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Submit Your READ Photo

Your child can appear on a READ Poster.
Parents are encouraged to submit
photos of their children reading this
summer to the DPS READ Website.
Some of the photos will be selected to
appear on READ posters on that site
and possibly on school Websites.
Simply upload a close-up good quality
photo of your child reading a book and
your child may be selected to be on a

READ poster.

Check this and lots more information

out at www.dpsnc.net/READ

Summer Reading Program

Reading improves with practice! Reading helps improve writing!

PUBLIC
SCHOOLS




Message from the Superintendent

I have traveled to faraway lands, experienced the lives of famous people and
escaped to other eras all while carrying on my everyday life. Whether you read
fiction, a biography, instructions on a package, text messages or the cereal box, it is
essential for all of our students to be able to read and to read for pleasure and

knowledge.

It’s been said that, ‘“‘Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body,” (Joseph
Addison, English Essayist) and | could not agree more. Just as exercise is essential

to healthy minds and bodies, reading is an essential skill for our students.

In Durham Public Schools, we want every student to read all throughout the year.
Summer is a great time for students to explore their interests by reading about
many different topics. The Durham County Public Library offers many free oppor-
tunities for fun reading adventures during the summer, and we encourage parents

and students to make the Public Library a destination for your family this summer.

Watch for reading tips on DPS Cable Channel 4 and keep track of summer read-

ing by using the reading log in this publication. Please join me, and let’s all READ!

73/»6 57 Bames

Carl E. Harris, Ed.D.
Superintendent




Be Creative @ Your Library:
Durham County Library Summer
Reading Program

Durham Public Schools partners with the
Durham County Library to promote students’
reading. This summer the Library will have
many free activities for children focused on the
theme for summer reading: Be Creative @
Your Library.

Plan to take your children to the Durham
County Library Summer Reading Kickoff on
June 20 from 10 am until 2 pm at the down-
town library branch, 300 North Roxboro
Street. Children can register for the summer
reading program, enjoy free food and enter-

tainment, and take home a free book to keep.

Discover the Durham County Library special
Web section for Kids at:
www.durhamcountylibrary.org/kids.php

There you will find events, reading lists, a book
catalog and more.

Find the Right Reading Level

Look for your child’s Lexile score on the
Parent/Teacher Report with your child’s
report card. The Lexile measure (number)
indicates the difficulty of a book and a stu-
dent’s reading ability. Parents are encouraged
to help your child choose reading material
within his or her Lexile range (50L above and

100L below the measure).

Books in the Durham County
Library collections as well as
in every DPS media center

have a Lexile number to help

Tips for Reading with Children

I Model Reading—Show your child that
reading is both fun and useful by reading
books, magazines, and other materials.
Talk about the many ways that reading is
important.

I Time—Set aside time each day for
reading. Some schools have DEAR time
(Drop Everything and Read) and families
can do the same thing during the summer
so that the entire family will have a special
set time to read.

I Read Aloud—Parents often stop reading
aloud to children as the children become
better readers. However, by reading books
aloud you help your child learn new vocab-
ulary words, concepts and ways of telling
stories or presenting information.

End-of-Grade Testing
Parent/Teacher Report
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I Choice—Allow your child to choose the

books he or she wants to read for the

summer.

I Comfort—If your child reads smoothly,
uses expression and can accurately tell you
what has been read, then the book is prob-
ably at a comfortable reading level for your
child.
errors in reading a page of about 50 words,

If your child makes five or more

the book is too challenging.

I Video—Read a book and watch the video

together. Many books are available in

movie version. Talk about the similarities
and differences and which version you
prefer.

I Writers—Writing postcards to friends,
keeping a journal, noting books that have
been read, encourage your child to write

about his or her summer experiences.

(Adapted from Tips for Summer Reading,
www.pbs.org)

DPS has a new READ Website that
offers suggested book lists, reading
activity Websites and more. Look for
the READ Website graphic on the DPS
Website at www.dpsnc.net or as a link

from your school Website.



Reading Log

Turn your Reading Log or your Certificate of Summer Reading Program Participation from Durham County Library in to your Media

Coordinator during the first week of school for a special prize—additional reading logs are available at www.dpsnc.net/READ

Author Title

What was the favorite book you read this summer?

What made it the best?

Write down three things about the book that you liked, and then design an “Award” for this book

2.

Contact

I School Media Coordinators
I Mary Gray Leonard, Director of Media Services, Durham Public Schools marygray.leonard@dpsnc.net

I Durham County Library at www.durhamcountylibrary.org



