, let me assure you that 
individual schools have absolutely no plan for what this is going to look like. In order for us to 
make this experience safe for everyone involved, there must be a plan, and there must be a 
safe plan in place. Neither of those things are happening right now.  
 
What is going to happen to my virtual students when I am forced to teach my students in 
person and also virtually? How will their schedules be impacted? Everything will have to change 
to adjust to our in person schedule. How is that fair to my virtual students? There is no way that 
I am going to be able to give the same quality of lessons while doubling my work load. 
 
For all of the reasons listed above, I am pleading with the School Board to please push back the 
start date of in-person learning. We, as educators and School Board Members, have a duty to 
protect our most vulnerable population. Voting to remain in Plan C for quarter 3 is doing exactly 
that.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
A teacher who cares deeply about the wellbeing of her students, their families and her 
colleagues." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:45 
Lisa Gerardi 



515 Windcrest Rd 
DURHAM 
 
"Please vote to delay reopening our schools until ALL DPS workers have had the chance to get 
FULLY vaccinated. Studies are showing that being vaccinated reduces covid transmission. 
Having staff vaccinated helps protects the students as well. The less covid spreads, the less 
chance it has to mutate into these more dangerous strains. Without being fully vaccinated, we 
are relying on 6 ft of social distancing and everyone complying with correctly wearing their 
masks. These two things will not be happening to the extent that they should. Students will be 
unmasked in the classroom as they eat their breakfast and in the cafeteria as they eat lunch. 
Many classroom tables are only 4 feet wide and students will need to sit two to a table. We do 
not have plexiglass or any partitions. Teachers are brainstorming ideas like making their own 
laminated dividers or crowdfunding plexiglass dividers. Students who attend our zoom classes 
from locations other than home often have their masks below their nose or even below their 
mouths. There will be times when students will refuse or forget. The only way that I feel safe in 
these conditions is if I have been fully vaccinated and all of my colleagues have had that 
opportunity as well. My father is high-risk and lives at home with us. Getting infected with covid 
will be a death sentence for him. My uncle just passed from it last month." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 15:53 
Dr. Jeremy T. Godwin 
4701 Myra Glen Pl 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I am dismayed by the board’s decision last week. 
 
You claim that this decision allows families a choice, but as a working spouse of a DPS teacher 
and parent of a DPS student, we do not have a choice. My wife and son must return in-person. 
 
You claim that you are listening to science, but this decision was based on a selective and self-
serving read of the CDC recommendations. Just this week, a CDC report indicated that “COVID-
19 vaccination of educators is a critical component of preventing in-school transmission.” (see: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7008e4) 
 
With absolutely no input from teachers, you moved forward anyway, and now teachers are left 
scrambling trying to get vaccinated as quickly as possible before they are forced to return to the 
buildings. 
 
It’s really quite simple: Delay this decision until teachers are fully vaccinated." 
 



 
 
 
2/25/21 16:01 
Wendy Tregay 
Gresham Avenue 
Durham, NC 27704 
 
"I would like to ask the administration and board to not require employees to work in person if 
they are able to do so from home. I understand the notion of it "being fair" to make everyone 
come in, but more people in person increases everyone's risk. Now is a time for real leadership, 
not optics. It's not fair to the teachers, staff, students, families, and entire community to 
increase the risk of spread." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:01 
Amanda Ragsdale 
1018 Norwood ave 
27707 
 
I am a parent of two elementary age children in DPS. Please consider delaying the reopening of 
Durham public school buildings. Teachers need to be vaccinated to insure safe spaces for our 
students to learn. It is frustrating that my kids will probably have new teachers and larger class 
sizes even though they are staying online. This seems unfair to those of us who do not feel safe 
with the current return plan. 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:07 
Beth Newsome 
Pine Cone Dr 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"I was surprised and appalled when public comments were not taken before last week's 
momentous meeting. My voice as a parent should matter; moreover, our educators should 
have had a substantive role in deciding if,when, and how DPS would transition to face-to-face 
learning. The majority of the board and the administrators of DPS failed to uphold promises 
made to educators. We've all made sacrifices over the last year to keep our community safe 
and healthy. Why not wait a few more weeks so our school staff can have the opportunity to be 
fully vaccinated? 



We're one of the families who’ve left DPS for homeschooling, not because our teachers weren’t 
doing their best, but because DPS admin were overly rigid about the structure and content of 
remote education. Our intent is to return when it’s safe for everyone and we see more than 
screen-heavy teaching. Durham is still in a red zone, educators haven’t been vaccinated, and 
our kids who return for F2F instruction will still be looking at screens all day. Like many of the 
families who’ve taken a hiatus from DPS , we feel that administrators haven’t heard our voice. 
Teachers are on the front lines and know why families have left. If you want to retain students 
and woo back those who've left, you must substantively partner with teachers. Please don’t 
throw your stakeholders under the bus!" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:08 
Abby Williamson 
E Markham Ave 
Durham, NC 
 
"I am writing to request the start of in-person schooling be delayed until the teachers who 
desire vaccination can receive them. Particularly, elementary schools will not be able to 
maintain 6ft of physical distancing in their crowded classrooms with no cohorts, according to 
Plan A, increasing the risk of Covid spread. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:19 
JessieBird Earles 
1709 Glendale Ave. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I am JessieBird Earles in 7th grade at School for Creative Studies.  I think we should in the very 
least delay going back to school in person because it's not safe now, and that will give a lot of 
teachers time to get vaccines before then and it's useless to send kids back to school just to do 
zoom in the classrooms." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:20 
Elizabeth Diehl 
5804 Tattersall Dr. Apt 15 
Durham, NC, 27713 



 
"I'm an ESL teacher at Northern High School. I am disappointed in the board's decision last 
week. SB 37 is expected to be vetoed, and democrats have said they will allow that to happen. 
Why was there not an amendment saying that schools will only reopen in-person IF the bill 
passes? We need more time to get FULLY vaccinated. I understand concerns for students' 
mental health, but teachers are not mental health professionals. We are not trained or paid as 
such. Going back to in-person classes will not "fix" anyone's mental health. If the district is 
concerned about mental health, they should fund access to free, online therapy for students as 
well as more counselors and social workers. Please do not risk the lives of educators, students, 
and our community. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:23 
Martha Hope Tyson 
106 W Geer St 
Durham, NC, 27701 
 
"As a Durham citizen, I urge the BOE to commit to reopening school buildings ONLY after all 
school personnel have completed full vaccination! Although the need to reopen schools is dire, 
it cannot come at the cost of the safety of Durham Public Schools employees. We simply must 
wait until all school employees have been able to be vaccinated.  
Once buildings are reopened, I also urge the BOE to require consistent mask-wearing, six foot 
distancing, adequate ventilation of buildings, and tracking of COVID cases as they emerge - the 
protections that science can tell us really matter in keeping us all safe from COVID-19 as we get 
closer to the end of this trying time for everyone. Thank you." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:29 
David Mondeau 
416 Continental Dr 
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"Superintendent Mubenga and DPS School Board Members, 
As I sit here trying to figure out why I have to write these comments I'm overcome with 
emotion. I'm a father of a DPS second grader and the husband of an amazing DPS teacher. We 
we're both blindsided with your decision at the emergency meeting on February 18th. It wasn't 
long ago that you stated very clearly your decision to stay remote for the remainder of the 
school year which we supported wholeheartedly.  



With your decision to reverse course it sends a very clear message to our teachers and students 
that their safety is not paramount. With little to no input from teachers and families we feel 
that your actions speak volumes in regard to where your interests lie.  
There is no rather place our son and my wife would rather be and we are getting closer to being 
able to manage this pandemic better. We have made the choice to keep our son remote not 
only for his safety but for his dedicated teachers and classmates. In a conversation with our 
pediatrician we asked his thoughts on returning kids and teachers to school and his response 
was that his kids weren't returning and that he believes that the return was motivated by other 
things than the safety of the students, teachers and employees. If that doesn't speak volumes I 
don't know what else does. Please reconsider your decision." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:36 
DPS Dad 
Durham 
27705 
 
"I recognize that the decision to return to the classroom is very polarizing and that you have 
been inundated with comments on both sides.  I applaud you for tackling this complicated issue 
and taking control back from the state government, even if it has pushed you down a road you 
would have rather avoided. 
 
Please stick to this decision and do not make any further adjustments to the timeline.  
Teachers, administrators, students, and families are already working hard to prepare for the 
forthcoming changes and don't need to have to pivot yet another time." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:36 
MJ Routh 
Northgate Park 
Durham, NC  
 
"To be blunt, I am beyond disgusted by the DPS school board's recent decision to return to in-
person learning in March. There are far too many reasons to list here why this decision is 
shameful, explotiative, and unconscionable. But first & foremost, after months of adapting to 
remote learning, the lives of DPS students, parents, teachers, IAs, support & custodial staff, and 
bus drivers has now been thrown into another round of pure chaos. Even if every person in 
each building (INCLUDING ALL STUDENTS!) were required to be vaccinated to return to in-
person learning, this decision still puts their household members, many of whom will not be 



vaccinated, and not eligible to receive a vaccination for some time, at risk for becoming 
infected with Covid-19. Finally, the plan to force teachers and staff back into buildings while 
also teaching some students remotely is patently disastrous, putting undue pressure on 
teachers & IAs to manage both in person and zoom teaching; and furthermore, will prove 
incredibly disruptive to students, who have spent the better part of a year adjusting to virtual 
learning. In sum, when this plan goes badly, resulting in illness and death in the DPS 
community, and further stunts students' education, this board & DPS administrators at every 
level will have a lot to answer for." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:42 
Manju Rajendran 
2112 Summit St.  
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"Hello, members of our Board Of Education!  
 
I'm a working pre-K parent of a fabulous Black and South Asian four-and-three-quarters year 
old daughter and her little sister. Our family is reaching out to encourage you to reopen school 
buildings only after all school personnel have completed full vaccination. We know students 
thrive when school workers thrive. 
 
Tonight we urge you to make the courageous decision to postpone until at least mid-April for 
reopening buildings. Not only could all DPS staff be fully vaccinated if they want, also all our 
district's brilliant administrators, principals, teachers, and staff will have more time to design a 
workable plan-- a plan that minimizes learning disruption and maximizes health and morale. 
 
We also know that many of our neighbors who are unable to work from home have relied on 
the Learning Centers and we hope you will keep them open with expanded availability. We 
hope you'll eliminate any associated fees for the remainder of the school year, given the 
economic hardship that the majority of our households have faced (including ours). 
 
Once buildings are reopened, we hope there will be a district-wide commitment to consistent 
mask-wearing, six foot distancing, adequate ventilation of buildings, and transparent tracking of 
COVID cases as they emerge.  
 
We recognize that these hard questions are coming up in the context of privatization and the 
systematic underfunding of public education at a state and federal level. We trust that all of us 
who showed up to share comments tonight will return to defend public schooling and demand 
the full funding that the strongest pillar of our democracy deserves. 
 
Thank you so much!  



 
" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:44 
Concerned DPS Teacher 
Durham 
Durham 
 
I don’t understand why we could not have waited until all in school staff was fully vaccinated 
before we sent us back to school. I feel the school board was not looking out for us. Also we 
have all been scrambling around this week try to get appointments. What happens next when 
we all need to get our second dose and we all back at school? 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:51 
Teacher 
N/A 
Durham 
 
Please make the asynchronous in school preparation days Monday and Tuesday. We need as 
much time as possible to prepare the classroom and should not have to wait until the last 
minute to do so.  
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:52 
Chelsea Earles 
1709 Glendale Ave. 
Durham, NC 27701 
 
"I'm the daughter of teachers, a former IA, and single parent of a DPS 7th grader. I ask that you 
respect students' need for consistency and smooth transitions and listen to teachers and delay 
reopening until they can be vaccinated.  I've seen all my life the extra time, energy, vision, 
creativity, passion, brilliance, empathy and commitment teachers put into their work and give 
students and families, especially during this incredibly hard year.  This extra mile is make or 
break for families like ours with atypical needs.  This magic only comes from teachers who are 
respected and valued enough to take leadership and use their insight to make the impossible 



possible for our students.  Please work with teachers to set a date and make a plan that honors 
them and makes the most of all they have to contribute.  Workers know how things work.  
Please listen to teachers and repair the divide this plan has created in our community." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:52 
Vanessa Calhoun 
416 Continetal Dr  
Durham, NC 27712 
 
"School Board and Durham Public Schools Superintendent and other DPS Leadership: I am a 
parent of two DPS students.  I have also been a teacher in Durham Public School System since 
1997. That is 24 years of experience. I have seen lots of leadership, visions, and mottos in our 
district over these past 24 years but never have I felt so overwhelmed, belittled, discounted and 
forgotten in my chosen  profession as I did February 18th.  
 
It was communicated to DPS staff and parents that the emergency BOE planning session was 
taking place February 18th.  As a DPS employee I was tuning in to see what the 'plan' might look 
like when the people who are expected to roll it out haven't even been consulted. 
Before the night was over five members had finished planning, put in a motion, and voted to 
send our teachers and students back into buildings.  
 
I thought the plan was absurd. You want  teachers and personnel to be ready  by March 8th, 
when on January 7th you voted to keep us virtual the remainder of the year because conditions 
in our community were not safe. Did we get an infusion of cash and staff that no one told us 
about to get our schools up and running? And ⠯ur secondary students and their families who 
'need to be in the building' are they really benefiting from coming  2 days every 2 weeks? Isn't 
that disruptive for childcare, work scheduling, consistency? Were doctors and mental health 
professionals part of creating this plan for the best interests of students?  
 
When you are a parent/teacher you see behind the curtain. But I think it is abundantly clear to 
everyone that our school facilities are millions of dollars behind in deferred maintenance. Pre-
Pandemic these issues were huge problems but now when clean air, WORKING AC & HEAT, and 
the ability to open windows are crucial  we think a new, yet inadequate filter, will solve these 
pre-existing conditions? I was assured today in a Webinar that as a DPS employee I would have 
access to 5 cloth masks, or medical masks  and and if I wanted, a plastic  face shield. How will 
these keep students  and staff safe when our classrooms reach 90 degrees or drop to 45 
degrees because our failing HVAC units are not working and teachers don't have windows to 
open? 
 
To plead with me as a parent to 'please keep my kids home' tells me that you know this rushed 
transition into our buildings is not safe for staff and students. This makes me feel like I and 



other teachers are expendable. At 11:19 on Friday, February 19th Alvera J. Lesane, Ed.D 
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources sent an email. This gave DPS employees till 
Monday to get their new accommodation paperwork submitted but would not guarantee that 
their accommodations would be granted. The email ended with the choices  of Retirement or 
Resignation.  I teach inferencing skills. I know what this email was saying: Get back into that 
unsafe maintenance-deferred building with your hand sanitizer and a mask during a Pandemic 
or  Resign.  
 
WOW. Just WOW. This was a strategic plan created by DPS leadership and carried out by the 
BOE that creates harm in my community. Creates harm for the more than 5,000 teachers and 
school personnel. Creates harm for our over 33,000 students. Because leadership is worried 
about the withdrawal of 2,800 students from our public schools during a  GLOBAL PANDEMIC. 
 
My family  filled out our parental survey and we are NOT sending our children back to the 
building. BECAUSE it is not safe. The fact that vaccines won't even be fully attainable by all 
school personnel before you expect us in buildings speaks volumes. VACCINE plans should have 
been your emergency planning sessions.  
 
On Wednesday, February 24 in a webinar entitled 'Vision for Returning to the Classroom 
webinar with Dr. Pascal Mubenga, Superintendent , Dr. Nakia Hardy, Deputy Superintendent, 
Dr. Julius Monk, Chief Operating Officer addressed employees.  We were told that we have to 
get kids back in the building because they are suffering mentally. That emails are pouring in 
about children harming themselves. So DPS leadership, did you discuss how you were going to 
have qualified and trained mental health care professionals at all 53 school locations to support 
these students when they walk back into the building? Why wasn't that on the BOE emergency 
planning session? I haven't gotten any email about trained therapists, more counselors, and 
psychologists assisting with reentry. I haven't gotten any webinar updates on Trauma informed 
Teaching.  
 
I am excellent at my job. I am passionate about my students and giving them all the things they 
need to change this world for the better. But being dismissed and disrespected  so PUBLICLY  by 
my superintendents and the BOE has me questioning my future in DPS.  
I don't have the capabilities to become a professional trained mental health care worker by 
March 8th  while virtually teaching, in person teaching, and driving across the state to find a 
VACCINE. So, I think I will ask for that plastic face shield so I don't keep getting hit in the face 
with all this bullshit.  
 
Here are the bare minimum requirements that need to be taken care of before you can safely 
reopen our public school doors.  
1) YOU need to organize the effort to get all DPS employees vaccinated. DPS employees should 
not be spending hours trying to secure a vaccine location, then having to drive hours away from 
Durham to actually receive their vaccine.  Our Lives Depend on it!  This means you will need to 
adjust your timeline for re-entry.  



2) You need to find funds and staff to support student and teacher mental health. If we are 
bringing students back because we are worried about their mental health then we have to be 
ready to support their mental health not just take their temperature and get them into a 
building." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:52 
Mary Margaret Mills 
1836  Liberty St 
Durham 
 
"All staff should be fully vaccinated before entering the building. I am in disbelief at the Board's 
lack of concern for us teachers. Especially, since during the last meeting they recognized that 
teachers could die from this. I am so concerned about spreading the virus to students and their 
homes.  Your hands were not forced. Please reconsider. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:53 
Julia Skelton 
5509 Sunlight Drive 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"As a healthcare professional with a sister who is a DPS third grade teacher, I have seen red 
flags with the steps that have been taken to ensure the safety of teachers, students, and each 
of their families. The hasty response to SB 37 after teachers were informed that they would be 
virtual the rest of the school year is concerning. Many teachers have not been vaccinated and 
have had little opportunity to do so. If the Board is insistent on students returning to schools, I 
urge you to consider all safety precautions that can and should be taken to ensure the health 
and wellness of everyone involved. The traditional school bus pickup and drop off routines are 
not suitable, and you cannot claim isolation was maintained if this form of transportation is 
used as students from different classrooms and different schools share the same bus. Bus 
drivers cannot be distracted from driving by assuming responsibility for students maintaining 
mask-wearing policies. Students in all grade levels should be required to maintain social 
distancing guidelines as they are coming from different households and will be indoors. There 
are a number of other school services that must be administered virtually for the sake of 
isolation, those services include AIG, EC, speech therapy, etc. I'm sure there are a number of 
other services I am not aware of as a non-educator, but safety precautions must be enforced at 
all times. I urge you to look to your educators to inform you of their needs moving forward. 



Safety is not always convenient, but neither is illness or death." 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:53 
Hanna Adsms 
5421 Bakers Mill Rd 
27707 
 
"I am extremely concerned about the fast spreading new variant. In the end it’s not just about 
teachers and kids. It’s about the whole community. Kids and teachers are not isolated.  
I also support fully vaccinating teachers before even considering returning to in person tuition.  
I am heart broken for my teacher friends who are terrified to go back to work! Please 
reconsider this madness! " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:53 
Mary Beth Braker 
400 N Duke St 
Durham NC 27701 
 
"Yesterday, DPS painted a bleak picture to educators of our District's fate. We heard about 
students being "lost" and parents threatening to pull their students out of our system to go to 
charter schools. Can we pause and be honest with each other about who is making these 
threats? We cannot make politically-pressured decisions like the one made last week, knowing 
that our Black and brown families WHO MAKE UP THE CORE OF THIS DISTRICT are NOT the ones 
demanding that school buildings open during an ongoing pandemic because they KNOW the 
implications of COVID on their communities. " 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:58 
Victoria Mazur 
2 Christopher Court 
Durham 
 
Why are we trying to fit round pegs nto square holes? Please consider moving the start date of 
this horrendous Plan A further after Spring Break. We planned twice for different Plan B 
scenarios but it was months with of work. Plan A has been thrust upon is with mere weeks to 



orchestrate dominos. Let's start after Spring Break so we can work out more kinks in scheduling 
now that we just got to finalized numbers yesterday.  
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 16:58 
AJ Williams 
2112 Summit St 
Durham, NC 27707 
 
"DPS Board of Education, 
 
I'm the parent Black parent of a pre-K DPS student, and I'm asking you to please not move 
forward with the re-opening of school buildings on March 15th. 
 
I am concerned that the the March 15th re-opening of school building is too soon, and without 
a plan of action that includes the safety of teachers, faculty and students. The perceived 
pressure from the General Assembly is not grounds enough re-open schools, under conditions 
that put our children and educators at risk of contracting COVID-19. 
 
Governor Roy Cooper said on Feb 17, 2021, 
 
"Children should be back in the classroom safely and I can sign this legislation if it adheres to 
DHHS health safety guidance for schools and protects the ability of state and local leaders to 
respond to emergencies. This bill currently falls short on both of these fronts." 
 
This bill's shortfall should be a red flag for local municipalities who are attempting to override 
the voices of parents, educators, organizers and others who are pleading with our electeds to 
reconsider, and not move in haste on a decision that could be life or death for our children. 
 
While in-person learning is necessary to create the best developmental and social conditions, 
the implementation of a reopening should be solid across the board. It's fair to say that we are 
not there yet. 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
AJ Williams 
 
 
 
" 
 



 
 
 
2/25/21 16:59 
Anon 
Anon 
Durham 27703 
 
"How come teachers are complaining about how hard going back is but it looks like they spend 
all day every day posting on Facebook about it? And there’s a whole lot of bullying going on 
online. Does DPS have any kind of stance against bullying? Or about social media use during 
work hours? I love my kids’ teachers, but I’m losing my respect for how so many others are 
acting out. (And I feel I have to post this anonymously because they’ll come after me on social 
media—I’ve seen how they move like a pack on Facebook.)" 
 
 
 
 
2/25/21 17:00 
Ashley Smith 
48 Pocono Drive 
Durham  NC 27705 
 
I was proud to join Durham Public Schools in 2019.  I want to continue that feeling in the future.  
As a DPS parent and teacher, I was beyond hurt and disappointed with this decision that seems 
to have been made in haste.  Teachers need administrators and school board members and 
leaders to believe in them.  A little faith goes a long way.  If teachers and staff are asking to be 
vaccinated before returning to school because it would be a safer decision, that should be 
reasonable.  We are NOT frontline workers and are asking to not be put in the challenging 
position of entering classrooms before it is safe. DPS needs teachers who care about their 
students.  We still want to be here for these students, we still want to be here for these 
families.  We still want to be here for OUR families.  We still want to be here.  We need to know 
how much you care about our lives.  We need you to protect us too.  Appreciate us please, 
before it’s too late.  Teachers are planning to resign, retire, abandon students in the middle of 
the year because you were not willing to compromise and look out for us.   
 
 
 
 




