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Greetings Viking Family,
This is an unprecedented year of learning. Learning not just
English, biology, and social studies, but of learning how to move forward
despite what's going on around us. This year hasn't been easy. It's been scary,
challenging, and downright chaotic. We are here to help you learn what you need
to be successful beyond your books and the classroom like developing study
habits and a routine at home, how to productively interact with your teachers, and
how to make the most of our guidance counselors as we work through this
together.
Your instructors and I are here to make this journey as smooth as possible. With
that in mind, there are a few things we need from you:
1. Communicate with us regularly. Computer or internet connection problems,
distractions at home, or anything in between, let us know so we can work with
you.
2. Be open to doing things differently. This is new terrain for most of us. We are
all being forced out of our comfort zones and being challenged to succeed.
3. Be patient with one another. When you feel the frustration building, take a step
back and a deep breath. Remind yourself that you're not the only one feeling the
way you feel and to be gentle with yourself
and others.
This year won't be easy. It will continue to push us to our
limits and redefine how we meet and exceed goals. Use your imagination and use
this time to contribute your wonderful ideas to improve our school.
we're better together. Let's move forward and make this year the best one yet.
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Conversation with the Counselor
Q&A
Q. Can you give me a brief summary
of your 2020.

by Treasure Brown
A. My 2020 has been LONG and it has been a lot of
work. I feel like we’ve lived about 5 years in 10
months. Like every year, it has had ups and downs.
I have spent a lot of time in my home trying to stay
safe and keep others safe in terms of COVID. Being
at home has also allowed me to learn some new
skills and try out stuff. So on the whole 2020 has
definitely been a big year for personal growth, but
it has also been long and stressful.

Q. What has been the worst part for you to follow
back up on the second question is it difficult for
you to counsel when you too are having issues

Q. Do you think online learning is difficult or are
we making it more difficult than it has to me?

Q. Do you feel like students are coming to
you with their issues than in school?

02

A. The worst part for me has been re-learning how to do my
job for the virtual setting. There’s a pretty steep learning curve.
What has been difficult hasn’t been doing counseling, it has
actually been getting kids to engage with me. I think the virtual
learning piece has made it more difficult but my personal
challenges have actually made counseling a little easier because
a lot of what students are feeling, I am too- being cooped up in
the house, a loss of ‘normalcy, stress, etc.’.

A. I think online learning is difficult, and even more so for 6th
grade because of the technology piece. LGMS staff has tried to
make it as easy as possible, but kids have gone their entire lives
doing face to face learning- suddenly switching to staring at a
computer screen all day is a massive transition. It’s tough on
everyone. I would like to tell 6th grade to READ DIRECTIONS
though! 90% of the time the issues and questions scholars have
are already answered in the directions.
A. Sadly, I don’t. I’m hoping to push into the classrooms
soon so that everyone knows who I am and that they can
come to me. I feel like everyone is so overwhelmed with
virtual learning that they don’t even think about me
because I’m not a ‘teacher’, but when they feel super
stressed I’m the best person to go to! There’s a video on my
Wellness Wednesday Course page about contacting me for
an appointment- PLEASE do it!
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Teachers
Teachers Spotlight!
Spotlight!
Featuring Mr. Whitaker
What made you want to work at Lowes Grove specifically?
Honestly, the Principal Mrs. Richardson. She reached out and told me that she needed help and I took her up on her offer. I
can honestly say it was a choice that I do not regret.
Why did you choose to be a media teacher?
My degree is in Communications and directing. Outside of my experience in radio, this is the 1st time I have actually been
able to put my degree to good use.
Have you had any previous jobs before becoming a teacher?
Yes, I have worked in banking, radio, photography, and I had a very small stint in television. I am also a writer.
How long have you been working at Lowes Grove? Do you plan to stay here for the rest of your career?
September 26, 1029 made a year for me. Unless Hollywood comes knocking, I have no plans to leave,
Is it hard working when we can’t go to real school?
YES! Trying to maintain kids’ attention while they have other distractions going on in their own little bubble is very difficult.
And when there are technology issues, it makes the job even harder.
Is there anything you regret about becoming a teacher?
Absolutely not.
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Vikings Sports
Corner
-With Coach Rogers
1 How has the coronavirus affected the sports?
The coronavirus has a major effect on all sports and the revenue the sports bring in.
2. & 3. What will the school do about the leagues when covid19 has calmed down? and Is there a solid plan for sports right
now?
Despite this they have a plan to start winter sports in November. They are looking to build strength and conditioning 2
weeks before Thanksgiving. This is because the basketball tryouts are December 1st and the first game is in January.
The fall sports will start in February this includes football boys soccer and volleyball. The spring sports starts in April
this includes girls softball basketball track and soccer.
4. With kids not attending school right now, how will you expect for sports to return?
The district has not come up with a solid solution about not attending school right now and having key is to come in and
participate they are watching the numbers and data.
.5 . For kids without reliable transportation how will they go to school sports will it be provided?
just for some clarification The school district will not provide transportation for students to come to practice and to get
them home afterward. That will be the responsibility of the parents

by Angel Acevedo Vega
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Grove
New To The Grove

Introducing Mrs. O'Neal

1. What made you want to work as a librarian
at Lowe's Grove?
The first thing that piqued my interest was that it is a
middle school which is my favorite grade level to work
with. The second reason that I wanted to work at
Lowe’s Grove is that it is a STEM school of technology.
There are so many possibilities of where we could go
with this especially from a library media point of view.

2. What do you think about the COVID 19 and
wearing a mask as well as social distancing?
I think COVID 19 is a serious virus and it’s very real. I feel people
need to continue to take precautions which includes wearing a
mask and social distancing. This has made a difference in keeping
the spread down so I definitely support these guidelines. I practice
them regularly.
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3. How do you think school will be like for you when we come back?
I believe it will be different for me, because I will be taking precautions that were not in place pre
COVID 19. Some of these include wearing gloves and masks at the checkout desk, wiping down
returned books with sanitizing wipes, and requiring students to touch least books as possible when
they browse the shelves.

4. What is your plan to increase foot traffic to the library?
One of my biggest goals is to increase foot traffic in the media center at Lowe’s Grove. One way I plan
to do this is by getting students involved. I will be selecting student assistants to help out. There will
be contests and give- aways. Plus, I’m lining up programming that I think students would be interested
in.
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5. And most importantly do you think we should go to school?

I think decisions are being made to protect us during this pandemic and I support them.
So I do not think we should go to school at this time.

Article by Ansar Footman

Student of the
Month

TiAsia Tapp
Her participatory involvement in every class is infectious and she's consistently
demonstrating a content and cheerful attitude throughout the duration of this
pandemic. The response from all her teachers speaks highly of the boundaries and
parameters that she dwells within daily. For example, her camera is constantly on
except when she needs to remove herself for personal reasons, she's an active
participant in her classes, she presentable in her appearance as well as the
quality of her work. She has a sweet, jovial, and warm personality.
-Mr. Hamer
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Hispanic Heritage

Hispanic Heritage Month is a month to celebrate the Latin American countries: Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, Chile, Belize, and it
celebrates the independence of all five of those countries. With the elections coming
up I want to talk about voting. Many Hispanics do not get to vote because they don’t
have documents and cannot vote. In my opinion, it isn’t very fair that a lot of Hispanics
are not allowed to vote even though they live in the U.S. They should be able to play a
role in major things like that, after all, it does affect what their lives are like. And many
people will agree with me because there have been many, many protests about how
they should be allowed to vote. People give fewer rights to Hispanic people because of
where they come from. And the people who are supposed to be our leaders (like
Donald Trump) support and even encourage these acts of racism toward Hispanics.

Add a little bit of body text

by Bryan Osorio
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We can make it through!
-Student Pics
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