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Message From Vice Principal
Faison-Johnson
Greetings Lowe’s Grove Magnet Middle Family!
The season of Thanksgiving is upon us. A season to be thankful
and grateful for the favors that have been bestowed upon us!
The current state of COVID-19 that we are in, makes this
season of Thanksgiving more significant now than ever before.
Thankfulness during this pandemic means our Lowe’s Grove
family is safe and our bond is even stronger. Our good days
outweigh the bad days, and our willingness to press forward
exemplifies the resounding strength we all have within us. I am
thankful for every Lowe’s Grove student and staff member and
everything you are doing to provide and engage in this virtual
learning environment while pushing through any unanticipated
obstacles. CONT.
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I am grateful for our supportive Lowe’s Grove community and the encouragement we provide each
other everyday. Finally, I am grateful and honored to be a part of this profound Lowe’s Grove family.
Although this Thanksgiving holiday may look different, remember to be grateful for your social and
emotional health, your family, and another day you have on earth to make an everlasting impact. I am
wishing you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving and a season filled with unwavering strength and
resilience!
In Educational Excellence,
Mrs. Faison-Johnson
7th Grade Assistant Principal

Teacher Spotlight
Coach Garner
1. Tell me some cool things about yourself.
-I’m a huge soccer fan (Borussia Dortmund, Real
Madrid, Manchester United) -I’ve completed several
marathons (26.2 miles) and 2 Ironman races (2.4 mi swim,
112 mi bike, 26.2 mi run)
2. How long have you been at Lowe’s Grove?
-This is my 4th year teaching at Lowe’s Grove
3. What would you now tell yourself of 15 years ago?
-Arrogance is often insecurity in disguise. Humility is key
to growth.
4. You’re a P.E. / Health teacher, so what sports do you like to
play?
-Running, soccer, volleyball
5. What are some highlights of yours that have come from
teaching kids at Lowe’s Grove?
-Lowe’s Grove has always kept me on my feet. There have
been very few dull moments during my time here. The
most rewarding part of teaching at Lowe’s Grove has
been seeing students take my advice, apply it, and then
succeed where they had once been unable to do so.
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Conversation
Conversation with
with aa Counselor
Counselor
What do you feel like are the benefits of remote learning that students may not be aware of?
- I think remote learning removes certain distractions and keeps students from comparing themselves to
others. I’ve had a few students say that they prefer it over being in the building. Classes are also shorter,
students have a longer lunch period, and everyone gets a break between classes.
With remote learning do you feel like burnout is a really big thing right now?
- feel like burnout has been a really big thing since April! We have finished the first 9 weeks and the
‘newness’ of everything has worn off. We’re all really missing that face to face, hands on experience right
now.
Do you think students are overwhelmed with the work they are giving up?
- I think students who don’t pace themselves, those who wait until the last minute to do assignments, are
definitely feeling more overwhelmed than others. My experience has been that students who consistently
attend class every day and do the assignments as they are given (and reach out to the teacher for support if
they don’t understand something) are much less likely to feel overwhelmed!
Do you think virtual learning is making it harder for students to reach out to you?
- I do- particularly in 6th grade. 6th grade doesn’t really know me, who I am, or what I stand for. It’s hard to
trust someone that you only see on the other side of a screen a few times. There’s also time constraints;
when we were in the building students could come see me pretty much anytime, but now it’s by
appointment and on Wednesdays. It’s very different.
Do you feel like students are putting unnecessary stress on themselves?
- This is a tough question. I think that students are getting stressed about situations that are outside of their
control (the pandemic, the election, etc.), but I understand why. I definitely believe that students are
experiencing a level of stress that’s new to them and that many need additional support to handle itwhich is where I come in!
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Mrs.
Mrs. Bond
Bond on
on
Biotech
Biotech and
and
Animals
Animals
Angel Acevedo Vega spoke with Biotech and
Animals teacher, Mrs. Bond regarding how
her class is being taught during Remote
Learning

1 What is the biggest challenge you face with virtual learning?
The biggest challenge I face with virtual learning is trying to explore topics without the use of
the hands-on activities we normally would do.
2 Do you think it is harder for the students to understand your very hands-on learning class?
I think it is harder to grasp some of the concepts without the hands-on component.
3 What is easier about teaching online?
It’s easier to grade things while teaching online because everyone’s assignments are in one
place.
4 Are there some things that you would like to do in person opposed to teaching online?
I would like to be able to do dissections in person as well as work in the school garden.
5 Do you think students are enjoying your class as much as they were before the pandemic?
I think students are doing the best they can under the circumstances and are enjoying what
they do get to do in my class. It’s better to focus on what we still can do together rather than
think about some of the things we have to miss out on.
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Reading and
Resources
Featuring Librairian Mrs. O'Neal
Interview by Ansar Footman
Is the virtual library successful and about how
much people do you think use it?

I would say that the virtual library is a success,
because a lot of students are excited about it. I’ve
gotten so many questions about it during
Orientation and days after. I can say that most
students have accepted the invitation and have at
least spent time exploring it. Others have spent
significant amounts of time in there.

Are there any additional book apps you recommend we get?

The book apps that are available in the virtual library are Destiny Discover, Durham County
Library and Audible. I just added another app called Sora. More may be added.

Will there be any upcoming projects or assignments that you look forward to?

Yes. Some teachers have shared with me that they want me to work with their classes on a
research project. Also, I am in the process of putting together a Battle of the Books Team.
So if anyone is interested in reading and talking about books and competing with other
schools, please let me know.
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Moving
Moving On
On

Interview by Rolando Osorio-Loiva

As many of you know, Dr. Duncan's last day at Lowe's Grove was on Friday. We had a chance
to connect with him so that he could provide us with some insight as he prepares to move on
to the next chapter in life. Enjoy.

1 Why now do you like its a right time make a change ?
It seems to be the right time for a change for me and my family, because there is another
opportunity that opened. This is a good opportunity for growth and to build upon career
experiences.
2 do you feel like you there is something you did not get done in Lowe's Grove?
I don’t feel like there is anything that was not accomplished at Lowe’s Grove, but I know
there is always room for growth-no matter the school. I will continue to watch and look for
continued growth and progress at Lowe’s Grove.
3 Do you have any regrets?
I don’t have any regrets at this time. But, I do have many great memories of Lowe’s Grove,
and the students, staff, and community that I have worked with over the years. I, myself,
have learned and grown a great deal just from working at Lowe’s Grove and with the
students, staff, and community.
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4 what do you feel like were your major wins ?
Some of the major wins were the growth in achievement scores that we have experienced
thus far in the seven years I have been at Lowe’s Grove. Another major accomplishment is
the transition to virtual learning that all teachers and administrators had to jump into, and
have done a phenomenal job undertaking in such a difficult time for all of us. Other major
wins were hiring good and talented teachers over time to build that school and staff capacity
for learning and achievement. Another accomplishment is developing a focus on student
relationships and connections. These are just a few of the accomplishments, but there are
many more - both big and small - that have contributed to the successes of Lowe’s Grove
over time.
5 What do you want your final message to the staff and student body to be?
My final message to all staff would be: keep being excellent and thank you for all you do
every day for the students: you are valued and appreciated. Keep pushing forward for that
academic, social and emotional growth. Keep those strong student and staff relationships,
and keep building upon those relationships. For students: Remember that it does not matter
who you are, it only matters how far you can go. You can do anything that you put your
mind to-believe in yourself. Listen to your teachers and continue to do your best; continue
to know that you are great and have the power to be great.

Thank you Dr. Duncan & Good
Luck
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