
  

 

 

 

 

 

DPS Early Admission to Kindergarten Parent/Guardian Packet 
 

Early Admission to Kindergarten Overview 
Parent/Guardian Procedures for Families 

 
For a four-year-old child to be admitted into kindergarten, he/she must have reached his/her fourth birthday 
by April 16th of the instructional year for admission.  

 

Phase I:   Intent to Apply and Evaluation  
 

 Intent to Apply:  The parent/guardian seeking early admission to kindergarten must notify the DPS Office of   
 Advanced Academics or the child’s base school within the first thirty (30) calendar days of the new instructional  
school year, requesting an Intent to Apply and Notice of Independent Evaluation Form (AIG - K1). 

 
Evaluation: To determine eligibility status, students must score at the 98th percentile on a nationally aptitude 
(IQ) test AND 98th percentile on a nationally normed achievement test provided by a psychologist licensed in 
North Carolina.   All evaluations must be administered after April 16th following the child’s fourth (4th) 
birthdate.  A report of the testing results must be provided to the Office of Advanced Academics with the Intent 
to Apply and Notice of Independent Evaluation Form (AIG – K1). 

     NOTE: Obtaining the aptitude and achievement assessment results is the sole responsibility of the  
     parent(s)/guardian(s) and undertaken at their expense; DPS does not provide any screening for the  
     purpose of early admission to Kindergarten.  

 

  Upon successful completion of Phase I, parents/guardians will proceed to Phase II.  

 
Phase II:   Application, District Review, and Interviews 

 
Application:  The completed application for Early Admission to Kindergarten must be provided to the                   
DPS Advanced Academics Office within the first thirty (30) calendar days of the school’s instructional year.      
 
 A completed application packet contains all of the following items: 

 Intent to Apply and Notice of Independent Evaluation Form (Form AIG -K1) with Testing Results 
Attached    

 Phase II Information (Form AIG – K4) 
 Parent/Guardian Checklist (Form AIG- K2) 

 Recommendation Checklists (Form AIG-K3) 
Two recommendation checklists from persons who know the child well in a setting outside the home. 
Recommendations for persons to complete the forms: child’s preschool teacher, daycare provider, or 
other person who sees the child perform in a structured setting.  

 Work Samples 
Samples of the child’s work that provide evidence of the advanced level of performance in academic                                                                                    
areas and need for early admission to kindergarten 
  

District Review:  The DPS Director and/or Coordinator of Advanced Academics will meet with the school 
principal and representative from the Office of Early Education to review the parent/guardian’s application for 
Early Kindergarten Admission to ensure evaluation data meets the criteria as outlined by NC General Assembly, 
G.S. 115C-364(d). 

 



 

 

 

Interviews: If the student meets the quantitative data for early admission, then the school principal and his/her 
Early Admission to Kindergarten Committee (compromised of at least two other individuals, such as school 
counselor, current kindergarten teacher, and/or district level staff member) will schedule student and 
parent/guardian interviews within 3 weeks of receiving student’s application. 

 Student Interview: The committee will interview the child at the school in order to determine the    
child’s level of readiness for a structured school setting and an academic routine.  

 Parent Interview: The committee will interview the parents/guardians to gain information about the 
child’s development, experiences and any or all attempts to meet the child’s needs up to this time in    
the area(s) of advanced development or interests.  

 

Phase III – Recommendation and Communication 
 

Upon successful completion of Phase I and II, then the following actions will take place: 
 
1.  The school principal will consult with the Department of Advanced Academics and/or Early Learning regarding 
his/her recommendation for early admission.   
 
2. The principal may conditionally enroll the child for up to ninety (90) days to observe whether the child is able 
to adjust to the school setting. During the 90 days, if, at any point, the principal determines that the child is not 
adjusting satisfactorily to the school environment, the principal and parents/guardians will confer and develop 
intervention strategies. If the child continues to experience difficulty after implementation strategies, the 
principal may deny the request for enrollment. Parent/Guardian should be given at least 10 days’ notice before 
exiting the child from the school so that child care can be arranged, if needed.  

 
 

 
 
 


